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Alderley win in last over

on c-cold first day

THERE were four wins and two draws in the ECB Premier League when the 2008 season got under way in dry, but bitterly cold conditions with hot soup the Dish of the Day on most grounds.   All but two out of the league’s 18 fixtures were completed. 

 Most exciting victory was achieved by Alderley Edge, who beat Toft by one wicket off the fourth ball of the final over chasing their visitors’192-8, Nigel Muirhead scoring 55 not out, Ed Bones 51 and debut paceman Jason Whittaker an impressive 5-53. Alderley looked beaten at 179-9 (Sohail Rauf 46), but Jon Usher went on to smack an unbeaten 55 aided by tail-ender Andy James.

 Chester Boughton Hall’s 70 runs victory at Urmston was largely down to a sparkling innings of 95 by Trinidad all-rounder Darren Cruikshank. Thanks to the former Christleton player Chester totalled 174, before bowling Urmston out for 104, Ismael Dawood 43, new man N. Pearson taking 4-11 including a wicket with his first ball and part-time bowler Warren Goodwin 4-25. The Us highly-rated Indian Cricket League all-rounder Parvez Aziz has not yet arrived in the UK. 

 Neston’s batting let them down at Parkgate where last season’s First Division champions Macclesfield opened with a 60 runs win.  Neston mustered a below par 111, Jack Smith 33, Barney Cutbill 4-31, Craig Melrose 3-38.  Earlier Macc had posted 171-9, new Aussie Nathan Allen top scoring with 54 and Khalid Sawas 48.  Teenage paceman Andy Clarke had a useful 3-21 for Neston.

Hampshire 6-51 off 30 overs in vain

The fourth side to open with a win were Bowdon who beat Nantwich by 21 runs in a low-scoring game at South Downs road.  Bowdon needed the maximum 60 overs to compile a painstaking 146-9, Richard O’Neill 33, never managing to make much of the line and length of Chris Hampshire who bowled unchanged for 30 overs to return a fine 6-51.  The Dabbers managed only 125 in reply,  K. Howell 48, while the pace duo of Adam Syddall and Rupert Kitzinger enjoyed returns of 4-30 and 4-40 respectively. 

 Reigning champions Oulton Park chalked up 272-6 at Heaton Mersey, but were unable to force victory against their promoted hosts.  Quickly slipping in to top gear were Danny Leech 90, Jonny Kettle 76 and Nathan Dumelow 65 as Oulton piled up their massive score.  Mersey replied with a dogged 165-7, Aussie all-rounder Brenton McDonald being left on 99 not out, while Guy Emmett returned 4-46.

 Widnes had the better of the second drawn game, at Hyde after posting 179-8, Tony Hurdley 76, Danny Naughton 46, Tom Young 4-24. Hyde held out at 152-9 after Widnes had dropped a vital late catch.  Overseas man Josh Farmer top-scored with 39 for Hyde, while Widnes’ spinners Tom Evans took 4-59 and Danny Pascoe 3-36.
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LOW-SCORING IN DIVISION ONE

THERE were some low scores in Division One, notably by newly-promoted Cheadle Hulme, who were being bowled out for 51 at Cheadle, where A. Malook took 4-4 and Dan Schuppan 3-7.  Earlier Cheadle had declared on 169-8, Schuppan 53, Ewan McCray 3-47, Todd McDonald 3-50.

 Timperley mustered just 92 against Upton at Stockport road, the Wirral men’s new skipper Gary Dixon taking 5-27. Upton coasted home by six wickets.

 Bollington (94) also failed to top 100 at home to promoted Warrington as Aussie pair Steve Heydon took 3-19 and Dane Hutchinson 3-36. Warrington had posted 169-8, James Hughes 60, Hutchinson 42 not out.  There’s going to be some confusion at Bolly this season Mo Ali no. 2 taking 4-65 and no relation Mo Ali no.1 returning 3-42.

 Birkenhead Park batsmen also struggled to post 109 at Didsbury, M. Barnes 60, Paul Sperring 4-18. Nick Anderson’s unbeaten 51 and 35 not out from skipper Sperring saw Didsbury home by seven wickets after being 20-3.

  Poynton captain Steve Mobley missed his first league or cup game since joining the club in 2000 at Christleton. Poynton declared on 152-9, Rick Clark 33 not out and Christleton responded with 135-9, D. Graham 44 to shade the draw points 9-8.

 Bramhall v Oxton was called off at 10 a.m., groundsman Richard Cragg’s outfield failing to recover from bad weather in the first three weeks of the month. The early decision enabled Bramhall’s Nick Cantello to preserve his record of watching every Stockport County match so far this season. 

LEWIS OPENS WITH 9-52 FOR TATTENHALL

THE league’s best individual performance of the day came from Tattenhall’s young Trinidad paceman Damien Lewis in their 31 runs win at Middlewich in Division Two. .  

 After Tatters had posted 156, John Gibbon 45, Tony Gledhill 4-54, Lewis got stuck into the home batsmen and claimed the first nine wickets before dismissing Middlewich’s last man with a blistering catch at mid-on – having earlier bowled another batsman off a no-ball. His final figures were 9-52 which slots in as the 16th best performance in the League record books. After being 89-9 Middlewich were all out for 125 on a day when umpire Brian Jones said there was universal praise for the tea ladies who served delicious soup at teatime.  He also had plaudits for groundsman Geoff Tomlinson for his pre-season efforts.

 Lowest score of the day came from Winnington Park, bowled out for 60 at Irby, largely by Steve Hurworth, 5-33.  Irby had totalled 173, Phil Rennie 41, Sean O’Neill 4-51.

 First century of the season came from Sale’s Jean-Pierre Lee with an unbeaten 107 in a high-scoring game against Mobberley at Dane Road. .  Lee and Danny Halkon (49) put on 104 for the first wicket and after Iain Harrop had smashed an unbeaten 72 off 68 balls the declaration came at 234-3.  Mobberley made a good fist of a reply of 201-8, M. Lennon 69, Panni Hissain 53, leg-spinner Rick Halkon starting where he finished last season with a haul of 6-61.

  Bredbury St. Mark’s shaded their drawn derby against new boys Marple by 10-8 points after declaring on 167-7, D. Carr 70.  Nineteen year-old Will Sugden, impressed with an unbeaten 71 in Marple’s reply of 153-7.

 Grappenhall had the better of a drawn game against Hale Barns at Broad Lane after scoring 167-8, Will Sharp 52, Steve Titchard 42 not out.  Barns reached a modest 94-8 in reply, Grappers’ former Widnes Aussie Cameron Park starting with 5-24.

 The fixture between Burnage and Meller Braggins Cheshire League champions Stockport Georgians was the second casualty of the day, chairman Gary Ramsay claiming that the ground was ‘like a blancmange’.

 Considering that several NW leagues including the D&C had scrapped Saturday’s entire fixture programme, 16 out of 18 completed games was a good result:  plaudits to all the groundsmen who did so well in trying circumstances.
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From Saturday’s scorebooks ….…

ECB PREMIER

LEAGUE

ALDERLEY EDGE (won toss, 20 pts.) beat TOFT (9 pts.) by 1 wicket.  

 Toft 192-8 dec. (55 overs: N. Muirhead 55no, E. Bones 51, S. Mudalige 31, J. Whittaker 5-53, M. Walker 3-55); 

 Alderley Edge 193-9 (54.4 overs: J. Usher 55no, S. Rauf 46, N. Muirhead 3-14).

BOWDON (21 pts.) beat NANTWICH (won toss, 7 pts.) by 21 runs.

 Bowdon 146-9 innings closed (60 overs: R. O’Neill 33, S. Bramhall 29no, C. Hampshire 6-51); 

 Nantwich 125 (47 overs: K. Howell 48, G. Battaciotto 32, A. Syddall 4-30, R. Kitzinger 4-40).

HYDE (won toss, 9 pts.) drew with WIDNES (13 pts.)

 Widnes 179-8 dec. (55 overs: A. Hurdley 76, D. Naughton 46, T. Young 4-24, G. Peacock 3-20); 

 Hyde 152-9 (55 overs: J. Farmer 39, M. Morris 35, T. Evans 4-59, D. Pascoe 3-36).

HEATON MERSEY (won toss, 7 pts.) drew with OULTON PARK (16 pts.)

 Oulton Park 272-6 dec. (55 overs: D. Leech 90, J. Kettle 76, N. Dumelow 65, B. McDonald 3-79); 

 Heaton Mersey 165-7 (55 overs: B. McDonald 99no, G. Emmett 4-46).

NESTON (won toss, 6 pts.) lost to MACCLESFIELD (25 pts.) by 60 runs

 Macclesfield 171-7 dec. (55 overs: N. Allen 54, K. Sawas 48, A. Clarke 3-21); 

 Neston 111 (42 overs: J. Smith 33, B. Cutbill 4-31, C. Melrose 3-38).

URMSTON (won toss, 6 pts.) lost to CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL (23 pts.) by 70 runs.

 Chester 174 (50 overs: D. Cruikshank 95); 

 Urmston 104 (48 overs: I. Dawood 43, N. Pearson 4-11, W. Goodwin 4-25).

FIRST 

DIVISION

BOLLINGTON (won toss, 4 pts.) lost to WARRINGTON (23 pts.) by 75 runs.

 Warrington 169-8 dec. (50 overs: J. Hughes 60, D, Hutchinson 42no, M. Ali No.1 4-65, M. Ali no. 2 3-42); 

 Bollington 94 (34 overs: M. Dawson 30, S. Heydon 3-10, D. Hutchinson 3-35)

BRAMHALL v OXTON: match cancelled 7 pts. each.

CHEADLE  (23 pts.) beat CHEADLE HULME (won toss, 4 pts.) by 118 runs.

 Cheadle 169-8 dec. (52 overs: D. Schuppan 53, S. Hall 27, E. McCray 3-47, T. McDonald 3-50); Cheadle Hulme 51 (40 overs: R. Malook 4-4, D. Schuppan 3-7).

April 19 Newsletter ………4

Division 1 contd. 

CHRISTLETON (won toss, 9 pts.) drew with POYNTON (8 pts.).

 Poynton 152-9 innings closed (55 overs: R. Clarke 33no, S. de Silva 3-33, I. de Silva 3-35, M. Parkinson 3-39); 

 Christleton 135-9 (45 overs: D. Graham 44, D. Thompson 3-14, S. Turner 3-36).

 DIDSBURY (25 pts.) beat BIRKENHEAD PARK (won toss, 4 pts.) by 7 wickets.

 Birkenhead Park 109 (47 overs: M. Barnes 60, P. Sperring 4-18); 

 Didsbury 110-3 (25 overs: N. Anderson 51no, P. Sperring 35no).

TIMPERLEY (2 pts.) lost to UPTON (won toss, 20 pts.) by 6 wickets.

 Timperley 92 (34 overs: M. Bishop 36, G. Dixon 5-27); 

 Upton 93-4 (45 overs).

SECOND 

DIVISION

BURNAGE v STOCKPORT GEORGIANS: match cancelled, 7 pts. each.

GRAPPENHALL (12 pts.) drew with HALE BARNS (won toss, 6 pts.)

 Grappenhall 167-8 dec. (50 overs: W. Sharp 52, S. Titchard 42no, C. France 31);  

 Hale Barns 94-8 (50 overs: C. Park 5-24)

IRBY (23 pts.) beat WINNINGTON PARK (won toss, 5 pts.) by 113 runs.

 Irby 173 (50 overs: P. Rennie 41, M. Newman sen. 36, D. Thomas 30, S. O’Neill 4-51, J. Cowell 3-38); 

 Winnington Park 60 (32 overs: S. Hurworth 5-33).

MARPLE (won toss, 8 pts.) drew with BREDBURY ST. MARK’s (10 pts.)

 Bredbury 167-7 dec. (50 overs: D. Carr 70); 

 Marple 153-7 (50 overs: W. Sugden 71no).

MIDDLEWICH (won toss, 7 pts.) lost to TATTENHALL (22 pts.) by 31 runs.

 Tattenhall 156 (50 overs: J. Gibbon 45, R. Mulvihill 31, T. Gledhill 4-54); 

 Middlewich 125 (46 overs: S. Price 37, D. Lewis 9-52).

SALE (16 pts.) drew with MOBBERLEY (won toss, 9 pts.)

 Sale 234-3 dec. (49 overs: J-P. Lee 107no, I. Harrop 78no, D. Halkon 49); 

 Mobberley 201-8 (51 overs: M. Lennon 69, P. Hussain 53, R. Halkon 6-61.
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FIXTURES & UMPIRES FOR SATURDAY, APRIL 26th
ECB Premier League (12.30 p.m.)

CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL v TOFT
panel umpires: Kinsey & Ogden

MACCLESFIELD v BOWDON


A. Davies & Goulding

NANTWICH v HEATON MERSEY

Lofthouse & Prescott

NESTON v HYDE



Hacking & Wilgose

OULTON PARK v URMSTON


Abel & Flanagan

WIDNES v ALDERLEY EDGE


R. Davis & Sutton

First Division  (1 p.m.)

BIRKENHEAD PARK v BRAMHALL

Bowman & Morris

CHEADLE HULME v UPTON


Bradshaw & Perry

CHRISTLETON v BOLLINGTON

Cunningham & Kirkbright tel. 016 440 9576  

OXTON v CHEADLE



Anderson & B. Jones

POYNTON v DIDSBURY


Drury & Roberts

WARRINGTON v TIMPERLEY

T. Hill & Silver

Second Division (1 p.m.)

BREDBURY St. MARK’s v GRAPPENHALL
Coakley & Smith

BURNAGE v IRBY



Murphy & Rothwell

HALE BARNS v MOBBERLEY

Greensmith & Shallcross

STOCKPORT GEO. v MIDDLEWICH

Brown & S. Davies

TATTENHALL v MARPLE


Hunter & Lewis

WINNINGTON PARK v SALE


Goron & Wellsteed

SUNDAY, APRIL 27th

Minor Counties Cup first group game

 Bedfordshire v Cheshire (at Ampthill, 11 a.m.). 

Cheshire Cup 1st round  (1.30 p.m.):

 Ashton on Mersey v Chelford  (umpires: Colin Hughes and Tony Barnes)

 Brooklands v Winnington Park (Neville Abberley and Norman Cook)

There is a full programme of 3rd XI Saturday fixtures on April 26th.

Second round of mini-group fixtures in the 3rd XI Jack Gardner Cup (1 p.m.):

 Urmston v Bollington; 

 Tattenhall v Macclesfield; 

 Grappenhall v Sale; 

 Mobberley v Marple; 

 Romiley v Bowdon; 

 Warrington v Heaton Mersey; 

 Christleton v Alderley Edge

 Poynton v Didsbury; 

 Upton v Bramhall; 

 Neston v Stockport. 
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SPECIAL REGISTRATIONS: 2008

Overseas players (28)

ALDERLEY EDGE (Premier League): Sohail Rauf.   Indian all-rounder. Played for club in 2007.

BRAMHALL (Division 1): Hamish Templeton. New Zealand all-rounder.

BOLLINGTON (Division 1): Moazam Ali . Pakistani bowler.

BURNAGE (Division 2): Aqueel Abbas. Pakistani all-rounder.

CHEADLE (Division 1): Dan Schuppan.  Australian bowler.  Played for club in 2007.

CHEADLE HULME: Todd McDonald  New Zealand all-rounder. Played for club in 2007.

CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL (Premier League): Darren Cruikshank.  Trinidad all-rounder. Played for Christleton in 2007.

CHRISTLETON (Division 1): Iroshan de Silva.  Sri Lankan all-rounder.

GRAPPENHALL (Division 2): Cameron Park. Australian all-rounder. Previously with Widnes.

HALE BARNS (Division 2): Ciaron Connelly.  Australian all-rounder. Played for club in 2007.

HEATON MERSEY (Premier League): Brenton McDonald. Australian all-rounder. Played for club in 2007.

HYDE (Premier League): Josh Farmer. Australian batsman.  

IRBY (Division 2): Nathan Woods. Australian batsman

MACCLESFIELD (Premier League):  Nathan Allan, Australian all-rounder.

MARPLE (Division 2): Dean Bertling, Australian fast bowler.

NANTWICH (Premier League): Glen Batticiotto, Australian all-rounder.

NESTON (Premier League): Jack Smith. Australian batsman. Returning for second spell.

OXTON (Division 1): Chandrasekara Atram. Indian fast bowler.

POYNTON (Division 1): Derwen Thompson.  Barbados all-rounder. Returning for sixth season.

SALE (Division 2): John Taylor. Australian batsman.  Played for club in 2007.

TATTENHALL (Division 2): Damien Lewis. Trinidad bowler. Played for club in 2007.

TIMPERLEY (Division 1): Francois van de Merde .  South African fast bowler.

TOFT (Premier League). Joshua Bean. Australian all-rounder.

UPTON (Division 1): Adam Watson. Australian all-rounder.

URMSTON (Premier League). Parvez Aziz. Indian batsman.  Plays for Ahmedabad Rockets in ICL.

WARRINGTON (Division 1): Dane Hutchinson. Australian fast bowler.

WIDNES (Premier League): Daniel Pascoe. Australian spin bowler.

WINNINGTON PARK: Sean O’Neill.  Australian spin bowler.

 Further registrations can be made up to May 31st. 

*Overseas exempt players (17)

Zia ur Rehman (Birkenhead Park); Naeem Iqbal (Bollington); Syed Abbas, Rashid Parvez, Mohammed Israr Ul-Haq, Mohammed Aqeel, Safdar Shah (all Burnage); Brett Kinsey (Cheadle); Suresh de Silva (Christleton); Kharwal Iqbal (Hale Barns);Hamantha Edirisooriya (Irby);  Steve Spiteri (Mobberley); Jeran-Pierre Lee (Sale); Ryan Edwards (Timperley);  Kai Koch, Derek Capaccioli (both Toft); Steve Heydon (Warrington). 

* Non UK nationals who have lived in this country for more than two years. 

 If any clubs have further players to be registered under this category they should do so immediately. 

Contracted players (3)

ALDERLEY EDGE (Premier League):  Simon Marshall, Lancashire all-rounder. Formerly with Neston. 

ALDERLEY EDGE Oliver Newby (Premier League): Lancashire fast bowler.

BOWDON (Premier League): Gareth Cross, Lancashire wicket-keeper/batsman.

April 19 Newsletter ……7

Roy Ramsbottom Memorial match rained off

THE Memorial Match at Oulton Park on Sunday to mark the long service to the club of late chairman Roy Ramsbottom was rained off.  

 The champions were due to take on a strong Cheshire XI, but morning rain and miserable conditions persuaded captains Nathan Dumelow and Andy Hall to call it off after an early tea.

 Chairman George Taylor welcomed the teams and guests and wished Cheshire well for the forthcoming season and his words were echoed by Roy’s widow Sue, a regular attender at Oulton’s home matches. .

Kent trial for Danny Woods

HYDE left-arm spinner Danny Woods has been enjoying trials with Kent at their Canterbury HQ.  His work impressed the coaches so much he has been invited to play in a couple of three-day 2nd XI games in July.

Sportsman’s Dinner at Upton

UPTON are to stage their eighth Sportsman’s Dinner in the pavilion at Old Greasby road on June 20th when former Liverpool and Tranmere Rovers striker John Aldridge will be guest speaker.  Tickets at £40 can be obtained from Gavin Byrom tel. 07977 100709 or by e-mail on gavin.byrom@gmail.com.

Cheshire women in action

CHESHIRE Women’s open their inter-county programme on Sunday, May 18th.

 Most players will be appearing for Tytherington club in Premier League north games during the next month.  The opening fixture against North Riding on Sunday, April 20th was cancelled. Remaining games in the Cheshire / North Wales group are against Meir Heath at Hawarden Park on Sunday, April 27th; Derbyshire at Macclesfield on Sunday, May 11th and Sheffield United at Alvanley on Sunday, May 11th. 

ECB registration forms

THE 12 ECB Premier League clubs should return their registration forms to the Competition secretary by April 30th.

Cheshire Cup plans

AFTER the first two Cheshire Cup games scheduled for Saturday, April 27th (see page 5) the remainder of the first round  is on Sunday, May 4th (1.30 p.m.) as follows:

 Birkenhead St. Mary’s v Davenham (umpires Jim Hill and Geoff Wellsteed); Hale Barns v Parkfield Liscard (Terry Hill and Peter Hayes); Malpas v Stockport (Dave Sutton and Geoff Young); Middlewich v Congleton (Chris Smith and Glyn Roberts); Old Parkonians v Grappenhall (Pat Hutchinson and John Bone); Sale v Caldy (Steve Kirkbright and Clive Heylin).
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League handbook corrections / amendments to Saturday April 19

(please alter your copy immediately)

PAGE 36.  Heaton Mersey 1st XI captain is David Fitzsimmons, 35, Joel Lane, Gee Cross, Hyde SK14 5JX. Tels. 0161 366 9854 (h); 078166 16801 (m). E-mail: david.fitz1@hotmail.com
PAGE 43.  Neston 2nd XI captain John Fennah  has resigned. No replacement yet. He also stands down as Juniors chairman who is now Andy Crick, 16, Greenfield Road, Little Sutton, Ellesmere Port CH66 1PE. Tels; 0151 339 1234 (h); 079602 67662 (m). E-mail: andy-crick@supanet.com.

PAGE 49: Timperley 2nd XI captain Richard Webb new mobile tel.  07779 123892. 

PAGE 59. Brooklands 4th XI captain’s mobile 078280 39077. E-mail: markvesey@hotmail.co.uk

PAGES 63-64.  Changes to Runcorn officers.  Chairman: Stephen Gill, 24, Royden Way, Runcorn WA7 5AZ. Tel. 01928 770 772. Secretary and League rep.: Mike Best, 17, York Street, Runcorn WA7 5AZ. Tel. 01928 771 814.  1st XI captain:  Jamie Hill. Tel. 07970 746394 (m); 2nd XI captain Colin Lloyd. Tel. 07986 439 350 (m).

PAGE 69.  Umpire Steve Kirkbright home tel. 0161 440 9576.

PAGE 97.  Macclesfield 1st XI bowling averages were omitted. They read as follows:

O
M
R
W
Avge.
5wkts
BB
Rpo

S. Patterson (2nd)

118
35
358
30
11.93
5-8
4
3.03

C. Melrose (11th)

205
36
731
46
15.89
5-16
4
3.57

B. Cutbill (16th)

150
22
565
30
18.83
4-8
-
3.79

M. Hillaby (20th)

215
62
555
29
19.14
6-44
3
2.59

PAGE 104.  G. Dixon (Upton) scored 1,007 runs in 1995 not 1996.

PAGE 156.  Sinclair & Coombes advertisement.  Best wishes to League offered for 2008 not 2007 (discount will be offered in 2009 !)

PAGE 222.  Regulation 4 (ii). The following should be in bold type as an amended regulation: 

 Where weather conditions affect a game after play has commenced, the first 30 minutes of aggregated playing time lost shall be discounted and overs will not be lost until that time has elapsed.

PAGE 269.  Cheshire Cup draw: New Brighton have withdrawn. L winners (Brooklands/Winnington Park or Upton) will have a bye through round three.

Any further corrections should be notified ASAP.  Additional handbooks are available at £3. 
And finally ………

DURING a visit to a mental asylum, a visitor asked the Director: “How do you determine whether or not a patient should be institutionalised?”

 “Well”, said the Director, “we fill up a bathtub, then we offer a teaspoon, a teacup and a bucket to the patient and ask him or her to empty the bathtub”.

 “Oh, I understand”, said the visitor. “A normal person would use the bucket because it’s bigger than the spoon or the teacup?”

 “No “ said the Director, “A normal person would pull the plug. Do you want a bed near the window?”

Mike.t-b@virgin.net: April 21/08

