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Bowdon foiled by rain

after Kitzinger’s 5-5

RAIN spoiled the clash of the two top clubs in the ECB Premier League, leaving Bowdon frustrated after bowling out leaders Alderley Edge out for 117.

 Dorset seam bowler Rupert Kitzinger returned the remarkable figures of 5-5 off 7.3 overs and with Richard Wilkinson taking 5-57, Alderley, whose team contained Lancashire’s Simon Marshall and Oliver Newby, were dismissed cheaply with only the quality of former Lancashire batsman Mark Currie (54) defying them. Bowdon had reached 90-4 in reply with plenty of their 51 overs left (Carl Hey 29) when rain ended play early, leaving the two sides with a seven points return

 Both were therefore unable to take advantage of the cancellation of third-placed Oulton Park’s home match against Widnes, the reigning champions also picking up seven points.  It was an unsatisfactory way for Oulton to complete three full years without defeat, but at least they go on fighting to retain their title, 25 points behind Alderley with the half-way stage arriving next Saturday.

 Oulton’s 60- match record since losing by 33 runs at home to Nantwich on June 25th, 2005 is:  won 36, drawn 14, abandoned / cancelled 10.  

 Chester Boughton Hall recorded their second win against Neston at Parkgate in two days, following a Fred Graham Twenty20 Trophy victory there on Thursday. Neston were dismissed for 134, Stan Clifford 39, Neil Pearson 5-39, Alex Kegg 3-55 and Chester replied with a comfortable 138-3, Ed Roberts 73, Darren Cruikshank 35, both not out, to move into fourth place. 

McDonald 71 and 6-38 for ‘Mersey

 In the clash of the two bottom teams, Heaton Mersey had the better (13-6 on points) of a drawn game at Macclesfield after posting 231-8, Adam Catlow 89, Brenton McDonald 71, Craig Melrose 5-52 including a hat-trick (Catlow, Waqar Rashid, Cranmer).  Macclesfield struggled to 106-6 in reply, Aussie all-rounder McDonald completing a splendid day’s work with 6-38.

 Toft shaded the draw points 9-8 at Urmston in a rain-reduced match after declaring on 201-6, Nigel Muirhead 64 not out, Andy Bones 45.  Urmston got to 172-5, hard-hitting Indian batsman Ashwin Punja not out 49.

 A second casualty of the weather was Hyde v Nantwich at Werneth Low, with seven points each allocated.
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DIVISION 1: Didsbury go 25 points clear
ALTHOUGH only able to extract 13 points from an abandoned home game against Timperley., Didsbury went 25 points clear at the top of Division One while closest challengers Oxton were unable to make a start at home to Warrington.

 Marcus Fisher top-scored with 57 in Didsbury’s all out tally of 171, who then reduced Timperley to 56-6 in 21 overs when rain arrived, Peter Manser  4-30.

  The important Oxton v Warrington fixture was cancelled, home skipper Andy Birley claiming to be “extremely frustrated” at the failure to get the match started. 

 Upton moved to within two points of their Wirral rivals with victory at Cheadle in a match dominated by players named Dixon. Greg Dixon top-scored with 69 in Cheadle’s 185-9, no relation Gary Dixon taking 4-53 and son Ross 3-21.  Upton went on to win by three wickets, Adam Watson 54, Ross Dixon 45.

 Poynton continued their  improvement and lie fourth after taking 16 points from a home draw with Bramhall. Brian Kingham hit 106 and Nafees Din 54 not out to help their side declare at 226-6.  To which Bramhall responded with 148-7, Matt Dawson 61 not out, Derwen Thompson 4-35.

 Christleton beat Cheadle Hulme by four wickets at Little Heath after their hosts had declared on 221-5, Richard Battye 90 and Adam Wilde 74 putting together 112 for the third wicket. A fine innings of 91 by Rick Moore then led Christleton to victory, Tod McDonald 4-105. Lone umpire Geoff Wellsteed commented: “An exciting finish, good spirit, pitch excellent”. 

 Plaudits to Bollington who avoided defeat for the first time in 10 games against Birkenhead Park, even though they only managed nine points from a losing draw.  Tom Hunter hit a fgne 118 for Park with Mike Barnes 50 in a declared tally of 229-4.  Bolly got to a commendable 200-8, Ged McKiernan 38 not out, Abdul Aqueel 36, Chris Foran 4-48.

DIVISION 2:  Defeat for leaders Irby
IRBY lost their second game of the season by six wickets off the last ball of an exciting Division Two against Tattenhall, who ended a poor run to move back into second spot. 

 Nathan Woods (100) and Phil Rennie (88) enjoyed a century stand to help Irby declare at a healthy 244-6, Mel Dobson 3-104.  Tatters replied brightly with John Gibbon 75, John Hope 63 and Paul Kettle 51 before a boundary off the final ball delivered them 25 points.

 Last season’s two promoted Meller Braggins clubs enjoyed an exciting game at Cromley Road. Georgians scored 124, Adam Gaskarth 41, Dean Bertling 4-22, Matt Barrow 4-26 before Marple fell three runs short at  121, Will Sugden 36. Ifti Hussain claimed a match-winning 7-67 for the winners. .

 Burnage won by five wickets at Hale Barns, who improved on recent batting totals to post 194-5, Ciaron Connolly 58, Rashid Parvez 4-35.  Burnage replied with 195-5, Muhammed Butt 56,  Mohammed Zaman 40.

 David Bates  recorded the highest divisional score of the season with an unbeaten 142 in Middlewich’s handsome 239-7, Rick Halkon 5-56.  Sale stuck it out at 134-7, Danny Halkon 61 not out.

  Six ft. 6 ins. left-hander Ian Barnes scored a rapid 76 to help Grappenhall post 209-6 against Mobberley at Broad Lane. The  visitors replied with 171-8, S. Khan 64, Cameron Park 5-36.

 Bottom team Winnington Park mustered nine points from a losing draw at Bredbury St. Mark’s whose batsmen ran up 263-6, D. Carr 117, Chris Wood 72.  Aussie batsman Sean O’Neil top-scored with 60 for Park, whose reply was cut short by rain with 14 overs left.
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Saturday’s scorelines …

ECB PREMIER LEAGUE

BOWDON (won toss, 7 pts.) v ALDERLEY EDGE (7 pts.): match abandoned.

 Alderley Edge 117 (33 overs: M. Currie 54, R. Kitzinger 5-5, R. Wilkinson 5-57); 

 Bowdon 90-4 (29 overs: C. Hey 23).

HYDE (7 pts.) v NANTWICH (7 pts.):  match cancelled.

MACCLESFIELD (6 pts.) drew with HEATON MERSEY (won toss, 13 pts.)

 Heaton Mersey 231-8 dec. (54 overs: A. Catlow 89, B. McDonald 71, J. Williamson 35no, C. Melrose 5-52 inc. hat-trick); 

 Macclesfield 106-6 (54 overs: N. Allen 22, B. McDonald 6-38).

NESTON (won toss, 3 pts.) lost to CHESTER  BOUGHTON HALL (25 pts.) by 7 wickets.

 Neston 134 (45 overs: S. Clifford 38, N. Pierson 5-39, A. Kegg 3-55); 

 Chester Boughton Hall 138-3 (31 overs: E. Roberts 73no, D. Cruikshank 35no).

OULTON PARK (7 pts.) v WIDNES (7 pts.): match cancelled.

URMSTON (8 pts.) drew with TOFT (won toss, 9 pts.).

 Toft 201-6 dec. (42 overs: N. Muirhead 64no, A. Bones 45, E. Stubbs 33); 

 Urmston 172-5 (38 overs: A. Punja 49no, C. Watson 37).

DIVISION ONE

BOLLINGTON ( 9pts.) drew with BIRKENHEAD PARK (won toss, 16 pts.).

 Birkenhead Park 229-4 dec. (49 overs: T. Hunter 118, M. Barnes 50); 

 Bollington 200-8 (51 overs: G. McKiernan 38no, A. Akil  36, C. Foran 4-48).

CHEADLE (12 pts.)  lost to UPTON (won toss, 20 pts.) by 3 wickets.

 Cheadle 185-9 dec. (47 overs: Greg Dixon 69, Gary Dixon 4-53, Ross Dixon 3-21); 

 Upton 189-7 (45 overs: A. Watson 54, Ross Dixon 45).

CHRISTLETON (won toss, 20 pts.) beat CHEADLE HULME (13 pts.) by 4 wickets.

 Cheadle Hulme 221-5 dec. (50 overs: R. Battye 90, A. Wilde 74); 

 Christleton 222-6 (48 overs: R. Moore 91, S. Jones 45, T. McDonald 4-104)

DIDSBURY (won toss, 13 pts.) drew with TIMPERLEY (7 pts.)

 Didsbury 171 (45 overs: M. Fisher 57, S. Stoneman 32, F. van de Merwe 3-47); 

 Timperley 54-6 (21 overs: P. Manser 4-30).

OXTON (7 pts.) v WARRINGTON (7 pts.): match cancelled.

POYNTON (16 pts.) drew with BRAMHALL (won toss, 8 pts.)

 Poynton 226-6 dec. (50 overs: B. Kingham 106, N. Din 54no, R. Hurlston 3-81); 

 Bramhall 148-8 (47 overs: M. Dawson 61no, A. Hall 32, D, Thompson 4-35).

June 21st Newsletter …………4

DIVISION TWO

BREDBURY ST. MARK’s (25 pts.) drew with WINNINGTON PARK (won toss, 9 pts.)

 Bredbury St. Mark’s 263-6 dec. (48 overs: D. Carr 117, C. Wood 72); 

 Winnington Park 177-6 (39 overs: S. O’Neill 60).

BURNAGE (won toss, 20 pts.) beat HALE BARNS (11 pts.) by 5 wickets.

 Hale Barns 194-5 dec. (39 overs: C. Connolly 58, S. Ashraf 33, R. Parvez 4-35); 

 Burnage 195-5 (37 overs: I. Butt 56, I. Zaman 40, S. Chaudry 3-53).

GRAPPENHALL (won toss, 16 pts.) drew with MOBBERLEY (8 pts.)

 Grappenhall 209-6 dec. (43 overs: I. Barnes 76, W. Sharp 42); 

 Mobberley 171-8 (45 overs: S. Khan 64, N. Wood 40, C. Park 5-36).

IRBY (won toss, 13 pts.) lost to TATTENHALL (25 pts.) by 4 wickets.

 Irby 244-6 dec. (48 overs: N. Woods 100, P. Rennie 88, M. Dobson 3-104); 

 Tattenhall 247-6 (48 overs: J. Gibbon 75, J. Hoper 63, P. Kettle 51).

MIDDLEWICH (won toss, 16 pts.) drew with SALE (8 pts.)

 Middlewich 239-7 dec. (47 overs: D. Bates 142no, R. Halkon 5-56); 

 Sale 134-7 (47 overs: D. Halkon 62no, S. Price 3-37).

STOCKPORT GEORGIANS (22 pts.) beat MARPLE (won toss, 6 pts.) by 3 runs.

 Stockport Georgians 124 (39 overs: A. Gaskarth 41, S. Normanton 35, M. Barrow 4-22, D. Bertling 4-22);

  Marple 121 (40 overs: W. Sugden 36, I. Hussain 7-67, J. Leggatt 3-36).

PICK OF THE WEEK

Premier League

Batting – 
Ed Roberts (Chester Boughton Hall) 73no v Neston

Bowling –  
Rupert Kitzinger (Bowdon) 5-5 v Alderley Edge

All-rounder –
 Brenton McDonald (Heaton Mersey) 71 and 6-38 v Macclesfield

First Division

Batting –  
Tom Hunter (Birkenhead Park) 118 v Bollington

Bowling –  
o Peter Manser (Didsbury) 4-30 v Timperley

All-rounder – 
Ross Dixon (Upton) 45 and 3-21 v Cheadle 

Second Division

Batting –  
David Bates (Middlewich) 142no v Sale

Bowling-  
Ifti Hussain (Stockport Georgians) 7-67 v Marple

All-rounder – 
none
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Tables to week 10:  Saturday, June 21st
ECB Premier

P
W20
W25
D
C/A
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts

t  ALDERLEY EDGE
10
3
3
1
1
1
18
4
184

BOWDON

10
3
3
1
2
1
11
6
168

OULTON PARK
10
3
2
4
1
0
23
11
159

CHESTER BO. HALL
10
4
1
0
0
5
27
17
149

NANTWICH

10
2
1
3
1
3
45
25
148

HYDE


10
3
1
2
1
3
34
16
146

WIDNES

10
1
1
4
1
3
36
33
129

TOFT


10
1
1
5
0
3
41
30
126

NESTON (4)

10
2
0
3
1
4
43
27
119

URMSTON

10
1
0
3
1
5
41
31
105

MACCLESFIELD
10
2
0
2
0
6
27
29
100

HEATON MERSEY
10
1
0
4
0
5
39
25
92

  t = Alderley Edge record includes 18 tie points in a level-scores draw. 

  Widnes v Neston  June 14th:  Neston 4 pts. deducted for slow over rate. 

Division 1

P
W20
W25
D
C/A
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts


DIDSBURY

10
2
3
5
0
0
38
21
184

OXTON

10
2
2
3
2
1
33
16
159

UPTON


10
5
1
1
1
2
14
9
157

POYNTON

10
3
1
3
0
3
27
24
142

TIMPERLEY

10
2
2
1
1
4
19
14
132

WARRINGTON (2)
10
1
2
4
2
1
29
13
132

BRAMHALL

10
2
1
3
2
2
26
17
128

CHRISTLETON (5)
10
3
0
4
1
2
25
27
122

CHEADLE HULME
10
1
1
4
0
4
42
26
121

BIRKENHEAD PARK
10
0
2
4
0
4
34
23
115

CHEADLE

10
2
0
2
0
6
30
23
97

BOLLINGTON

10
0
0
1
0
9
19
24
45

 Warrington v Christleton, June 14th: Warrington 2 pts. deducted; Christleton 5 pts. deducted for slow over rates.

 Division 2

P
W20
W25
D
C/A
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts. 

IRBY


10
4
3
1
0
2
23
10
190

TATTENHALL

10
2
3
3
0
2
27
18
166

STOCKPORT GEO.
10
1
3
1
1
4
29
18
151

GRAPPENHALL
10
1
2
4
1
2
38
22
145

MARPLE

10
3
1
3
0
3
28
24
143

MOBBERLEY

10
3
1
4
0
2
25
21
139

BURNAGE

10
3
0
1
2
4
44
19
139

MIDDLEWICH

10
2
1
4
0
3
38
25
136

SALE


10
1
1
5
0
3
42
32
129

BREDBURY ST. MK.
10
1
0
6
0
3
56
32
120

HALE BARNS

10
1
1
3
0
5
27
25
103

WINNINGTON PARK
10
0
1
3
0
6
29
29
89
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Fixtures & umpires for Saturday, June 28th

ECB Premier League (1 p.m.)

CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL v OULTON PARK
Abel & Wellsteed

HEATON MERSEY v BOWDON


Lowe & Murphy

NANTWICH v NESTON



T. Hill & Lewis




TOFT v HYDE (12 noon)



S. Davies & Smith

URMSTON v ALDERLEY EDGE


Greensmith & Perry

WIDNES v MACCLESFIELD



Kinsey & Williams

First Division  (1.30 p.m.)

BIRKENHEAD PARK v CHRISTLETON

Rothwell & Sutton

BRAMHALL v DIDSBURY



Kirkbright t. 01614409578 & Lofthouse

CHEADLE HULME v OXTON



Hardman & Scrimgeour

TIMPERLEY v CHEADLE



Anderson tel. 0161 962 3292 & Goron

UPTON v BOLLINGTON



Prescott & Talbot-Butler

WARRINGTON v POYNTON



Flanagan & Wilgose

Second Division (1.30 p.m.)

HALE BARNS v BREDBURY St. MARK’s

Cunningham & Ogden

MARPLE v MIDDLEWICH



Goulding & Hambleton

MOBBERLEY v IRBY




Hacking & Shaw

SALE v GRAPPENHALL



Heylin & Shallcross

TATTENHALL v BURNAGE



R. Davis & Speakman tel. 07908 650125

WINNINGTON PARK v STOCKPORT GEO.

Hunter & B. Jones

Umpires’ Fair Play table to June 14th
1 =   Hale Barns, Toft




 3.44 

3 =   Neston, Upton




 3.25

5 =   Hyde, Winnington Park



 3.22

7 =   Grappenhall, Sale




 3.13

9 =  Chester Boughton Hall, Irby, Macclesfield

 3.11

12 = Bowdon, Middlewich 



 3.00

14 = Alderley Edge, Bredbury, Cheadle, Cheadle Hulme,

 Nantwich, Tattenhall, Widnes



 2.89

21 = Oxton, Stockport Georgians 



 2.88

23    Burnage 





 2.86

24 = Bollington, Heaton Mersey, Marple, Mobberley, 

Oulton Park, Timperley




 2.78

30    Bramhall 





 2.70

31 = Birkenhead Park, Poynton 



 2.67

33 = Urmston, Warrington



 2.63

35    Didsbury





 2.44

36    Christleton 





 2.13 

  Coordinator John Lofthouse comments: “Thirteen clubs are at, or in excess of, the three points Spirit of Cricket benchmark.  Sadly, this is a lower figure than in the first table a month earlier. Hale Barns and Toft maintain their lead and Upton are the sole representatives in the top dozen from Division One”. 
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Fred Graham Twenty20 Trophy

THIRD ROUND RESULTS

Thursday, June 12

ALDERLEY EDGE (won toss) beat BREDBURY ST. MARK’s by 53 runs.

 Alderley Edge 200-5 (20 overs: S. Rauf 85, M. Currie 80,  = 2nd wicket stand of 141, C. Wood 3-29); Bredbury 147-6 (20 overs: C. Wood 87, D. Carr 34). 

Tuesday, June 17

POYNTON lost to TIMPERLEY (won toss) by 1 wicket.

 Poynton 131-8 (20 overs: D. Thompson 46no, M. Maddocks 3-25); Timperley 132-9 (19.5 overs: S. Bisson-Foster 26no, M. Bishop 22, R. Clark 3-12). 

 There were no panel umpires appointed for this game as the Fixture Secretary had not been notified. 

CHRISTLETON lost to OULTON PARK (won toss) by 42 runs.

 Oulton Park 178-4 (20 overs: N. Dumelow 98no); Christleton 136-7 (20 overs: I. De Silva 55, S. Ratcliffe 46 = 103 opening stand, B. Tomlinson 3-12)..

Thursday, June 19

HYDE (won toss) beat HEATON MERSEY by 15 runs.

 Hyde 126-8 (12 overs: J. Duffy 49no, D. Berry 34); Heaton Mersey 109-8 (12 overs): M. Bennett 42, G. Peacock 3-18).  Game reduced to 12 overs each due to rain. 

NESTON (won toss) lost to CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL by 4 wickets.

 Neston 146 (20 overs: A. Clarke 68, L. Dixon 28, B. Cooper 26, A. Anderson 4-25); Chester 148-6 (19 overs: E. Roberts 46, M. Griffiths 35). 

Friday, June 20

URMSTON lost to BOWDON

 No information received. 

Remaining third round games

SALE v MARPLE: Thursday, June 26

TATTENHALL v GRAPPENHALL:  Tuesday, June 24  (Hacking & Speakman tel. 07908 650125)

Fourth round draw (games to be completed by August 1st)

 ALDERLEY EDGE v TIMPERLEY

 SALE / MARPLE v HYDE (holders)

 CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL v OULTON PARK

 TATTENHALL / GRAPPENHALL v BOWDON

  The semi-finals and final will be played at Timperley on Sunday, August 10th. 

Twenty20 Plate

SECOND ROUND RESULTS

Thursday, June 19

BIRKENHEAD PARK (won toss) lost to OXTON by 4 wickets

 Birkenhead Park 97-9 (20 overs); Oxton 91-6 (17 overs: C. Davies 33no, M. Rowland 33). 

Sunday, June 22

 MACCLESFIELD beat BOLLINGTON (won toss) by 4 wickets.

 Bollington 135 (20 overs: A. Aqueel 39, R. Hough 36, C. Rowe 30no, J. Hawley 4-26); Macclesfield 138-6 (19.3 overs: J. Knight 31, K. Sawas 28, N. Allen 24;  Eight runs were  needed to win in last over). 
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Remaining second round Plate games to be played by Monday, June 30th
DIDSBURY v BRAMHALL: TBA 

MIDDLEWICH v HALE BARNS: TBA

BURNAGE v CHEADLE: Thursday, June 26 (Anderson tel. 0161 962 3292 & Scrimgeour) 
IRBY v UPTON: Friday, June 27

NANTWICH bye

TOFT v WIDNES: Tuesday, June 24 (Greensmith & T. Hill)

 The third round has to be played by July 11th and the semi-finals by August 1st.  

 The final is at Timperley on Sunday, August 10th. 

Clubs are strongly urged to arrange these matches without delay.  When they have done so the Fixture Secretary should be informed and local panel umpires will be appointed.

The Fred Graham Twenty20 Trophy in 2008 is sponsored by Lovelane Ltd.  

League line-up at Darlington

WIDNES wicket-keeper Ian Spencer is to captain the League team for their President’s Trophy quarter-final game against the North Yorkshire & South Durham League at Darlington on Sunday, July 6th (1.30 p.m.).

 The selectors had to grapple with lack of availability due to Cheshire playing Oxfordshire in Alderley Edge  the same day. The team is:

 Ian Spencer captain and wicket-keeper, James McCoy (Widnes), Alan Day (Alderley Edge), Tom Twiney (Timperley), Lee Dixon Jonny Kettle, Guy Emmett (Oulton Park), Danny Berry (Hyde), Dave Fitzsmmons (Heaton Mersey), Chris Stenhouse (Oxton), AN Other. 12th man: Luke McCoy (Widnes). Team manager: Harry Bramhall.

 A 30-seater coach will leave Bowdon at 9.45 a.m. and seats are available for supporters free of charge.  

 The winners will be away to Liverpool Competition in the semi-finals. 

Wales top 400 at Chester

CHESHIRE had a hard day in the field against Wales in their first Minor Counties championship home match at Chester Boughton Hall, starting on Sunday, June 22nd 

 A Wales team containing no fewer than nine Glamorgan contracted players  scored 406-8, to which Cheshire replied with 106-2 by the close, Andy Hall 44 not out.

 The game continues on Monday and Tuesday (11 a.m. daily). 

252 opening stand for Cheshire A

WIDNES batsman James McCoy scored a career-best 187 for Cheshire A in their rain-ruined friendly against Yorkshire Academy at Middlewich on Tuesday - Wednesday last week.

 McCoy, whose innings lasted 121 balls, put on 252 for the first wicket with Oulton Park’s Jonny Kettle, 64.  The stand ended early on the second morning after which skipper Nick Cantello (Bramhall) added 32 in a Cheshire tally which reached 399-5 when rain ended play.

 Yorkshire scored 222 on the opening day, Hyde spinner Danny Berry taking 5-79.

 Information about Cheshire County Cricket Club’s matches is provided by press officer Neil Goulding.

Board team at Grappenhall

CHESHIRE Board take on Warwickshire at Grappenhall in an Under 19 challenge match on Tuesday, June 24th (11 a.m.). 

 Cheshire’s 12-strong squad is: Rick Moore captain (Christleton), David Hurst (Neston), Mark Bennett, Hassan Rashid, Adam Catlow (Heaton Mersey), Jonny Kettle, Louis Bentley, Craig Williamson (Oulton Park), Tom Gledhill (Middlewich), Mark Newman (Irby), Pat Roberts (Toft) wicket-keeper, Khalid Sawas (Macclesfield).  Team manager: Steve Amison. 

 Hurst will have to be replaced as he is playing for Cheshire at Chester.
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Hyde, Bowdon Cockspur Cup dates

THE League’s two surviving clubs in the Cockspur Cup have arranged their area semi-finals. 

 Bowdon travelled to Northern on Sunday, June 22nd where Carl Hey renewed acquaintance with the club where he broke the Liverpool Competition batting record last season.

 Hyde go to Saddleworth League outfit Bamford Fieldhouse on Sunday, June 29th. 

Holders through in Cheshire Cup

HOLDERS Oulton Park survived an onslaught by Davenham’s David Ashley to win their Cheshire Cup third round game by 83 runs at Little Budworth on Sunday.

 Oulton totalled 270-4, Danny Leech 86, former Davenham player Louis Bentley 70 not out, Jonny Kettle 66 and Davenham replied with 187, Ashley slamming 12 sixes and three fours in a rapid 102, Richard Taylor 3-16.

 In another third round game Wallasey replied with 88-3 to win by seven wickets at Lymm Oughtrington Park.

 The remaining third round tie between Bramhall and Toft in on Sunday, June 29.

 Hyde became the first club to reach round four with a 39 runs win at Northwich, scoring 215-4 (N. Elly 68 no, Gavin Peacock 47), then bowling Northwich out for 176 (John O’Sullivan 52, Chris 

Tipper 3-14, Peacock 3-34).

 Draw for round 4 (Sunday, June 29th): Hyde through; Burnage v Nantwich; Oulton Park v Bollington; Chester Boughton Hall v Bowdon; Bramhall or Toft v Didsbury (TBA); Neston v Widnes; Elworth v Brooklands; Stockport v Wallasey.

691 runs in Shield game

A RECORD total of 691 runs were scored in the Cheshire Shield first round game between Bredbury St. Mark’s and Crewe.  The NS&SCL side ran up a record-breaking 397-5 (T. Gower 157, N. Hurst 115no) and Bredbury got to 294-8 (S. Raja 63no, A. Keyworth 58, R. Keyworth 47).

 There were black marks for Winnington Park (v Birkenhead Park); Lindow (v Middlewich) and Hawk Green (v. Oxton) who all withdrew at short notice. 

 Results: Cheadle Hulme 144-9 (P. Balderston 47no, R. Edwards 4-42) Timperley 120 (S. Cable 34, E. McCray 7-23); Ashton on Mersey 125 Chester County Officers 121; Upton 186 (K. Bora 66) Old Parkonians 161 (I. Linwood 5-31).

 Draw for round 2 (Sunday July 6th): Birkenhead Park v Birkenhead St. Mary’s ; Middlewich v Congleton; Rode Park v Romiley; Malpas v Oxton; Marple v Cheadle Hulme; Hale Barns v Compstall; Crewe v Alderley Park; Ashton on Mersey v Upton.

 Information about the Cheshire Cup & Shield is provided by competition organiser Ian Greensmith

Cheshire Fifties rained off

CHESHIRE’s National 50 Plus county championship match against Nottinghamshire at Upton on Wednesday, June 18th was postponed due to rain.  It is hoped to re-arrange the game on Wednesday, July 16th at Upton.

  Cheshire were by the seaside this week taking on Lancashire at Formby on Wednesday, June 25th (1.30 p.m.). 

Flintoff at Alderley Edge

O ENGLAND all-rounder Freddie Flintoff began his eagerly-awaited return after injury when he played for Lancashire against Durham at Alderley Edge in a three-day 2nd XI county championship match last Tuesday – Thursday.  It was not until the third day that he got his chance to bat, hitting a couple of sixes in an impressive 56.  There was a large crowd present, especially on the first day, including many national newspaper photographers. 

O MACCLESFIELD’s move to a new ground is likely to be postponed until 2010 at the earliest, due to difficulties locating a new site.  Macclesfield have sold their present ground to Richmond Homes who plan to develop a retirement village there, but the club have not yet found the new HQ on which they intend to built a pavilion, two cricket pitches and provision for hockey.
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O BROOKLANDS are set for a return to the County League after two seasons in the Meller Braggins Cheshire League.  They currently lead the First Division after winning their first nine games.  Runners-up are Oakmere, who have never yet figured in the County League. 

O TATTENHALL 1st XI captain Robin Mulvihill will be out of action for a month following a knee operation and Paul Ferriday takes over in his place. 

 O CHESHIRE clubs are invited to nominate deserving individuals for Outstanding Service to Cricket (OSCA) awards to be held on Monday, October 13th at Lord’s. They should contact Cheshire Board Secretary David Sharp, 6, Ashdale Drive, Heald Green, Cheadle SK8 3SX, tel. 077546 15956; e-mail: sharp@ashdale6.freeserve.co.uk.  . 

O NANTWICH Cricket Club take on recently-promoted UniBond Premier Division Nantwich Football Club in a Twenty20 Challenge (cricket) match at Whitehouse Lane on Friday, June 27th, 6.30 p.m.  Admission is free. 

O RAMSBOTTOM (Lancashire League) all-rounder Alex Bell has joined Macclesfield. 

OVER 40s ROUND-UP

Bill Brown calls it a day at 77 

HAVING established that he is the oldest player  in the league –  78 next birthday – Brooklands Over 40s’ wicket-keeper Bill Brown has decided to call it a day.

 Jokes Bill: “I’ve been threatening to retire for some time, but now I’ve talked myself into it – with a little help from my team mates!  I’m OK keeping, but when it comes to batting I have trouble reaching the other end - in fact, my running is pretty pathetic.  I would like to play against my old club Cheadle Hulme next Wednesday, then call it a day.  I shall be out to stump young Ian Brown again and go out on a top note”.

  Only two games were played on a very wet Wednesday, June 18th, Nantwich Cavaliers beating Barnton by 57 runs at Whitehouse Lane in the West Division and Poynton L4egends winning at Mobberley in East Division One.  It is hoped to re-arrange the West fixture between Grappenhall and Tattenhall Wreckers within 14 days as per rule, while the Chester Boughton Hall v Irby fixture has been fixed for June 30th. 

WEST DIVISION RESULTS

Chester Boughton Hall v Irby: re-arranged for June 30.

Davenham v Warrington: cancelled 2 pts. each.

Grappenhall v Tattenhall Wreckers: cancelled 2 pts. each 

Nantwich Cavaliers (4 pts.) beat Barnton by 57 runs.

 Nantwich 173-5 (Cowap 33, McKeown 32, Davies 30); Barnton 116-5 (Whitehouse 30 in 12 balls).

Upton v Christleton: cancelled 2 pts. each.

EAST DIVISION 1

Bowdon v Timperley: cancelled 2 pts. each. 

Mobberley lost to  Poynton Legends (4 pts.) by 70 runs.

 Poynton 178-3 (Kingham 33, Martin 32, Berzins 30); Mobberley 108-5 (Sutcliffe 32, O’Shea 30). 

Toft v Alderley Edge: cancelled 2 pts. .each. 

Urmston v Marple: cancelled 2 pts. each.
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OVER 40s EAST DIVISION  2 RESULTS

Bramhall v Cheadle Hulme: cancelled 2 pts.  each.

Bredbury Saints v Macclesfield:  cancelled  2 pts. each.

Cheadle v Sale: cancelled 2 pts. each.

Romiley v Bowdon Vale: cancelled 2 pts. each.

Open: Brooklands. 

                                      TABLES TO JUNE 11

West Division

P
W
T
C
L
Pts.

Tattenhall Wreckers
7
6
0
1
0
26

Upton


7
5
0
2
0
24

Nantwich Cavaliers

7
4
0
1
2
18

Grappenhall

7
3
0
2
2
16

Irby


6
4
0
0
2
16

Chester Boughton Hall
6
2
1
1
2
13

Barnton


7
1
1
1
4
9

Christleton

7
1
0
2
4
8

Davenham

7
0
0
2
5
4

Warrington

7
0
0
2
5
4

East Division 1

P
W
C
L
Pts.

Poynton Legends

7
5
1
1
22

Bowdon


7
3
3
1
18

Marple


7
3
2
2
16

Urmston


7
3
2
2
16

Timperley

7
2
2
3
12

Toft


7
2
2
3
12

Alderley Edge Wizards
7
1
3
3
10

Mobberley

7
1
1
5
6

East Division 2

P
W
C
L
Total pts. divided by games played

Cheadle Hulme

7
4
2
1
2.85


Romiley


6
3
2
1
2.66

Macclesfield

6
3
1
2
2.33

Cheadle


7
3
2
2
2.28

Bowdon Vale

6
2
2
2
2.00

Bramhall


6
2
2
2
2.00

Sale


6
2
2
2
2.00

Bredbury Saints

6
1
2
3
1.33

Brooklands

6
0
1
5
0.33

Clubs in this division play an uneven number of fixtures. 

FIXTURES ON WEDNESDAY, JUNE 25th (6.15 p.m.)

 West Division: Chester Boughton Hall v Warrington; Christleton v Davenham; Grappenhall v Barnton; Irby v Nantwich Cavaliers; Upton v Tattenhall Wreckers.

 East Division 1: Alderley Edge Wizards v Marple; Mobberley v Bowdon; Poynton Legends v Toft; Urmston v Timperley.

 East Division 2: Bramhall v Bowdon Vale; Brooklands v Cheadle Hulme; Romiley v Macclesfield (Thursday); Sale v Bredbury Saints.  Open: Cheadle. 
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Early call for dinner

ORGANISER of the League Presentation Dinner, John Bygate issues an early call for clubs to note of the date of this year’s event.

 It is on Friday, October 3rd again at Mere Golf & Country Club, when  the star speaker is Sporting Impressionist Kevin Connelly.

 The price has been held at £28 (£25 for under 18s).

Funeral of Andy McAlpine

THE funeral of former Poynton 2nd XI captain Andy McAlpine, whose death after a six months illness with leukaemia was reported in last week’s Newsletter, is to be held on Friday, June 27th. 

  It will be at Norbury Parish Church, London Road, Hazel Grove at 12 noon.

June 14th postscripts

THE scorer of a match-winning 91 not out for Bowdon in their Premiership game at Toft was Richard – not Roger – Wilkinson.

 The Heaton Mersey scorebox was marked below standard by the umpires after their home game against Alderley Edge.  The ‘Mersey result sheet arrived late, incurring a fine.

 Best bowling performance of the week in Division One was recorded by Simon Turner (Poynton) with 7-30 v Oxton. The Poynton pitch was marked below standard.

 Oxton wicket-keeper N. Subadhar went on to take four catches in his team’s First Division defeat at Poynton after sharing in an unbroken 10th wicket stand of 58 with a score of 34 not out.

 There were no innings times recorded in the Birkenhead Park result sheet v Cheadle. The result of this match was also telephoned late; the umpires recorded that the Park scorebox was out of action. Cheadle had no scorer.

 When Timperley opener Tom Twiney scored 97 at Bramhall, he was seventh out with the total at 128.7.

 The Warrington v Christleton result was telephoned late and incurs a fine.  The phone-in cut off time for 1 p.m. and 1.30 starts is 9 p.m. After then they cannot be transmitted to the Press Association for use on teletext. 

 Making his first League appearance of the season for Marple against Sale in Division Two, evergreen wicket-keeper Steve Worrall not only scored 41 batting at nine, but took two catches and made three stumpings.

 Hale Barns’ umpires shed was marked below standard by the umpires after their home game against Irby.  Irby scored 25 points in this game, not 24 as reported  although 25 were recorded in the league table). 

 Umpires assessment cards for Saturday, June 14th were not received by co ordinator Ken Spilsbury from Chester Boughton Hall and Widnes (premier league) and Middlewich (Division Two). 

and  finally ……

AN octogenerian woman driver from Stockport calls 999 on her mobile to report that her car has been broken into.  When put through to the police, she is hysterical as she explains the situation: “It’s terrible - they’ve taken the stereo, the steering wheel, the brake pedal and even the accelerator”, she cries.

 The police clerk says: “Stay calm, madam, an officer is on the way”. 

 A little while later, the officer radios in to HQ: “Disregard. The lady got in the back seat by mistake”.

Some clubs are still failing to display the weekly Newsletter on their noticeboards.

They are respectfully requested to do so in order to give their members

 information about League activities 
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