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CHESHIRE COUNTY

CRICKET LEAGUE
Week 12: Saturday, July 5th Newsletter

Alderley lead premiership by 29 points

 after rain hits Bowdon, Oulton Park

WHILE principal challengers Bowdon and Oulton Park were having their respective matches abandoned due to rain, Alderley Edge were cantering to a 10 wickets victory at Toft to stretch the lead to 29 points at the top of the ECB Premier League.

 Toft were completely outplayed at Booths Park, being dismissed for a 93, Rohail Rauf 4-11, before Alderley’s Mark Currie (53) and Alan Day (39) – possibly the league’s best opening pair - knocked off the runs inside 17 overs.

 At Nantwich, Bowdon declared at a best-of-the-season 294-5, Richard Wilkinson 79, Carl Hey 77, Graham Cross 46.  The Dabbers had reached 139-2 (Chris Simpson 75 not out) with 20 overs remaining when the ground was hit by a thunderstorm. Bowdon took 13 points to the Dabbers’ seven. 

 After being injured in a Twenty20 game against Widnes the previous evening, Nantwich’s outstanding Aussie Glen Batticciotto was unable to play and now plans to return home this week earlier than expected. The Queenslander scored 635 runs in 10 innings, including three consecutive centuries, at average of 79.37.

 Cheshire batsman Ben Spendlove kept up his remarkable run with another fine innings for Oulton Park against Heaton Mersey at Little Budworth, hitting 120 in his team’s declared tally of 243-8, aided by 62 from Nathan Dumelow, while Danny Cranmer took 3-33 and Hassan Rashid 3-56.  Heaton Mersey had started with a useful 85-2 from 25 overs when rain ended play prematurely. Oulton collected 13 points and ‘Mersey seven. 

Urmston top 300…. Punja 131no

Highest total of the day was posted by Urmston who ran up 304-5 at Chester Boughton Hall, Indian all-rounder Ashwin Punja contributing 131 not out – his second successive century – and Craig Grindley 81, while Alex Kegg plugged away for 4-110.  Chester reached 198-8 in reply to record their first draw, Jim Gillson 67, Darron Cruikshank 44. 

 Neston avoided defeat at Macclesfield with their last pair together in another match when rain intervened.  They were on 135-9 (Jack Smith a sparkling 68, Barney Cutbill 5-26) in reply to their hosts’ 177-7, Jason Knight 38, Chris Hackett 3-43.

 Widnes lost by five runs at home to Hyde after dismissing their visitors for a modest 146, James Duffy 34, Rudra Singh 5-42, Danny Pascoe 3-33.    Only Tony Hurdley (37) of the Widnes batsmen looked comfortable as they fell just short at 141, Danny Berry claiming 4-18.

July 5th Newsletter ………2

DIVISION 1

Watch out for Poynton

POYNTON are becoming a force to be reckoned with in Division One, three wins and two draws in their last five games hoisting them up to a challenging third place.

 They almost made it four wins at home to Christleton, reducing their visitors to 108-9 (Iroshan de Silva 52, Jamie Maltman 3-23, Derwen Thompson 3-30) after they had declared at 171-5. Nafees Din top-scored with 63 and Paul Gould 46, while de Silva took 3-38 in a rain-reduced game. 

 At the top, Didsbury registered win number seven by six wickets at Birkenhead Park after the Wirralians had taken up their full 55 overs to post 179-8, Ian Platt 69 not out, Peter Manser 5-42.  Paul Sperring had an unbeaten 52 for Didsbury who made it with two overs to spare. 

 Oxton stay second 18 points behind after beating Bramhall by six wickets at Townfield Lane.  Nick Atherton top-scored with 51 in Bramhall’s below par 120, Tom Pearson 4-33, Chandra Atram 4-37. Oxton struggled against Andy Hayes’ accurate 4-38 before passing the winning post winning at 126-6, Mark Rowland 35.

Didsbury need Clubmark for promotion

It was confirmed at the league’s July management committee that Didsbury do not yet have Clubmark and if they don’t  attain the accreditation by the end of September they will not be promoted.   This would mean only one club promoted to and one relegated from the premier league. 

 Timperley won by one wicket with two balls left in a tense and evenly-balanced game at Upton who scored 156 batting first, David Warburton 36, Ryan Edwards 3-40, Chris Reid 3-54.  Timperley just made it at 157-9 (Gary Dixon 4-26), while Reid scored a match-winning 51 not out on debut after being transferred from Alderley Edge. 

 After losing their first nine games, Bollington drew for the third week in a row, for the first tie recording more (15-12) than hosts Warrington.  With 75 from Rick Hough, Bolly totalled 226, Steve Heydon 5-50 and Warrington replying with 224-6. Liam Heaphy 77 not out, Chris Kirby 55, Abdul Aqueel 4-106.  

 Cheadle Hulme won by four wickets off the last ball against struggling Cheadle at Grove Park. Cheadle took 55 overs to compile 173-8, Steven Hall 60, Simon Hall 37, Tod McDonald 3-45.  Cheadle Hulme then scraped home at 177-6 of the final ball of the 45th over, Richard Battye 81 not out.  Interestingly, Cheadle Hulme fielded proud father John Potts and his two sons Ollie and Jordan 

DIVISION 2

Irby back in groove

AFTER two successive defeats, Irby got back to winning ways with a 25 pointer against bottom team Winnington Park. Tom Pilling (50) top-scored in Winnington’s 180-9 in 55 overs, K. Holsgrove 4-53 and Irby won with eight overs in hand at 181-3, Ben Thomas 69, Mike Newman 50, both not out.

 Grappenhall continued their upsurge with a 24 points win at Hale Barns after posting 188-8, Ian Barnes 60, the ever-dependable Steve Titchard 43.  Hale Barns last wicket fell at 159, S. Baxter 5-63.

 Sale posted the division’s highest total with 257-7 in a big win at Mobberley.  John Taylor scored an unbeaten 87 for Sale, Y. Khan 4-53, to which Mobberley replied with 128, P. Burrell 37 not out, Rick Halkon 3-9.

 Marple won by three wickets at Bredbuery St. Marks whom they bowled out for 122, A. Cox 44, Dean Bertling 4-38.  Mike Barrow was not out with 53 in Marple’s reply, G. Martin 4-34.

 Stockport Georgians enjoyed a 16-9 draw at home to Burnage after declaring on 234-5, Trevor Bailey 93.  Burnage also batted well to post 2-5-7, Zaman 61, Kamran 40, Ifti Hussain 3-83.

 Middlewich recorded a 15-8 draw at Tattenhall after declaring on 192-9, Richard Clorley 63, Damien Lewis 4-73.  Tatters just hung on at 114-9, Danny Ahmed 59, Keith Hallam 4-41.  
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 All Saturday’s scorelines …..

ECB PREMIER DIVISION 

CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL (9 pts.) drew with URMSTON (won toss, 16 pts.)

 Urmston 304-5 dec. (55 overs: A. Punja 131no, C. Grindley 81, C. Watson 42, A. Kegg 4-110); 

 Chester Boughton Hall 198-8 (55 overs: J. Gillson 67, D. Cruikshank 44, I. Grindley 3-40, K. Edginton 3-52).

MACCLESFIELD (won toss, 11 pts.) drew with NESTON (8 pts.).

 Macclesfield 177-7 dec. (46 overs: J. Knight 38, A. Bell 31, C. Hackett 3-43); 

 Neston 135-9 (36 overs: J. Smith 68, B. Cutbill 5-26, J. Hawley 3-22).          

NANTWICH (7 pts.) v BOWDON (won toss, 13 pts): abandoned due to rain.

 Bowdon 194-5 dec. (52 overs: R. Wilkinson 79, C. Hey 77, G. Cross 46); 

 Nantwich 139-2 (32 overs: C. Simpson 75no). 

OULTON PARK (13 pts.) v HEATON MERSEY (won toss, 7 pts.): abandoned due to rain.

 Oulton Park 243-8 dec. (55 overs: B. Spendlove 120, N. Dumelow 62, D. Cranmer 3-33, H. Rashid 3-56); Heaton Mersey 85-2 (25 overs).

TOFT (won toss, 0 pts.) lost to ALDERLEY EDGE (25 pts.) by 10 wickets.

 Toft 93 (41 overs: S. Rauf 4-11); 

 Alderley Edge 97-0 (17 overs: M. Currie 53no, A. Day 39no).

WIDNES (7 pts.) lost to HYDE (won toss, 22 pts.) by 5 runs.

 Hyde 146 (53 overs: J. Duffy 34, R. Singh 5-42, D. Pascoe 3-33); 

 Widnes 141 (40 overs: A. Hurdley 37, D. Berry 4-18).       

DIVISION ONE

BIRKENHEAD PARK (4 pts.) lost to DIDSBURY (20 pts.) by 6 wickets.

 Birkenhead Park 179-8 innings closed (55 overs: I. Platt 69no, C. Foran 42, P. Manser 5-42);   

 Didsbury 180-4 (43 overs: P. Sperring 52no, N. Anderson 33).  

CHEADLE HULME (25 pts.) beat CHEADLE (won toss, 4 pts.) by 4 wickets.

 Cheadle 173-8 innings closed (55 overs: Steven Hall 60, Simon Hall 37, J. Reah 30, T. McDonald 3-45); 

 Cheadle Hulme 177-6 (45 overs won off last ball: R. Battye 81no, C. Brady 3-68). 

OXTON (25 pts.) beat BRAMHALL (won toss, 5 pts.) by 4 wickets.

 Bramhall 120 (45 overs: N. Atherton 51, T. Pierson 4-33, C. Atram 4-37); 

 Oxton 126-6 (45 overs: M. Rowland 35, A. Hayes 4-38).

POYNTON (13 pts.) drew with CHRISTLETON (won toss, 6 pts.)

 Poynton 171-5 dec. (45 overs: N. Din 63, P. Gould 46no, I. de Silva 3-38); 

 Christleton 108-9 (43 overs: I. de Silva 52, J. Maltman 3-23, D. Thompson 3-30).      

UPTON (won toss, 11 pts.) lost to TIMPERLEY (25 pts.) by 1 wicket.

 Upton 156 (48 overs: D. Warburton 36, R. Edwards 3-40, C. Reid 3-54); 

 Timperley 157-9 (51.4 overs: C. Reid 51no, G. Dixon 4-26)

WARRINGTON (12 pts.) drew with BOLLINGTON (won toss, 15 pts.)

 Bollington 226 (49 overs: R. Hough 76, G. Wood 39, C. Rowe 37, M. Knight 36, S. Heydon 5-50); 

 Warrington 224-6 (51 overs: L. Heaphy 77no, C. Kirby 66, A. Aqeel 4-106). 
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DIVISION TWO

BREDBURY T. MARK’s (won toss, 6 pts.) lost to MARPLE (25 pts.) by 3 wickets.

 Bredbury St. Mark’s 122 (45 overs: A. Cox 44, D. Bertling 4-38); 

 Marple 125-7 (44 overs: S. Majid 36, G. Martin 4-34). M. Barrow 3-25,

HALE BARNS (won toss, 7 pts.) lost to GRAPPENHALL (24 pts.) by 29 runs.

 Grappenhall 188-8 dec. (42 overs: I. Barnes 66, S. Titchard 43); 

 Hale Barns 159 (43 overs: C.Connolly 33, S. Baxter 5-63, A. Tetlow 3-33).   

MOBBERLEY (6 pts.) lost to SALE (won toss, 25 pts.) by 129 runs.

 Sale 257-7 dec. (50 overs: J. Taylor 87no, J.-P. Lee 45, I. Dixon 45, D. Halkon 40, Y. Khan 4-53); 

 Mobberley 128 (34 overs: P. Burrell 37no, R. Halkon 3-9, M. Halkon 3-34, J.-P. Lee 3-43).     

STOCKPORT GEORGIANS (won toss, 16 pts.) drew with BURNAGE (9 pts.)

 Stockport Georgians 234-5 dec. (41 overs: T. Bailey 93, I. Hussain 31no); 

 Burnage 205-7 (39 overs:  M. Zaman  61, M. Kamran 40, S. Abbas 35, A. Awan 30no,  I. Hussain 3-33)   

TATTENHALL (8 pts.) drew with MIDDLEWICH (won toss, 15 pts.)

 Middlewich 192-9 dec. (50 overs: R. Clorley 63, D. Bates 34, D. Lewis 4-73, M. Dobson 3-57); 

 Tattenhall 114-9 (50 overs: D. Ahmed 59, K. Hallam 4-41, T. Gledhill 3-30).

WINNINGTON PARK (won toss, 2 pts.) lost to IRBY (25 pts.) by 7 wickets.

 Winnington Park 180-9 innings closed (55 overs: T. Pilling 50, G. Cherian 37, K. Holsgrove 4-53, D. Collyer 3-78); 

 Irby 181-3 (37 overs: B. Thomas 69no, M. Newman 50no).    

PICK OF WEEK

 ECB premier batting: Ashwin Punja (Urmston) 131not out v Chester.

 Bowling: Barney Cutbill (Macclesfield) 5-26 v Neston;

 First Division batting: Richard Battye (Cheadle Hulme) 81not out v Cheadle;

 Bowling: Peter Maser (Didsbury) 5-42 v Birkenhead Park.

 Second Division batting: Trevor Bailey (Stockport Georgians) 93 v Burnage;

 Bowling: S. Baxter (Grappenhall) 5-63 v Hale Barns. 

 All-rounder of week: Chris Reid (Timperley) 51not out and 3-54 on debut in one wicket win at Upton.  
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Tables after Week 12 games on Saturday, July 5th
ECB Premier

P
W20
W25
D
C/A
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts

t  ALDERLEY EDGE
12
3
5
1
1
1
18
4
234

BOWDON

12
4
3
2
2
1
25
7
205

HYDE


12
5
1
2
1
3
40
16
192

CHESTER BO. HALL
12
5
1
1
0
5
33
20
180

NANTWICH

12
2
2
3
2
3
45
25
180

OULTON PARK
12
3
2
5
1
1
35
17
179

WIDNES

12
2
1
4
1
4
38
38
156

NESTON

12
2
0
4
1
5
53
35
143

TOFT


12
1
1
5
0
5
44
34
133

URMSTON

12
1
0
4
1
6
61
36
132

MACCLESFIELD
12
2
0
3
0
7
32
37
115

HEATON MERSEY
12
1
0
4
1
6
40
30
105

  t = Alderley Edge record includes 18 tie points in a level-scores draw. 

 Division 1

P
W20
W25
D
C/A
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts


DIDSBURY

12
4
3
5
0
0
40
21
226

OXTON

12
3
3
3
2
1
37
16
208

POYNTON

12
4
1
4
0
3
38
29
180 

UPTON


12
5
1
2
1
3
24
19
179

TIMPERLEY

12
3
3
1
1
4
19
14
177

CHEADLE HULME
12
1
2
4
0
5
42
31
151

CHRISTLETON (5)
12
4
0
5
1
2
26
30
148

WARRINGTON (2)
12
1
2
5
2
2
34
19
145

BRAMHALL

12
2
1
3
2
4
28
25
138

BIRKENHEAD PARK
12
0
2
4
0
6
38
29
125

CHEADLE

12
2
0
2
0
8
32
29
105

BOLLINGTON

12
0
0
3
0
9
30
32
68

 Points deducted for slow over rates: Christleton 5;  Warrington 2. 

 Division 2

P
W20
W25
D
C/A
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts. 

IRBY


12
4
4
1
0
3
29
11
222

TATTENHALL

12
3
3
4
0
2
33
23
199

STOCKPORT GEO.
12
2
3
2
1
4
42
22
190

GRAPPENHALL
12
3
2
4
1
2
42
22
189

MARPLE

12
3
2
3
0
4
36
28
180

MIDDLEWICH

12
3
1
5
0
3
46
30
171

MOBBERLEY

12
4
1
4
0
3
27
25
166

SALE


12
2
1
5
0
4
49
35
159

BURNAGE

12
3
0
2
2
5
52
26
156

BREDBURY ST. MK.
12
1
0
7
0
4
60
41
135

HALE BARNS

12
1
1
4
0
6
32
32
117

WINNINGTON PARK
12
0
1
3
0
8
31
36
98

July 5th  Newsletter ………6

Fixtures & umpires for Week 13:

Saturday, July 12th

ECB Premier League (1 p.m.)

ALDERLEY EDGE v NANTWICH


Flanagan & T. Hill

BOWDON v CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL

Lofthouse & Scrimgeour

HEATON MERSEY v TOFT



A. Davies & R. Davis

HYDE v MACCLESFIELD



Rothwell & Wellsteed

NESTON v OULTON PARK



Hacking & Kinsey

URMSTON v WIDNES




Greensmith & Murphy



First Division (1.30 p.m.)

BOLLINGTON v POYNTON



Kirkbright & Wilson

BRAMHALL v UPTON




Anderson t. 0161 962 3292 & Hardman

CHEADLE v WARRINGTON



Sadler & Shallcross

CHRISTLETON v OXTON



Byrom & Wilgose

DIDSBURY v CHEADLE HULME


S. Davies & Silver

TIMPERLEY v BIRKENHEAD PARK


Lowe & Smith

Second Division (1.30 p.m.)

BURNAGE v BREDBURY St. MARK’s                                  Abel & Goron


GRAPPENHALL v WINNINGTON PARK                              Prescott & Speakman t. 07908 650125

IRBY v STOCKPORT GEORGIANS                                        B. Jones & Sutton  

MARPLE v MOBBERLEY                                                        Heylin & Ogden

MIDDLEWICH v HALE BARNS                                              Roberts & Spencer

SALE v TATTENHALL                                                             Perry & Talbot-Butler 

Umpires’ mid-season meeting

THE mid-season meeting of the League Umpires & Scorers Association is to be held for the first time at Widnes Cricket Club, Beaconsfield road on Wednesday, July 16th (8 p.m.).

LATEST umpire to join the League panel is Brian Bogie, of Cheddleton, Staffordshire. 

Winter courses for umpires

CHESHIRE Cricket Umpires & Scorers Association are planning the following 10-week courses during the close season:

 At Hale Barns CC starting on Tuesday, September 30th, 2008;

 At Oakmere CC starting on Tuesday, January 13th, 2009.

 For further information contact:

 Ian Bishop tel. 0161 962 5833; e-mail ianbishop1934@btinternet.com
 Steve Goron tel. 01625 532 838; e-mail stevegoron@ntlworld.com
 Dave Lawson tel. 01606 76587; e-mail lmaureen4@aol.com.
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Fred Graham Twenty20 Trophy up-date

THIRD ROUND RESULTS

ALDERLEY EDGE  beat BREDBURY ST. MARK’s by 53 runs.

POYNTON lost to TIMPERLEY by 1 wicket.

CHRISTLETON lost to OULTON PARK by 42 runs.

HYDE beat HEATON MERSEY by 15 runs.

NESTON lost to CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL by 4 wickets.

URMSTON lost to BOWDON No information received.  Please provide soonest. 

TATTENHALL lost to GRAPPENHALL by 6 wickets.

Played on Tuesday, July 1st (by special dispensation)

SALE (won toss) lost to MARPLE by bowl out

 Sale 142-6 (20 overs: J.-P. Lee 40, M. Halkon 39, D. Bartling 3-18); Marple 7-0 (1.1 overs),  rain stopped play.

 Marple won a bowl out 1-0.   There were no panel umpires present. 

FOURTH ROUND DRAW (games to be played by Friday, August 1st) 

ALDERLEY EDGE v TIMPERLEY

MARPLE v HYDE (holders)

CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL v OULTON PARK

GRAPPENHALL v BOWDON

                 The semi-finals and final will be played at Timperley on Sunday, August 10th.

Twenty20 Plate latest

SECOND ROUND RESULTS

NAN TWICH bye

BIRKENHEAD PARK lost to OXTON by 4 wickets

MACCLESFIELD beat BOLLINGTON by 4 wickets.

TOFT lost to WIDNES  by 5 runs.

Played on Friday, June 27

IRBY (toss) beat UPTON by 71 runs.

 Irby 190-4 (20 overs: N. Woods 122, S. Hurworth 31 no); Upton 118-8 (20 overs: C,. Condon 48).

Played on Monday, June 30

BURNAGE (toss) lost to CHEADLE by 4 wickets.

 Burnage 166-6 (20 overs: A. Bhatti 98no, R. Baig 32, Simon Hall 2-50); Cheadle 167-6 (18.4 overs: G. Dixon 76, C. Brady 24no, S. Mahmood 3-27).

DIDSBURY (toss) lost to BRAMHALL by 7 wickets.

 Didsbury 68 (20 overs: P. Sperring 33, J. Marshall 3-11, A. Hayes 3-16); Bramhall 69-3 (13.3 overs: S. Heppell 24, P. Sperring 3-19).

Played on Tuesday, July 1st (by special dispensation)

MIDDLEWICH (toss) beat  HALE BARNS by 30 runs

 Middlewich 158-3 (reduced to 16 overs: J. Cornford 47, C. Ainsley 39); Hale Barns 128 (15.4 overs: S. Price 3-14, K. Hallam 3-18). 

THIRD ROUND RESULT

Played on Friday, July 4

NANTWICH (won toss) beat WIDNES by 9 runs.

Nantwich 97-6 (10 overs); Widnes 88-6 (10 overs).  Reduced to 10 overs each by Widnes’ late arrival after traffic accident.
REMAINING THIRD ROUND GAMES  ( to be played by Friday, July 11th)

BRAMHALL v MIDDLEWICH : Thursday, July 10

CHEADLE v MACCLESFIELD (holders)

OXTON v IRBY

  The semi-finals to be played by August 1st. The final is at Timperley on Sunday, August 10th.

Clubs must arrange all matches without delay and the Fixture Secretary

  informed so that  panel umpires can be appointed.

The Fred Graham Twenty20 Trophy in 2008 is sponsored by Lovelane Ltd.  
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League washed out at Darlington

THE League made a fruitless 250-miles journey to Darlington on Sunday to play the North Yorks & South Durham League in the quarter-final of the President’s Trophy.   There was no play for skipper Ian Spencer and his team due to rain hardly ceasing all day in the North-East. 

The tie now reverts to Cheshire and a ground is being sought for the match on Sunday, July 13th .

 In the semi-final the winners will visit Liverpool Competition who beat Derbyshire Premier by 58 runs at Ormskirk on Sunday. 

Now Hyde exit Cockspur Cup

THE League lost their last representatives in the Cockspur Cup on Sunday, June 29th when Hyde lost a Group 5 semi-final by eight wickets at Bamford Fieldhouse, near Rochdale.

 Rain reduced the game to 20 overs each and Hyde scored 92-8 after opting to bat first (Keith Elly 24).

 Their Saddleworth League hosts replied with 94-2 in 12.2 overs.

Cheshire Cup latest

 RESULTS of fourth round games in the Cheshire Cup  played on Sunday, July 6th:

 Nantwich beat Burnage on walk over;

 Brooklands 221-8 (45 overs); Elworth 83-2 (15.12 overs) rain. Elworth won on faster run rate: 5.5 to 4.9;

 Toft v Didsbury is on Sunday, July 13; 

 Quarter-final draw: Hyde v Nantwich (July 20th); Oulton Park v Bowdon (July 13th); Toft or Didsbury v Widnes (July 20th); Elworth v Wallasey.

Shield fracas at Birkenhead

POLICE were called to deal with off the field trouble caused by a member of the public during the Birkenhead derby between Park and St. Mary’s in the second round of the Cheshire Shield on Sunday. An arrest was made and the game completed without further trouble.  Park beat St. Mary’s.who fielded an ineligible overseas player.  Second round up-date:

 Birkenhead Park 293-4 (Hunter 90, Gibson 63, Foran 55no) St. Mary’s 180-8;

 Middlewich v Congleton now on Sunday, July 13; 

 Rode Park & Lawton  v Romiley now on July 13;

 Malpas v Oxton now on Sunday, July 13;

 Marple 166 (Booth 33, McCray 5-29) Cheadle Hulme 157 (Thomas 4-23, Greasley 3-16);

 Hale Barns v Compstall now on Sunday, July 13;

 Crewe walk over versus Alderley Park.

 Ashton on Mersey v Upton now on Sunday, July 13 at Upton.

 Information about the Cheshire Cup & Shield is provided by competition organiser Ian Greensmith

Cheshire Fifties beat Tykes

CHESHIRE’S prospects of qualifying for the next stage of the National 50 Plus County championship were enhanced when they won by four wickets against Yorkshire at Barnsley on Wednesday, July 2nd – the Tykes’ first defeat of the season.

 Yorkshire were restricted to 173-7 by good bowling from Andy Hayes 2-24, Brian Coutts 2-34 and Andy McIlroy’s tight 0-21.

 Cheshire stuttered at 51-3, but Marple’s Garry Cash carried them through with a classic 64.

 With three wins and three defeats, Cheshire need to win their re-arranged final group game against Notts at Upton on Wednesday, July 16th  to progress.

Cheshire v Oxford

CHESHIRE made a bad start after a long delay to the first day of their Minor Counties game against Oxfordshire at Alderley Edge on Sunday, losing their first two wickets without scoring, including debut opener James McCoy second ball.  They recovered to 187-6 by the close, stand-in skipper Nathan Dumelow 80 not out, James Duffy 61. The game continues on Monday and Tuesday .

 Cheshire visit Wrekin on Thursday for a Twenty20 challenge against Shropshire, Staffs and Lashings.

  Cheshire A lost their two day game against Durham Academy at Gateshead Fell on Tuesday and Wednesday last week.  No details are available. 
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Neston £750,000 development starts August

WORK on Neston’s ambitious £750,000 Clubhouse development scheme is due to start in early August.

 Chairman Phil Davis writes to warn visiting clubs: “This will mean the demolition of the existing tea room and it is proposed that teas will be taken either in the upstairs lounge or in the respective changing-rooms for the remainder of the season. For a period of time, the current away changing room will also be out of use. Arrangements will be made to section off part of the ladies’ changing area with the use of six showers and access to the front pitch will be via an existing doorway down the side of the building under the fire escape. The club wish to apologise for any inconvenience, but can assure visiting clubs that any disruption will be kept to a minimum. Anyone with queries should contact Philip.davis@rentokil-initial.com.

  It is expected that work will be completed in March, 2009.

O TRANSFER has been completed of Charlie Reid from Alderley Edge to Timperley.

O FORMER Middlewich all-rounder Stephen Parry has left Meller Braggins Cheshire League club Chelford to rejoin his former team mates at Middlewich. 

O NANTWICH this week expect to register 26 year-old South African born, UK resident  all-rounder Justin Granger from Checkley.  The North Staffs. & South-Cheshire League recently deducted 70 points from Checkley’s record after it was learned that Granger, a registered amateur, was being paid.  Nantwich assert that Granger will  receive no payment at Whitehouse Lane. 

O CHESHIRE clubs are invited to nominate deserving individuals for Outstanding Service to Cricket (OSCA) awards to be held on Monday, October 13th at Lord’s. They should contact Cheshire Board Secretary David Sharp, 6, Ashdale Drive, Heald Green, Cheadle SK8 3SX, tel. 077546 15956; e-mail: sharp@ashdale6.freeserve.co.uk.  . 

O MAKE a date of the League Presentation dinner: at Mere Golf & Country Club on Friday, October 3rd when the main speaker will be legendary sporting impressionist Kevin Connelly.  There is no change in the admission price at £28.

O CHESHIRE Under 19 squad to meet Yorkshire at Heaton Mersey on Wednesday, July 9 (11 a.m.): :Jonny Kettle captain, Louis Bentley, Craig Williamson (Oulton Park), Mark Bennett, Adam Catlow, Hassan Rashid (Heaton Mersey), Tom Gledhill (Middlewich), Rick Moore (Christleton), Danny Halkon (Sale), Charlie Reid (now Timperley), Pat Roberts wicket-keeper (Toft), Khalid Sawas (Macclesfield). Team manager Steve Amison.

O GLOBE-trotting Umpires Appointments Secretary Rick Davis is off to referee the Victoria International Six a side tournament in British Columbia in Canada in mid-July.  Rick plans to do some whale watching during his spare time and says he understands the whales are planning some Davis-watching on their day off. 

O PLAYING in the drawn annual Varsity match at Fenners last week were Ollie Sadler (Nantwich) and Chester Boughton Hall’s Freddie Owen.  Sadler scored 79 in the Oxford first innings.

O TIMPERLEY will take on Blue Square Premier League football club Altrincham in a Twenty20 challenge cricket match at Stockport Road on Sunday, July 13th .   Altrincham manager Graham Heathcote plays for Timperley Over 40s and was formerly at Urmston. 

O FINES for the half-year to July 2nd totalled £1,160, a considerable fall on 2007.  Plaudits to Burnage, Hyde, Nantwich and Upton who incurred no fines; brickbats for Birkenhead Park, Cheadle, Middlewich, Poynton and Tattenhall, all with five.  The list excludes 2nd and 3rd XI cricket. 

O NANTWICH are to stage the annual representative match between the League and Club Cricket Conferences on Wednesday, September 4th (11 a.m.). 

O LEAGUE results can be found on ITV teletext pages 474-476 on Saturday evenings. Fixtures are on page 473. 
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OVER 40s ROUND-UP

Bill Brown in the wars

BROOKLANDS’ veteran wicket-keeper Bill Brown, who wrote to Newsletter recently threatening to retire at 77, will be out of action for a couple of weeks – possibly longer following a nasty accident. 

 Umpiring for his club in a Cheshire League 2nd XI game at Davenham, Bill was felled by “a mighty blow which came at me at least 90 mph” from a young Davenham batsman.   While an ambulance was called a Davenham player administered first-aid and Bill was later stitched up at Leighton hospital.   

 He adds: “All the players, Davenham included, waited for my return and the young man who caused the damage apologised and even shook my hand after I promised to give him out first ball next time!”.

 Bill, who e-mailed a couple of pictures of his fearful stitched head wound, urges all clubs to have first-aid equipment available, both in the Meller Braggins and County Leagues.

 Despite afternoon rain, virtually a full programme of Over 40 fixtures was played on Wednesday, July 2nd, the exceptions being at  Irby and Warrington in the West Division and at Macclesfield in Division 2 East, the latter resulting in a protest from visitors Bramhall who considered the call-off decision was made too early. 

WEST DIVISION RESULTS

Played Monday, June 30:  Chester Boughton Hall lost to Irby (4 pts.) by 7 wickets.

 Chester 118-6 (Baloc 35, Fleet 25, Jay 3-30); Irby 119-3 (Jay 31, Hurst 30, Howarth 25).

Barnton lost to Upton (4 pts.) by 7 wickets.

 Barnton 103-4 (Burgess 32, Noden 30); Upton 104-3 (Kelly 32, Clarke 30).

Irby v Grappenhall: cancelled due to rain 2 pts. each. 

Nantwich Cavaliers (4 pts.) beat Chester Boughton Hsall  by 19 runs.

 Nantwich 148-3 (16 overs: Cowap 32, Mascarenhas 30, McKeown 25, Cook 25);Chester 129-4 (16 overs: Balac 31, Legry 30, Fleet 28). 

Tattenhall Wreckers (4 pts.) beat Davenham by 10 wickdets.

 Davenham 58 (Morrey 3-8, O’Neill 3-9); Tattenhall 59-0 (Hurst 26, Harper 25).

Warrington v Christleton:  cancelled due to rain 2 pts. each. 

EAST DIVISION 1

Bowdon lost to Urmston (4 pts.) by 7 wickets.

 Bowdon 112-6 (Sleigh 33); Urmston 114-3 (Newton 33, Wilson 31).

Marple lost to Poynton Legends (4 pts.)by 7 wickets.

 Marple 107-5 (B. Thompson 30, Hayward 28); Poynton 110-3 (D. Thompson 30).

Timperley lost to Alderley Edge Wizards (4 pts.) by 8 wickets.

 Timperley 106-6 (Heathcote 30, Entwistle 22); Alderley Edge 107-2 (M. Hutchinson 35, S. Hutchinson 31). 

Toft (3 pts.) tired with Mobberley (3 pts.)

 Mobberley 124-4 (Thompson 30, Potts 30); Toft 124-6 (Jones 33, Spanton 30). 

EAST DIVISION 2

Bowdon Vale (4 pts.) beat Brooklands by 15 runs.

 Bowdon Vcale 145-1 (Bottomley 33, Barratt 31, Williamson 31); Brooklands 130 (Derbyshire 311, Jones 28, Ryan 4-10, Stacey 2-19). 

Bredbury Saints (4 pts.) beat Cheadle by 4 wickets.

 Cheadle 140-3 (Carswell 35, Prince 32, Oldfield 32); Bredbury 142-6 (Mountford 33, Graham 32, Green 20). 
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Macclesfield (2 pts.) v Bramhall (2 pts.): cancelled due to rain

Sale v Romiley: no result card received. 

Open: Cheadle Hulme 

TABLES TO JULY 2

West Division

P
W
T
C
L
Pts.

Upton


9
7
0
2
0
32

Tattenhall Wreckers
9
7
0
1
1
30

Irby


9
6
0
1
2
26

Grappenhall

9
4
0
3
2
22

Nantwich Cavaliers

9
5
0
1
3
22

Christleton

9
2
0
3
4
14

Chester Boughton Hall
9
2
1
1
5
13

Warrington

9
1
0
3
5
10

Barnton


9
1
1
1
6
9

Davenham

9
0
0
2
7
4

East Division 1

P
W
T
C
L
Pts.

Poynton Legends

9
7
0
1
1
30

Urmston


9
5
0
2
2
24

Marple


9
4
0
2
3
20

Bowdon


9
3
0
3
3
18

Toft


9
2
1
2
4
15

Alderley Edge Wizards
9
2
0
3
4
14

Mobberley

8
2
1
1
5
13

Timperley

9
2
0
2
5
12

East Division 2

P
W
C
L
Total pts. divided by games played

Cheadle Hulme

8
5
2
1
3.00


* Romiley

7
3
3
1
2.57

Bowdon Vale

8
4
2
2
2.50

Macclesfield

8
3
3
2
2.25

Bredbury Saints

8
3
2
3
2.00

Cheadle


8
3
2
3
2.00

Bramhall


8
2
3
3
1.75

* Sale


7
2
2
3
1.71

Brooklands

8
0
1
7
0.25

* Romiley v Sale result missing

Clubs in this division play an uneven number of games.

FIXTURES ON WEDNESDAY, JULY 9th (6.15 p.m.

 West Division: Davenham v Chester Boughton Hall; Grappenhall v Christleton (playing on Thursday, July 10th); Irby v Warrington; Tattenhall Wreckers v Barnton; Upton v Nantwich Cavaliers.

 East Division 1: Alderley Edge Wizards v Bowdon; Mobberley v Urmston; Poynton Legends v Timperley; Toft v Marple.   

 East Division 2: Bowdon Vale v Macclesfield; Bramhall v Bredbury Saints; Cheadle Hulme v Sale; Romiley v Cheadle. Open: Brooklands. 
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June 28th postscript

UNREPORTED highlights of the Premier League game between Urmston and Alderley Edge were two 150-plus partnerships.  Sohail Rauf (127 not out) and Alan Day (91) put on 179 for the second wicket for Alderley Edge, while Ashwin Punja (116) and Chris Watson (76) added 169 for Urmston’s third wicket.   Alderley scorer Mike Day also spotted the fact that Urmston opener Watson spent the first 89 deliveries at the same end before moving to the Moorside road end. 

 Umpires Allan Lewis and Terry Hill reported that the Nantwich v Neston game was played in an excellent spirit.

 The umpires room at Toft was rated below standard by umpires  Stan Davies and Chris Smith. 

 In Division One, Cheadle Hulme bowler Tod McDonald took 3-63, not 6-63 as reported.  The scoreboard at Grove Park was marked down by umpires Hardman and Scrimgeour.

 Hale Barns’ Australian opening batsman Ciaron Connolly carried his bat for the full 55 overs scoring an unbeaten 100 in his team’s drawn Second Division game against Bredbury St. Mark’s.

 Umpires Rick Davis and Don Speakman considered that the Tattenhall ground (v Burnage) was in an immaculate condition - “a credit to the club and  league”. 

and finally ……..

A YOUNG Chinese couple get married, she a virgin, he also although she doesn’t know that.

 On their wedding night, the wife cowers naked under the sheets as the husband undresses in the dark.

 He climbs into bed and tries to be re-assuring: “Don’t worry my darwing”, he whispers “I know diss your first time and you berry frighten.  I promise to give you only what you want.  You juss ask”.

 A thoughtful silence follows and she eventually replies: “I want try something I hear from the odda girls …….Numma 69”.

 Another silence follows, then in a puzzled tone, he says: “You want ….garlic chicken wif snow peas!?”

Some clubs are still failing to display the weekly Newsletter on their noticeboards.

They are respectfully requested to do so in order to give their members

full information about League activities

Mike.t-b@virgin.net: July 7 / 08

