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CHESHIRE COUNTY

CRICKET LEAGUE
Week 14 Newsletter: Saturday, July 19th, 2008

Bowdon cut gap to 16 points:

Hyde win at Oulton Park

BOWDON reduced the gap behind leaders Alderley Edge from 30 to 16 points with an impressive eight wickets win at Widnes in the ECB Premier League.  

 In fine League and Cup form lately, Bowdon’s former Northern opener Carl Hey scored exactly 100 as Bowdon coasted to 174-2 in less than 40 overs. This was in reply to Widnes’ laborious declared tally of 170-8 from 56 overs, Sean Moore 32, Gareth Edwards 3-32.

 Umpires Ian Greensmith and Stuart Anderson were delighted with the teams’ sportsmanship throughout the game and awarded them both a rare 4 (full marks).

 Alderley Edge were held to a draw at Chester Boughton Hall and banked only 11 points.  Mark Currie (74) and Jason Whittaker (42) helped Alderley declare on 175-8, Alex Kegg taking 3-41.  Chester gave chase with 57 from Jim Gillson and 46 by skipper Steve Ogilby, but needed 19 runs to win off the last over and managed only 12, closing on 169-5.

  Hyde improved their third placing with a six wickets win on the Little Budworth ground of fading champions Oulton Park, who mustered only 154-9 - and that largely thanks to new Cheshire opener Jonny Kettle, with 74, while Danny Berry took 4-60.  Hyde replied with 157-4, James Duffy 60 not out, Chris Tipper 60.  

 This was the second league defeat in four games for Nathan Dumelow’s team, previously undefeated for three years.  Within that time Oulton have also been knocked out of the Cheshire Cup, of which they were the holders. 

 Nantwich’s outside title hopes took a possible terminal blow when they lost by four wickets at home to Toft despite posting an impressive 192-6, Rob Howell 79, Josh Bean 3-42.  Toft made it with seven balls to spare at 193-6, David Blackburn 70, Simon Hardstaff 56 not out, Nigel Davies 4-59.

‘Mersey fall short in last over

Neston came out on top of an exciting game against bottom club Heaton Mersey at Parkgate after recovering from 42-5 to total 163, Chris Finegan 44, Chris Hackett 32, Brenton McDonald 5-44. Heaton Mersey needed eight off the final over with their last pair together at 156-9, only for star Aussie all-rounder McDonald (56) to get caught on the boundary by Jack Smith without addition.  Finegan again excelled with 5-52.

 The clash between two of the three clubs involved in the relegation zone, Macclesfield and Urmston was cancelled due to week-long rain in east-Cheshire. 
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DIVISION ONE

Bollington bowl out Oxton for 88

BOTTOM team Bollington maintained their remarkable improvement with a shock eight wickets victory on the ground of First Division promotion-chasers Oxton.

 After losing their first nine games, then drawing three and winning for the first time the previous week against Poynton, Bollington routed Oxton – who won the toss on a good pitch  – for 88 in 52.3 overs, top-scorer Chandra Atram with 21. The medium-pace of Mohammed Ali, missing for much of the season through injury, earned him figures of 20-7-33-7 and Abdul Aqueel Ali 18.3-8-18-2.  The east-Cheshire side replied with a comfortable 91-2 in just 22 overs, Martyn Knight 57 not out, to bank 25 points and reduce the deficit at the foot of the table to just 19 points.

 Oxton now trail in second place by 16 following Didsbury’s maximum points draw at Warrington, where they totalled 208-6, Trevor Gane 47.  Warrington held out at 152-9, Ben Smith 46, Ollie Driver 3-34, Peter Manser 3-39.

 The promotion hopes of Timperley and Poynton were checked by the cancellation of their respective fixtures at Cheadle Hulme and at home to Cheadle. The Kingsway men will also have been disappointed that they were denied a chance to move out of the bottom two.

 A magnificent all-round performance by Christleton’s Kandyman Iroshan de Silva helped them end a bad run and beat Bramhall by six wickets at Little Heath.  The two Nicks, Cantello (61) and Atherton (50) enabled Bramhall to declare at a respectable 175-8, de Silva 3-33.  To which Christleton replied with 176-4 with four balls of the last over left, Sri Lankan de Silva contributing 120.  Spinner Simon Wilkinson toiled unchanged and ultimately in vain for Bramhall with 2-83 off 20 overs. 

 One of the umpires at Christleton was League chairman David Humpage, standing in to help in an emergency.  “A very enjoyable match” was his verdict.

 The Wirral derby between Birkenhead Park and Upton ended all square with nine points apiece.  Park batted the full 55 overs for 170-7, Zia ur Rehman 41, Tom Hunter 40, Adam Watson 4-31. After which Upton fell 12 runs short with their last pair together at 158-9, D. Warburton 62 not out.

DIVISION TWO

Four games rained off

THE Second Division bore the brunt of Saturday’s early bad weather with four east-Cheshire based fixtures called off due to waterlogged grounds.

 They were between Bredbury St. Mark’s and leaders Irby, second-placed Grappenhall’s visit to Stockport Georgians, Burnage – for the second week – at home to Marple; and Hale Barns v Sale. 

 For the record, this was the season’s first blank for Irby, Marple and Hale Barns.

 It was fine and bright further down in Cheshire, where Tattenhall failed to improve their promotion bid with a losing draw against Mobberley at Flacca Field.  Mobberley declared on 194-8, A. Ulzain 41 and Tattenhall replied with 173-8, Paul Kettle 81 not out, Younis Khan 5-80. This leaves Tattenhall in third place.

 Winnington Park showed signs of rallying at the foot of the table with a 16-8 points draw against Middlewich at the Recreation Ground.  Jonny Wales 51 and skipper Dave Hines led the way in a declaration score of 219-6, Gavin Tomlinson 4-52.  Middlewich reached 178-8, David Bates 44, Mike Atherton 4-49.  

 Park now trail Hale Barns by six points and the safety of Bredbury’s 10th position by 22. 
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DETAILS FROM SATURDAY’S SCOREBOOKS

ECB Premier League

CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL (8 pts.) drew with ALDERLEY EDGE (11 pts.)

 Alderley Edge 175-8 dec. (42 overs: M. Currie 74, J. Whittaker 42, A. Kegg 3-41); 

 Chester Boughton Hall 169-5 (42 overs: J. Gillson 57, S. Ogilby 46, D. Cruikshank 42).  

 Reduced to 84 overs. 

MACCLESFIELD v URMSTON: cancelled due to waterlogged ground: 7 pts. each

NANTWICH (9 pts.) lost to TOFT (won toss, 20 pts.) by 4 wickets.

 Nantwich 192-6 dec. (51 overs: R. Howell 79, J. Bean 3-42, M. Souter 3-52); 

 Toft 193-6 (49.5 overs: D. Blackburn 70, S. Hardstaff 56no, N. Davies 4-59). 

 Reduced to 102 overs. 

NESTON (22 pts.) beat HEATON MERSDEY (7 pts.) by 7 runs.

 Neston 163 (57 overs: C. Finegan 44, C. Hackett 32, J. Estwick 30, B. McDonald 5-44); Heaton Mersey 156 (53 overs: A. Catlow 59, B. McDonald 56, C. Finegan 5-52).  
OULTON PARK (6 pts.) lost to HYDE (won toss, 20 pts.) by 6 wickets.

 Oulton Park 154-9 dec. (50 overs: J. Kettle 74, D. Berry 4-60, D. Woods 3-45); 

 Hyde 157-4 (45 overs: J. Duffy 60no, C. Tipper 60).   

 Reduced to 100 overs. 

WIDNES (won toss, 2 pts.) lost to BOWDON (25 pts.) by 8 wickets.

 Widnes 170-8 dec. (56 overs: S. Moore 32, P. Catterall 30, G. Edwards 3-32); 

 Bowdon 174-2 (40 overs: C. Hey 100, R. Wilkinson 36).  

 Reduced to 102 overs. 

 Division One

BIRKENHEAD PARK (won toss, 9 pts.) drew with UPTON (9 pts.)

 Birkenhead Park 170-7 inn. closed (55 overs: Z. ur Rehman 41, T. Hunter 40, C. Foran 37, A. Watson 4-51, R. Dixon 3-58); 

 Upton 158-9 (45 overs: D. Warburton 62no, A. Khan 3-30). 

CHEADLE HULME v TIMPERLEY: cancelled due to waterlogged ground  – 7 pts. each.

CHRISTLETON (25 pts.) beat BRAMHALL (8 pts.) by 6 wickets.

 Bramhall 175-8 dec. (40 overs: N. Cantello 61, N. Atherton 50, I. De Silva 3-33); 

 Christleton 176-4 (39.4 overs: I. De Silva 120, N. Moore 30.).  

 Reduced to 80 overs. 

OXTON (won toss, 1 pt.) lost to BOLLINGTON (25 pts.) by 8 wickets.

 Oxton 88 (53 overs: M. Ali 7-33); 

 Bollington 92-2 (22 overs M. Knight 57no)

POYNTON v CHEADLE: cancelled due to waterlogged ground – 7 pts. each

WARRINGTON (7 pts. ) drew with DIDSBURY (won toss, 17 pts.)

 Didsbury 208-6 dec. (49 overs: T. Gane 47, D. Morgan 37, B. Morris 3-55); 

 Warrington 152-9 (51 overs: B. Smith 46, O. Driver 3-34, P. Manser 3-39).
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Division Two

BREDBURY ST. MARK’s v IRBY: cancelled due to waterlogged ground – 7 pts. each

BURNAGE v MARPLE: cancelled due to waterlogged ground – 7 pts. each.

HALE BARNS v SALE: cancelled due to waterlogged ground – 7 pts. each.

STOCKPORT GEORGIANS v GRAPPENHALL: cancelled due to waterlogged ground – 7 pts. each.

TATTENHALL (won toss, 9 pts.) drew with MOBBERLEY (12 pts.)

 Mobberley 194-8 dec. (48 overs: P.  Burrell 37, M. Law 36, A. Ulzain 41, A. Hussain 34, A. Brock 3-30); 

 Tattenhall 173-8 (48 overs: P. Kettle 81no, Y. Khan 5-80). 

  Reduced to 96 overs. 

WINNINGTON PARK (16 pts.) drew with MIDDLEWICH (won toss, 8 pts.)

 Winnington Park 219-6 inn. closed (55 overs: J. Wales 51, D. Hines 50, D. Caldecott 44, S. O’Neill 39,  G. Tomlinson 4-52); 

 Middlewich 178-8 (45 overs: D. Bates 44, J. Cornford 33, M. Atherton 4-49). 

Pick of Week

Premier League

 Batting – Carl Hey (Bowdon) 100 v Widnes

 Bowling: Chris Finegan (Neston) 5-52 v Heaton Mersey

First Division

 Batting – o Iroshan de Silva (Christleton) 120 v Bramhall

 Bowling – Mohammed Ali (Bollington) 7-33 v Oxton

Second Division

 Batting – Paul Kettle (Tattenhall) 81 not out v Mobberley

 Bowling – Younis Khan (Mobberley) 5-80 v Tattenhall

All-rounder of week – oIroshan de Silva (Christleton) 120 and 3-33 v Bramhall

0000000000000000000000000000000

Funeral of Hugh de Prez

THE funeral of former Warrington, Alderley Edge and Cheshire cricketer and League umpire Hugh de Prez is to be held at Walton Lea Crematorium, Warrington, on Friday, July 25th at 11 a.m., followed by a reception at Warrington Cricket Club from noon.

 Hugh died on July 9th aged 56 following a lengthy illness. 
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Tables after Week 14: Saturday, July 19th

ECB Premier

P
W20
W25
D
C/A
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts

t  ALDERLEY EDGE
14
3
5
2
1
2
28
11
253

BOWDON

14
4
4
2
3
1
25
7
237

HYDE


14
6
1
3
1
3
42
20
220

NANTWICH

14
3
2
3
2
4
51
28
209

CHESTER BO. HALL
14
5
1
2
1
5
35
24
195

OULTON PARK
14
3
2
6
1
2
42
24
195

NESTON

14
3
0
5
1
5
63
40
180

TOFT


14
3
1
5
0
5
46
34
175

WIDNES

14
2
1
4
2
5
39
39
165

URMSTON

14
1
0
4
3
6
61
36
146

MACCLESFIELD
14
2
0
4
1
7
38
41
134

HEATON MERSEY
14
1
0
4
1
8
43
40
118

  t = Alderley Edge record includes 18 tie points in a level-scores draw. 

 Division 1

P
W20
W25
D
C/A
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts


DIDSBURY

14
4
3
7
0
0
51
30
250

OXTON

14
4
3
3
2
2
42
17
234

TIMPERLEY

14
4
3
1
2
4
24
14
209

UPTON


14
5
1
3
2
3
27
23
195

POYNTON

14
4
1
4
1
4
44
31
195 

CHRISTLETON (5)
14
4
1
5
1
3
30
33
180

CHEADLE HULME
14
1
2
5
1
5
43
35
165

WARRINGTON (2)
14
1
2
6
2
3
40
25
159

BRAMHALL

14
2
1
3
3
5
34
27
153

BIRKENHEAD PARK
14
0
2
5
0
7
40
37
137

CHEADLE

14
3
0
2
1
8
32
29
132

BOLLINGTON

14
1
1
3
0
9
30
32
113

 Points deducted for slow over rates: Christleton 5;  Warrington 2. 

 Division 2

P
W20
W25
D
C/A
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts. 

IRBY


14
5
4
1
1
3
29
11
249

GRAPPENHALL
14
4
2
4
2
2
42
22
216

TATTENHALL

14
3
3
5
1
2
36
27
215

STOCKPORT GEO.
14
2
3
2
2
5
48
26
207

MIDDLEWICH

14
3
2
6
0
3
49
33
204

MOBBERLEY

14
5
1
5
0
3
33
29
197

MARPLE

14
3
2
3
1
5
41
31
195

SALE


14
2
1
5
2
4
49
35
173

BURNAGE

14
3
0
2
4
5
52
26
170

BREDBURY ST. MK.
14
1
0
7
2
4
60
41
149

HALE BARNS

14
1
1
4
1
7
38
35
133

WINNINGTON PARK
14
0
1
4
0
9
51
43
127
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Week 15 fixtures & umpires:

Saturday, July 26th

ECB Premier League (1 p.m.)

ALDERLEY EDGE v WIDNES


R. Davis & Flanagan

BOWDON v MACCLESFIELD


Hacking & Lewis

HEATON MERSEY v NANTWICH

Lofthouse & Sutton

HYDE v NESTON



Silver & Smith

TOFT v CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL
Greensmith & Shaw

URMSTON v OULTON PARK


Kinsey & Roberts
First Division (1.30 p.m.)

BOLLINGTON v CHRISTLETON

Murphy & Perry

BRAMHALL v BIRKENHEAD PARK

S. Davies & Rothwell

CHEADLE v OXTON



Coakley & Ogden

DIDSBURY v POYNTON


A. Davies & Scrimgeour

TIMPERLEY v WARRINGTON

T. Hill & Moss

UPTON v CHEADLE HULME


B. Jones & Speakman

Second Division (1.30 p.m.)

GRAPPENHALL v BREDBURY ST. MK.
Anderson tel. 0161962 3292 & Wilgose
IRBY v BURNAGE



Byrom & Cunningham

MARPLE v TATTENHALL


Bogie tel. 01538 360 629 & G. Hill 

MIDDLEWICH v STOCKPORT GEO.

Hambleton & Kirkbright

MOBBERLEY v HALE BARNS

Hardman & Talbot-Butler

SALE v WINNINGTON PARK


Shallcross & Spencer
o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o

Winter courses for umpires

THE Cheshire Cricket Umpires & Scorers Association are planning the following 10-week courses during the close season:

 At Hale Barns CC starting on Tuesday, September 30th, 2008;

 At Oakmere CC starting on Tuesday, January 13th, 2009.

 For further information contact:

 Ian Bishop tel. 0161 962 5833; e-mail ianbishop1934@btinternet.com
 Steve Goron tel. 01625 532 838; e-mail stevegoron@ntlworld.com
 Dave Lawson tel. 01606 76587; e-mail lmaureen4@aol.com.
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FRED GRAHAM TWENTY20 TROPHY

Bowdon and Alderley Edge 

 first to reach Finals Day

BOWDON became the first club to reach the Fred Graham Twenty20 Trophy Finals Day when they won by 56 runs before a large crowd at Grappenhall on Monday, July 14th.

 Bowdon clouted 161-6 in their 20 overs, Lancashire’s Gareth Cross 56 and Grappenhall were restricted to 105-9 in poor light, Richard Green 44 when two spectacular catches were made by Antony Crozier and Richard Wilkinson. Bowdon will meet Chester Boughton Hall or Oulton Park in the semi-final.  

 Playing on Thursday, Alderley Edge beat Finals Day hosts Timperley by six wickets with eight balls to spare.  Timperley were restricted to 135-5 and the Premiership leaders replied with 136-4, Mark Currie finishing unbeaten with 56.

 The Marple v Hyde game the same evening was washed out and is re-scheduled for Thursday, July 24th.

Played on Monday, July 14th
GRAPPENHALL lost to BOWDON (won toss) by 56 runs

 Bowdon 161-6 (20 overs: G. Cross 56, C. Hey 48, S. Titchard 2-24, I. Barnes 3-32);  Grappenhall 105-9 (20 overs: R. Green 44, C. Hey 3-11, R. Kitzinger 3-24.

Played on Thursday, July 17th
ALDERLEY EDGE (won toss) beat TIMPERLEY by 6 wickets

 Timperley 135-5 (20 overs T. Twiney 28, M. Bishop 27, M. Walker 2-25); Alderley Edge 136-4 (18.4 overs M. Currie 56no, S. Rauf 35).

REMAINING QUARTER-FINALS

MARPLE v HYDE: Thursday, July 24th

CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL v OULTON PARK:  Friday, July 25th

The semi-finals draw is: 

ALDERLEY EDGE v MARPLE or HYDE (holders);

BOWDON v CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL or OULTON PARK. 

 Both these games and the final will be played at Timperley C.C. on Sunday, August 10th. 

TWENTY20 PLATE

SEMI-FINAL DRAW (games to be played by August 1st)

MIDDLEWICH v MACCLESFIELD (holders): Thursday, July 24th

OXTON v NANTWICH 

The winners meet in the final at Timperley on Sunday, August 10th. 

Finals Day fall-back date in case of rain is Bank Holiday Sunday, August 24th

Clubs should  arrange outstanding matches without delay and

 the Fixture Secretary informed so panel umpires can be appointed.

The Fred Graham Trophy is sponsored this season by Lovelane Ltd., 

manufacturers of framed prints
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Two more Cheshire Cup semi-finalists

DIDSBURY and Elworth joined Bowdon in the semi-finals of the Cheshire Cup with wins on Sunday, July 20th.

 Didsbury beat Widnes at Wilmslow Road by four wickets in a low-scoring game on a damp pitch.  They dismissed Widnes for 70, James McCoy 22, Andy Windle 3-12, Ian Stead 3-17, then replied with 72-6.

 North Staffs & South Cheshire League side Elworth beat Wallasey of the Liverpool Competition by 73 runs after posting 226, (Lee Morris 64, James Murphy 4-51. Wallasey were all out for 153, John Pugh 37, Steve Elliott 4-18

 In the outstanding 4th round game, Hyde host Nantwich on Sunday, July 27th.

 Semi-final draw: Didsbury v Elworth (Sunday, August 10th); Hyde or Nantwich v Bowdon (date to be arranged)

Cheshire Shield progress

UPTON won by 10 wickets at North Staffs & South Cheshire Leaguers Crewe to steamroller their way into the semi-finals of the Cheshire Shield, while Malpas eliminated Rode Park also of the NS&SCL.

 Scores: Rode Park 83 (Tom Peake 4-24); Malpas 84-5 (John Suckley 35 not out).

 Crewe 56 (Tom McGuire 4-9, Ian Linwood 3-10) Upton 59-0 (Nick Rivett 30 not out).

 Remaining quarter-finals on Sunday, July 27th  are: Marple v Hale Barns; Birkenhead Park v Middlewich.

  Semi-final draw (Sunday, August 3rd): Marple or Hale Barns v Upton; Birkenhead Park or Middlewich v Malpas

  Information about the Cheshire Cup & Shield is provided by competition organiser Ian Greensmith

Danny Leech hits 154 for Cheshire

WITH Danny Leech hitting a magnificent 154, Cheshire had a good day when they opened their key Minor Counties championship match against Devon at Exmouth on Sunday, already leading the table by 18 points at the half-way stage.  .

 Oulton Park batsman Jonny Kettle made a duck on his debut for Cheshire, but his Oulton Park colleague Leech went on to contribute 154 in a declared tally of 341-6 in 90 overs.  Leech batted for 190 balls and hit 26 fours.  He was given good backing by Hyde’s James Duffy (87) in a stand worth 120.  Devon replied with 64-3 in 23 overs and will start well behind when the game resumes on Monday.

 Cheshire team:  Andrew Hall captain, Matt Dawson (Bramhall), Jonny Kettle, Danny Leech, Nathan Dumelow, Ben Spendlove (Oulton Park), James Duffy, Danny Berry, Tom Young (Hyde), Adam Syddall (Bowdon), Jason Whittaker (Alderley Edge).  12th man: Ollie Law (Chester Boughton Hall). 

 Cheshire information is provided by PR officer Neil Goulding. 

KETTLE CENTURY

CHESHIRE A batted well against a Northumberland Development XI in their two-day friendly at Mobberley on Wednesday last week, posting 270-3 declared on the first day with a fine unbeaten 100 from Jonny Kettle (Oulton Park), 63 by Chris Davies (Oxton) and 55 from Cambridge University captain Freddie Owen (Chester Boughton Hall). 

 Northumberland had replied with 78-1 by the close, but rain prevented a resumption on Thursday.

 Cheshire A next meet Staffs. 2nd at Audley on July 31st. 

Fifties’ win offers hope

CHESHIRE beat Nottinghamshire by 66 runs in their final zone game in the National 50 Plus County championship at Upton on Wednesday, July 16th.  After winning four games out of seven, they now await news about  their progress in the competition.

 Cheshire scored 236-6 in their 45 overs after an opening stand worth 94 between Phil Thomas (48) and Steve Yates (39). This was followed by 50 from skipper Colin Norbury, then 35 by hitter Brian Coutts as 58 runs were added in the last five overs.

 Notts were bowled out for 170 by Andy Hayes 3-33 and Andy McIlroy 2-21, with Alan Hitchmough returning 5-10 with his gentle seamers, aided by several fine outfield catches.
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Cheshire Under 19 to play Lancashire

CHESHIRE Under 19 meet Lancashire in a two day inter-county match at Heywood on Wednesday, Thursday, July 23rd and 24th (11 a.m. each day).

 The 12-strong squad is: Jonny Kettle captain, Louis Bentley, Jimmy Guest, Adam Catlow, Hassan Rashid (Heaton Mersey), Andy Tetlow, , Sam Baxter (Grappenhall). Tom Gledhill (Middlewich), Rick Moore (Christleton), Pat Roberts (Toft) wicket-keeper, James Hawley, Khalid Sawas (Macclesfield). Team manager: Steve Amison.

 Late withdrawals have been made by Craig Williamson (Oulton Park) to play for Derbyshire 2nd and Mark Bennett, who is in the Lancashire Academy squad to play in Durham 

 Only the first day’s play was possible in Cheshire 19s’ drawn game against Nottinghamshire at Widnes on Tuesday and Wednesday last week.  Scores: Cheshire 140; Notts 110-1.   

JULY CRICKET COMMITTEE

Aussie gives Performance of Month

o BRENTON McDonald, Heaton Mersey’s outstanding Australian all-rounder from the Footscray club in Melbourne, has won the sponsors’ June Performance of the Month award.

 His feat in scoring 71 and taking 6-38 in a Premier League game against Macclesfield on Saturday, June 21st, wins him a framed certificate and bottle of bubbly. 

o DURING the period June 14th – July 12th inclusive, there were two pitches rated below standard (Bowdon, Poynton), three below par scoreboxes (Cheadle Hulme, Heaton Mersey, Birkenhead Park); two poor umpires rooms (Hale Barns twice); three late umpires cards; one no scorer; 11 late results sheets or cards; six late phones. There were six games played with one umpire. 

o DESPITE requests no information was obtainable to members  about the progress of  Didsbury’s application for Clubmark accreditation. Didsbury’s 150th Anniversary Cricket Week runs from August 10th – 17th. 

o COMPETITION Secretary Mike Talbot-Butler cited errors and asked for more co-operation from umpires in their application of the playing regulations.  For example, in a First Division game played on July 12th which started at 2.08 p.m., only two overs had been deducted instead of 10. Some result sheets were also being submitted with incorrect points. It was his personal opinion that the umpires should be final arbiters of the information which appeared on the result sheet. 

o FINES for the half-year totalled £1,170, down on the same period in 2007.  Most fines were incurred by Birkenhead Park, Cheadle, Middlewich, Poynton and Tattenhall (all five) and the least by Burnage, Hyde, Nantwich, Upton (none).

o THERE had been two internal transfers: Charlie Reid (Alderley Edge to Timperley); John Fennah (Neston to Oxton).

President’s Trophy days may be numbere

DISQUIET was expressed about the league’s involvement in the President’s Trophy in which they were rarely able to field a fully representative team in days of increasing expense. It had cost more than £850 to fulfil the quarter-final game against the North Yorks & South Durham League, which was lost at Tattenhall after an abortive trip to Darlington.  

 Two Mullaney Triangular trophy games were coming up against the D&CL at New Mills on August 3rd and the Cheshire League at Bramhall on BH Monday.

o ALL arrangements were in place for Fred Graham Twenty20 Trophy Finals Day at Timperley on Sunday, August 10th.  Lovelane had agreed to provide £1,000 sponsorship which would cover the majority of the expenditure on teas, umpires, man of match prizes, champagne awards, groundstaff and a limited amount in prize money.   Timperley were thanked for the quality of their co-operation and arrangements.

O UPTON have offered to stage the Over 40s play-offs on Bank Holiday Monday between the West and East Division’s two top teams.  
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o LANCASHIRE had asked the league to waive the appearances rule and allow Oliver Newby to continue playing for Alderley Edge.  This had been politely declined. .  Newby is now playing in the Lancashire League for Ramsbottom.

o MELLER had been suspended for the remainder of the season by the Derbyshire & Cheshire League. Meller players thus became free agents and may join any other club in or outside their league, as long as financial dues met.

o CHESTER Boughton Hall  have been asked not to field Under 11 players in adult league cricket without permission of  the Cricket Committee.

o ANY club with a defective Reader ball is asked to send it to Peter Bolger, 3. Millbrook Avenue, Denton, Manchester M34 2DU.  Peter is co-ordinating a grup considering the league’s future balls supplies. .

o BURTON (Wirral) had inquired about future membership of the 3rd XI Sunday set-up.

o NESTON had reached final of the Jack Gardner 3rd XI Cup by beating Chester Boughton Hall and  would meet either Heaton Mersey or Macclesfield.

o SECOND XI results secretary Ian Sharrock is on holiday and will issue a two-week report next week.

o ALL clubs who have not yet returned their trophies should do so  – fully engraved to date – to secretary Geoff Wellsteed without further delay. 

Brooklands set for return

o BROOKLANDS were currently 62 points clear of Oakmere in the Meller Braggins Cheshire League promotion places. The  Oakmere ground to be inspected with a view to their possible membership of the league in 2009.

o SALE have been awarded a grant of £11,664 from the England & Wales Trust Machinery Fund which has been used to purchase a new Torro Reelmaster 2000 D outfield mower from Bredbury-based Cheshire Turf Machinery Ltd. The grant covered 75 per cent of the cost of the mower, the rest being raised by a club fund-raising evening by Sale businessman Stefan Peilober.  Chairman Rob Moore says Sale have now received more than £90,000 in government grants towards equipment,  nets and relaying their new square since achieving Clubmark.

o SUSPENSIONS announced by Disciplinary chairman Ian Greensmith were:

 Matthew Naylor (Didsbury) three games; Matt Shaw (Birkenhead Park) three games..

O NORTH-WEST Colts Trophy fixtures had been arranged against Derbyshire & Cheshire League on Sunday, July 27th at Timperley (1.30 p.m.) and against Merseyside Competition on Monday, July 28th at Upton (12 noon).  Still to be arranged are games against Liverpool Competition and Southport & District League. 

o CHESHIRE clubs are invited to nominate deserving individuals for Outstanding Service to Cricket (OSCA) awards to be held on Monday, October 13th at Lord’s. They should contact Cheshire Board Secretary David Sharp, 6, Ashdale Drive, Heald Green, Cheadle SK8 3SX, tel. 077546 15956; e-mail: sharp@ashdale6.freeserve.co.uk.  . 

o LEAGUE Presentation Dinner is at Mere Golf & Country Club on Friday, October 3rd when the main speaker will be legendary sporting impressionist Kevin Connelly.  The admission price stays at £28.

 o NANTWICH are  to stage the annual representative match between the League Cricket Conference and Club Cricket Conference on Wednesday, September 4th (11 a.m.). 

o WEEKLY League results can be found on ITV teletext pages 474-476 on Saturday evenings. Fixtures for the forthcoming Saturday are on page 473. 
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John North bequests to club and league

LIFE Vice President John North whose death in March aged 75 was lamented by so many friends, has made generous bequests in his will of  £1,000 to the League and £1,000 to Bramhall, the club whom he served for so long.

 A request has been made that the money for the league to be devoted to Junior and Over 40s cricket which were his special interests. 

OVER 40s RESULTS: Wednesday, July 16th

THERE has been a spate of conceded games.  Clubs are urged to try harder to fulfil fixtures so as not to let down their opponents. 

WEST DIVISION

Chester Boughton Hall (4 pts.) beat Barnton by default: Barnton could not raise team. 

Christleton lost to Irby (4 pts.) by  621=1 runs.

 Irby 180-1 (Coles 34, D. Newman 33, Lea 33, Wadkin 30); Christleton 119-8 (Hollindale 20). 

Davenham (4 pts.) beat Grappenhall by default:  Grappenhall could not raise team. 

Nantwich Cavaliers lost to Tattenhall Wreckers (4 pts.) by 9 wickets.

 Nantwich 95-7 (Cowap 34, Forster 3-12); Tattenhall 97-1 (Ferriday 32, Nicholls 30). 

Upton (4 pts.) beat Warrington by default: Warrington could not raise team. 

EAST DIVISION 1

Bowdon lost to Poynton Legends (4 pts.) by 4 wickets.

 Bowdon 87-9 (Sinclair 28, Thompson 2-5); Poynton 88-6 (Thompson 32, Hall 30, Schofield 3-11),.

Marple (4 pts.) beat Mobberley by 7 runs.

 Marple 129-7 (Ashton 34, Thompson 32); Mobberley 122-6 (Khan 30, Major 4-17).

Timperley (4 pts.) beat Toft by 1 run

 Timperley 126-5 (Dutton 33 off 10 balls, Nicholson 30, Stanton 2-21); Toft 125-1 (Jones 33, Mitchell 31, Hodgson 31). 

 Urmston (4 pts.) beat Alderley Edge Wiuzards by 7 wickets.

 Alderley Edge 110-9 (Lucas 33, Hutchison 20); Urmston 116-3 (Cartwright 32, Hood 29, Espley 28). 

EAST DIVISION 2:  

Bredbury Saints lost to Bowdon Vale (4 pts.) by 8 wickets.

 Bredbury 79-7 (Clark 24, Robinson 2-13, Garner 4-3-2-1); Bowdon Vale 82-2 (Roberts 25, Thorpe 22). 

Brooklands lost to Macclesfield (4 pts.) by 1 run.

 Macclesfield 145 (Harding 34, Gregory 29, Baggs 27); Brooklands 144 (Willard 29, Price 29, Jones 26). 

 Bramhall v Bredbury Saints: cancelled – 2 pts. each.

Cheadle (4 pts.) beat Bramhall by default: Bramhall could not raise team. 

Romiley lost to Cheadle Hulme (4 pts.) by default:  Romiley could not raise team on evening.

Open: Sale. 

TABLES TO JULY 16th

West Division

P
W
T
C
L
Pts.

Tattenhall Wreckers
11
9
0
1
1
38

Upton


11
8
0
3
0
38

Irby


11
8
0
1
2
34

Nantwich Cavaliers

11
5
0
2
4
24

Grappenhall

11
4
0
4
3
24

Christleton

11
2
0
4
5
16

Chester Boughton Hall
11
3
1
2
5
19

Davenham

11
1
0
3
7
10

Warrington

11
1
0
3
7
10

Barnton


11
1
1
1
8
9
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East Division 1

P
W
T
C
L
Pts.

Poynton Legends

11
8
0
2
1
36

Urmston


11
6
0
4
2
32

Marple


11
5
0
3
3
26

Bowdon


11
3
0
4
4
20

Timperley

11
3
0
3
5
18

Toft


11
2
1
3
5
17

Alderley Edge Wizards
11
2
0
4
5
16

Mobberley

11
2
1
2
6
15

East Division 2

P
W
C
L
Total pts. divided by games played

Cheadle Hulme

10
6
3
1
3.00


Bowdon Vale

10
5
3
2
2.60

Macclesfield

10
4
4
2
2.40

Cheadle


10
4
3
3
2.20

Romiley


10
3
4
3
2.00

Sale


9
3
3
3
2.00

Bredbury Saints

10
3
3
4
1.80

Bramhall


10
2
4
4
1.60

Brooklands

9
0
1
8
0.22

 Clubs in this division play an uneven number of games.

July 12th postscript

THE result and details of the ECB Premier League game between Hyde and Macclesfield was not telephoned to HQ until 9.30 p.m., missing by 30 minutes the deadline set by the Press Association for  publication on teletext. 

  The scorers’ box was left blank in the Timperley v Birkenhead Park Division One result sheet signed by both captains and umpires.  Both clubs are fined £15 as per rule.  

 The Hale Barns bowler who took 4-48 in their Second Division defeat at Middlewich was James Dunley.

 Back to July 5th:  Winnington Park were incorrectly awarded two points instead of four in their home game against Irby. 

 Home from holiday, Ken Spilsbury reports the following missing umpires assessment cards:

 June 28th: Cheadle, Middlewich, Widnes.  July 5th: Cheadle, Marple, Middlewich, Mobberley, Widnes.  July 12th: Marple, Warrington, Winnington Park. 

and finally ……..

WTB offers sincere thanks to the many kind people who sent good-luck messages during her stay in a Liverpool hospital - especially the card signed by those attending the Umpires’ mid-season meeting at Widnes.  She hoped to be home by mid-week.

  While there, she heard the following story …

THREE contractors are bidding to fix a broken railing outside 10, Downing Street: one from London, one from Bristol and the third from Liverpool.

 They go to a Government official to examine the railing.  The Londoner takes out a tape measure and works out some figures with a pencil: “I figure the job will run to £900, £400 for materials, £400 for my crew and £100 profit for me”.

 The Bristol man also measures up, then says: “I can do the job for £700: £300 for materials, £300 for my lads and £100 for myself”.

 The Liverpool contractor doesn’t figure anything out, but leans over to the official and whispers “£2,700”.

 Incredulous, the flunkey replies: “But you didn’t do any calculations like the other guys, how come your figure is so high?”

 The Scouser whispers back: “£1,000 for me, £1,000 for you and we hire the guy from Bristol to fix the railing”.

 “Done” says the Government man.

 And that friends, is truly how the system works 

Some clubs are still failing to display theNewsletter on their noticeboards. They are

              respectfully requested to do so to give members information about League activities

Mike.t-b@virgin.net:July 21/ 08

