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CHESHIRE COUNTY

CRICKET LEAGUE

Week 18.  Newsletter for Saturday / Sunday, August 16 / 17

Currie steers Alderley Edge closer to first Premiership title

ALDERLEY Edge took another giant step towards their first ECB Premiership title when they recorded a five wickets victory at Neston, where former Lancashire batsman Mark Currie gave a master-class innings of 84 not out.

 Neston were dismissed for 157, Stan Clifford 59, Alan Day 3-25, Adam Wildig 3-30, Sohail Rauf 3-45 after which Alderley hit off the runs inside 30 overs thanks to Currie’s rich strokeplay. Although not before Neston’s left-arm spinner Paul Stimson had his moments with a 4-52 return 

 Still 33 points behind and now with only four games remaining, Bowdon stay second thanks to a four wickets win at Hyde where their former Birmingham League player Richard Wilkinson was their all-round star. Wilkinson took 3-18 to help bowl out Hyde for 151, James Duffy 53, Rob Woolley 39, then top-scored with 50, and with Antony Crozier not out on 43, Bowdon closed at 154-6, Danny Woods taking 3-56.

 Nantwich closed up in third place with a 25 points win at Macclesfield where the home side posted a daunting 186, Ben Morrison 44, Ollie Sadler 4-37. Nantwich responded with 187-8, an unbeaten 33 at a crucial stage from Rob Cook-Sievewright leading the way, despite Macclesfield skipper Barney Cutbill’s spirited 4-51.

‘Mersey beat Urmston in relegation clash

 At the foot of the table, Heaton Mersey recorded their second win in 18 games to deny Urmston in a battle between two clubs who remain favourites for relegation.  ‘Mersey batted their full quota of 60 overs to post 205, David Cranmer top-scoring with 77, while Ashwin Punja returned an admirable 7-72. Urmston fell 13 agonising runs short at 192, Adam Watson 40, with Brenton McDonald claiming a match-winning return of 5-69.

 Rain ruined the Widnes - Chester Boughton Hall clash, Widnes’ reply reaching 85-3 after they had bowled Boughton Hall out for 148, Cheshire opener Warren Goodwin contributing a sparkling 84.

  Late afternoon rain also spoiled a possible close finish at Oulton Park, where the home side had got to 71-0 - Jonny Kettle 40, Danny Leech 30 -  in reply to Toft’s 240-7.  The day’s only league centurion, Toft skipper Andy Bones hit a fine 123 not out.  
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DIVISION ONE

All games abandoned

THERE were no finishes in the First Division, early-evening rain causing the abandonment of all six games.

 Leaders Oxton (now on 301) managed to stretch their lead over Didsbury to six points at home to Upton, where, after being bowled out for 124, they had Upton struggling on 84-7.

 At Bollington, meanwhile, Didsbury closed on 154-7, Marcus Fisher 40, then Rick Hough’s unbeaten 52 helped Bolly limp to 109-8 at the early closure, Peter Manser 5-54.   

 Birkenhead Park collected 12 useful points from their visit to Poynton, declaring on 193-8, Zia ur Rehman 63, Rick Clarke 4-55. Poynton got to 136-4, with the evergreen Brian Kingham not out on 71.

 Cheadle Hulme notched 195-6 at Warrington, Adam Wilde 51, Warrington replying with 106-3, Chris Kirby 49.

 Timperley were all out for 160 at Christleton, Francois Van de Merwe contributing a quality 40. The home side got in only 11 overs before the rain came at 44-1.

 Bramhall claimed the division’s highest score of 212-6 at Cheadle, John Marshall 61, Andy Hall 57, M. Samuels 4-44.  Cheadle were on 91-4 in reply at rain. 

DIVISION TWO

Only Mobberley win

BOWLING Bredbury St. Mark’s out quickly for 129, Mobberley raced to 133-7 to record the only win before rain descended on the Second Division programme.  Steve Spiteri took 4-28 for Mobberley, their 20 points return lifting them to fifth place while underlining Bredbury’s increasing relegation danger. 

 Leaders Irby collected nine points to 11 by challengers Middlewich at Mill Hill Road, the visitors declaring on 183-6. Irby had responded with 162-5, Nathan Woods 68.

 Grappenhall were in a 50-50 position when rain ended their home game against Marple, who had totalled 149, Jo Cash 36, Steve Titchard 6-29. Grappenhall were tottering at 83-5, although skipper Titchard was still there on 33.

 The bottom of the table clash between Winnington Park and Hale Barns was boiling up nicely when a halt was called.  Sean O’Neill top-scored with 60 and skipper David Hine with 42 in Park’s 201-6, to which Barns had replied with 89-2, Ciaron Connolly 48. Park took 11 points to Barns’ seven, but remain 21 adrift of their closest rivals.

 Stockport Georgians declared on 201-8 with 71 not out from John Leggatt at home to Tattenhall, who were on a useful-looking 120-1, Danny Ahmed 64 not out, when the umpires took the players off. 

 There would have been a close finish at Burnage, the home side being bowled out for 118, Mohammed Isra ul Haq 57, Mike Halkon 4-22.  Sale were poised on 105-8, Sajid Mahmood 3-29 …anybody’s game. 
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Saturday’s scorelines in detail

ECB PREMIER LEAGUE

HYDE (9 pts.) lost to BOWDON (won toss, 20 pts.) by 4 wickets.

 Hyde 151 (43 overs: J. Duffy 53, R. Woolley 39, R. Wilkinson 3-189); 

 Bowdon 154-6 (31 overs: R. Wilkinson 50, A. Crozier 43no, D. Woods 3-56).

MACCLESFIELD (won toss, 10 pts.) lost to NANTWICH (25 pts.) by 2 wickets.

 Macclesfield 186 (53 overs: B. Morrison 44, J. Knight 36, O. Sadler 4-37, J. Warrington 3-55); 

 Nantwich 187-8 (48 overs: R. Cook-Sievewright 33no, O. Sadler 31, B. Cutbill 4-51).

NESTON (5 pts.) lost to ALDERLEY EDGE (won toss, 20 pts.) by 5 wickets.

 Neston 157 (60 overs: S. Clifford 59, A. Day 3-25, A. Wildig 3-30, S. Rauf 3-45); 

 Alderley Edge 159-5 (29 overs: M. Currie 84no, R. Rauf 30, P. Stimson 4-52).

OULTON PARK (won toss, 7 pts.) drew with TOFT (10 pts.)

 Toft 240-7 dec. (55 overs, A. Bones 123no, K. Koch 36, G. Emmett 3-52); 

 Oulton Park 71-0 (J. Kettle 40no, D. Leech 30no).  Rain stopped play. 

URMSTON (9 pts.) lost to HEATON MERSEY (won toss, 22 pts.) by 13 runs.

 Heaton Mersey 205 (60 overs: D. Cranmer 77, A. Punja 7-71); 

 Urmston 192 (50 overs: C. Watson 40, T. McDonald 5-69). 

WIDNES v CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL abandoned: 7 pts. each.

 Chester Boughton Hall 148 (57 overs: W. Goodwin 84no, A. Hurdley 3-21, S. Moore 3-45); 

 Widnes 85-3 (25 overs: D. Naughton 33). Rain stopped play. 

FIRST DIVISION

BOLLINGTON (7 pts.) drew with DIDSBURY (won toss, 8 pts.)

 Didsbury 154-7 dec.  (50 overs: M. Fisher 40, J. Mason 38); 

 Bollington 109-8 (38 overs: R. Hough 52no, P. Manser 5-45).  Rain stopped play

CHEADLE (won toss, 7 pts.) drew with BRAMHALL (12 pts.)

 Bramhall 212-6 dec. (50 overs: J. Marshall 61, A. Hall 57, S. Wilkinson 40, M. Samuels 4-44); 

 Cheadle 91-4 (32 overs: J. Langham 34, G. Dixon 32, S. Wilkinson 3-22).  Rain stopped play. 

 CHRISTLETON (7 pts.) drew with TIMPERLEY (9 pts.)

 Timperley 160 (47 overs: S. Van de Merwe 40, P. Allen 3-22, J. Ashcroft 3-40); 

 Christleton 44-1 (11 overs). Rain stopped play. 

OXTON (10 pts.) drew with UPTON (won toss, 7 pts.)

 Oxton 124 (49 overs: Anthony Birley 36, A. Watson 3-17, R. Dixon 3-26); 

 Upton 84-7 (45 overs: A. Watson 39, C. Stenhouse 3-18). Rain stopped play.  

POYNTON (8 pts.) drew with BIRKENHEAD PARK (won toss, 12 pts.)

 Birkenhead Park 193-8 dec. (50 overs: Z. ur Rehman 63, S. Potter 34no, R. Clarke 4-55); 

 Poynton 136-4 (39 overs: B. Kingham 71no.)   Rain stopped play. 

WARRINGTON (7 pts.) drew with CHEADLE HULME (won toss, 12 pts.)

 Cheadle Hulme 195-6 dec. (50 overs: A. Wilde 51, E., McCray 39no); 

 Warrington 106-3 (27 overs: C. Kirby 49, J. Hughes 47no).  Rain stopped play. 
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SECOND DIVISION

BREDBURY ST. MARK’S (8 pts.) lost to MOBBERLEY (won toss, 20 pts.) by 3 wickets. 

 Bredbury 129 (A. Cox 32, S. Spiteri 4-28); 

 Mobberley 133-7. 

BURNAGE (won toss, 8 pts. drew with SALE (8 pts.)

 Burnage 118 (40 overs: M. Isra ul Haq 57, M. Halkon 4-22, J. Taylor 3-18); 

 Sale 105-8 (36 overs: S. Mahmood 3-29). Rain stopped play. 

GRAPPENHALL (7 pts.) drew with MARPLE (won toss, 11 pts.)

 Marple 149 (48 overs: J. Cash 36, S. Titchard 6-29, S. Baxter 3-67); 

 Grappenhall 83-5 (28 overs: S. Titchard 33no, D. Bertling 5-23). Rain stopped play. 

IRBY ( 9 pts.) drew with MIDDLEWICH (won toss, 11 pts.)

 Middlewich 183-6 dec. (50 overs: R. Clorley 37, G. McCaffery 3-64, D. Collyer 3-76); 

 Irby 162-5 (33 overs: N. Woods 68, B. Thomas 36, T. Gledhill 3-63). Rain stopped play. 

STOCKPORT GEORGIANS (won toss, 9 pts.) drew with TATTENHALL (8 pts.)

 Stockport Georgians 201-8 dec. (50 overs: J. Leggatt 72no, D. Lewis 3-67); 

 Tattenhall 120-1 (347 overs: D. Ahmed 64no, J. Hope 35no). Rain stopped play. 

WINNINGTON PARK (won toss, 11 pts.) drew with HALE BARNS (7 pts.)

 Winnington Park 201-6 dec. (50 overs: S. O’Neill 60, D. Hine 42, N. Caldecott 35); 

 Hale Barns 89-2 (25 overs: C. Connolly 48). Rain stopped play. 

PICK OF WEEK

Premier league batting – Andy Bones (Toft) 123no v Oulton Park

 Bowling – Ashwin Punja (Urmston) 7-71 v Heaton Mersey

First Division batting – Brian Kingham (Poynton) 71 no v Birkenhead Park

 Bowling – Peter Manser (Didsbury) 5-54 v Bollington

Second Division batting – John Leggatt (Stockport Georgians) 72 no v Tattenhall

 Bowling – Steve Titchard (Grappenhall) 6-29 v Marple

Best all-rounder – Steve Titchard (Grappenhall) 33no and 6-29 v Marple
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TABLES AT WEEK 18: SATURDAY, AUGUST 16th
ECB Premier League
P
W20
W25
D
C/A
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts.

t  ALDERLEY EDGE
18
4
7
2
2
2
28
11
330

BOWDON

18
5
5
2
4
2
28
12
297

NANTWICH

18
4
4
3
3
4
56
28
291

HYDE


18
7
1
3
2
5
55
28
268

OULTON PARK
18
4
2
6
3
3
55
24
242

CHESTER B. HALL
18
5
2
2
3
6
39
27
241

NESTON

18
4
1
5
2
6
71
41
241

WIDNES

18
2
1
5
4
6
55
45
203

TOFT


18
3
1
7
1
6
59
37
202

MACCLESFIELD
18
3
0
4
2
9
53
48
183

URMSTON

18
1
0
4
4
9
69
44
169

HEATON MERSEY
18
2
0
4
2
10
47
46
155

 t = Alderley Edge record includes 18 tie points in a level scores draw. 

First Division

OXTON

18
5
4
4
3
2
51
21
301

DIDSBURY
 
18
5
3
8
1
1
60
37
295

TIMPERLEY

18
4
4
2
3
5
30
17
252

UPTON


18
6
1
3
4
4
29
27
235

POYNTON

18
5
1
5
2
5
45
40
234

CHRISTLETON (5)
18
4
1
6
3
4
34
41
208

WARRINGTON (2)
18
2
2
6
4
4
50
28
206

CHEADLE HULME
18
1
2
7
2
6
61
44
203

BRAMHALL

18
2
1
6
4
5
46
37
188

BIRKENHEAD PARK
18
0
2
8
1
7
60
46
179

BOLLINGTON

18
2
1
4
2
9
39
36
162

CHEADLE

18
3
0
3
3
9
38
36
161

 Points deducted for slow over rates: Christleton 5; Warrington 2. 

Second Division

IRBY


18
7
4
2
2
3
38
14
310

GRAPPENHALL
18
5
3
4
4
2
43
22
276

TATTENHALL

18
5
3
7
1
2
44
35
275

MIDDLEWICH

18
4
3
7
1
3
55
36
267

t  MOBBERLEY
18
6
1
5
1
4
37
33
250

STOCKPORT GEO.
18
2
3
3
3
7
70
32
244

SALE


18
2
3
6
3
4
50
40
238

MARPLE

18
3
2
4
2
7
57
40
229

BURNAGE

18
3
0
4
4
7
76
36
208

BREDBURY ST. MK.
18
1
0
7
3
7
84
50
189

HALE BARNS

18
2
1
5
3
7
53
38
187

WINNINGTON PARK
18
0
1
6
0
11
73
56
166

 t = Mobberley record includes 18 tie points in a level scores draw. 

 Under normal circumstances, the top two teams in Divisions One and Two will be promoted and the bottom two teams in each division will be relegated, those in the Second Division to the Meller Braggins Cheshire League.  
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FIXTURES & UMPIRES FOR WEEK 19: 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 23rd

 Note starting times
ECB Premier League (12.30 p.m.)

ALDERLEY EDGE v HYDE


R. Davis & Smith

BOWDON v URMSTON


S. Davies & Greensmith

CHESTER BO. HALL v MACCLESFIELD
Moss & Scrimgeour

HEATON MERSEY v WIDNES

Anderson & Roberts

NANTWICH v OULTON PARK

Flanagan & Kinsey

TOFT v NESTON



A. Davies & Silver

First Division (1 p.m.)

BIRKENHEAD PARK v OXTON

Hacking & Wellsteed

BRAMHALL v WARRINGTON

Hibbert tel. 0161 449 9185 & Spencer

CHEADLE HULME v POYNTON

Kirkbright & Wilson

DIDSBURY v CHEADLE


Shallcross & Shaw

TIMPERLEY v BOLLINGTON


Goron & Ogden

UPTON v CHRISTLETON


Prescott & Rothwell

Second Division  (1 p.m.)

HALE BARNS v STOCKPORT GEO.

Hayes & Murphy

MARPLE v WINNINGTON PARK

Bogie tel. 01538 360629 & Hambleton

MIDDLEWICH v GRAPPENHALL

Hunter & Sutton

MOBBERLEY v BURNAGE


Cunningham & T. Hill

SALE v IRBY




Lofthouse & Speakman tel. 07908 650125

TATTENHALL v BREDBURY ST. MK.
Byrom & B. Jones
 ooooooooooooooooo        ooooooooooooooooooo

Two winter courses for umpires

THERE is still time to enrol in either of the two 10-week winter courses for aspiring umpires or those needing a refresher, organised by the Cheshire Umpires & Scorers Association: 

  At Hale Barns CC starting on Tuesday, September 30th, 2008;

  At Oakmere CC starting on Tuesday, January 13th, 2009.

 For further information or to enrol, contact:

 Ian Bishop tel. 0161 962 5833; e-mail ianbishop1934@btinternet.com;

 Steve Goron 01625 532 838; e-mail: stevegoron@ntlworld.com;
 Dave Lawson tel. 01606 765 87; e-mail: lmaureen4@aol.com
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Twenty20 Finals praised
CLIVE Elliott, Cricket Chairman of Fred Graham Twenty 20 Trophy winners Alderley Edge, writes to Newsletter following Finals Day at Timperley. He pens:

   “Can I please reiterate my comments and thanks to you made on the day.  Firstly, the Twenty20 has really taken off thanks to your foresight and organisation which has been greatly appreciated.  And secondly, Timperley did a fantastic job in every facet of their organisation of the actual event and I can pay them no higher compliment than to say AECC will have learned a few things from them”.

 And that was from someone whose smooth personal running of the recent Lancashire v Bangladesh A match at Alderley Edge brought high praise from the Old Trafford authorities. 

  Timperley’s hard work made the fourth annual Finals Day the best yet with the weather relenting to provide a bright, fine day for a large crowd and if the four games lacked drama with not a solitary half-century recorded, they provided much good cricket and the best side won the major honour.  

 Plaudits also to Macclesfield for bringing a coachload of supporters and retaining the Plate.  Thanks to Macc’s Allan Sherratt for taking many pictures, some of which will hopefully find their way into the 2009 handbook. 

 Stats for the season showed that 33 games were played with only one conceded, by Warrington at Tattenhall in round two.  All Plate fixtures were fulfilled.

 The highest team total was recorded by ultimate champions Alderley Edge with 200-5 against Bredbury, while the lowest total was 68 by Urmston against defeated finalists Bowdon. The highest individual score was posted by Nathan Dumelow (Oulton Park) with 98 not out v Christleton and the best bowling figures were those of Alex Kegg, who took 5-17 in the quarter-final for Chester Boughton Hall against Oulton Park.

 Warm thanks are expressed to Steve Mobley of Lovelane, for sponsoring Finals Day as a one-off gesture following the withdrawal of Surridge Sports.    

 New sponsors are sought for 2009 when Upton have generously offered the use of their excellent facilities at Old Greasby road.

.CHESHIRE CRICKET ROUND-UP

Didsbury v Hyde in senior final

THE second Cheshire Cup semi-final between Bowdon and Hyde at Werneth Low on Sunday was reduced to 25 overs each after a 4 p.m. start and saw Hyde reverse the result of the previous day’s league match to win by eight wickets.

 Bowdon scored 140-8, Carl Hey 55, John Ashley 4-35, Hyde replying with 143-2 in 21 overs, Ashley again stealing the show with a rapid 97 not out.  

 The final is on Sunday, August 31st between Hyde and Didsbury – who beat Elworth a week earlier – the clubs to toss for choice of grounds. 

…..it’s Marple v Birkenhead Park in Shield

IN a match reduced to 35 overs apiece, Birkenhead Park beat Malpas by 129 runs in their Cheshire Shield semi-final on Sunday, Tom Hunter led the way with a commanding innings of 119 out of 217-9.

 Malpas were all out for 78, John Warrington 4-23.

  Marple, who beat Upton the previous Sunday, will stage the final on Sunday, August 24th (1 p.m.).  

  Information about the Cheshire Cup & Shield is provided by competition organiser Ian Greensmith

Cheshire v Cornwall at Nantwich

CHESHIRE began their last Minor Counties championship match against Cornwall at Nantwich on Sunday, August 17th knowing that victory would enable them to retain the West Division title. Should they finish top they will play-off against the East winners – likely to be Lincolnshire - at Alderley Edge from Sunday – Wednesday, September 7 – 10. 

 A fine innings of 107 by Nathan Dumelow and half-centuries from skipper Andy Hall (66), James Duffy (52) and Ben Spendlove (52) helped Cheshire reach 365-8 in their 90 overs innings.  Cornwall were 84-2 when bad light stopped play five minutes early, Adam Syddall having taken both wickets.

 The ground staff at Nantwich did a superb job getting play to start on time after incessant all-night rain. 

 CHESHIRE A lost their final friendly match against the North Wales Cricket Association at Malpas on Tuesday, August 12th 
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NEWS IN BRIEF …

LEAGUE team to meet the Cheshire League at Bramhall on Bank Holiday Monday in their second George Mullaney Trophy game (1 p.m.) is:

 Ryan Edwards captain (Timperley), Rick Moore, Paul Allen (Christleton), Danny Halkon, Mike Halkon (Sale), Danny Ahmed (Tattenhall), Chris Kirby (Warrington), Liam Parkinson wicket-keeper, Ian Barnes (Grappenhall), Rick Clarke (Poynton), Chris Stenhouse (Oxton). Manager: Harry Bramhall. Scorer: Ray Davies. The league will receive the Trophy if they win, having already defeated the Derbyshire & Cheshire League at New Mills on August 3rd.   The winners of this game will also be presented with the Chesters Challenge Trophy which is played for annually between the two leagues. 

CHESHIRE Cricket Clubs committee are in need of a new secretary following the resignation of Ian Leather.  Former secretary Bob Cunningham has been holding the reins but the 4xCs now seek to make a permanent appointment.  Anyone interested should contact chairman David Humpage.

 LANCASHIRE fast bowler Oliver Newby, who started the season playing for Alderley Edge, has been loaned to Gloucestershire for the remainder of the campaign. All-rounder Simon Marshall, this season a regular in the successful Alderley Edge side, may himself join Gloucestershire in 2009 after being released from his Lancashire contract. 

FOLLOWING group victories over the Derbyshire & Cheshire League, Merseyside Competition and Southport & District, the League will take on Liverpool Competition in the final of the North-West Colts Trophy at Grappenhall on Sunday, September 7th (12.30 p.m.). The League hold the trophy having beaten the Liverpool Competition in the 2007 final at Warrington. 

ANY club with a defective Reader cricket ball should send it to Peter Bolger, 3. Millbrook Avenue, Denton, Manchester M34 2DU.  Peter is co-ordinating a group considering future ball supplies. .

MACCLESFIELD’s hosting of Widnes in the AE Taylor Insurances 2nd XI Trophy final on Sunday, August 17th. was postponed to August 24th due to rain. Macclesfield have won the competition three times, in 1979, 1982 and 1994, while Widnes are the holders. 

Cheshire Fifties v Leicestershire 

CHESHIRE meet Leicestershire at Oulton Park on Wednesday, August 20th in the quarter-final of the National 50 Plus County championship (1 p.m.). This follows their fine eight wickets win against Sussex at Hayward’s Heath.

THE final of the Jack Gardner 3rd XI Trophy features Neston v Heaton Mersey at Parkgate on Bank Holiday Monday. 

CLUBS who have not yet returned their trophies should do so  – fully engraved to date – to League secretary Geoff Wellsteed without further delay. 

THE League Presentation Dinner is at Mere Golf & Country  Club on Friday, October 3rd when the main speaker will be legendary sporting impressionist Kevin Connelly.  The admission price stays at £28.

NANTWICH stage the annual representative match between the League Cricket Conference and Club Cricket Conference on Thursday, September 4th (11 a.m.), when it is expected that several County League players will be in the LCC team. One of the umpires is to be League secretary Geoff Wellsteed. 

WEEKLY League results can be found on ITV teletext pages 474-476 on Saturday evenings. Fixtures for the forthcoming Saturday are on page 473. 

BOLLINGTON are to stage a triangular Twenty20 tournament against Macclesfield and Poynton at the Recreation Ground on Bank Holiday Monday.  There will be a BBQ, bar etc. available for spectators. 
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OVER 40s PLAY-OFFS AT UPTON
THE first Over 40s play-offs are to be staged on Upton’s two grounds  on August Bank Holiday Monday starting at 12 noon when the semi-final line-up is: Poynton Legends v Irby (on main ground); Upton v Urmston (on second ground). Tea will be taken before the final, which begins at approximately 3.15 p.m.  

 The League are providing four panel umpires in Geoff Wellsteed, Ray Prescott, Adrian Kinsey and Steve Kirkbright and will also foot the tea bill, while clubs should supply their own cricket balls. 

  The promotion and relegation places indicated in the final tables below may depend on the format of the divisions in 2009.  Bollington have expressed an interest in joining.   There will be a post-season meeting of Forties reps. on a date yet to be decided. 

LATE RESULTS FROM WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 6

Former Lancashire and England batsman Neil Fairbrother made his Over 40s debut in Grappenhall’s West Division victory over Chester Boughton Hall at Broad Lane.  He was caught and bowled for six. Scores:

Grappenhall (4 pts.) beat Chester Boughton Hall by 26 runs.

 Grappenhall 139-6 (Radage 30, Critchley 30); Chester 113-6 (Pritchard 32, Legry 24).

 The East Division One game between Alderley Edge Wizards and Toft was cancelled due to rain.  
East Division Two

Sale (4 pts.) beat Brooklands by 3 wickets.

 Brooklands 74 (Taylor 24, Briggs 5-10); Sale 77-7 (Battersby 32).

FINAL TABLES

West Division

P
W
T
C
L
Pts.

Upton


14
10
0
4
0
48 champions

Irby


14
10
0
2
2
44 runners-up

Tattenhall Wreckers
14
10
0
1
3
42

Grappenhall

14
7
0
4
3
36

Chester Boughton Hall
14
5
1
2
6
27


Nantwich Cavaliers

14
5
0
2
7
24

Davenham

14
3
0
4
7
20

Christleton

14
2
0
4
8
16

Warrington

14
2
0
3
9
14

Barnton


14
1
1
2
10
11

East Division 1

P
W
T
C
L
Pts.

Poynton Legends

14
10
0
3
1
46 champions

Urmston


14
7
0
3
4
34 runners-up

Marple


14
6
0
3
5
30

Toft


14
4
1
4
5
27

Bowdon


14
4
0
5
5
26

Mobberley

14
4
1
3
6
25

Timperley

14
3
0
4
7
20 relegated

Alderley Edge Wizards
14
2
0
5
7
18 relegated

East Division 2

P
W
C
L
Pts. divided by games played
 

Cheadle Hulme

13
7
5
1
38:    2.92 champions and promoted


Macclesfield

13
7
4
2
36:    2.77 runners-up and promoted

Romiley


12
5
5
2
30:    2.50

Cheadle


12
5
4
3
28:    2.33

Bowdon Vale

12
5
3
4
26:    2.17

Sale


12
5
3
4
26:    2.17

Bredbury Saints

13
3
3
7
18:    1.38

Bramhall


13
2
4
7
16:    1.23

Brooklands

12
1
1
10
6:      0.50

 Clubs in this division played an uneven number of games.
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Sixteen Forties’ fixtures were conceded

A RECORD number of 16 Over Forties fixtures were conceded, nine of them in the West Division. Full list of defaulters:

 West Division: Barnton home to Tattenhall May 21; Barnton at Irby June 4; Barnton at Tattenhall July 9; Barnton at Chester July 16; Nantwich at Irby June 25; Nantwich home Davenham July 30; Nantwich at Warrington August 6; Grappenhall at Davenham, July 16; Warrington at Upton July 16.

 East Division: Alderley Edge home Marple June 25; Alderley Edge at Poynton July 30; Mobberley home Urmston May 21; Marple home Urmston August 6.

 East Division 2: Bramhall at Cheadle July 16; Bramhall home Brooklands July 23 (Brooklands’ only ‘win’); Sale at Macclesfield July 23.

 Of 182 scheduled fixtures, a further 45 were cancelled or abandoned. 

August 9th postscript

ON a day when 16 of the 18 scheduled league fixtures were washed-out, five clubs failed to ring in any information.  However, as one call-off  was unintelligible over the ‘phone it is impossible to apportion fines.  Toft should note that when home matches are cancelled there is no need to file a result sheet. 

WITH only two games played, there were no absentee umpires’ assessment cards, reports co-ordinator Ken Spilsbury.  

 Apologies for errors in main tables due to absence of WTB’s steadying hand; also for e-mail messages which have not elicited a response this week due to the MTB computer  (still) playing up. 
and finally ………….

AN old Italian man lived alone in the country.  He wanted to dig his tomato garden, but it was back-breaking work as the ground was rock hard.  His only son, Vincenzo, who used to help him, was in prison.  The old man wrote to his son and described his problem.

 “Dear Vincenzo: I am feeling pretty bad because it looks like I won’t be able to plant my tomatoes this year. I am getting too old to dig up the garden plot.  If you were here, my troubles would be over. I know you would have dug my garden for me. Love Papa..”

 A few days later, he received a letter from his son: 

 “Dear Papa, I’d do anything for you, except dig up that garden.  That’s where I buried the bodies. Love Vinnie”.

 At 4 a.m. next day, the local police arrived and dug up the entire area without finding any bodies. They apologised to the old man and left.  

 The very same day, the old man received another letter from his son.

 “Dear Papa – Go ahead and plant your tomatoes. That was the best I could do for you under the circumstances. Love Vinnie”.

     Clubs are respectfully requested to display this Newsletter on their noticeboards.
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