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Alderley Edge tail keeps its nerve

ALDERLEY Edge tail-enders kept their nerve to pip Hyde by one wicket and boost their club’s hopes of winning the ECB Premier League for the first time. 
 Hyde were bowled out for a modest 139, Rob Woolley 40, with leg-spinner Adam Wildig (5-32) enjoying his best spell of the summer including three wickets in one productive over. But after Mark Currie had been dismissed for 61, Alderley collapsed from 76-2 to 136-9, Cheshire spinner Danny Woods taking 4-23.  Yet they couldn’t get past wicket-keeper Simon Elliott and Andy James who stayed the course to knock off the runs. 

 By a fixture-list quirk Alderley play all their last four games at home, those to come being against Urmston next Saturday, Bowdon on September 6th and Heaton Mersey on the season’s final day. 

 Bowdon lost ground on the leaders despite clocking up a 55 runs defeat of Urmston at South Downs Road and now trail by 36 points with only three games remaining.  Lancashire batsman Gareth Cross top-scored with 72 in Bowdon’s ordinary 144, Garry Saunders taking 5-24 in a rare appearance.  Urmston’s batting, which has let them down all season, collapsed to 89 all out against the pace of Richard Wilkinson (3-9), while wicket-keeper Patrick Ashling, standing in for skipper Stephen Bramhall,  claimed five catches.

Oulton end Dabbers’ hopes

Nantwich’s slim hopes of overhauling the top two disappeared when they lost at home to retiring champions Oulton Park by seven wickets after posting 207, Rob Howell 72, Nathan Dumelow 4-53, Craig Williamson 4-65.  Oulton coasted home at 208-3, Ben Spendlove contributing 66, Louis Bentley 56 and Danny Leech 50 not out

 Widnes enjoyed a comfortable 106 runs win at bottom team Heaton Mersey after posting 256, opener James McCoy scoring a flashing 90, to bring his tally to 330 runs in three league and cup knocks against ‘Mersey this season. Aussie spinner Brenton McDonald returned 5-112 to top 50 wickets for the season. ‘Mersey were all out for 149, Matt Norbury 41, Danny Naughton 5-35.

 Again playing spirited cricket under the enthusiastic skipper Barney Cutbill, Macclesfield moved 29 points clear of Urmston and virtually ended their relegation worries with a notable four wickets win at Chester. Boughton Hall declared on 185-7, Darren Cruikshank 58, Ian Tate 3-42, then a solid innings of 58 from Jason Knight carried Macclesfield through at 189-6, Cruikshank 3-52.

 Neston had reached a commanding position at Toft when rain ended play 17 overs early. Toft scored 194, Adam Carolan 75, James Escott 4-11 after which a fine unbeaten innings of 76 by the consistent Jack Smith had taken Neston to 148-3 when the elements intervened.
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DIVISION ONE

Didsbury, Oxton level at top

JUST for once the Wirral suffered the worst of any rain that fell on Saturday, causing the abandonment of the First Division games at Birkenhead Park and Upton.

 The match at Park was important to both clubs, finishing 12 overs early with Oxton – very much in the driving seat -  taking 14 points to Birkenhead’s seven. Oxton declared at 200-6, Chandra Atram 78, Chris Davies 60, Carl Ainsworth 6-45.  Park got to 126-7 from 38 overs, Tom Hunter 73, Andy Birley 3-20 when the early closure came.

 Oxton’s failure to win means they have been caught up in top place by Didsbury, who polished off wooden spoonists Cheadle by seven wickets to pick up 20 points.  N. Windle’s 4-28 helped dismiss Cheadle for 93 and Didsbury knocked off the runs in 33 overs.

 Bollington kept up their remarkable recovery with a two wickets win in a low-scorer at Timperley, whom they polished off for 81, Abdul Aqeel 6-52, Mo Ali 4-28.  Calum Rowe’s 25 was the highest individual score of the match as Bolly replied with 84-8, Ryan Edwards 5-30.

 After looking doomed at the half-way mark, Bolly now lie only four points behind Park with three to play, including a crucial visit to Birkenhead on September 6th.

 Poynton scored a remarkable win at Cheadle Hulme chasing 198-6 (Adam Wilde 77 and Jordan Potts 46, put on 133, then Damien Stringer took 5-63).  After the consistent Brian Kingham had contributed 66, Poynton needed an unlikely 80 off the last 10 overs and 19 off the final one.  Barbadian Derwen Thompson was the man to do it, hitting four sixes off the first four balls for an unbeaten 66 from 56 deliveries  to pilot a three wicket victory.

 Bramhall recorded a rare win by 70 runs at home to Warrington after posting 210-8, openers Andrew Hall (78) and Nick Atherton (59) opening with a 142 stand.  The later batsmen fell foul of T. Balmer, who claimed 6-36.  Warrington were dismissed for 140, Mal Agar 58, David Rudolph 5-17, wicket-keeper Nick Cantello making three stumpings and taking two catches.

 The Upton v Christleton game at Greasby was the other match hit by rain.  Upton batted 55 overs for a ponderous 136-8, Iroshan de Silva 3-50 and Christleton got to 40-1 to be foiled of a possible victory for the second week running. 

DIVISION TWO

No stopping Irby

IRBY’s march to the Second Division title continues, their success at Sale being the 12th in 17 completed games.  But it was not easy and after Sale had been routed for 95, David Collyer 7-38, Irby struggled.  It needed the old head of Mike Newman (32 not out) to see them through at 99-7 for another 25 pointer.

 Now enjoying a new career in the police force, former Lancashire batsman Richard Green was the star of second-placed Grappenhall’s 70 runs win at Middlewich.  He scored 102 and helped Will Sharp (62) in a century partnership as Grappers declared on 234-6.  Middlewich lost their last wicket in the final over at 164, Cameron Park 3-14.

 It’s hotting up at the bottom where Winnington Park won their second game of the season by one wicket at Marple and continued their determined effort to survive.  Marple were all out for 145, M. Atherton 4-43 and Park scraped home on 147-9, Sean O’Neill 74 not out, Dean Bertling 6-51.

 Bredbury St. Mark’s dropped into the bottom two when they lost at Tattenhall by one wicket.  Tattenhall scored 136-9, G. Dixon 4-34, then Bredbury were all out for 134, Rob Keyworth being last out for 40, while Rob Mulvihill took 5-52.

 Hale Barns did their survival hopes a power of good with a seven wickets win against Stockport Georgians whom they sent back for 132, skipper Dave Saddington 4-23.  A fine innings of 75 from Aussie Ciaron Connolly saw ‘Barns home comfortably.  .

 Next Saturday’s game between Bredbury and Hale Barns could help to settle things while the following week it’s Winnington v Bredbury.

 There was some high-scoring at Mobberley where the home side overcame Burnage’s 246-7 (Sohail Abbas 85) to win by five wickets with three balls remaining. Mike Lennon scored  67 and Adam Locke 47.  With a 3-59 return, all-rounder Abbas hardly deserved to be on the losing side. 
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Saturday’s scores in detail

ECB PREMIER LEAGUE

ALDERLEY EDGE (25 pts.) beat HYDE (won toss, 9 pts.) by 1 wicket.

 Hyde 139 (55 overs: R. Woolley 40, C. Tipper 32, A. Wildig 5-32 (including 3 wickets in an over, J. Whittaker 3-32); 

Alderley Edge 142-9 (39 overs: M. Currie 61, D. Woods 4-43).

BOWDON (22 pts.) beat URMSTON (won toss, 5 pts.) by 55 runs.

 Bowdon 144 (50 overs: G. Cross 72, G. Sanders 5-24, A. Punja 3-43); 

 Urmston 89 (456 overs: J. Knight 21, R. Wilkinson 3-9, wicket-keeper P. Ashling 5 catches).

CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL (9 pts.) lost to MACCLESFIELD (won toss, 20 pts.) by 4 wickets.

  Chester 185-7 dec. (55 overs: D. Cruikshank 58, M. Griffiths 36, I. Tait 3-42, C. Melrose 3-60);   

  Macclesfield 189-6 (54.1 overs: J. Knight 58, B. Morrison 33, A. Bell 34, D. Cruikshank 3-52).

HEATON MERSEY (won toss, 7 pts.) lost to WIDNES (25 pts.) by 107 runs.

 Widnes 256 (55 overs: J. McCoy 90, D. Pascoe 34, B. McDonald 5-112 reaches 50 wickets for season, D. Cranmer 3-68); 

 Heaton Mersey 149 (42 overs: M. Norbury 41, P. August 33, D. Naughton 5-35). 

NANTWICH (won toss, 5 pts.) lost to OULTON PARK (25 pts.) by 7 wickets.

 Nantwich 207 (59.2 overs): R. Howell 72, P Hampshire 34, C. Hampshire 33, N. Dumelow 4-53, C. Williamson 4-65); 

 Oulton Park 208-3 (43 overs: B. Spendlove 66, L. Bentley 56, D. Leech 50no).

TOFT (12 pts.) drew with NESTON (won toss, 9 pts.)

 Toft 194 (55 overs: A. Carolan 76, S. Hardstaff 44, J. Estcott 4-11); 

 Neston 149-3 (38 overs: J. Smith 76 no). 

 Match abandoned with 17 overs remaining. 

PICK OF WEEK

 Batting – James McCoy (Widnes) 90 v Heaton Mersey

 Bowling -  Garry Saunders (Urmston) 5-24 v Bowdon

 All-rounder – Darron Cruikshank (Chester Boughton Hall) 58 and 3-52 v Macclesfield
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FIRST DIVISION

BIRKENHEAD PARK (7 pts.) drew with OXTON (won toss, 14 pts.)

 Oxton 200-6 dec. (50 overs: C. Atram 78, C. Davies 60, C. Stenhouse 30no, C. Ainsworth 6-45); 

 Birkenhead Park 126-7 (38 overs: T. Hunter 73, A. Birley 3-20).  This result was not telephoned. 

  Match abandoned with 12 overs remaining.

BRAMHALL (25 pts.) beat WARRINGTON (won toss, 6 pts.) by 70 runs.

 Bramhall 210-8 dec. (50 overs: A. Hall 78, N. Atherton 59 = opening stand of 142, T. Balmer 6-36); 

 Warrington 140 (47 overs: M. Agar 58, R. Batey 30, D. Rudolph 5-17, J. Davies 3-32). 

CHEADLE HULME (won toss, 12 pts.) lost to POYNTON (25 pts.) by 3 wickets.

 Cheadle Hulme 198-6 dec. (50 overs: A. Wilde 77, J. Potts 46, M. Driscoll 33no, D. Stringer 5-63); 

 Poynton 204-7 (49.4 overs: D. Thompson 66no, B. Kingham 66, E.McCray 3-46).

DIDSBURY (won toss, 20 pts.) beat CHEADLE (2 pts.) by 7 wickets.

 Cheadle 93 (34 overs: R. Malook 27, N. Windle 4-28, P. Sperring 3-16); 

 Didsbury 94-3 (33 overs: R. Mason 27, M. Fisher 22).

TIMPERLEY (4 pts.) lost to BOLLINGTON (won toss, 20 pts.) by 2 wickets.

 Timperley 81 (27 overs: A. Aqeel 6-52, M. Ali 4-28); 

 Bollington 84-8 (33 overs: C. Rowe 25, R. Edwards 5-30).

UPTON v CHRISTLETON (won toss): match abandoned due to rain,  7 pts. each.

 Upton 136-8 innings closed  (55 overs: I. de Silva 3-50); 

 Christleton 40-1 (15 overs).

 Match abamndoned with 30 overs remaining. 

PICK OF WEEK

Batting – Andy Hall (Bramhall) v Warrington and Chandra Atram (Oxton) v Birkenhead Park both 78

 Bowling –  T. Balmer (Warrington) 6-34 v Bramhall 

All-rounder – nothing recorded. 

Brooklands are back !

BROOKLANDS clinched their return to the County League after a two year absence with a 10 wickets victory at Mere on Saturday – their 14th in 19 unbeaten games.

 Oakmere remain second and favourites to be promoted for the first time after drawing with Cholmondeley while Congleton, third, and now 18 points behind, lost at hoe to Ashton on Mersey.

 Oakmere meet Congleton at home in a crucial fixture on Saturday. 
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SECOND DIVISION

HALE BARNS (won toss, 20 pts.) beat STOCKPORT GEORGIANS (6 pts.) by 7 wickets.

 Stockport Georgians 132 (50 overs: D. Saddington 4-23); 

 Hale Barns 133-3 (47 overs: C. Connolly 75, A. Wood 34no).

MARPLE (6 pts.) lost to WINNINGTON PARK (won toss, 20 pts.) by 1 wicket.

 Marple 145 (46 overs: A. Edwards 44, M. Atherton 4-43);  

  Winnington Park 147-9 (49.5 overs: S. O’Neill 74no, D. Bertling 6-51).

MIDDLEWICH (won toss, 7 pts.) lost to GRAPPENHALL (25 pts.) by 70 runs.

 Grappenhall 234-6 dec. (50 overs: R. Green 102, W. Sharp 62, C. Park 41no, T. Gledhill 3-69);

 Middlewich 164 (49 overs: C. Park 3-14, S. Titchard 3-44).

MOBBERLEY (won toss, 20 pts.) beat BURNAGE (13 pts.) by 5 wickets.

 Burnage 246-7 dec. (50 overs: S. Abbas 85, M. Ul Haq 45, M. Kamran 44); 

 Mobberley 248-5 (49.3 overs: M. Lennon 67, A. Locke 47, N. Wood 30, S. Abbas 3-59).

SALE (won toss, 4 pts.) lost to IRBY (25 pts.) by 3 wickets.

 Sale 95 (43 overs: R. Hampton 31, D. Collyer 7-38, G. McCaffery 3-21);

  Irby 99-7 (40 overs: M. Newman sen. 32 no).

TATTENHALL (21 pts.) beat BREDBURY ST. MARK’s (won toss, 7 pts.) by 2 runs.

 Tattenhall 136-9 innings closed (55 overs: P. Kettle 26, D. Ahmed 21, G. Dixon 4-34, G. Martin 3-29); 

 Bredbury St. Mark’s 134 (44.1 overs: R. Keyworth 40, R. Mulvihill 5-52, D. Lewis 3-37).

PICK OF WEEK

 Batting – Richard Green (Grappenhall) 102 v Middlewich

 Bowling – David Collyer (Irby) 7-38 v Sale

 All-rounder – Sohail Abbas (Burnage) 85 and 3-59 v Mobberley
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TABLES AT WEEK 19: SATURDAY, AUGUST 23rd
ECB Premier League
P
W20
W25
D
C/A
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts.

t  ALDERLEY EDGE
19
4
8
2
2
2
28
11
355

BOWDON

19
6
5
2
4
2
30
12
319

NANTWICH

19
4
4
3
3
5
59
30
296

HYDE


19
7
1
3
2
6
59
33
277

OULTON PARK
19
4
3
6
3
3
55
24
267

CHESTER B. HALL
19
5
2
2
3
7
45
30
250

NESTON

19
4
1
6
2
6
73
46
250

WIDNES

19
3
1
5
4
6
60
45
228

TOFT


19
3
1
8
1
6
67
39
214

MACCLESFIELD
19
4
0
4
2
9
53
48
203

URMSTON

19
1
0
4
4
10
69
49
174

HEATON MERSEY
19
2
0
4
2
11
49
51
162

 t = Alderley Edge record includes 18 tie points in a level scores draw. 

First Division

DIDSBURY
 
19
6
3
8
1
1
60
37
315

OXTON

19
5
4
5
3
2
59
25
315

POYNTON

19
5
2
5
2
5
45
40
259

TIMPERLEY

19
4
4
2
3
6
30
21
256

UPTON


19
6
1
3
5
4
29
27
242

CHRISTLETON (5)
19
4
1
6
4
4
34
41
215

CHEADLE HULME
19
1
2
7
2
7
69
48
215

BRAMHALL

19
3
1
6
4
5
51
37
213

WARRINGTON (2)
19
2
2
6
4
5
54
30
212

BIRKENHEAD PARK
19
0
2
8
2
7
60
46
186

BOLLINGTON

19
3
1
4
2
9
39
36
182

CHEADLE

19
3
0
3
3
10
38
38
163

 Points deducted for slow over rates: Christleton 5; Warrington 2. 

Second Division

IRBY


19
7
5
2
2
3
38
14
335

GRAPPENHALL
19
6
3
4
4
2
48
22
301

TATTENHALL

19
6
3
7
1
2
45
35
296

MIDDLEWICH

19
4
3
7
1
4
59
39
274

t  MOBBERLEY
19
7
1
5
1
4
37
33
270

STOCKPORT GEO.
19
2
3
3
3
8
74
34
250

SALE


19
2
3
6
3
5
50
44
242

MARPLE

19
3
2
4
2
8
63
45
240

BURNAGE

19
3
0
4
4
8
86
39
221

HALE BARNS

19
3
1
5
3
7
53
38
207

BREDBURY ST. MK.
19
1
0
7
3
8
86
55
196

WINNINGTON PARK
19
1
1
6
0
11
73
56
186

 t = Mobberley record includes 18 tie points in a level scores draw. 
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FIXTURES & UMPIRES FOR SATURDAY, AUGUST 30

ECB Premier League (12.30 p.m.)

ALDERLEY EDGE v URMSTON

Hacking & Wellsteed

 

BOWDON v HEATON MERSEY

Abel & Roberts
 

HYDE v TOFT




Goron & Kirkbright

MACCLESFIELD v WIDNES  


A. Davies & Flanagan

NESTON v NANTWICH


Prescott & Sutton

OULTON PARK v CHESTER BO. HALL
Heylin & Murphy

First Division (1 p.m.)

BOLLINGTON v UPTON


Lowe & Scrimgeour

CHEADLE v TIMPERLEY


Hambleton & Hayes

CHRISTLETON v BIRKENHEAD PARK
B. Jones & Speakman

DIDSBURY v BRAMHALL


Cunningham & Smith

OXTON v CHEADLE HULME


Hanaby & Kinsey

POYNTON v WARRINGTON 


Goulding & T. Hill

Second Division  (1 p.m.)

BREDBURY ST. MK. v HALE BARNS  

Bogie tel. 01538 360629 & R. Davis
 

BURNAGE v TATTENHALL


Lofthouse & Ogden

GRAPPENHALL v SALE


Greensmith & Rothwell

IRBY v MOBBERLEY



Anderson tel. 0161 962 3292 & Lewis

MIDDLEWICH v MARPLE


Coakley & Talbot-Butler

STOCKPORT GEO. V WINNINGTON PK.
Shallcross & Silver

Toft lead Fair Play table

HOLDERS Toft top the Fair Play League drawn up by co-ordinator John Lofthouse based on umpires’ reports on clubs’ sportsmanship during the third quarter of the season. He comments:

 Toft are back in front of Hale Barns, while Christleton remain at the foot, through showing improved marks. The 2008 trend continues with 50 per cent of clubs showing three or better. With four matches remaining, there is still time for some of those below the three benchmark to climb higher

1. 
Toft





3.29

2.
Hale Barns




3.25

3.
Upton





3.20

4.
Winnington Park




3.17

5=-
Bowdon, Hyde, Irby, Neston


3.13

9.
Warrington




3.07

10= 
Macclesfield, Middlewich



3.06

12=
Cheadle, Cheadle Hulme, Chester Boughton Hall, 

               Sale, Stockport Georgians, Timperley, Widnes
3.00

19=
Grappenhall, Nantwich



2.94

21.
Bredbury 




2.95

22=
Alderley Edge, Heaton Mersey


2.88

24.
Burnage





2.86

25.
Tattenhall




2.82

26.
Oxton





2.80

27 =
Bramhall, Mobberley



2.71

29=
Oulton Park, Poynton



2.69

31=
Bollington, Didsbury



2.65

33.
Birkenhead Park




2.59

34.
Urmston





2.57

35.
Marple





2.56

36.
Christleton




2.38
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Over 50s reach semi-finals

CHESHIRE reached the semi-finals of the National 50 Plus County championship when they beat Leicestershire by a decisive 160 runs margin at Oulton Park on Wednesday, August 20th.

 Things looked bleak at 57-4, before a magnificent fifth wicket partnership between skipper Colin Norbury  (Heaton Mersey) with 122 and Crewe’s Bernie Bishop.74,  carried the total to 235-5 before late wickets led to a final tally of 257-9. 

 Leicestershire were pegged back by steady opening bowling from Andy McIlroy (ex-Oulton Park) 2-11 and Gwyn Williams (Toft) 2-17 and they were all out for 97 of which 30 were extras.   Andy Hayes (Bramhall) claimed 3-22 and Toft’s Brian Coutts 2-15.

 Cheshire now have a home tie against Oxfordshire or Wales to be played within the next two weeks. 

Birkenhead win Shield

IN the Cheshire Shield final at Marple on Sunday, Birkenhead Park won a disappointingly one0-sided game by 125 runs.

 Park totalled 206 after an opening stand worth 80 in nine overs Andy Gibson (56) and Tom Hunter (34). Marple were then all out for 81, their top scorer being Adam Newington with 18 as Chris Foran claimed 4-25.

 The umpires were Cheshire 4Cs competition chairman, Peter Davies, who was marking his completion of 40 years’ umpiring and Glyn Roberts. The trophy was presented by 4Cs chairman David Humpage to Park skipper Andy Gibson, who was also named Man of Match. A full scorecard is on page 11.

THE final of the Cheshire Cup is at Werneth Low on Sunday, August 31st between Hyde and Didsbury (1 p.m.). 

 Information about the Cheshire Cup & Shield is provided by competition organiser Ian Greensmith

Cheshire pipped by Berkshire

CHESHIRE failed to bowl out Cornwall in the second innings of their final Minor Counties Western Division match at Nantwich and were pipped by one point for the title by Berkshire, who beat Wiltshire by the narrow margin of four runs. Berkshire now host Lincolnshire in the play-off starting on Sunday, September 7th. 

 A fine innings of 107 by Nathan Dumelow helped Cheshire reach 365-8 in their first innings. Cornwall replied with 261 (Chris Finegan 5-62).  Cheshire were 36-5 in their second innings, but recovered to 229, Dumelow 81 and set 334 to win from 70 overs, Cornwall were 30-3 at lunch, but held out to close on 261-8, Finegan 5-83. Three Cheshire players handed their caps during the game were Ben Spendlove, Adam Syddall and Matt Dawson.  

FINAL TABLES

West Division                              P                       W                D/C            L               Pts 
 

Berkshire                                            6                           3                      2                  1                  90

CHESHIRE
6
2
4
0
89

Oxfordshire
6
2
4
0
76

Cornwall
6
2
2
2
75

Dorset
6
2
3
1
74

Shropshire
6
2
2
2
73

Wales
6
1
3
2
52

Devon
6
0
5
1
49

Herefordshire
6
1
2
3
43

Wiltshire
6
0
3
3
42

East Division  

Lincolnshire
6
3
3
0
101

Staffs.
6
3
2
1
92

Suffolk
6
2
3
1
87

Cambridgeshire
6
2
3
1
81

Bedfordshire
6
2
3
1
71

Northumberland
6
0
6
0
49

Cumberland
6
1
2
3
48

Buckinghamshire
6
1
2
3
48

Norfolk
6
0
4
2
44

Hertfordshire
6
0
5
1
32

Cheshire batting averages were topped by Matt Dawson with 237 runs at 79, while Ben Spendlove was the highest scorer with 628 runs at 62.80, followed by Nathan Dumelow 530 at 58.88.  Adam Syddall took most wickets with 23 at 23.13, while Dumelow claimed 21 at 31.95
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Key dates for women’s cricket

THE Bank Holiday week marked three of the biggest dates on the Cheshire women’s cricket Calendar.  On Sunday, August 24th, Cheshire’s premier League North club Tytherington played Ransom & Marles (Notts)  in a top of the table clash at Alderley Edge. On Bank Holiday Monday at Davenham the Lovelane ko final saw played holders Chester Boughton Hall Deemons beat Poynton Fire by 58 runs. . Scores: Chester 101-3 (Kauren Griffiths 20, Ali Cutler 20); Poynton 43-9 (Jenny Kitzinger 19, Lorna Thomsasd 2-2, Annette Axon 2-3). 

 On Sunday, August 31st, Chester bid to complete a treble if they win their Twenty20 Cup final against Hawarden at Warrington (3.30 p.m.) The main event will be preceded by the Plate final at noon between Appleton Tigers and Oakmere.

Death of Tattenhall stalwart

THE death has occurred of Ian (Jonah) Jones, one of the leading members at Tattenhall Cricket Club.  

 Former President Mike Reece writes: “It was a heart attack and I understand he actually died in the ambulance taking him to hospital.  Only Jonah could do that … having been an ambulance driver himself. Those who didn’t know him missed one of the cheeriest fellows you could ever meet. Jonah claimed he was the best wicket-keeper the club ever had.  Unfortunately, none of his matches was ever filmed to prove the point.”

 The funeral is on Wednesday, August 27th at Tattenhall Church at 2 p.m. and afterwards at The Flacca.  

WIDNES’ JACK WEBB (17) IS PLAYER OF MONTH

THE League Cricket Committee have named Widnes’ 17 year-old off-spinner Jack Webb as the July Player of the Month  for his outstanding contribution of 9-64 and 44 not out in a third XI victory against Winnington Park on July 27th.  Jack will receive a framed certificate and bottle of champagne from the sponsors.

FINES imposed on clubs for late umpires cards, late phoning, late sheets /cards and no scorers during the period July 19th – August 16th totalled 17.

ON the grounds of expense, travel and the inability to field fully representative teams, the League have are to pull out of the League Cricket Conference President’s Trophy next season after first entering the competition in their foundaton season  1975.   There are hopes of expanding the present Mullaney Trophy in which they currently play the Derbyshire & Cheshire League and Cheshire League.  

THE ECB have announced that Cockspur Rum are to sponsor a new ECB Premier League Twenty20 tournament in 2009, full details of which have yet to be announced.  Cockspur currently sponsor the National Club Championship, but it is uncertain whether they will continue doing so. Kibworth (Leicestershire) are to meet Malden Wanderers (Surrey championship) in this season’s Cockspur Cup final at Lord’s early in September. 

CHESHIRE Cricket Clubs committee are in need of a secretary following the resignation of Ian Leather.  Former secretary Bob Cunningham has been holding the reins but the 4xCs now seek to make a permanent appointment.  Anyone interested should contact chairman David Humpage.

FOLLOWING group victories over the Derbyshire & Cheshire League, Merseyside Competition and Southport & District, the League will take on Liverpool Competition in the final of the North-West Colts Trophy at Grappenhall on Sunday, September 7th (12.30 p.m.). The League hold the trophy having beaten the Liverpool Competition in the 2007 final at Warrington. 

SPONSORS for the League Twenty20 competitions are sought for 2009, when Finals Day is to be staged at Upton in August.  Surridge Sports backed the event in 2006-07 and Lovelane this season.  

ANY club with a defective Reader cricket ball should send it to Peter Bolger, 3. Millbrook Avenue, Denton, Manchester M34 2DU.  Peter is co-ordinating a group considering future ball supplies although it has now been agreed to remain with Reader’s in 2009. 
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CHESHIRE Under 19 completed their programme with a narrow three-run victory over a Notts Development XI at Notts Sports Club.  Cheshire scored 224-4 (Khalid Sawas 81, Rick Hough 41), then restricted Notts to 221-8 (James Hawley 3-42). 

CLUBS who have not yet returned their trophies should do so  – fully engraved to date – to League secretary Geoff Wellsteed without further delay. 

LEAGUE’s Presentation Dinner is at Mere Golf & Country Club on Friday, October 3rd when the main speaker will be legendary sporting impressionist Kevin Connelly.  The admission price stays at £28.

NANTWICH stage the annual representative match between the League Cricket Conference and Club Cricket Conference on Thursday, September 4th (11 a.m.), when it is expected that several County League players will be in the LCC team. One of the umpires is to be League secretary Geoff Wellsteed. 

WEEKLY League results can be found on ITV teletext pages 474-476 on Saturday evenings. Fixtures for the forthcoming Saturday are on page 473. 

BOLLINGTON staged a triangular Twenty20 tournament against Macclesfield and Poynton at the Recreation Ground on Bank Holiday Monday.   

DEMOLITION is well under way on Neston’s pavilion. It will continue most of the winter after which work on the club’s ambitious new structure is expected to be completed by March / April, 2009.    
All white shirts please, gents

THE League are to continue their strict adherance to all white shirts for championship matches in 2009.  One club’s application for a red slash from the shoulder to waist has been rejected,. Logos should be kept to a minimum size and no names or numbers will be permitted on the backs of shirts.   

BURNAGE’s ground has been visited by League chairman David Humpage and deputy John Bygate following recently complaints about its poor condition.  Burnage have been instructed to raise the standard of their ground without delay.

PART of the late John North’s £1,000 bequest to the League is to be spent on the purchase of a Young Player of the Year award to be named after their benefactor and presented annually, together with a smaller memento.  A match was due to take place on Tuesday, August 26th (6 p.m.) between Bramhall and  Moss Hey Casuals when John North’s ashes were to be scattered on the square.

SEMI-finals and final of the League John North Under 17s cup are provisionally to be played at Macclesfield on Sunday, September 7th.  Draw: Macclesfield v Grappenhall; Widnes (holders) v Oulton Park in the morning; final in the afternoon. 

THE annual Third XI end of season meeting is to be held at Grappenhall on Thursday, September 11th (8 p.m.). Clubs who have expressed an interest in joining in 2009 include Bramhall 4th, Poynton 4th, Christleton 3rd (returning), Sale 3rd, and Urmston 4th (Saturdays). Burton (Wirral) have also lodged an interest.

THREE suspensions imposed via the league disciplinary procedure during July and August were:  Jon Farrow (Neston) one match; Abid Ulzain (Mobberley) three matches; Jason Whittaker (Alderley Edge) one match.

 Disciplinary chairman  Ian Greensmith  told the Cricket committee he believes some umpires are not reporting incidents which should be brought to the attention of the disciplinary committee.

DEVON, who failed to win a match in the championship this season, beat Berkshire in the final of the Minor Counties Cup by 40 runs at Lord’s on August 6th.  Scores: Devon 290-4; Berkshire 250. 
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OVER 40s’ MEETING ON SEPTEMBER 9th
THE annual special meeting of Over 40s club representatives is to be held at Grappenhall  on Tuesday, September 9th (8 p.m.).

 All existing, or interested new clubs are invited to attend to have their say on the past season and the format for 2009. They will also be invited to express  ideas on the expenditure of the money the late  John North left to the League with a request that part of it be spent on Over 40s cricket.

Irby win first Play-off final

IRBY beat hosts Upton in the first Over 40s Play-off final on Bank Holiday Monday.

 In the semi-finals. Irby beat Poynton Legends by seven wickets, while Upton eliminated Urmston by six wickets.  Scores:

 Poynton 87; Irby 88-3 (D. Newman 30).

 Urmston 115-7 (S. Cartwright 35, J. Marshall 33, G. Dixon 4-18); Upton 116-4 (C. Camden 31, P. Davies 28). 

  There was an unfortunate incident in the second semi-final when Upton bowler Gary Dixon collided heavily with teammate Brian Shenton going for a high catch.  Brian came off the worst, suffering what was later diagnosed in Arrowe Park hospital as a fractured cheekbone.  To his great credit Brian clung on to the catch for 10 minutes  while he lay unconscious.

 In the final, Irby beat Upton by seven wickets.  Scores: Upton 63 (A. Hughes 20, B. Murphy 3-13, M. Pulford 3-10, 62 year-old Alan Hitchmough 2-3 plus three steepling catches); Irby 64-3 (M. Newman 26).

 The trophy was presented to Irby captain Andy Hurworth by League president Harry Sharrock.

 o Urmston chairman Rob Arnold has since e-mailed the Upton club to congratulate them on their organisation, which he considered first-class. 

Cheshire Shield final scoreboard

BIRKENHEAD PARK



MARPLE

T. Hunter

run out


34
M. Barber
c Gibson b Ainsworth     0

A. Gibson
C. Thomas b J. Cash
56
M. Barrow
c Steel b Foran
        5

M. Barnes
lbw J. Cash

1
J. Crisall

lbw Foran                        1

I. Cooper

lbw J. Cash

2
G. Cash

lbw Shaw
                      13

S. Potter

run out


43
W. Sugden
lbw Foran                       0

C. Foran

c J. Cash b Barrow

2
A. Newington
b Foran                         18

J. Crofton
c Barber b Lee

25
J. Cash

c Gibson b Potter           7

T. Steel

b Thomas


1
S. Lee

b Potter                         12

M. Hall

c & b Newington

6
S. Bajic

c Crofton b Potter
        1

C. Ainsworth
c Bajic b Lee

10
M. Thomas
not out

      10

M. Shaw

not out


7
P. Withers
lbw Ainsworth                1


Extras




18
Extras



      13

Total (all out, 45 overs)


206
Total (all out, 29.2 overs)                           81

 Marple bowling:




Birkenhead bowling:

Newington 5-1-32-1;  Lee 4-0-27-2; J. Cash

Ainsworth 6.2-1-15-2;  Foran 9-3-25-4;

9-3-28-3;  Bajic 9-0-34-0;  Barrow 9-0-38-1;

Shaw 5-0-16-1;  Hunter 5-1-22-0;

Thomas 9-0-38-1.




Potter 4-0-2-3; 

Birkenhead Park won by 125 runs.

Macclesfield win 2nd XI Cup

MACCLESFIELD beat holders Widnes by two wickets in a well-contested AE Taylor Insurances 2nd XI Cup final at Victoria Road on Sunday, August 25th.   It was their third success, following successes in 1979 and 1994.

 Widnes scored 178 (Tim Wearden 58, Phil Catterall 52, Andrew Littler 4-20) and Macclesfield replied with 182-8 with one over to spare, a key innings of 60 coming from Peter Baron, who was named Man of the Match.  For Widnes Jamal Cagani took four wickets

  League Assistant Secretary Tony Morris thanked the host club and umpires Dave Sutton and Chris Smith, before presenting the trophy to Macclesfield captain Steve Whittingham. 
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League collect two trophies

BEATING the Cheshire Cricket League by 34 runs at Bramhall on Bank Holiday Monday, the League’s First & Second Division XI not only retained the Chesters Challenge Trophy, but also picked up the Mullaney Triangular Trophy for the first time, having already beaten the Derbyshire & Cheshire League at New Mills three weeks earlier. 

 The game was dominated by two fine innings, Christleton’s Rick Moore contributing 92 to the league’s 192-9 after being put in a damp wicket.  Next highest scorer was Charlie Reid (Timperley) with 21. Barrow’s Trinidad and West Indies Under 19 international batsman Marlon Barclay later looked like winning the match for the visitors before being tied down by the spin trio of Rick Clarke (Poynton), Ryan Edwards and Charlie Reid (both Timperley) who shared five of the six wickets to fall.  When Barclay was out for a stylish 87 the league wrapped up a keenly-fought victory as the Cheshire Cricket League closed on 158-6.  

 League Competition Secretary Mike Talbot-Butler presented a new league tie to Bramhall’s Richard Cragg for his virtually single-handed efforts on the field and in the tea-room.  He also thanked umpires Pat Hutchinson and Terry Hill, then handed both trophies to County League skipper Ryan Edwards.

 A full scorecard will appear in next week’s Newsletter. 

August 16th postscript

THINGS they don’t tell us on the telephone…. in the Premiership match between Urmston and Heaton Mersey at Moorside road, top-scorer for ‘Mersey was number nine batsman Danny Cranmer, with 77.  He came to the wicket at 106-7 and was last out at 205, his side going on to win by 13 runs.  This result was telephoned late.

 Umpires Assessments co-ordinator Ken Spilsbury reports the non arrival of three cards from games on August 16th : Neston, Warrington, Widnes.   Ken asks captains who prefer to text their reports to put their marks for control of the game first and for adjudication second. 

and finally, some gentle thoughts for to-day

AGING: you eventually reach a point when you stop lying about your age and start bragging about it.

THE older you get, the tougher it is to lose weight. because by then your body and your fat have become really good friends

THE easiest way to find something lost around the house is to buy a replacement.

HE who hesitates is probably right.

DID you ever notice: the Roman numerals for forty (40) are XL?

IF you can smile when things go wrong, you have someone in mind to blame.

THE sole purpose of a child’s middle name is so he can tell when he’s in trouble.

FIRST you forget names, then you forget faces … then you forget to pull up your zipper.

WHEN you are dissatisfied and would like to go back to your youth … think of Algebra.

Clubs are respectfully requested to display this Newsletter on their noticeboards.

Mike.t-b@virgin.net:August 26 / 08

