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Clash of Big Two 

could resolve title

NEXT Saturday’s clash of leading clubs Alderley Edge and Bowdon in the penultimate week of the season could decide the destination of the ECB Premiership title. Both won on Saturday, leaving Alderley ahead by 36 points – and needing 15 more - with two games to play.  

 Alderley Edge enjoyed a comfortable six wickets home win against Urmston, whom they bowled out for 181 after recovering from 76-6, Mike Ness 45 not out, Sohail Rauf 3-45 and Jason Whittaker 3-56.  A rapid opening stand worth 9 between Mark Currie, who hit 88 off 70 balls and Alan Day, 59 off 48, helped their side to a maximum 25 points haul.  Currie now needs 107 to become the first league batsman to reach 1,000 runs. 

 Bowdon made harder work of a South Downs road win against bottom club Heaton Mersey, winning by two wickets after their visitors had posted 145, of which Aussie Brenton McDonald contributed an unbeaten 90 and Adam Syddall claimed 3-44.

 A crucial innings of 72 not out by Lancashire’s Gareth Cross saw Bowdon home at 149-8, June Player of the Month McDonald completing another fine individual performance with a 4-61 return

 The relegation situation is not yet resolved with Urmston and Heaton Mersey favourites, but Macclesfield not yet out of the wood.  They managed only seven points from a four wickets home defeat by Widnes, giving their penultimate fixture at Heaton Mersey next Saturday extra significance. Macclesfield were bowled out for 129, Alex Bell 35, Dan Pascoe 3-27 and Widnes won at 130-6, Tony Hurdley 34, Nathan Allen 4-24.

Chester hat-trick against Oulton Park

 Chester Boughton Hall made it a hat-trick of victories against Oulton Park, completing a league double at Little Budworth to add to their Twenty20 quarter-final success. With Daron Cruikshank hitting 88, Ollie Law 54 and Steve Ogilby 50, Chester used up all 60 overs to amass 289-7. Oulton had a go, but fell well short at 168, Jonny Kettle top-scoring with 65 and Ben Spendlove 47. Alex Kegg’s 3-53 took him past 50 wickets for the season, following McDonald (‘Mersey) and Whittaker (Alderley Edge), both now on 55. 

 Nantwich can look forward to finishing third despite coming off worst from a drawn game at Neston, where the Parkside men posted 207-7, Andy Roberts 61.  The Dabbers replied with 189-8, Ollie Sadler 64, Chris Finegan returning a handsome 6-45.

 Hyde came a cropper at home to Toft, losing by 128 runs, their heaviest defeat for several years.  With Andy Bones scoring 89 and teenager Ed Stubbs 66, Toft ran up a massive 293-7 at Werneth Low, Hyde falling well short at 165, M. Morris 65, Josh Bean 5-75, Kai Koch 4-51.
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Oxton promoted, but Didsbury must wait

DIDSBURY and Oxton will finish in the top two places in Division One after respective 25 points victories over Bramhall and Cheadle Hulme, but while Oxton are assured of promotion, Didsbury must wait to see if they are accorded Clubmark accreditation after an assessment expected later this week. 

 Didsbury scraped through by two runs after a nerve-tingling finish to their home game against Bramhall.  Didsbury opened up with a 141 partnership between Marcus Fisher (90) and Paul Brierley (79) normally a lower order batsman, going on to declare at 227-6 after 45 overs, Simon Wilkinson 4-59.  With fine knocks of 73 from Matt Dawson and 64 not out from Andy Hall, Bramhall got to 225 with three balls of the last over remaining when their last wicket fell. Paul Sperring  took 3-64. 

 Oxton’s home win against Cheadle Hulme was more straightforward, being achieved by five wickets after the Grove Park batsmen had collapsed to 120 all out, Tod McDonald 56 not out.  Andy Birley and Tom Pierson both took 3-26, while 50-plus Mike Fell had the remarkable analysis of 10 overs, seven maidens four runs two wickets.  Graham Cashin, 37 retired hurt and Anthony Birley, 35 then saw Oxton home, despite Ewan McCray’s battling 4-47.

 Third-placed Poynton picked up 25 points from a 113 runs home win against Warrington, but cannot match the top two, although they will no doubt be keen to win their final game – at Oxton.  Poynton declared on 193-5, Damien Stringer 62, then routed Warrington for 80, Jamie Maltman 3-18.

 Nearer the foot of the table, Cheadle earned themselves a lifeline with an impressive 77 runs home win against Timperley which takes them off bottom spot on bonus batting points.  They scored 212-7 (D. Brown 75 not out, Greg Dixon 66, Mark Maddocks 4-64) then bowled Timperley out for 136, Chris Reid 60, R. Malook 4-30.  Cheadle’s injured Australian all-rounder Dan Schuppan has returned home. 

 Bollington’s rally – their last defeat was on June 14th – came to an end when they lost at home to Upton by 23 runs.  Upton struggled to 120-9 off 55 overs, Ross Dixon 38 not out, Mo Ali a magnificent 7-33 . Bolly then lost their first four batsmen for ducks and were actually 37-9 before the last pair added 60 runs to close on 97, teenager Matthew Wood scoring 37, while Ian Linwood  took 5-19 and Gary Dixon 5-36.

 Birkenhead Park remain involved in the relegation issue after taking only seven points from a draw at Christleton, who batted well to post 204-6, Iroshan de Silva 68, Rick Moore 66.  Park got to 140-7, Jim Crofton 35.   Park host Bollington, then go to Cheadle, in their last two games.

Irby need one point to go up

IRBY need only one point to ensure promotion from Division Two after beating Mobberley by two wickets to record their 13th win.  Mobberley scored 212-9, Younis Khan 53, Dave Collyer 4-76 and Irby got home at 213-8 after being 60-6, Aussie Nathan Woods contributing a magnificent 140 and Graham Shillinglaw 51 not out. 

 Grappenhall virtually clinched runners-up spot with a fine run chase at home to Sale where Richard Green cracked an unbeaten 149, the new Cheshire police recruit’s second successive century.  Sale posted a daunting 240-6, Ian Dickson 68, John Taylor 62, but Grappers passed this total with 11 balls remaining to pocket 25 vital points.

 At the foot of the table, Bred bury St. Mark’s moved out of the bottom two places when recording only their third victory in two seasons against Hale Barns in a crucial match at Pennine Road.  Bredbury declared on 161-8, Dave Saddington 5-41, then bowled ‘Barns out for 111, Graham Barlow 4-43.

 Meanwhile, Winnington Park collected only two points from a six wickets defeat at Stockport Georgians and are now 30 points adrift of safety, although they host Bredbury next Saturday and will not have given up hope.  Georgians replied with 87-4 (Adam Gaskarth 48 not out) after dismissing Park for 84 in 23.4 overs,  John Leggatt destroying them with 6-21.

 Burnage did themselves a power of good and also virtually ended Tattenhall’s hopes of promotion with a 53 runs win at Mauldeth Road.  Burnage scored 220-9, A. Bhatti 85, Robin Mulvihill a mammoth 6-121 stint,  to which Tatters replied with 167, Damien Lewis 78, Sohail Baig 5-33.

 Middlewich bowled well to beat Marple by 15 runs at Haddonfield after posting a modest 159-9 to which James Cornford contributed 70 following a two weeks spell in bed after a business trip to India.  Marple were bowled out for 144, the promising 15 year-old  Joe Cash top-scoring with 38, while ex-Winnington Park spinner Vishnu Bhardwa took 6-66 and Phil Parry 4-21.  
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This is how the scores came in …

ECB PREMIER LEAGUE

ALDERLEY EDGE (25 pts.) beat URMSTON (won toss, 10 pts.) by 6 wickets.

 Urmston 181 (52 overs: M. Ness 45no, G. Saunders 41, S. Rauf 3-45, J. Whittaker 3-56); 

 Alderley Edge 185-4 (29 overs: M. Currie 88, A. Day 59).

BOWDON (25 pts.) beat HEATON MERSEY (toss, 8 pts.) by 2 wickets.

 Heaton Mersey 145 (50 overs: B. McDonald 90no, A. Syddall 3-44); 

 Bowdon 149-8 (49 overs: G. Cross 72no, B. McDonald 4-61).

HYDE (won toss, 7 pts.) lost to TOFT (25 pts.) by 128 runs

 Toft 293-7 dec. (55 overs: A. Bones 89, E. Stubbs 66, N. Muirhead 44, D. Woods 3-67);

  Hyde 165 (40 overs: M. Morris 65, J. Farmer 41, J. Bean 5-75, K. Koch 4-51).

MACCLESFIELD (7 pts.) lost to WIDNES (toss, 20 pts.) by 4 wickets.

 Macclesfield 129 (50 overs: A. Bell 35, D. Pascoe 3-27); 

 Widnes 130-6 (51 overs: A. Hurdley 34, N. Allen 4-24).

NESTON (toss, 12 pts.) drew with NANTWICH (9 pts.)

 Neston 207-7 dec. (55 overs: A. Roberts 61, J. Escott 49, J. Warrington 3-41, N. Davies 3-67)

 Nantwich 189-8 (55 overs: O. Sadler 64, C. Hampshire 46, C. Finegan 6-45).

OULTON PARK (7 pts.) lost to CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL (toss, 25 pts.) by 121 runs.

 Chester 259-7 innings closed (60 overs: D. Cruikshank 88, O. Law 55, S. Ogilby 50); 

 Oulton Park 168 (48 overs: J. Kettle 65, B. Spendlove 47, J. Williams 3-19, A. Kegg 3-53.)

 .   

FIRST DIVISION

BOLLINGTON (won toss, 5 pts.) lost to UPTON (20 pts.) by 23 runs.

 Upton 121-9 innings closed (55 overs: R. Dixon 38no, M. Ali 7-33); 

 Bollington 97 (40 overs: M. Wood 37, I. Linwood 5-19, G. Dixon 5-36).

CHEADLE (24 pts.) beat TIMPERLEY (toss, 6 pts.) by 77 runs.

 Cheadle 212-7 dec. (49 overs: D. Brown 75no, G. Dixon 66, M. Maddocks 4-64); 

 Timperley 135 (53 overs: C. Reid 60, R. Malook 4-30, D. Dooler 3-26, C. Hyde 3-27).

CHRISTLETON (toss, 14 pts.) drew with BIRKENHEAD PARK (7 pts.)

 Christleton 204-6 dec. (50 overs: I. de Silva 68, R. Moore 66, S. Khan 4-74); 

 Birkenhead Park 140-7 (50 overs: J. Crofton 35, P. Allen 3-36).

DIDSBURY (25 pts.) beat BRAMHALL (toss, 8 pts.) by 2 runs.

 Didsbury 227-6 dec. (45 overs): M. Fisher 90, P. Brierley 79, S. Wilkinson 4-59); 

 Bramhall 225 (54.3 overs: M. Dawson 73, A. Hall 64no, N. Cantello 37, P. Sperring 3-64).  

 Didsbury provisionally promoted. 

OXTON (25 pts.) beat CHEADLE HULME (toss, 7 pts.) by 5 wickets.

 Cheadle Hulme 120 (45 overs: T. McDonald 56no, Andy Birley 3-26, T. Pierson 3-26); 

 Oxton 121-5 (40 overs: G. Cashin 37, Anthony Birley 35, E. McCray 4-47). 

  Oxton promoted. 

POYNTON (toss, 25 pts.) beat WARRINGTON (3 pts.) by 113 runs.

 Poynton 193-5 dec. (46 overs: D. Stringer 62, B. Kingham 42, D. Thompson 35no); 

 Warrington 80 (41 overs: J. Maltman 3-18).
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SECOND DIVISION

BREDBURY ST. MARK’s (22 pts.) beat HALE BARNS (won toss, 5 pts.)  by 50 runs.

 Bredbury 161-8 dec. (50 overs: D. Carr 43, C. Wood 34, P. Wood 30, D. Saddington 5-41); 

 Hale Barns 111 (36 overs: C. Connolly 45no, G. Barlow 4-33).

BURNAGE (25 pts.) beat TATTENHALL (toss, 9 pts.) by 53 runs.

 Burnage 220-9 dec. (50 overs: A. Bhatti 85, R. Baig 31, R. Mulvihill 6-121); 

 Tattenhall 167 (40 overs: D. Lewis 78, R. Mulvihill 34, S. Baig 5-32, S. Mahmood 4-70).

GRAPPENHALL (25 pts.) beat SALE (toss, 11 pts.) by 5 wickets.

 Sale 240-6 dec. (52 overs: I. Dickson 68, J. Taylor 67, R. Hampton 40, C. Park 3-84); 

 Grappenhall 241-5 (44 overs: R. Green 149no, S. Titchard 39).

IRBY (toss, 20 pts.) beat MOBBERLEY (14 pts.) by 2 wickets.

 Mobberley 212-9 dec. (50 overs: Y. Khan 53, J. Thompson 51, D. Collyer 4-76);

  Irby 213-8 (47 overs: N. Woods 140, G. Shillinglaw 51no, Y. Khan 3-51).

MIDDLEWICH (toss, 22 pts.) beat MARPLE (8 pts.) by 124 runs.

 Middlewich 159-9 dec. (50 overs: J. Cornford 70, A. Greasley 4-43); 

 Marple 144 (44 overs: J. Cash 38, V. Bhardwa 6-66, P. Parry 4-21).

STOCKPORT GEORGIANS (toss, 20 pts.) beat WINNINGTON PARK (2 pts.) by 6 wickets.

 Winnington Park 84 (24 overs: M. Atherton 22, J. Leggatt 6-21, I. Hussain 3-51); 

 Stockport Georgians 87-4 (22 overs: A. Gaskarth 48no).

PICK OF WEEK

Premier League 

 Batting – o Brenton McDonald (Heaton Mersey) 90 not out v Bowdon 

 Bowling –Chris Finegan (Neston) 6-45 v Nantwich

 All-rounder – o Brenton McDonald (Heaton Mersey) 90no and 4-61 v Bowdon

First Division 

 Batting – Marcus Fisher (Didsbury) 90 v Bramhall

 Bowling – Mo Ali (Bollington) 7-33 v Upton

 All-rounder – o Iroshan de Silva (Christleton) 68 and 2-23

Second Division

 Batting – Richard Green (Grappenhall) 149 no v Sale

 Bowling – John Leggatt (Stockport Georgians) 6-21 v Winnington Park

 All-rounder – Younis Khan (Mobberley) 53 and 3-51 v Irby

Brooklands clinch Meller Braggins title

BROOKLANDS collected sufficient draw points against Ashley on Saturday to ensure the Meller Braggins First Division title and a rapid return to the League after an absence of two seasons.   Brooklands are unbeaten in 20 games and have an unassailable 397 points. 

 Oakmere defeated Congleton in a crucial match between the clubs placed second and third and with 329 points to their rivals’ 302 could go on to clinch the second promotion spot when they visit Mere on Saturday.  Oakmere have never before been members of the County League.

 In Division Two, Barrow have taken over at the top from Northwich (354  - 352), but both are likely to be promoted.    

 In the League’s two Twenty20 finals at Chester County Officers on Sunday, Brooklands surprisingly lost the 1st XI trophy to Weaverham by eight wickets in a rain-reduced game after their 2nd XI had earlier beaten Barnton by the same margin. 

 Thanks to MBCCL treasurer (and County League umpire) Stuart Anderson for above information. 
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TABLES AT WEEK 20: SATURDAY, AUGUST 30
ECB Premier League
P
W20
W25
D
C/A
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts.

t  ALDERLEY EDGE
20
4
9
2
2
2
28
11
380

BOWDON

20
6
6
2
4
2
30
12
344

NANTWICH

20
4
4
4
3
5
62
34
305

HYDE


20
7
1
3
2
7
62
37
284

CHESTER B. HALL
20
6
2
2
3
7
50
30
275

OULTON PARK
20
4
3
6
3
4
58
28
274

NESTON

20
4
1
7
2
6
79
50
262

WIDNES

20
4
1
5
4
6
60
45
248

TOFT


20
4
1
8
1
6
72
39
239

MACCLESFIELD
20
4
0
4
2
10
57
51
210

URMSTON

20
1
0
4
4
11
77
51
184

HEATON MERSEY
20
2
0
4
2
12
53
55
170

 t = Alderley Edge record includes 18 tie points in level scores draw. 

First Division

DIDSBURY
 
20
6
4
8
1
1
60
37
340

OXTON

20
5
5
5
3
2
59
25
340

POYNTON

20
6
2
5
2
5
50
40
284

UPTON


20
7
1
3
5
4
29
27
262

TIMPERLEY

20
4
4
2
3
7
32
25
262

CHRISTLETON (5)
20
4
1
7
4
4
42
45
229

CHEADLE HULME
20
1
2
7
2
8
73
51
222

BRAMHALL

20
3
1
6
4
6
56
40
221

WARRINGTON (2)
20
2
2
6
4
6
54
33
215

BIRKENHEAD PARK
20
0
2
10
1
7
64
52
193

CHEADLE

20
4
0
3
3
10
42
38
187

BOLLINGTON

20
3
1
4
2
10
39
41
187

  Points deducted for slow over rates: Christleton 5;  Warrington 2. 

Second Division

IRBY


20
8
5
2
2
3
38
14
355

GRAPPENHALL
20
6
4
4
4
2
48
22
326

TATTENHALL

20
6
3
7
1
3
49
40
305

MIDDLEWICH

20
5
3
7
1
4
61
39
296

t  MOBBERLEY
20
7
1
5
1
5
47
37
284

STOCKPORT GEO.
20
3
3
3
3
8
74
34
270

SALE


20
2
3
6
3
6
58
47
253

MARPLE

20
3
2
4
2
9
66
50
248

BURNAGE

20
4
0
4
4
8
91
39
246

BREDBURY ST. MK.
20
2
0
7
3
8
88
55
218

HALE BARNS

20
3
1
5
3
8
54
42
212

WINNINGTON PARK
20
1
1
6
0
12
73
58
188

 t = Mobberley record includes 18 tie points in level scores draw. 
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FIXTURES & UMPIRES FOR

 SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 6

 (note earlier starting times)

ECB Premier League (12 noon)

ALDERLEY EDGE v BOWDON

A. Davies & Lofthouse
CHESTER BO. HALL v NESTON

Abel & Greensmith



HEATON MERSEY v MACCLESFIELD
Flanagan & Silver
NANTWICH v HYDE



Anderson tel. 0161 962 3292 & Cunningham
TOFT v URMSTON



R. Davis & T. Hill

WIDNES v OULTON PARK


Smith & Wilgose

First Division (12.30 p.m.)

BIRKENHEAD PARK v BOLLINGTON
Hacking & Wellsteed

BRAMHALL v POYNTON


Coakley & Hayes

CHEADLE HULME v CHRISTLETON
Bogie tel. 01538 360 629 & Hibbert

TIMPERLEY v DIDSBURY


S. Davies & Murphy

UPTON v CHEADLE



Kirkbright & Rothwell

WARRINGTON v OXTON


B. Jones & Williams

Second Division  (12.30 p.m.)

HALE BARNS v BURNAGE


Hunter & Prescott
MARPLE v STOCKPORT GEORGIANS.
Bradshaw & Wilson

MOBBERLEY v GRAPPENHALL

Goulding & Talbot-Butler

SALE v MIDDLEWICH


Ramage tel. 07818 252 828 & Scrimgeour

TATTENHALL v IRBY


Roberts & Speakman

WINNINGTON PK. v BREDBURY ST. MK.
Kinsey & Sutton

  O New panel member Ian Bogie is to appear on BBC television’s Mastermind  programme during September.  Ian, who lives near Congleton and works at Astra Zeneca at Macclesfield, has chosen the career of Ian Botham as his specialist subject. 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 7

North-West Colts Trophy final (at Grappenhall, 12.30 p.m.)

CHESHIRE COUNTY LEAGUE v 

LIVERPOOL COMPETITION

(Ken Rothwell & AN Other)

John North Under 17s Cup play-offs (at Macclesfield, 11 a.m.)

SEMI-FINALS: 

 Grappenhall v Macclesfield (umpires A. Davies & Smith); 

 Oulton Park v Widnes, holders (T. Hill & Speakman). 

FINAL; winners meet in afternoon (umpires chosen from the above). 
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Conferences clash at Nantwich

THE League Cricket Conference team to meet the Club Cricket Conference in an annual representative match at Nantwich on Thursday, September 4th contains six players from the Cheshire County League.  The line-up is:

 Darren Long (North Staffs. & Cheshire League) captain; Danny Leech, Sohail Rauf, Adam Syddall, James Duffy, Danny Berry, Ashwin Punja (Cheshire County League), James Cole wicket-keeper (Liverpool Competition; Steve Dearden, Philip Hayes (both Lancashire County League); Oliver Saffell (Derbyshire Premier League).

 The match is of 50 overs each innings and starts at 11 a.m. 

Over 50’s semi is at Toft

CHESHIRE are to meet Oxfordshire at Toft on Wednesday, September 3rd in the semi-final of the National 50 Plus county championship (1 p.m.).

 Oxfordshire beat Wales at Penarth to qualify for this crack at Colin Norbury’s team who will fancy their chances after the resounding victory over Leicestershire in the quarter-finals.  In the other semj- final, Lancashire play Somerset, who knocked out Yorkshire.

 Cheshire team: Colin Norbury captain, Rob Ashley wicket-keeper, Bernie Bishop, Garry Cash, Brian Coutts, Andy Hayes, Alan Hitchmough, Andy McIlroy, Phil Thomas, Gwyn Williams, Phil Thomas, Steve Yates.  12th man: Peter Pearce.  Umpire: John Lofthouse. Scorer: Pat Sutton.

 The final is on the Nursery ground at Lord’s on Sunday, September 28th. 

Cheshire Cup final postponed
THE final of the Cheshire Cup at Werneth Low on Sunday, August 31st between Hyde and Didsbury was postponed due to rain.  It is being re-staged at Hyde on Sunday, September 7th starting at the earlier time of 12.30 p.m. The umpires will again be Rick Davis and Sandy Scrimgeour. 

Brooklands recommend web system

JEFF MARLAND, chairman of Brooklands, who have made their way back into the County League in 2009 in such style, writes to Newsletter to recommend a web-based selection system created by one of his members, Dan Quirk which simplifies weekly availability and selection. The system is for members to advise their availability and for the club to inform them for which team they have been chosen. 

   “It has worked well for us and I can recommend it.  If I can understand it, then anyone can!”, says Jeff. 

 Dan offers it free of charge to any club.  He invites them to take a look and see what they think.  It can be found on the website entitled  http//www.clubhouseapp.com. 

Young NZ player seeks UK post

NOW teaching at Christchurch in New Zealand, former Oxton and Cheshire all-rounder Neil Cross writes to Newsletter to recommend a highly-promising young cricketer who would like to play in the County League in 2009.

 Says Neil: “He is a left-arm spinner and batsman who also fields well and plays for the same club as myself.  He is a member of the Canterbury Academy and has the qualities to become a first-class cricketer within a few years. He would just need some work and help with accommodation”. 

 If any club is interested, they should contact Neil Cross, Head of Faculty, Physical Health and Education, St. Bede’s College, Christchurch, New Zealand.  E-mail: ncross@stbedes.school.nz  

ANOTHER New Zealand ex-pat Eddie Gilhooley writes from Down Under to advise that his new coaching season starts soon and to wish all his old friends well. 
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IN BRIEF……..

THE ECB have announced that Cockspur Rum are to sponsor a new ECB Premier League Twenty20 tournament in 2009, full details yet to be announced.  Cockspur currently sponsor the National Club Championship, but it is uncertain whether they will continue doing so.  Kibworth (Leicestershire) are to meet Malden Wanderers (Surrey Championship) in this season’s Cockspur Cup final at Lord’s early in September. 

CHESHIRE Cricket Clubs committee are in need of a secretary following the resignation of Ian Leather.  Former secretary Bob Cunningham has been holding the reins but the 4xCs now seek to make a permanent appointment.  Anyone interested should contact chairman David Humpage.

SPONSORS for the League Twenty20 competitions are sought for 2009, when Finals Day will be staged at Upton.  Surridge Sports backed the event in 2006-07 and Lovelane this season.  

ANY club with a defective Reader cricket ball should send it to Peter Bolger, 3. Millbrook Avenue, Denton, Manchester M34 2DU.  Peter is co-ordinating a group considering future ball supplies although it has been agreed to remain with Reader’s in 2009. 

 CLUBS who have not yet returned their trophies should do so  – fully engraved to date – to League secretary Geoff Wellsteed without further delay. 

Dinner date reminder

THE League Presentation Dinner is at Mere Golf & Country Club on Friday, October 3rd when the main speaker is legendary sporting impressionist Kevin Connelly.  Admission price stays at £28.

WEEKLY League results can be found on ITV teletext pages 474-476 on Saturday evenings. Fixtures for the forthcoming Saturday are on page 473. 

THE League are to continue their strict adherance to all-white shirts for championship matches in 2009.  One club’s application for a red slash from the shoulder to waist has been rejected. Logos should be kept to a minimum size and no names or numbers should be displayed on the backs of shirts.   

PART of the late John North’s £1,000 bequest to the League is to be spent on the purchase of a Young Player of the Year award to be named after their benefactor and presented annually, together with a memento.  A match took place on Tuesday, August 26th between Bramhall and  Moss Hey Casuals when John North’s ashes were to be scattered on the Bramhall square by family members. 

DEVON, who failed to win a match in the championship this season, beat Berkshire in the final of the Minor Counties Cup by 40 runs at Lord’s on August 6th.  Scores: Devon 290-4; Berkshire 250. 

CHAIRMAN Brian Edge kindly sent Newsletter a copy of Newton le Willows’ excellent 150th Anniversary brochure which he edited.  No such information was received from Didsbury following their 150th Cricket Week celebrations. 

A REMINDER that any player who had not previously appeared in his club’s 1st and 2nd XI cricket this season by August 16th needs to apply for sanction from the appropriate section secretary. 

  Two authorisations approved  are for Jeremy Casey (Winnington Park) and Mark Beckley (Cheadle Hulme) to play in the last three games. Both are long-serving members who have appeared in no other cricket in 2008

CHESTER Boughton Hall Deemons beat Hawarden Park by seven wickets in the Cheshire Women’s Cricket Association Twenty20 Cup final at Warrington on Sunday to complete a notable league and cup treble (writes Martin Saxon). . The Plate final saw Appleton Tigers win their first women’s cricket award, beating Oakmere by six runs. 
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Special meetings for Over 40s and Thirds XIs 
THE annual special meeting of Over 40 club representatives is to be held at Grappenhall on Tuesday, September 9th (8 p.m.).

 All existing, or interested new clubs are invited to attend to have their say on the past season and the format for 2009. They will also be invited to express ideas on the expenditure of the money the late  John North left to the League with a request that part be spent on Over 40s cricket.

THE special meeting of Third XI club representatives is at Grappenhall two days later on Thursday, September 11th (8 p.m.).

 Clubs who have already expressed an interesting in joining in 2009 are Bramhall 4th, Poynton 4th, Christleton 3rd , Sale 3rd, Urmston 4th (Sundays), plus outside clubs Burton and Prestbury.  Further expressions of interest should be sent to league secretary Geoff Wellsteed or stated on the night. 

Cheshire Shield final scoreboard

BIRKENHEAD PARK



MARPLE

T. Hunter

run out


34
M. Barber
c Gibson b Ainsworth     0

A. Gibson
C. Thomas b J. Cash
56
M. Barrow
c Steel b Foran
        5

M. Barnes
lbw J. Cash

1
J. Crisall

lbw Foran                        1

I. Cooper

lbw J. Cash

2
G. Cash

lbw Shaw
                      13

S. Potter

run out


43
W. Sugden
lbw Foran                       0

C. Foran

c J. Cash b Barrow

2
A. Newington
b Foran                         18

J. Crofton
c Barber b Lee

25
J. Cash

c Gibson b Potter           7

T. Steel

b Thomas


1
S. Lee

b Potter                         12

M. Hall

c & b Newington

6
S. Bajic

c Crofton b Potter
        1

C. Ainsworth
c Bajic b Lee

10
M. Thomas
not out

      10

M. Shaw

not out


7
P. Withers
lbw Ainsworth                1


Extras




18
Extras



      13

Total (all out, 45 overs)


206
Total (all out, 29.2 overs)                           81

 Marple bowling:




Birkenhead bowling:

Newington 5-1-32-1;  Lee 4-0-27-2; J. Cash

Ainsworth 6.2-1-15-2;  Foran 9-3-25-4;

9-3-28-3;  Bajic 9-0-34-0;  Barrow 9-0-38-1;

Shaw 5-0-16-1;  Hunter 5-1-22-0;

Thomas 9-0-38-1.




Potter 4-0-2-3; 

At Marple on Sunday, August 24th.  Birkenhead Park won by 125 runs. MofM: Andy Gibson. 

League win two trophies

BEATING the Cheshire Cricket League by 34 runs at Bramhall on Bank Holiday Monday, the League’s First & Second Division XI not only retained the Chesters Challenge Trophy, but also picked up the Mullaney Triangular Trophy for the first time, having already beaten the Derbyshire & Cheshire League at New Mills three weeks earlier. 

Bramhall scorecard

COUNTY LEAGUE

CHESHIRE LEAGUE

D. Halkon
c East b Hemmings
   13
M. East c Reid b Barnes

18

D. Ahmed
lbw Jackson
     5
M. Bartley st Parkinson b Reid
87

R. Moore
c Sullivan b Hemmings      92
I. Eaton st Parkinson b Clark
7

R. Edwards
b Bartley
   20
D. Ashley c Kirby b Reid

5

C. Kirby
lbw Ashley
   20
M. Greaves run out

15

C. Reid
b Ollier          
   21
J. Sullivan b Edwards

5

L. Parkinson 
not out
     7
K. Rickett not out

9

I. Barnes
c & b Ollier
     0
C. Hemmings not out

1

R. Clark
c East b Hemmings
     2
Extras

11

P. Allen
st Rickett b Ollier                 3
Total (for 6 wickets, 45 overs)
158
C. Stenhouse
not out
     4
Did not bat: J. Suckley, D. Jackson, J. Ollier.

Extras

     5
   
    
   

Total (for 9 wickets, 45 overs)
  192


 Cheshire League bowling: Jackson 9-1-40-1;  Hemmings 9-2-33-3;  Suckley 2-0-17-0;  Ollier 7-0-45-3;  Bartley 9-0-31-1; Ashley 9-0-24-1. 

County League bowling: Stenhouse 5-1-25-0;  Allen 4-0-23-0;  Moore 9-1-18-0;  Barnes 5-2-14-1;  Reid 9-0-20-1; Clark 9-1-21-1;  Edwards 4-1-19-1.   

 Umpires: T. Hill and P. Hutchinson.
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NW Colts Trophy final at Grappenhall

THE League are to meet the Liverpool Competition in the final of the North-West Colts Trophy at Grappenhall on Sunday, September 7th (12.30 p.m.). The team has not yet been named. . 

John North Under 17s Trophy finals

THE John North Under 17 Trophy semi-finals and final are all to be played at Macclesfield on Sunday, September 7th .

 Starting at 11 a.m. Macclesfield will play Grappenhall, followed by Oulton Park v holders Widnes.  The final will be played in the afternoon.

JUNIOR COMPETITION WINNERS

Under 9s: many unreported result sheets, so no final table available.

Under 11s Cup:  Alderley Edge beat Prestbury in the final at Stockport. 

Under 13s.  Championship: Bramhall; runners-up: Hyde. Shield: Toft, joint runners-up: Neston & Congleton. Plate: Macclesfield; runners-up: Stretton.  Medal: Poynton A; runners-up: Northwich. Cup: Mobberley; runners-up: Appleton.

Under 15s. Championship:  Congleton; runners-up: Cheadle.  Shield: Brooklands; runners-up: Chester BH; Plate: Neston; runners-up: Bunbury; Medal: Upton; runners-up: Bowdon. Cup: Bollington; runners-up: Rylands.

August 23rd postscript

OULTON Park wicket-keeper David Eckersley claimed five victims (2c 3st) in his side’s Premier League win at Nantwich.  A few individual stats to August 23rd:  Jack Smith (Neston) 850 runs; Mark Currie (Alderley Edge) 805; Danny Leech (Oulton Park) 757; Jonny Kettle (Oulton Park) 651; James Duffy (Hyde) 649.  Jason Whittaker (Alderley Edge) 52 wickets; Brenton McDonald (Heaton Mersey) 51; Alex Kegg (CBH) 48. …Overdue is the Hyde v Heaton Mersey premiership result sheet from August 2nd.

 The Birkenhead Park v Oxton Division One result was a draw and not abandoned, the 12 overs lost being during the game.  The points allocation of 14-7 in Oxton’s favour stands.  This result was telephoned too late for inclusion in the tv teletext results service….Missing result sheet: Didsbury v Cheadle. 

 One club in Division Two were denied a substitute when a player badly damaged  his hand.  The relevant part of Law 2.2 states: “The opposing captain shall have no right of objection to any player acting as a substitute on the field, nor where a substitute may field”.

 Missing umpires assessment cards have not yet been reported by co-ordinator Ken Spilsbury: 

And finally ……….

 THIS could well be in the TB household

 A housework-challenged husband unexpectedly decides to wash his well-worn T-shirt.   

 Seconds after he steps into the laundry-room he shouts to his wife: “What setting do I use?”

 “It depends, she replies “What does it say on the shirt?”

 He yells back: “England Tour Down Under 1994-5”

 And they say blondes are dumb.

Clubs are respectfully requested to display

this Newsletter on their noticeboards.

Mike.t-b@virgin.net:September 1 / 08

