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The Great Escape …

Cheadle version

CHEADLE completed a remarkable escape from the First Division drop while Birkenhead Park suffered their second relegation in three years when a six hit off the penultimate delivery of the season at Kingsway consigned the Wirral men to the Second Division Two in 2009.

 After Park had been dismissed for 111, Ian Platt 22, Dave Dooler 3-18, Cheadle were poised to win at 111-7, Rana Malook 37, at the start of the last over bowled by spinner Shahzad Khan. His first two balls were dots, then he took two wickets, but the fifth was slammed over the boundary rope by number 11 batsman Brad Kinsey earning Cheadle a one wicket win and the 25 points they desperately needed for safety after footing the table most of the season. Park collected only five points and finish bottom of Division One by 12 points.

 Said Cheadle skipper Simon Hall afterwards: “I’ve been with the club 15 years, but this was the tensest match I’ve ever played in.  I went to hide in the Kingsway school field during that last over!” 

 Going down with Birkenhead are Bollington, who were involved in another remarkable game at the Recreation Ground. Bolly declared on 155-9, Mo Ali 45, Tod McDonald 6-74, then bowled Cheadle Hulme out for the season’s lowest league tally of 29, Mo Ali 5-2, Aldo Palazzo 3-3, but the 23 points they collected was not enough to save them. 

 Bollington lost their first nine games, but then improved to such an extent that they won four drew four and lost only one completed match after June 14th. 

Title – and promotion – for Didsbury

At the top of the First Division, Didsbury banked 25 points from a 131 runs home win over Upton, who were routed for 56 by Stuart Stoneman 5-20 and Peter Manser 3-25. Didsbury had batted well to post 187-6, Paul Brearley 53. Didsbury wind up as champions by five clear points and were able to mark their victory in style having been accorded Clubmark by the Lancashire Cricket Board earlier in the week. 

 Worthy runners-up and also promoted to the Premiership, Oxton dismissed Poynton for 67, skipper Andy Birley taking 7-8 and Chris Stenhouse 3-47 after winning a useful toss and inserting their visitors to Townfield Lane.  Oxton coasted home at 73-1, Simon Stokes 43 not out.

 Christleton finished on a winning note in mid-table against Warrington at Little Heath.  The fading Walton Lea men mustered only 147, Mal Agar 38, leg-spiner Guy Newell a splendid 6-36. After tea,, 43 from the consistent Rick Moore and Iroshan de Silva’s 37, saw them to a comfortable seven wickets win.

 Still badly waterlogged after weeks of rain, the Timperley ground was declared unfit and their final match at home to Bramhall was cancelled.  This was the sixth blank for Andy Hall’s side who also had to contend with wet weather back in April. 

September 13 / 14 Newsletter ………..2

IRBY CLINCH DIVISION TWO

IRBY climaxed a successful 60th anniversary season when they clinched the Second Division title with an eight wickets home win against Hale Barns. They replied with 166-2, Dave Thomas 81 not out, to their visitors’165, off-spinner Dave Collyer topping 50 wickets with a 6-38 return. 

  Lancashire coach Steve Titchard’s Grappenhall are promoted alongside Irby, their season closing with a five wickets home win against Tattenhall, whom they dismissed for 138, Titchard 3-5.  Richard Green, who has made an impact  return to the team in recent weeks, top-scored with 56.

 Middlewich pip Tattenhall for third place following their four wickets home win against Mobberley who declared on 160-9, Nathan Wood 40, Tom Gledhill 4-57.  Middlewich ‘s response was headed by David Bates, 62, who has topped 600 runs for the season.

 Sale had the better of a drawn game against Marple at Dane road after posting 191-9, opener Danny Halkon carrying his bat for a superb 117 off 158 balls, the nest highest scorer being Jean-Pierre Lee with 21, while Dean Bertling took 3-51.  Marple came up with 140-8, James Crisall 34.

 Bredbury St. Mark’s home match against Stockport Georgians was called off due to waterlogging, the seven points accrued carrying Bredbury clear of relegationt and consigning Hale Barns to the drop before the start of their match at Irby.  .

 ‘Barns thus return to the Meller Braggins Cheshire League in 2009 after a two year sojourn in company with Winnington Park, who went out on a damp note when their visit to Burnage was also called off early in the day.  The Burnage ground had been so wet all week that there was little opportunity for the groundsman to get to work.

  o League chairman David Humpage was a busy man on Saturday maintaining a tradition started by his late predecessor Douglas Bourne.  After doing his premiership duty at Alderley Edge, David travelled to the Wirral to hand Irby the Division Two trophy they had clinched by tea-time. He then weighed up the situation at Oxton and Didsbury and motored back to south Manchester to hand the Division One silverware to skipper Paul Sperring at the end of Didsbury’s clinching defeat of Upton.  

Promotion for Brooklands and Oakmere

REPLACING Winnington and Hale Barns in 2009 will be Brooklands and Oakmere, who take the two top spots in the First Division of the Meller Braggins Cheshire League.

 Founder members in 1975, Brooklands return in triumph after a three year absence, ending an unbeaten league season with their 15th win in 19 completed games at Davenham.  Oakmere beat Ashley by eight wickets at Overdale Lane and wind up second, four points ahead of third-placed Congleton, who won at Malpas.

 Oakmere’s ground, which has never staged County League cricket, meets all standards. 

‘MERSEY SHOCK FOR CHAMPIONS

UP in the Premier League champions Alderley Edge turned in a lack lustre display to lose by 22 runs to relegated wooden spoonists Heaton Mersey.

 Mark Currie top-scored with 24 in Alderley’s modest 125 and winds up as the league’s top batsman with 917 runs at 53.94. Bowling unchanged Danny Cranmer took 4-56 and Brenton McDonald 4-65.  The Aussie has ended with  the remarkable all-round figures of 741 runs and 64 wickets. Mersey had earlier posted 147, Dave Fitzsimmons 54, Matt Norbury, with ex-Lancashire leg-spinner Simon Marshall capturing 6-22, his best figures of the season. 

 Bowdon finish second 20 points behind after a 118 runs home win against Toft, when their star turn was Lancashire all-rounder Gareth Cross with 55 and 4-21.

 Nantwich are third despite losing by five wickets at Urmston who posted their second win of the season by five wickets at home to Nantwich. The Grindley brothers were their stars, Ian taking 4-49 in the Dabbers’ 172-8, before Craig hit an unbeaten 89, Jamie Warrington 4-53.

  Hyde wind up fourth after a one wicket win against Chester Boughton Hall .  Hyde replied with 179-9, James Duffy 65, Darren Cruikshank 4-33, after bowling Chester out for 177, Cruikshank 55, Danny Woods 5-23.

 Neston won their final game by a convincing six wickets margin against Widnes at Parkgate, after restricting their visitors to 163-8, Tony Hurdley 45, Andy Clarke 3-18, Chris Finegan 3-45. Stan Clifford’s side responded with 164-4, Lee Dixon blazing an unbeaten 85. 

 Retiring champions Oulton Park wound up the season with no silverware and a modest fifth placing after a high-scoring draw with Macclesfield at Little Budworth.  Cheshire stars Ben Spendlove, 80 and Nathan Dumelow, 68 helped Oulton to post a massive 286-5, Ian Tait 4-72.  To which Macc replied with 208-6, their former Ramsbottom batsman Alex Bell hitting an unbeaten 102.
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Saturday’s final scorelines ……

ECB PREMIER DIVISION

ALDERLEY EDGE  (won toss, 7 pts.) lost to HEATON MERSEY (20 pts.) by 22 runs.

 Heaton Mersey 147 (41 overs: D. Fitzsimmons 54, M. Norbury 44, S. Marshall 6-22, A. Wildig 3-30); Alderley Edge 125 (32 overs: M. Currie 24, S. Elliott 24, D. Cranmer 4-56, B. McDonald 4-65).

BOWDON (toss, 23 pts.) beat TOFT (4 pts.) by 118 runs.

 Bowdon 187-8 dec. (43 overs: D. Ball 66, G. Cross 55, N. Muirhead 4-45, J. Bean 3-89); 

 Toft 69 (35 overs: R. Edwards 4-14, G. Cross 4-21).

HYDE (25 pts.) beat CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL (toss, 13 pts.) by 1 wicket.

 Chester Boughton Hall 177 (39 overs: D. Cruikshank 55, S. Ogilby 45, D. Woods 5-23); 

 Hyde 179-9 (45 overs: J. Duffy 65, D. Berry 35, D. Cruikshank 4-33, A. Kegg 3-44).

NESTON (25 pts.) beat WIDNES (toss, 8 pts.) by 6 wickets.

 Widnes 163-8 dec. (55 overs: A. Hurdley 45, I. Spencer 35, J. McCoy 30, A. Clarke 3-18, C. Finegan 3-45); Neston 164-4 (40 overs: L. Dixon 85no).

OULTON PARK (15 pts.) drew with MACCLESFIELD (toss, 10 pts.)

 Oulton Park 286-5 dec. (55 overs: B. Spendlove 80, N. Dumelow 68, D. Leech 39, J. Guest 32, I Tait 4-72); 

 Macclesfield 208-6 (55 overs: A. Bell 102no, N. Allen 42).

URMSTON (25 pts.) beat NANTWICH (toss, 7 pts.) by 5 wickets.

 Nantwich 172-8dec. (55 overs: R. Cook-Sievewright 36, R. Howell 32, I. Grindley 4-49, A. Punja 3-51); 

 Urmston 174-5 (47 overs: C. Grindley 89no, C. Watson 38,  J. Warrington 4-53).

DIVISION 1

BOLLINGTON (23 pts.) beat CHEADLE HULME (toss, 5 pts.) by 126 runs.

 Bollington 155-9 dec. (40 overs: M. Ali 45, M. Knight 30, T. McDonald 6-74, E. McCray 3-73); Cheadle Hulme 29 (26 overs: M. Ali 5-2, A. Palazzo 3-3).

CHEADLE (25 pts.) beat BIRKENHEAD PARK (toss, 5 pts.) by 1 wicket

 Birkenhead Park 111 (54 overs: I. Platt 22, D. Dooler 3-18, C. Hyde 3-32, C. Brady 3-33); 

 Cheadle 117-9 (45.5 overs: R. Malook 37, C. Brady 27). 

CHRISTLETON (toss, 20 pts.) beat WARRINGTON (6 pts.) by 7 wickets.

 Warrington 147 (47 overs: M. Agar 38, G. Newell 6-36, I. de Silva 3-43); 

 Christleton 148-3 (31 overs: R. Moore 43, I. de Silva 37, N. O’Connell 36.)

DIDSBURY (toss, 25 pts.) beat UPTON (3 pts.) by 131 runs.

 Didsbury 187-6 dec. (42 overs: P. Brierley 53, D. Morgan 32); 

 Upton 56 (46 overs: S. Stoneman 5-20, P. Manser 3-28).

OXTON (toss, 20 pts.) beat POYNTON (1 pt.) by 9 wickets.

 Poynton 67 (Andy Birley 7-8, C. Stenhouse 3-47); 

 Oxton 73-1 (S. Stokes 43no).

 TIMPERLEY v BRAMHALL. Cancelled due to waterlogged ground: 7 pts. each.
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DIVISION 2

BREDBURY ST. MARK’s v STOCKPORT GEORGIANS.  Cancelled due to waterlogged ground: 7 pts. each.

BURNAGE v WINNINGTON PARK. Cancelled due to waterlogged ground: 7 pts. each. 

GRAPPENHALL (25 pts.) beat TATTENHALL (toss, 7 pts.) by 5 wickets.

 Tattenhall 136 (S. Titchard 3-5, I. Barnes 3-20, S. Baxter 3-24); 

 Grappenhall 140-5 (R. Green 56, I. Barnes 32, R. Mulvihill 4-46).

IRBY (25 pts.) beat HALE BARNS (toss, 9 pts.) by 8 wickets.

 Hale Barns 165 (47 overs: D. Collyer 6-38); 

 Irby 166-2 (D. Thomas 81no, P. Rennie 53no).

MIDDLEWICH (toss, 20 pts.) beat MOBBERLEY (7 pts.) by 4 wickets.

 Mobberley 160-9 dec. (50 overs: N. Wood 40, T. Gledhill 4-57);

 Middlewich 161-6 (43 overs: D. Bates 62, C. Broomhead 30, C. Greenfield 30no).

SALE (toss, 14 pts.) drew with MARPLE (9 pts.)

 Sale 191-9 dec. (50 overs: D. Halkon 117no, D. Bertling 3-51); 

 Marple 140-8 (50 overs: J. Crisall 34, M. Halkon 3-38, J. Taylor 3-39)

PICK OF WEEK

ECB Premiership 

 Batting – Alex Bell (Macclesfield) 102no v Oulton Park

 Bowling – cSimon Marshall (Alderley Edge) 6-22 v Heaton Mersey

 All-rounder – cGareth Cross (Bowdon) 55 and 4-24 v Toft

First Division

 Batting – Paul Brearley (Didsbury) 53 v Upton

 Bowling – Andy Birley (Oxton) 7-8 v Poynton

 All-rounder – Mo Ali (Bollington) 45 and 5-2.

Second Division

 Batting – Danny Halkon (Sale) 117no v Malpas

 Bowling – Dave Collyer (Irby) 6-38 v Hale Barns

 All-rounder – Ian Barnes (Grappenhall) 32 and 3-20 v Tattenhall
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FINAL TABLES: SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 13th
ECB Premier League
P
W20
W25
D
C/A
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts.

1. ALDERLEY EDGE t
22
4
9
2
3
3
30
16
394

2. BOWDON

22
7
6
2
5
2
33
12
374

3. NANTWICH

22
4
4
4
4
6
66
37
319

4. HYDE

22
7
2
3
3
7
62
37
316

5. OULTON PARK
22
4
3
7
4
4
68
31
296

6. CHESTER B. HALL 
22
6
2
2
4
8
58
35
295

7. NESTON

22
4
2
7
3
6
79
50
294

8. WIDNES

22
4
1
5
5
7
66
47
263

9. TOFT

22
4
1
8
2
7
72
43
250

10. MACCLESFIELD
22
5
0
5
2
10
63
54
241

11. URMSTON

22
1
1
4
5
11
77
51
216

12. HEATON MERSEY
22
3
0
4
2
13
53
60
195

  t = Alderley Edge record includes 18 tie points in level scores draw. 

Alderley Edge are champions. Urmston and Heaton Mersey are relegated to Division 1. 

First Division

1. DIDSBURY
 
22
8
3
8
2
1
70
37
372

2. OXTON

22
6
5
5
4
2
59
25
367

3. POYNTON

22
6
2
5
3
6
51
41
293

4. TIMPERLEY

22
4
4
2
5
7
32
25
276

5. UPTON

22
7
1
3
6
5
29
30
272

6. CHRISTLETON (5)
22
5
1
7
5
4
42
45
256

7. BRAMHALL

22
3
1
6
6
6
56
40
235

8. CHEADLE HULME
22
1
2
7
3
9
73
56
234

9. WARRINGTON (2)
22
2
2
6
5
7
58
35
228

10. CHEADLE

22
4
1
3
4
10
42
38
219

11. BOLLINGTON
22
4
1
4
3
10
42
41
217

12. BIRKENHEAD PK.
22
0
2
10
2
8
64
57
205

  Christleton 5 points; Warrington 2 points deducted for slow over rates. 

 Champions Didsbury and runners-up Oxton are promoted to ECB Premier League. Birkenhead and Bollington are relegated to Division 2. 

Second Division

1. IRBY


22
8
6
2
3
3
38
14
387

2. GRAPPENHALL
22
6
5
5
4
2
56
24
363

3. MIDDLEWICH
22
6
3
7
2
4
61
39
323

4. TATTENHALL
22
6
3
7
2
4
53
43
319

5. MOBBERLEY t
22
7
1
5
2
6
51
40
298

6. STOCKPORT GEO.
22
3
3
3
5
8
74
34
284

7. SALE

22
2
3
7
4
6
66
51
274

8. MARPLE

22
3
2
5
3
9
68
55
264

9. BURNAGE

22
4
0
4
6
8
91
39
260

10. BREDBURY ST. M.
22
3
0
7
4
8
88
55
245

11. HALE BARNS
22
3
1
5
4
9
62
43
228

12. WINNINGTON PK.
22
1
1
6
1
13
73
60
197

  t = Mobberley record includes 18 tie points in level scores draw. 

 Irby and Grappenhall are promoted to Division 1. Winnington Park and Hale Barns are relegated to Meller Braggins Cheshire League. Brooklands and Oakmere are promoted from Meller Braggins Cheshire League. 
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2008 SEASON UPS & DOWNS

ECB Premier League: 

  Champions: Alderley Edge; runners-up: Bowdon.

  Relegated to Division l: Urmston and Heaton Mersey.

First Division: 

 Champions and promoted: Didsbury; runners-up and promoted: Oxton.

 Relegated to Division 2: Bollington and Birkenhead Park

Second Division:

 Champions and promoted: Irby. runners-up and promoted: Grappenhall.

 Relegated to Meller Braggins Cheshire League: Winnington Park and Hale Barns.
Meller Braggins Cheshire Cricket League:

 Champions and promoted: Brooklands; runners-up and promoted: Oakmere. 

Fred Graham Twenty20 Trophy

 Winners: Alderley Edge; finalists: Bowdon.

Twenty20 Plate:

 Winners: Macclesfield; finalists: Oxton

Aggregate Trophy

 Winners: Alderley Edge or Didsbury. 

2nd XI Cup:

 Winners: Macclesfield; finalists Widnes.

3rd XI Cup

 Winners: Neston; finalists Heaton Mersey. 

 Mullaney Triangular Trophy 

  Winners: Cheshire County League

Chesters Challenge Trophy:

 Winners: Cheshire County League

North-West Colts Trophy

 Winners: Cheshire County League TBC

 Cheshire Cup:

 Winners:  Hyde; finalists Didsbury. 

Cheshire Shield

 Winners: Birkenhead Park; Finalists: Marple.
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North-West Colts Trophy triumph

A STRONG County League team captained by Neston’s David Hurst beat the Liverpool Competition for the second successive season on Sunday to win the North-West Colts Trophy by a 71 runs margin at Upton.  It was the league’s fourth success in the last years.

 With fine innings by Andy Murphy (Neston), 65 not out and Louis Bentley (Oulton Park), 53 leading the way, the League totalled an impressive 238-5 in a reduced 40 overs innings.

 Liverpool recovered from 35-4 to reach 167 all out, England Under 15s wicket-keeper  John Davies (Leigh) scoring 64.  Andy Clarke (Neston), who went on to win the Man of the Match award, took 4-28 to add to his 24 useful runs and a good catch. 

 The trophy and individual awards were presented by NWCT chairman Mike Talbot-Butler, who thanked Upton for their hard work on the ground which had rendered it fit for play, singling out Gary Dixon, whom he also praised for his team management skills. 

Scorecard

CCL

LIVERPOOL COMP.

L. Bentley   c Boardman b Davis  
53
J. Taylor b Clarke

       0

M. Barnes     lbw Davis                                  14       H. Summersfield b Clarke

7

D. Halkon      c Taylor b Morrissey                  9       C. Woods   c Murphy b Shaw             1

D. Hurst        c Boardman b Horsfield
    28       J. Boardman b Shaw

         12

A. Murphy    not out                                        65      J. Davies b Dixon                               64

A. Clarke      c Taylor b Higginson                 24       M. Gaskell c Clarke b Law                39

C. Williamson  not out                                    24       L. Bolton c Marsland b Hurst              1

Extras                                                              19       R. Davis c Marsland b Hurst              16

Total (for 5 wkts, 40 overs)                        238       W. Higginson not out                          10

 Did not bat: A. Shaw, R. Dixon, O. Law,                 L. Horsfield b Clarke                           4 

C. Marsland.  
       
                J. Morrissey c Shaw b Clarke              2



                Extras                                  
          12



               Total (all out in 34.5 overs)           167

Liverpool bowling:  Higginson 8-1-30-1; Boardman 8-0-46-0; Davis 6-0-46-0; Morrissey 5-0-45-1; Horsfield 45-0-29-1; Taylor 8-0-31-0; Bolton 1-0-21-0

 County League bowling: Clarke 5.5-0-28-4; Shaw 7-1-27-2; Dixon 8-0-26-1; Williamson 2-0-16-0; Hurst 8-0-45-2; Law 4-0-22-1.

 Umpires: A. Bristow and K. Rothwell.
     

Fifties lose in semi-final

CHESHIRE lost to Oxfordshire by 12 runs on  Sunday in the re-arranged semi-final of the National 50 Plus county championship played at Chester Boughton Hall.

 Oxfordshire totalled a useful 210-7 in their 45 overs, top-scorer being Ian Caunce with 48 before being brilliantly  caught by Glyn Williams. Bernie Bishop took 3-28 and Andy Hayes 1-23.

 Cheshire openers Phil Thomas (56) and Steve Yates (49) put on 95, but after Alan Hitchmough was out for 28 at 141-2 in 31 overs, the next seven wickets fell for 28 runs.  Glyn Williams hit out lustily to score 28, but the innings closed at 199 to end a magnificent effort by Paul Freedman’s gallant vets.

Death of Terry Caro

FOUNDER treasurer of the League from 1975-85 and a stalwart member of the Bramhall club, Terry Everard Caro has died after a long illness. 

 He was the husband of Robyn, father of Sue, Phillipa, Adam and Nick, had three grandchildren and a brother, Andy.  Terry was also well-known in rugby union circles, both at Davenport and for his refereeing prowess. 

 His funeral is to take place in the Rowan Chapel at Stockport Crematorium on Thursday, September 18th at 1 p.m.

IN BRIEF …

WESTERN Division champions by one point from Cheshire, Berkshire won the Minor Counties championship play-off at Newbury on Sunday – Wednesday, September 7-10, beating Eastern winners Lincolnshire by eight wickets. Scores: Berkshire 358-6 dec. and 60-2; Lincs 105 and (following on) 311.
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COCKSPUR Rum are to sponsor a new ECB Premier League Twenty20 tournament in 2009.  Cockspur currently sponsor the National Club Championship, which is to be discontinued.  Kibworth (Leicestershire) were due to meet Malden Wanderers (Surrey Championship) in the Cockspur Cup final at Lord’s. 

CHESHIRE Cricket Clubs committee are looking for a secretary following the resignation of Ian Leather.  Ex-secretary Bob Cunningham has been holding the reins, but the 4xCs now seek a permanent appointment.  Anyone interested should contact chairman David Humpage.

SPONSORS for the League Twenty20 competitions are sought for 2009, when Finals Day will be staged at Upton in August.  Lovelane backed the event this season.  

ANY club with a defective Reader cricket ball should send it to Peter Bolger, 3. Millbrook Avenue, Denton, Manchester M34 2DU.  Peter is co-ordinating a group considering future ball supplies although it has been agreed to remain with Reader’s in 2009. 

OVERSEAS cricketers in 2009 will be able to enter the UK by means of a new  Home Office  Sports Visa for amateur sportsmen.  The visas will be available in the players’  home countries from British Embassies or High Commissions. 
 CLUBS who have not yet returned their trophies should do so  – fully engraved to date – to League secretary Geoff Wellsteed without further delay. 

THE League Presentation Dinner is at Mere Golf & Country Club on Friday, October 3rd when the main speaker is legendary sporting impressionist Kevin Connelly.  Cheshire county club cricket chairman David Bailey will speak on behalf of the League. The admission price stays at £28.

ALL 36 clubs have had 2008 Players’ Player of the Year forms despatched by e-mail.  If any have not arrived, please contact MTB soonest.  First in are Alderley Edge, Hyde, Grappenhall, Hale Barns, Heaton Mersey and Upton..   Keep them coming, please 

RICK DAVIS has quit as Umpires Appointments secretary, principally due to due to pressure of work.

AVERAGES are due immediately, please …..Usual qualifications.

A WEEK OF SPECIAL MEETINGS

Over 40s vote for unchanged format

OVER 40s clubs voted against any changes at their Special meeting at Grappenhall on Wednesday, September 9th.

 After isolated voices in favour of more regionalisation; three separate divisions without promotion/ relegation; extending the season and the carving up of the Western division, it was agreed by a vote of 11 to six to continue the 2008 divisional format

 This means that the West Division will continue with the following 10 clubs playing 14 games: Upton (2008 champions), Irby, Tattenhall Wreckers, Grappenhall, Chester Boughton Hall, Nantwich Cavaliers, Davenham, Christleton, Warrington, Barnton.

 East Division One will comprise eight teams each playing 14 games: Poynton Legends (2008 champions); Urmston, Marple, Toft, Bowdon, Mobberley and the two promoted teams Cheadle Hulme (Division Two champions) and Macclesfield 

  For East Division Two, Bollington were admitted to replace Bramhall, who have resigned. The division will continue to operate with nine teams playing an uneven 12 or 13 fixtures with the table again devised by percentages.  It will comprise relegated duo Timperley and Alderley Edge Wizards, plus Romiley, Cheadle, Bowdon Vale, Sale, Bredbury Saints, Brooklands and newcomers Bollington.

 Fixture secretary Sandy Scrimgeour has already produced the 2009 fixtures and these will be available to clubs on e-mail shortly. 

 Reps. considered that the first play-offs at Upton on Bank Holiday Monday – won by Irby - 

had been successful and voted  for its continuation. The 2009 event will again between the top two in the West and East Divisions and will be played on Bank Holiday Monday, August 31st.  Chester Boughton Hall have offered their ground, but other clubs with two pitches are also invited to do so.
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More clubs will be invited to enter in 2010 to help create even-numbered divisions. 

  No decision was reached about the utilisation of £500 which Over 40s founder John North bequeathed to the league specifically for Vets cricket.  Clubs are invited to submit suggestions to the Cricket Committee, who will make the decision.

  There were no changes to regulations, but clubs are advised that they can play games on Sundays by mutual agreement; fixtures may continue to be re-arranged within 14 days by mutual agreement and it was ruled that white clothing, rather than colours, should be used on all matches. 

 The 2009 season will open on Wednesday, May 6th and end on Wednesday, August 5th. 

 Eighteen clubs present were: Barnton, Bollington, Bowdon, Bowdon Vale, Brooklands, Cheadle, Cheadle Hulme, Christleton, Chester Boughton Hall, Davenham, Grappenhall, Macclesfield, Marple, Timperley, Toft, Upton, Urmston, Warrington.

 Nine absentees:  Alderley Edge, Bredbury, Irby, Mobberley, Nantwich, Poynton, Romiley, Sale, Tattenhall.  

More teams in 3rd XI cricket

THERE will be more teams in both Saturday and Sunday sections of Third XI cricket in 2009. This was confirmed at a well-attended Special meeting of Third XI representatives at Grappenhall on Thursday, September 11th.

SATURDAYS.  Results Secretary Brian Boys reported that Urmston had won Division One, with Oxton topping Division Two.  Four games had been forfeited in Division Two, while several teams had fielded nine or 10 players.  The quality of result sheets remained poor, but there had been no disciplinary problems.  Clubs voted to continue with 100 overs in Division 1 and 90 in Division 2.

 Admission was granted to Urmston 4th and Marple/Mellor 4th who will play on the ground of Derbyshire & Cheshire League club Mellor.  Both will operate in Division Two which will comprise 10 clubs.  Division One will be increased from 10 to 12 clubs with no clubs relegated and Oxton and Irby 3rd promoted.   In 2009, Division One clubs will play 22 fixtures with home and away games against each other.  Division Two will also have 22 fixtures, playing some opponents more than twice.

SUNDAYS.  Christleton 3rd wished to rejoin after resigning mid-way through the season, but no decision was made at which level.  Also incoming are Bramhall 4th, Poynton 4th, Sale 4th, while Burton (Wirral) were considered suitable to admission.  Also interested in joining were Heaton Mersey 4th, Elworth 4th and non-members Prestbury.   All potential new teams were asked to confirm with Fixture secretary Sandy Scrimgeour by the date of the Presentation Dinner.

  First and Second Division Results secretary Ian Sharrock said that with Christleton resigning in mid-season, only bottom term Stockport would be relegated from Division One.  

 The composition of all remaining divisions to be left until October when the numbers are known.  It is possible the Fourth Division will be split into East and West sections to cut travel 

 There had been nine games forfeited, many result sheets had been poorly completed and administration was generally poor. 

 Divisions Three and Four secretary Peter Lawson said many team captains had changed and his e-mail list was out of date.

THIRD XI CUP

 Jack Gardner Trophy organiser Brian Boys said the mini group system had not worked because of rain and several groups had been resolved on a toss of the coin.  There was room for change.

 Clubs discussed the possibility of making the Gardner Trophy a Twenty20 competition played either on Sundays or in midweek. Mr. Boys did not favour mid-week because of clashes with other club activities.  

 Chairman David Humpage said he would await a proposal for change to the competition which could be discussed at the November management meeting.

  After being told  that behaviour had been satisfactory in 2008, the chairman urged clubs not to allow boys as young as 11 to umpire games.  He also warned that under 11s were not permitted to play in senior cricket and under 13s only after the club’s Club Welfare officer and a senior coach had given  permission.  

 The chairman urged clubs not to call off games prematurely in the event of bad weather and to 

make every effort to play,.

 Clubs not represented and liable for fines: Bredbury, Cheadle, Hyde, Oulton Park, Tattenhall, Widnes, Alsager, New Brighton, Northwich, Stretton and Woodford. 
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Women’s cricket finale

(from Martin Saxon)

CHESHIRE’s Tytherington Club clinched the ECB Women’s Premier League North championship for the first time when their final game at City of Leeds was cancelled due to rain.  With five wins in 12 games, they finished unbeaten, five points ahead of runners-up Ransom & Marles. They faced a national play-off against Premier League South winners Brighton & Hove at Wellbeck Colliery, Mansfield on Sunday,. September 14th.  The team will become known as Warrington in 2009 when they move permanently to Walton Lea. 

 The Cheshire Women’s First Division title was won by Chester Boughton Hall with 166 points, 51 ahead of runners-up Poynton.  Appleton are relegated.  Hawarden Park won Division Two and are promoted. 

 The Women’s League annual dinner is at The Tytherington club, Macclesfield on Friday, September 19th, tickets at £25 and £20. The awards will be presented by former England star Laura Newton.

 A meeting of the League committee is to be held at Appleton on Tuesday, October 14th, when potential new applicants will be considered. 

Aggregate table

1st XI  and 2nd XI points including games on Saturday, September 6th 

Posn.

Club & 2007 placing

1st XIs

2nd XIs

Total

1.

ALDERLEY EDGE (17)

387

338

725

2.

DIDSBURY (3=)


347 

353

700

3.

IRBY (15)


362

303

665

4

BOWDON (27)


351

306

657

5=

GRAPPENHALL (23)

338

291

629

5=

SALE (16)


260

369

629

7.

MACCLESFIELD (1)

231

392

623

8.

NANTWICH (19=)

312

310

622


9.

TATTENHALL (21=)

312

290

602

10.

MIDDLEWICH (6)

303

277

580

11.

OXTON (7=)


347

219

566

12. 

HYDE (2)


291

273

564

13.

BREDBURY ST. MARK’s (30)
238

316

554

14.

CHEADLE (33)


194

345

539

15.

OULTON PARK (14)

281

257

538

16.

POYNTON (10)


292

244

536

17.

TIMPERLEY (31)

269

260

529

18.

CHESTER BOU. HALL (7=)
282

243

525

19.

WIDNES (25)


255

266

521

20=

BURNAGE (11)


253

265

518

20=

CHEADLE HULME (5)

229

289

518


22.

UPTON (21=)


269

233

502

23.

MARPLE ( - )


255

243

498


24=.

MOBBERLEY (35)

291

200

491

24=

NESTON (3=)


269

222

491


26=

BIRKENHEAD  PARK (36)
200

262

462

26 = 

STOCKPORT GEO. ( - )

277

185

462

28.

HALE BARNS  (32)

219

242

461

29.

TOFT (24)


246

212

458

30.

BRAMHALL (29)

228

223

451

31.

BOLLINGTON (18)

194

251

445

32.

WARRINGTON (19=)

222

221

443

33

CHRISTLETON (26)

236

203

439

33.

URMSTON (12=)

191

243

436

35.

HEATON MERSEY (12=)
175

234

409

36.

WINNINGTON PARK (9)
190

192

382
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Hyde win Cheshire Cup thriller

HYDE beat Didsbury by one wicket in a thrilling finale to the Cheshire Cup at Werneth Low on Sunday. After two previous postponements, the teams had a damp ground to play on and the scores were low, but excitement was maintained until the last ball. 

 Didsbury won the toss and totalled a modest 148, skipper Paul Sperring top-scoring with 47, while Danny Berry was the best Hyde bowler with 3-23.

  After Berry had been dismissed for a solid 30, Hyde were struggling at 91-8, when Robert Woolley and Tom Young dug in.  Young was out for a useful 18 with the scores at 145-9 before Woolley hit the winning runs to finish with 40 not out, one defining over from Sperring bringing him three sixes. Four Didsbury bowlers claimed two wickets each, but the Man of the Match award went to Woolley. 

 The trophy was presented by Cheshire 4Cs competition chairman Peter Davies, who thanked tournament organiser Ian Greensmith and sponsor Steve Mobley of Lovelane Ltd. and praised the Hyde groundstaff for their efforts in adverse weather conditions. 

Scorecard

DIDSBURY
HYDE

M. Fisher c Morris b Young
12
M. Morris c Driver b Stoneman

4

P. Brierley b Young
11
C. Tipper c Fawcett b Windle

0

D. Morgan c Makin b Woolley
6
J. Duffy lbw Stoneman


16

G. Narayanan c Brearley b Berry
30
J. Ashley b Windle


5

P. Sperring lbw Tipper
47
D. Berry b Driver


30

N. Anderson c & b Berry
5
G. Peacock lbw Fawcett


8

J. Mason lbw Berry
3
R. Woolley not out


40

S. Stoneman c Young b Tipper
8
R. Brearley c Sperring b Driver

8

O. Driver c Makin b Tipper
2
M. Makin c Brearley b Fawcett

5

J. Fawcett not out
7
T. Young c Sperring b Anderson

18

A. Windle c Ashley b Woolley
1
D. Woods not out


0

Extras
16
Extras




14

Total (all out in 44.1 overs)
148
Total (for 9 wickets, 38.4 overs)

149

Hyde bowling: Young 9-3-15-2; Woolley 8.1-2-33-2; Tipper 9-0-56-3; Berry 9-1-23-3; Woods 9-1-16-0.

Didsbury bowling: Stoneman 9-1-28-2; Windle 9-5-23-2; Fawcett 9-4-41-2; Driver 8-1-35-2; Sperring 2-1-18-l Anderson 1.4-0-8-1.

Umpires: R. Abel and J.A. Scrimgeour.

Macclesfield win Under 17s final

HOSTS Macclesfield beat Oulton Park by two runs off the final ball in a tense finish to the League’s John North Under 17s Trophy play-offs on Sunday.

 In the semi-finals earlier in the day, Macclesfield eliminated Grappenhall and Oulton Park defeated 2007 winners, Widnes.

 The Trophy and awards were presented by Sarah North, daughter of the late John North.  She was introduced by League chairman David Humpage, who thanked Macclesfield for organising the finals day, the first of its kind, which he considered had been a great success. 

September 6th postscript

WITH only three games played on this very wet Saturday, there were no problems with telephoning and result sheets, the latter not being required after a cancellation has been  notified.

  Plaudits to Heaton Mersey scorer James Emmerson for one of the few fully and correctly completed sheets (vs. Macclesfield).   Plaudits also to the HM groundstaff for getting the match started – the only one of the day in the premiership.

 On a day when Winnington Park’ s relegation was confirmed by their home defeat to Bredbury, the umpires gave top ratings to all aspects of their ground.

 All six captains submitted umpires assessment cards to coordinator Ken Spilsbury.
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Meller Braggins Cheshire Cricket League

FINAL DIVISION 1 TABLE


P
W
D
AB
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts.

BROOKLANDS
22
15
4
3
0
31
19

429

OAKMERE
22
11
2
4
5
60
23

356

Congleton
22
10
6
1
5
71
44

352

Ashton on Mersey
22
10
1
5
6
22
25

301

Mere
22
7
5
5
5
53
31

292

Davenham
22
7
3
4
8
47
49

288

Ashley
22
7
3
5
7
36
24

271

Alvanley
22
6
7
3
6
46
43

256

Malpas
22
4
2
5
11
70
38

223

Trafford MV
22
4
5
3
10
44
55

220

Runcorn
22
3
6
3
10
69
59

218

Cholmondeley
22
2
4
3
13
49
67

190

 Brooklands and Oakmere promoted to Cheshire County League.  Runcorn and Cholmondeley relegated to Division 2.

 Northwich (champions) and Barrow promoted from Division 2.  Wilmslow and Cheshire County Officers relegated to Division 3.

 Stockport (champions) and Kingsley, both in first season, promoted from Division 3. Chelford and Castrol Superseal relegated to Cheshire Alliance. 

Information from Graham Coull.

And finally, finally ………….

ADVERTISEMENT spotted in Manchester Evening News:

 For sale by owner: complete set of Encyclopaedia Britannica, 45 volumes, in mint condition, £500 or nearest offer.  Reason for selling: no longer needed, got married last month, wife knows everything.

 (Thanks are due to David Mortimer, a regular companion in the members at Old Trafford for a  never-ending supply of gags. His blue ones are even better). 

(

Clubs are respectfully requested to display

the final Newsletter of the season on their notice-boards.

Many thanks for the co-operation of those who have regularly done so.

WTB/MTB hope you have enjoyed their efforts

Newsletter will be produced monthly during the close season  …deo gratia
Mike.t-b@virgin.net:September 15  / 08

