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Bowdon go top with fourth win in four games

AN impressive performance at Neston earned Bowdon their fourth successive victory and top place in the ECB Premier League.

 After their batting heroics the previous week the Parkgate men were again among the runs with a declared tally of 229-6, ex-Uptonian Lee Dixon scoring 66, Jack Smith 61, Stan Clifford 49 not out.  Bowdon topped that with a response of 231-6 their new man from Northern, Liverpool Competition batting record breaker Carl Hay coming good with a fine innings of 75, putting on a crucial 122 for the second wicket with Stephen Ball (63). Lancashire’s Gareth Cross also weighed in with a timely unbeaten 48, after being badly dropped.  Neston spinner Phil Stimpson claimed 4-79.

 Champions Oulton Park proved they mean business again with a six wickets win against title pretenders Alderley Edge at Little Budworth. After the visitors had declared on 234-9, Simon Marshall 42, Nathan Dumelow 4-39. Oulton coasted home with seven overs to spare at 235-4, Danny Leech 81 and Jonny Kettle 75 opening up with another handsome stand, this time worth 153. 

 Widnes chalked up their first win by the narrow margin of one wicket against Nantwich at Beaconsfield road. Big-hitting Queenslander Glen Batticiotto topped 150 for the second time in eight days with a contribution of 155 not out to his side’s 241-7, Dan Pascoe 4-77. Then the McCoy brothers James (98) and Luke (58 not out) put Widnes on the path to a vital 20 points tally.  The Dabbers’ rich consolation was a 15 points return. 

Chester back in trim

After their mauling at Alderley Edge, Chester Boughton Hall returned to form with a four wickets Filkins Lane win over promoted strugglers Heaton Mersey, who declared on 187-9, Danny Cranmer 51, Waqur Rashid 41, Alex Kegg 3-25.  With 75, Cambridge University batsman Freddie Owen and Warren Goodwin, 30,  led the Chester charge after tea.

 Another side to record a maiden victory was Hyde, who beat Urmston by two wickets at Werneth Low. Urmston, whose batting has yet to fire, mustered only 140, Ismail Dawood 36, Danny Woods 5-33. Hyde also struggled against the pace of Kurt Edginton, 4-45, but a stout unbeaten 57 from Danny Berry saw them through.   

 Toft had the better of a high-scoring drawn game at Macclesfield after running up 225-9, David Blackburn 61, Nigel Muirhead 50, Nathan Allen 5-71.  Macclesfield fell just short with a spirited 220-7, Ben Morrison and Jason Knight both 52, Allen 51. while Muirhead.like Allen completed a good all-round day with 4-71.

PICK OF WEEK

 Batting: Glen Batticiotto (Nantwich) 155no v Widnes.  

 Bowling: Danny Woods (Hyde) 5-33 v Urmston. 
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Oxton go top in Division One

OXTON shot to the top of the First Division with a crushing 10 wickets victory against Timperley at Townfield Lane.

 Timperley’s frail batting continued and a total of 143 was never going to be enough, Mark Leathley 50, Andy Birley 3-22, Chris Stenhouse 3-38, while mention is also due to 62 year-old trundler Mike Fell who took an admirable 2-17 off seven overs in the heat.  Oxton’s openers knocked the runs off in quick time, Simon Stokes, 77 outscoring Cheshire left hander Chris Davies, 59.

 Warrington dropped to second place after being held to a draw by Birkenhead Park at Walton Lea.  Aussie all-rounder Dale Hutchinson hammered an unbeaten 71 to help raise his side’s finishing tally to 231-7, Mal Agar, 36, giving him best support. Park were heading for defeat until impressive Pakistani Zia ur Rehman took control with a fine unbeaten 75 which carried Park’s closing tally to 195-7 and a 10-16 share of the spoils.

 Upton won their third game  by 20 runs at Poynton, whom they dismissed for 125, Brian Kingham 40, Ian Linwood 4-27. Gary Dixon’s men had posted 145-8, Aussie Adam Watson 56.

 Cheadle recovered from their mauling the previous week to win by five wickets at Bollington who go bottom. Bolly were ousted for 119, Gary Wood 41 not out, Dan Schuppan 4-38 to which Cheadle replied with 120-5, Mike Farrell 30.

 Didsbury edged the draw points 13-10 at Christleton in a bad-tempered match which is likely to see the Disciplinary Commission whirr into action. Didsbury declared on 179-9, Nick Anderson 63, Paul Allan 3-15 and Christleton reached 157-9, Paul Sperring 4-46.

 Bramhall fell four runs short in a victory chase at Cheadle Hulme after the Grove Park batsmen had posted 198-9, Adam Wilde 40, Simon Wilkinson 7-53.  With fine innings of 89 not out from Andy Hall and 85 by Nick Cantello Bramhall got to 195-5 when time ran out.

PICK OF WEEK

Batting: Andy Hall (Bramhall) 89 not out v Cheadle Hulme.  Bowling: Simon Wilkinson (Bramhall) 7-53 in same game . 

Third win for Tattenhall

THERE’s no stopping Robin Mulvihill’s Tattenhall who recorded their third win to surge 13 points clear at the top of Division Two.

 They made short work of Winnington Park – who drop to the foot of the table – with an eight wickets victory at the Recreation Ground after dismissing their hosts for 95. Trinidad paceman Damien Lewis added figures of 7-37 to the 9-52 with which he opened the season.  John Hope’s unbeaten 60 then helped Tattenhall win comfortably. 

 Grappenhall move up to second spot after an impressive six wickets success at Irby, whom they restricted to 150, Cameron Park 5-54.  Ian Wright’s 50 and 39 from Rick Green saw Grappers home after tea. 

 Hale Barns won their first game in a low scoring affair against Marple at Brooks Drive. Marple mustered only 99, James Dunly 3-28 and Barns coasted to 100-6, A. Wood 33.

 Mobberley, too, won their first game, by five wickets at Stockport Georgians, restricting their hosts to a 50 overs tally of  137-9, Y. Khan 3-19. D. Johnson top-scored with 44 as Mobberley completed a 25 points return. .

 Burnage were the third club to register a maiden victory, in their case by 79 runs at home to Middlewich.  Good batting from Riswan Baig 76 helped Burnage declare at 227-9, Stuart Price claiming 6-46, to which Middlewich replied with 148, Sabtain Baig 5-40, Rashid Pervez 4-33.

 Sale posted a huge 273-2 before going on to draw at Bredbury St. Mark’s.  Sale skipper Danny Halkon top-scored with an unbeaten 126, while Ian Gibson contributed 71 and Jean-Pierre Lee 51. D. Carr’s fighting 49 helped secure Bredbury a 7-16 share of the spoils.

PICK OF WEEK

 Batting: Danny Halkon (Sale) 126 not out v Bredbury; Bowling – Damien Lewis (Tattenhall) 7-37 v Winnington Park
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SATURDAY’s SCORELINES:  ECB PREMIERSHIP

CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL (won toss, 20 pts.) beat HEATON MERSEY (9 pts.) by 4 wickets.

 Heaton Mersey 187-9 dec. (55 overs: D. Cranmer 51, W. Rashid 41, D. Fitzsimmons 36, A. Kegg 3-25); 

 Chester Boughton Hall 190-6 (45 overs: F. Owen 75, W. Goodwin 30).

HYDE (won toss, 20 pts.) beat URMSTON (8 pts.) by 2 wickets.

 Urmston 140 (45 overs: I. Dawood 36, D. Woods 5-33, T. Young 3-41); 

 Hyde 142-8 (45 overs: D. Berry 57no, R. Brierley 35, K. Edginton 4-45, R. Tootell 3-18).

MACCLESFIELD (10 pts.)  drew with TOFT (won toss, 14 pts.).

 Toft 225-9 dec. (55 overs: D. Blackburn 61, N. Muirhead 50, A. Bones 30, N. Allen 5-71, R. Cutbill 3-44); 

 Macclesfield 220-7 (55 overs: B. Morrison 52, J. Knight 52, N. Allen 51, N. Muirhead 4-74).  

NESTON (won toss, 11 pts.) lost to BOWDON (25 pts.) by 4 wickets.

 Neston 229-6 dec. (55 overs: L. Dixon 66, J Smith 61, S. Clifford 49no); 

 Bowdon 231-6 (48 overs: C. Hay 75, S. Ball 63, G. Cross 48no, P. Stimpson 4-79).

OULTON PARK (won toss, 20 pts.) beat ALDERLEY EDGE (10 pts.) by 6 wickets.

 Alderley Edge 234-9 dec. (55 overs: S. Marshall 42, A. Day 36, M. Currie 46, N. Dumelow 4-39); 

 Oulton Park 235-4 (48 overs: D. Leech 81, J. Kettle 75).

WIDNES (won toss, 20 pts.) beat NANTWICH (15 pts.) by 1 wicket.

 Nantwich 241-7 dec. (55 overs: G. Batticiotto 155no, C. Simpson 30, D. Pascoe 4-77); 

 Widnes 243-9 (52 overs: J. McCoy 98, L. McCoy 58no, A. Hurdley 45, J. Warrington 3-50, A. Newton 3-52).

DIVISION ONE

BOLLINGTON (won toss, 5 pts.) lost to CHEADLE (20 pts.) by 5 wickets.

 Bollington 119 (47 overs: G. Wood 41no, D. Schuppan 4-38, D. Dooler 3-22); 

 Cheadle 120-5 (41 overs: M. Farrell 30.

CHEADLE HULME (won toss, 13 pts.) drew with BRAMHALL (11 pts.)

 Cheadle Hulme 198-9 dec. (50 overs: A. Wilde 40, S. Wilkinson 7-53); 

 Bramhall 195-5 (50 overs: A. Hall 89no, N. Cantello 85, C. Beckley 3-59).

CHRISTLETON (10 pts.) drew with DIDSBURY (won toss, 13 pts.)

 Didsbury 179-9 dec. (50 overs: N. Anderson 63, T. Gane 37, P. Allen 3-15); Christleton 157-9 (50 overs: P. Sperring 4-46).

OXTON (25 pts.) beat TIMPERLEY (won toss, 2 pts.) by 10 wickets.

 Timperley 2143 (52 overs: M. Leathley 50, A. Birley 3-22, C. Stenhouse 3-49); 

 Oxton 144-0 (45 overs: S. Stokes 77no, C. Davies 59no).

POYNTON (won toss, 6 pts.) lost to UPTON (22 pts.) by 20 runs.

 Upton 145-8 dec. (50 overs: A. Watson 58, S. Turner 3-38); 

 Poynton 125 (45 overs: B. Kingham 40, S. Turner 346, I. Linwood 4-27, G. Dixon 3-29).

WARRINGTON (216 pts.) drew with BIRKENHEAD PARK (won toss, 10 pts.)

 Warrington 231-7 dec. (5o overs: D. Hutchinson 71no, M. Agar 36, Zia ur Rehman 3-35); 

 Birkenhead Park 195-7 (50 overs: Zia ur Rehman 75no, A. Gibson 38).
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DIVISION TWO

BREDBURY ST. MARK’s (7 pts.)  drew with  SALE (won toss, 16 pts.)

 Sale 273-2 dec. (50 overs: D. Halkon 126no, I. Gibson 71, J.-P. Lee 53); 

 Bredbury St. Mark’s 182-8 (50 overs: D. Carr 49, C. Wood 39).

BURNAGE (won toss, 25 pts.) beat MIDDLEWICH (8 pts.) by 79 runs.

 Burnage 227-9 dec. (50 overs: R. Baig 76, S. Mahmood 43, M. Kamran 33, S. Price 6-46); 

 Middlewich 148 (45 overs: P. Parry 31, S. Baig 5-40, R. Parvez 4-33).

HALE BARNS (25 pts.) beat MARPLE (won toss, 3 pts.) by 4 wickets.

 Marple 99 (45 overs: J. Dunley 3-28);

 Hale Barns 100-6 (45 overs: A. Wood 33, D. Bertling 3-39).

IRBY (won toss, 4 pts.) lost to GRAPPENHALL (25 pts.) by 6 wickets.

 Irby 150 (52 overs: P Rennie 39, N. Woods 31, C. Park 5-54); 

 Grappenhall 152-4 (42 overs: I. Wright 50, R. Green 39).

STOCKPORT GEORGIANS (won toss, 7 pts.) lost to MOBBERLEY (25 pts.) by 5 wickets.

 Stockport Georgians 137-9 dec. (50 overs: J. Leggatt 29no, Y. Khan 3-29);

  Mobberley 139-5 (36 overs: D. Johnson 44).

WINNINGTON PARK (won toss, 1 pt.) lost to TATTENHALL (25 pts.) by 8 wickets.

 Winnington Park 94 (40 overs: D. Lewis 7-37); 

 Tattenhall 97-2 (40 overs: J. Hope 60no).

FRED GRAHAM TWENTY/20 TROPHY

RESULTS of first round games:

IRBY beat BIRKENHEAD PARK (won toss) by 18 runs (Friday, May 9th)

 Irby 123-7 (20 overs: P. Rennie 23, N. Woods 22, G. Shillinglaw 20, M. Quinn 2-14, J. Warrington 2-26); Birkenhead Park 105-4 (20 overs: T. Hunter 43no, S. Potter 21).

BOLLINGTON (won toss) beat STOCKPORT GEORGIANS by 89 runs (Sunday, May 11th)

 Bollington 160-5 (20 overs: M. Ali 40, C. Rowe 31no, A. Mahmood 2-37); Stockport Georgians 71-7 (20 overs: K. Topping 16no, C. Rowe 4-12).

Draw for the 2nd round (all games to be played by June 1st) 

Bollington v Alderley Edge


Irby v Neston

Bredbury St. Mark’s v Macclesfield

Upton v Chester Boughton Hall

Mobberley v Poynton



Christleton v Oxton

Burnage v Timperley



Oulton Park v Nantwich

Hale Barns v Sale



Tattenhall v Warrington

Marple v Didsbury



Grappenhall v Widnes

Cheadle v Hyde




Urmston v Toft

Bramhall v Heaton Mersey


Middlewich v Bowdon
Clubs are urged to arrange match dates without delay.  When they have done so, the home club must inform the Fixture secretary, so that local panel umpires may be appointed.

This season’s Finals Day is at Timperley on Sunday, August 10th, sponsored by Lovelane, manufacturers of framed prints. 
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Up-dated tables after Week 4: 

Saturday, May 10th

ECB Premier

P
W20
W25
D
C/A
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts

BOWDON

4
3
1
0
0
0
4
0
89

OULTON PARK
4
2
1
1
0
0
10
4
81

ALDERLEY EDGE
4
2
1
0
0
1
8
2
75

CHESTER BO. HALL
4
3
0
0
0
1
7
1
68

NESTON

4
2
0
0
0
2
16
8
64

NANTWICH

4
1
0
1
0
2
22
15
59

MACCLESFIELD
4
1
0
1
0
2
6
15
43

WIDNES

4
1
0
1
0
2
7
13
42

HYDE


4
1
0
1
0
2
9
10
41

URMSTON

4
1
0
0
0
3
7
11
38

TOFT


4
0
0
2
0
2
17
16
37

HEATON MERSEY
4
0
0
1
0
3
10
10
22

Division 1

P
W20
W25
D
C/A
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts


OXTON

4
1
1
1
1
0
14
4
72

WARRINGTON
4
1
1
2
0
0
15
6
70

UPTON


4
3
0
1
0
0
2
5
69

DIDSBURY

4
0
1
3
0
0
14
13
58

CHEADLE

4
2
0
1
0
1
5
5
52

CHRISTLETON
4
1
0
2
1
0
5
10
46

POYNTON

4
1
0
2
0
1
7
14
45

BRAMHALL

4
0
0
2
2
0
14
8
40

CHEADLE HULME
4
0
0
3
0
1
11
16
33

TIMPERLEY

4
0
0
1
0
3
12
9
23

BIRKENHEAD PARK
4
0
0
2
0
2
8
10
22

BOLLINGTON

4
0
0
0
0
4
9
12
21

 Division 2

P
W20
W25
D
C/A
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts. 

TATTENHALL

4
2
1
1
0
0
8
5
80

GRAPPENHALL
4
0
2
1
0
1
8
7
67

SALE


4
0
1
3
0
0
24
11
66

IRBY


4
2
0
1
0
1
9
7
58

MOBBERLEY

4
0
1
2
0
1
14
11
54

MIDDLEWICH

4
0
1
1
0
2
9
13
49

BREDBURY ST. MK.
4
1
0
3
0
0
12
10
48

MARPLE

4
1
0
2
0
1
11
12
47

BURNAGE

4
1
0
0
1
2
10
9
46

HALE BARNS

4
0
1
2
0
1
3
11
43

STOCKPORT GEO.
4
0
0
1
1
2
18
10
37

WINNINGTON PARK
4
0
0
1
0
3
14
12
28
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LEAGUE FIXTURES FOR WEEK 5:

SATURDAY, MAY 17th

ECB Premier League (1 p.m.)

ALDERLEY EDGE v MACCLESFIELD

BOWDON v OULTON PARK

HEATON MERSEY v HYDE

NANTWICH v CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL

TOFT v WIDNES

URMSTON v NESTON
First Division  (1.30 p.m.)

BIRKENHEAD PARK v CHEADLE HULME

BRAMHALL v BOLLINGTON

CHEADLE v CHRISTLETON

DIDSBURY v OXTON

TIMPERLEY v POYNTON

WARRINGTON v UPTON

Second Division (1.30 p.m.)

GRAPPENHALL v BURNAGE

MARPLE v IRBY

MIDDLEWICH v BREDBURY ST. MARK’s

MOBBERLEY v WINNINGTON PARK

SALE v STOCPORT GEORGIANS

TATTENHALL v HALE BARNS

 PLEASE NOTE: As Appointments Secretary Rick Davis is in hospital, umpires’ names will be notified to clubs later in the week. 

SUNDAY, MAY 18th

Cockspur Cup (1 p.m,) : see  page 8 

Cheshire Cup 2nd round (1.30 p.m.):

Warrington v Oxton (umpires Cunningham & Roberts)

Marple v Burnage (Kirkbright & Murphy)

Birkenhead Park v Stockport (Hunter & Hadfield)

Rode Park & Lawton v Grappenhall (Bennion & Myatt)

Lindow v Lymm Oughtrington Park (Abberley & Fletcher)

Compstall v Chelford (Leigh & McMullan)

Alsager v Cheadle (Cooper & Edge):  provisionally on May 25th
Bramhall v Hawk Green (Silver and Chris Smith): provisionally on May 25th

Alderley Park v Davenham (Johnson & Wagstaffe)

Hollingsworth v Bredbury St. Mark’s (Hughes & Martland)

Parkfield Liscard v Poynton (to be arranged)

Brooklands v Upton (to be arranged)

Northwich v Cheadle Hulme (P. Davies and Lawson) 

Sale v Middlewich (to be arranged)

Chester County Officers v Bollington (Jim Hill & Young)

Romiley v Didsbury (Bellieu & Hutchinson)

Irby v Crewe (Bowman & Isterling): provisionally on May 25th
Elworth v Timperley (Lewis and Talbot-Butler) 
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Vets make hay while sun shines

ALL games were played in warm sunshine in the opening programme of  Over 40s section fixtures on Wednesday, May 7th.

WEST DIVISION RESULTS

BARNTON (4 pts.) beat DAVENHAM by 14 runs: Barnton 109-7 (R. Whitehouse 33, M. Spalding 3-13); Davenham 63 (M. Bentley 27, D. Ollier 3-11, P. Hughes 3-13).

CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL v GRAPPENHALL: no card received. 

IRBY lost to UPTON (4 pts.) by 3 wickets: Irby 71-9; Upton 72-7 (J. Drummond 30no).

NANTWICH CAVALIERS (4 pts.) beat WARRINGTON by 96 runs: Nantwich 170-7 (M. Mascarenhas 34, P. McKenan 32, N. Davies 30); Warrington 74-8.

TATTENHALL WRECKERS (4 pts.) beat CHRISTLETON by 4 wickets:  Christleton 108-4 (T. Collard 30no, P. Roberts 29); Tattenhall 109-6 (P. Ferriday 31, G. Forster 23, R. Morgan 2-11)

EAST DIVISION ONE

BOWDON (4 pts.) beat MOBBERLEY by 8 wickets:  Mobberley 77-8 (K. Teasdale 3-12, J. Pickup 2-8); Bowdon 78-2 (A. Dawson 31).

MARPLE (4 pts.) beat ALDERLEY EDGE  WIZARDS by 50 runs:  Marple 175-4 (A. Littler 35, C. Bailey 31, N. Hayward 30, D. Forman 30, D. Baythorp 25no); Alderley Edge 119 (M. Alcroft 30, A. Cheetham 30, A. Smith 4-7).

TIMPERLEY lost to URMSTON (4 pts.) by 18 runs: Urmston 119-6 (S. Dartnell 30, R. Tootell 25no); Timperley 101-9 (P. Prickett 30, S. Nicholson 30).

TOFT lost to POYNTON LEGENDS (4 pts.) by 7 wickets: Toft 91-4  (Mitchell 30); Poynton 92-3 (Martin 32).

EAST DIVISION TWO  (Bredbury St. Mark’s open) 

BOWDON VALE lost to CHEADLE HULME (4 pts.) by 33 runs:  Cheadle Hulme 121-4 (J. Potts 30, C. Beckley 32, R. Stacey 2-15); Bowdon Vale 88-4 (Webb 31no).
CHEADLE (4 pts.) beat ROMILEY by 12 runs:  Cheadle 112-6 (A Oldfield 35, C. Middleton 3-24); Romiley 100-6 (D. Oldland 30, R. Saxelby 23, D. Wilson 3-21).

MACCLESFIELD (4 pts.) beat BROOKLANDS  by 48 runs:  Macclesfield 148-4 (John Knight 32, D. Cowan 30); Brooklands 100-5 (A. Price 31, S. Wilkinson 30).

SALE lost to BRAMHALL (4 pts.) by 30 runs:  Bramhall 119-7 (J. Harris 28, S. Driscoll 25, N. Davenport 3-33); Sale 89 (D. Stoddard 31no,, P. Parker 4-10, Drury 3-15)

NOTE:  It is in order for results to be submitted by e-mail, which saves time and expense.  Clubs are encouraged to continue to submit results in this way or by fax rather than by the printed cards provided.  

FIXTURES ON WEDNESDAY, MAY 14th (6.15 p.m.)

 West Division: Christleton v Barnton; Davenham v Irby; Grappenhall v Nantwich Cavaliers; Upton v Chester Boughton Hall; Warrington v Tattenhall Wreckers.

  East Division 1: Alderley Edge Wizards v Timperley; Mobberley v Toft; Timperley v Poynton Legends; Urmston v Bowdon.

  East Division 2: Bramhall v Cheadle; Brooklands v Sale; Cheadle Hulme v Macclesfield; Romiley v Bredbury St. Mark’s (Thursday, May 15th). Open: Bowdon Vale.

  o Fixtures scheduled for the day of the European Cup final on Wednesday, May 21st may be played on any other day of that week by mutual agreement.  Please note that Fred Graham 1st XI Twenty20 Trophy games may be scheduled for that week and a clash of dates should be avoided. 
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Cheshire 50s win challenge

CHESHIRE beat Shropshire by 12=0 runs at Oswestry on Wednesday, May 7th in their annual pre-season challenge match.  Scores: Cheshire 206-8; Shropshire 196-9.

 Cheshire open their ECB 50 Plus County championship fixtures at Keswick against Cumbria on Wednesday, this week (May 14th) before hosting Derbyshire at Toft on Wednesday, May 21st.(1.30 p.m.).

Cheshire Cup first round completed

RESULTS of first round games in the Cheshire Cup played on Sunday, May 11th:

 Brooklands beat Winnington Park by 6 wickets: 

 Winnington 162-4 (45 overs: David Leech 85) Brooklands 163-4  (27 overs: John Birchall 110no).

 Sale walk over versus Caldy who withdrew.

 Old Parkonians lost on run rate to Grappenhall after rain : 

 Old Parkonians 120 (45 overs: Grappenhall 78-0 (27 overs).

 Ashton on Mersey lost to Chelford by bowl out (Sunday, May 4th).

 Malpas lost to Stockport by 8 wickets: 

 Malpas 110 (45 overs) ; Stockport 113-2 (28 overs: R. Barker 44no).

 Middlewich beat Congleton by 17 runs:

 Middlewich 183-9 (45 overs :Phil. Parry 34); Congleton 166 (45 overs: Tom Blease 48).

 Birkenhead St. Mary’s lost to Davenham on run rate after rain: 

 Birkenhead SM 211; Davenham 133-3 (25 overs: David Ashley 116no).

 Hale Barns lost to Parkfield Liscard on toss of coin after rain.

Cockspur Cup

IN a delayed Cockspur Cup first round game, Nantwich beat Birmingham League club Smethwick by four wickets at Whitehouse Lane on Sunday, May 11th.  Scores: Smethwick 143-7 (Rob Doyle 2-30, Paul Hampshire 2-42); Nantwich 145-6 (Chris Simpson and Rob Cooke-Sievewright both 40).

 Also scheduled for Sunday was another first round game: Darcy Lever v Bramhall. 

 Second round Cockspur Cup fixtures are: Hyde v Huyton; Leyland v Chester Boughton Hall; Urmston v Elton or Sefton Park; Wavertree or Chorley v Widnes; Alderley Edge v Kearsley or St. Helens; Bootle v Bowdon; Farnworth SC or Atherton v Heaton Mersey; Neston v Darcy Lever or Bramhall; Evesham or Wolves v Nantwich. 

 Clubs are asked to inform Newsletter of the results of their Cockspur Cup games. 

Harking back to May 3rd

THE first wicket stand between Jack Smith (132) and David Hurst (97) for Neston in their ECB Premier League game at Heaton Mersey was 203, not 167 as was reported by the home club. …   Another stand of which Newsletter was not notified was 176 for the Nantwich second wicket at Toft between Glen Batticiotto (151 not out) and Chris Simpson (70). …Bowdon’s Rupert Kitzinger tells Newsletter that he has deferred his one-day retirement from Dorset’s Minor Counties  attack and took 2-22 off 10 overs against Lincs in a cup game on May 4th.  He also planned to respond to an SOS to play against Cambridgeshire on May 11th.  

 In Division One, the Cheadle v Poynton result sheet has still not been received …Timperley’s overseas player, much-travelled all-rounder Francois van de Merwe, from Potcheefstroom, near Jo’burg scored 35 in his side’s winning draw against Cheadle Hulme. 

 The scorer of an impressive 55 not out for Stockport Georgians at Grappenhall  in Division Two was Simon Normanton, aged 16 …Marple’s sightscreen are reported as still not properly operating correctly…Umpire Paul Wilgose stood on his own in the Sale v Hale Barns match due to late cry-offs..

Coors Challenge at Nantwich

NANTWICH are to stage their third annual Coors Twenty20 Challenge at Whitehouse Lane on Bank Holiday Monday, May 26th (9.30 a.m.).

 Holders Alsager Atoms will be there plus Elworth Foxes and hosts Nantwich Cavaliers in a round robin tournament for which the Coors Trophy is the prize.  Admission is £1 with children free. 
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Cheshire lose to Oxfordshire

CHESHIRE suffered a six wickets defeat against Oxfordshire at Great & Little Tew on Sunday.  They still top their group and will clinch a quarter-final place if they beat Cumberland at Bramhall in the final game on Sunday, June 1st.  Scores:

 Cheshire 178 (Andy Hall 52); Oxfordshire 179-4 (Adam Syddall 2-34). 

Second registration deferred

BOLLINGTON have had a request deferred to register a second Overseas player to replace Moazam Ali, who has returned to Pakistan for  personal reasons after playing in the first three games.

 The Cricket committee will decide at their meeting on Thursday, May 15th whether to agree to the registration by Bollington of another Pakistani player, Rizwan Malik.   

 O Completed ECB Premier League player registration forms are urgently awaited from Bowdon, Chester Boughton Hall, Heaton Mersey, Hyde, Toft and Urmston. These should be submitted without further delay.  

 O Missing Umpires assessment cards following games played on Saturday, May 3rd according to co-ordinator Ken Spilsbury were from Division two clubs Mobberley and Winnington Park.  

 Ken urges all clubs to use first-class mail to submit cards and asks that the correct names of umpires, sometimes changed by the Appointments secretary at late notice, are notified.    

Death of Christleton president

THE popular president of Christleton Cricket Club, Jim Darlington has died aged 86.

 Born and bred in the village where he became well-known as the local butcher, Jim played both football and cricket for Christleton, captaining the cricket 2nd XI in the 1960s.

 A former secretary and chairman before being elevated to the presidency, Jim was widely known as a truel gentleman and great servant to the club over many years.

Further League handbook corrections & amendments to May 11

PAGE 34:  Didsbury Fixture secretary is now David Ashworth (details as for secretary). E-mail: aashworth@sky.com. 

PAGE 34:  Grappenhall Over 40s contact is Neil Titchard. Tels. 01925 266597 (h); 07885 226 170 (m). E-mail: neil_titchard@ici.com.

PAGE 315: Cricket committee co-opted member Ian Brown’s new work e-mail address: ianbrown@lomaxgeddes.co.uk

Any further corrections to the handbook should be notified ASAP.

Additional handbooks are still available at £3.

And finally ………

Two elderly ladies had been friends for a long time.  Over the years, they had shared all kinds of activities and adventures.  Lately though, their get-togethers had been limited to meeting a couple of times a week to play cards.

 One day while they were enjoying a round of whist, one looked at the other and said: “Now, don’t get mad at me; I know we’ve been friends for a long time, but I just can’t remember your name.  I’ve thought and thought, but can’t remember.  Please tell me”.

 For a couple of minutes her friend just stared at her and finally said: “How soon do you need to know?”

Club reps. are asked to print out the weekly

Newsletter and display on their Notice Boards
Mike.t-b@virgin.net:        May 12 / 08
