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Top three surge ahead

AS the season’s half-way mark nears, the battle for the ECB Premier League title is beginning to develop into a three-cornered affair involving current leaders Alderley Edge, second-placed Bowdon and Oulton Park, the latter chasing their fourth successive title.

 All three won comfortably to open a gap on the other challengers, Alderley recording their sixth success in nine games at bottom club Heaton Mersey. Their attack was strengthened by the inclusion of Lancashire fast bowler Oliver Newby who claimed 3-38 and Sohail Rauf 4-33 although they found it impossible to dismiss ‘Mersey’s Australian batsman Brent McDonald, who contributed an unbeaten 105 to his side’s declared tally of 179-9. .

  Alderley Edge had the game won inside 36 overs after tea, former Lancashire batsman Mark Currie scoring an unbeaten 97 and Sohail Rauf 43.

 A fine innings of 91 not out by opener Roger Wilkinson helped Bowdon win by five wickets at Toft, whom they had restricted to 168-9, Simon Hardstaff 46, Dominic Ball 4-46. The Toft innings was turned at a crucial stage by the run out of in-form Adam Carolan

 Oulton Park were made to fight hard for a five wickets win in a lower-scoring game at Macclesfield, who were bowled out for 151, Ben Morrison 43, Chris Jones 3-36. 

After cheap early wickets had fallen, Cheshire left-hander Danny Leech continued his recent brilliant form with an unbeaten 86 as Oulton replied with 153-5.  

Aussie Farmer is Hyde match-winner

A fine innings of exactly 100 out of 217  - Neil Pearson 3-49, Darren Cruikshank 3-71 - by Australian batsman Josh Farmer saw Hyde win by 35 runs at Chester Boughton Hall. In response, Chester mustered 182, Warren Goodwin 48, Tom Young 3-28.

 A hard-hitting knock of 70 by a former Widnes favourite, Richard Hignett, home on holiday from Australia, helped his side to a winning draw against Neston at Beaconsfield road. The one-time Bootle and Cheshire batsman top-scored in Widnes’ 225 all out, Paul Stimpson 5-67, to which Neston replied with 202-9, G. Lea-Swane 43 not out, Stan Clifford 41, Lee Dixon 35.

 Urmston had the better of a high-scoring draw at Nantwich after posting a best of the day 253-7, Craig Grindley 57, Chris Watson 52, Adam Landry 46.  Nantwich had their last pair together at 221-9, after sound batting from Chris Simpson 53 and Marc Debrabender 49, while Indian paceman Ashwin Punja returned 5-69.  
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SATURDAY’S SCORES IN DETAIL

ECB PREMIER DIVISION

CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL  (9 pts.) lost to HYDE (won toss, 25 pts.) by 35 runs.

 Hyde 217 (55 overs: J. Farmer 100, N. Pearson 3-49, D. Cruikshank 3-71); 

 Chester Boughton Hall 182 (50 overs: W. Goodwin 47, D. Cruikshank 31, T. Young 3-28, R. Woolley 3-52, D. Berry 3-71).

HEATON MERSEY (7 pts.) lost to ALDERLEY EDGE (won toss, 20 pts.) by 8 wickets.

 Heaton Mersey 179-9 dec. (55 overs: B. McDonald 105no, S. Rauf 4-33, O. Newby 3-38); 

 Alderley Edge 183-2 (34 overs: M. Currie 97no, S. Rauf 43).

MACCLESFIELD (won toss, 7 pts.) lost to OULTON PARK (25 pts.) by 5 wickets.

 Macclesfield 151-9 dec. (55 overs: B Morrison 43, T. Parfett 38, C. Jones 3-36); 

 Oulton Park 153-3 (43 overs: D. Leech 86no).

 NANTWICH (11 pts.) drew with URMSTON (won toss, 17 pts.)

 Urmston 253-7 dec. (55 overs: C. Grindley 57, C. Watson 52, A. Landry 46, N. Davies 3-73); 

 Nantwich 221-9 (55 overs: C. Simpson 53, M. Debrabender 49, R. Doyle 45, A. Punja 5-69).

TOFT (won toss, 7 pts.) lost to BOWDON (25 pts.) by 5 wickets.

 Toft 168-9 dec. (55 overs: S. Hardstaff 46, D. Ball 4-46); 

 Bowdon 172-5 (53.1 overs: R. Wilkinson 91no.

WIDNES (won toss, 17 pts.) drew with  NESTON (11 pts.)

 Widnes 225 (55 overs: R. Hignett 70, D. Naughton 38, P. Stimpson 5-72); 

 Neston 202-9 (55 overs: G. Lee-Swane 43no, S. Clifford 41, L. Dixon 35,). 

FIRST DIVISION

BIRKENHEAD PARK (25 pts.) beat CHEADLE (won toss, 9 pts.) by 4 wickets.

 Cheadle 157 (45 overs: G. Dixon 41, R. Malook 4-42, Z.ur Rehman 4-42, T. Hunter 3-19);  

 Birkenhead Park 158-6 (48 overs: A. Gibson 44, T. Hunter 34.

BRAMHALL (won toss, 20 pts.) beat TIMPERLEY (10 pts.) by 12 runs.

 Bramhall 218 (50 overs: D. Humphreys 51, A. Hall 43, N. Cantello 30, R. Edwards 5-51); 

 Timperley 206 (43 overs: T. Twiney 97, M. Maddocks 37, S. Wilkinson 7-47).

CHEADLE HULME (25 pts.) beat BOLLINGTON (won toss, 4 pts.) by 48 runs.

 Cheadle Hulme 190-3 dec. (46 overs: D. Hawes 48, T. McDonald 38no, R. Battye 36no, A. Wilde 36); 

 Bollington 152 (49.2 overs): G. McKiernan 35, R. Hough 32, E. McCray 5-52, W. Vilaly 3-26).

POYNTON (won toss, 20 pts.) beat OXTON (4 pts.) by 4 wickets.

 Oxton 153-9 innings closed  (55 overs: C. Davies 38, N. Subardhar 34no, A. Birley 25no = unbroken 10th wicket stand of 58, S. Turner 7-30);

  Poynton 154-6 (41.3 overs: P. Gould 40, R. Clark 30, C. Stenhouse 4-72).

UPTON (won toss, 8 pts.) lost to DIDSBURY (25 pts.) by 7 wickets.

 Upton 165-9 dec. (50 overs: A. Hughes 53, N. Anderson 3-35); 

 Didsbury 168-3 (43 overs: G. Narayanam 63no, P. Sperring 51no, S. Stoneman 34).

WARRINGTON  (7 pts.) drew with CHRISTLETON (17 pts.)

 Christleton 238-1 dec. (48 overs: I. De Silva 124no, R. Moore 53);

  Warrington 167-9 (52 overs: D. Hutchinson 37, M. Parkinson 3-50). 
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SECOND DIVISION

 HALE BARNS (won toss, 9 pts.) lost to IRBY (24 pts.) by 4 wickets.

 Hale Barns 146 (43 overs: M. Filson 55, M. Newman jun. 4-32, D. Collyer 4-35); 

 Irby 147-6 (40 overs: P. Rennie 58no, A. Kinsey 31, D. Molloy 3-39).

MARPLE ( 9 pts.) drew with  SALE (10 pts.)

 Marple 176 (52 overs: S. Worrall 41, A. Newington 30, R. Halkon 3-45, M. Halkon 3-50); 

 Sale 150-9 (48 overs: J. Taylor 37, I. Harrop 33, D. Bertling 3-54).

MOBBERLEY (won toss, 10 pts.) drew with MIDDLEWICH (12 pts.).

 Middlewich 201-7 dec. (50 overs: D. Bates 52, J. Williams 38, J. Cornford 33no, S. Khan 3-50); 

 Mobberley 193-8 (50 overs: Y. Khan 49, N. Wood 45, S. Khan 30, G. Tomlinson 4-37, K. Hallam 3-25).

STOCKPORT GEORGIANS (25 pts.) beat BREDBURY St. MARK’s (won toss, 10 pts.) by 3 wickets.

 Bredbury 169-9 dec. (50 overs: A. Lees 45, M. Beckett 31, J. Leggatt 5-47, I. Hussain 4-76 bowled unchanged); 

 Stockport Georgians 171-7 (48.3 overs: I. Hussain 45no, S. Normanton 38, C. Wood 3-27).

TATTENHALL (won toss, 6 pts.) lost to GRAPPENHALL (25 pts.) by 91 runs.

 Grappenhall 257-6 dec. (50 overs: C. Park 77, W. Sharp 48, S. Titchard 38, L. Parkinson 32); 

 Tattenhall 166 (48.1 overs: B. Mitchell 42, J. Gibbon 36, M. Tetlow 5-34, C. Park 3-33).

WINNINGTON PARK (25 pts.) beat BURNAGE (won toss, 12 pts.) by 6 wickets.

 Burnage 201 (48 overs: S. Abbas 86, S. Baig 34, P. Amatiello 5-32); 

 Winnington Park 205-4 (48 overs: N. Welch 99no, S. Baig 3-59).   

PICK OF WEEK

Premier League

Batting – o Brent McDonald (Heaton Mersey) 105no v Alderley Edge; 

Bowling – Paul Stimpson (Neston) 5-62 v Widnes

All-rounder – o Sohail Rauf (Alderley Edge) 43 and 4-33 v Heaton Mersey.

First Division

Batting – o Iroshan de Silva (Christleton) 124no v Warrington;

Bowling – Simon Wilkinson (Bramhall) 7-47 v Timperley;

All-rounder – Tom Hunter (Birkenhead Park) 34 and 3-19 v Cheadle.

Second Division

Neil Welch (Winnington Park) 99no v Burnage;

Bowling – A. Tetlow (Grappenhall) 5-34 v Tattenhall

All-rounder – o Cameron Park (Grappenhall) 77 and 3-33 v Tattenhall 

 o = Overseas player. 
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Didsbury take lead in Division One

WITH Oxton losing their first game – heavily – at Poynton, Didsbury moved to the top of Division One for the first time with a seven wickets victory at Upton.

 After holding third-placed Upton to 166-9, Adrian Hughes 53, Nick Anderson 3-35, Didsbury won comfortably at 168-3 with seven overs to spare, G. Narayanan, 63 and Paul Sperring 51 winding up with a  century stand.

 Oxton had to answer to the accuracy and away swing of Simon Turner at Poynton where they were inserted and held to 153-9 in 55 overs. Turner took 7-36, but couldn’t get rid of Oxton’s last pair N. Subardhar 34 and skipper Andy Birley 25, who put on 58 for the 10th wicket.  Even so, Poynton went on to win well at 154-6, Paul Gould 40, Chris Stenhouse a fiery 4-76.

 Timperley’s winning run ended at Bramhall where they lost a tight game by 12 runs after the home side had posted 218, Danny Humphreys 51, Ross Edwards 5-51.  In-form left-hander Tom Twiney (dropped at nought and four) nearly pulled it off with a fine 97 for Timperley aided by Mark Maddocks 37. But the match-winner Simon Wilkinson pulled it off with a 7-47 spell, his third return of six wickets or more.

 Christleton’s Sri Lankan batsman Iroshan de Silva cracked a good-looking 124not out with Rick Moore contributing 53 to their side’s declared tally of 238-1 at Warrington.  The Walton Lea men limped to 167-9 in reply, Dane Hutchison 37.

 Cheadle Hulme inflicted Bollington’s ninth successive defeat at Grove Park, after declaring on 190-3 in 46 overs, David Hawes 48.  Wicket-keeper Ged McKiernam top-scored with 35 as Bolly put up a stirring fight before being bowled out in the 50th over for 152, Ewan McCray 5-52.

 Birkenhead Park exchanged places in the bottom two with Cheadle thanks to a four wickets home win.  Zia ur Rehman’s leg-spin claimed 4-42 as Cheadle were dismissed for 157, Greg Dixon 41, a tally which Park overhauled for the loss of six batsmen, Andy Gibson leading the way with a solid 44.

 Park have suffered a blow with the loss of recently-arrived Indian Cricket League all-rounder Ganapathi Vignesh, who has returned home due to the illness of his mother, according to the club’s website. 

Irby make it seven wins in Second Division

IRBY have more wins than any other team in the league after their latest success, by four wickets at Hale Barns to stretch their Second Division lead to 36 points.

  ‘Barns’ batting again proved brittle, only Mike Filson (55) performing against the speed of  Mark Newman 4-32 and the gentle off-spin of David Collyer 4-35 in a tally of 146.  Phil Rennie was unbeaten with 58 in Irby’s successful reply.

 Winnington Park registered their first win of the season, by six wickets against Burnage at the Rec. and no longer feel so isolated (12 points) at the foot of the table. Burnage totalled 201, Syed Abbas 86, Phil Amatiello 5-32 after which Neil Welch dominated Park’s reply of 205-4 with an unbeaten 99. Welch went for a six to complete his century and win the match, but the ball fell inches short of the boundary.    

 Tattenhall’s continued to fall away when they were hammered by 91 runs at home by Grappenhall, who declared on 257-6, Cameron Park 77. Tatters mustered only 166, Barry Mitchell 52, A. Tetlow 5-34, Aussie Park completing a good day with a 3-33 return. 

 Stockport Georgians’ surge went on with a three wickets home win over Bredbury St. Mark’s, who were restricted to 169-9, A. Lees 45, John Leggatt 5-47. Ifti Hussain smacked 45 not out off 40 balls as Georgians went on to win with nine balls to spare.

 Marple had former wicket-keeping star Steve Worrall back in harness in their draw with Sale at Bowden Lane. He top-scored with 41 in a tally of 176, to which Sale responded with 150-9, John Taylor 37, to edge the points 10-9.

 Middlewich, who had won at Mobberley in the Twenty20 Plate four days earlier, edged the draw points 12-10 in a tight finish at Church Lane.  David Bates top-scored with 52 in Middlewich’s 201-7, to which Mobberley replied with 193-8, Nathan Wood 45, Gavin Tomlinson 4-37. 
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Tables to week 9:

Saturday, June 14

ECB Premier

P
W20
W25
D
C/A
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts

* ALDERLEY EDGE
9
3
3
1
0
1
18
4
177

BOWDON

9
3
3
1
1
1
11
6
161

OULTON PARK
9
3
2
4
0
0
23
11
152

NANTWICH

9
2
1
3
0
3
45
25
141

HYDE


9
3
1
2
0
3
34
16
139

CHESTER BO. HALL
9
4
0
0
0
5
27
17
124

WIDNES

9
1
1
4
0
3
36
33
122

NESTON

9
2
0
3
1
3
42
25
120

TOFT


9
1
1
4
0
3
37
27
117

URMSTON

9
1
0
2
1
5
38
28
97

MACCLESFIELD
9
2
0
1
0
6
27
25
94

HEATON MERSEY
9
1
0
3
0
5
31
22
79

 * Alderley Edge’s record includes 18 tie points in a level-scores draw. 

Division 1

P
W20
W25
D
C/A
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts


DIDSBURY

9
2
3
4
0
0
30
18
171

OXTON

9
2
2
3
1
1
33
16
152

UPTON


9
4
1
1
1
2
14
9
137

WARRINGTON
9
1
2
4
1
1
29
13
127

POYNTON

9
3
1
2
0
3
17
20
126

TIMPERLEY

9
2
2
1
0
4
19
14
125

BRAMHALL

9
2
1
2
2
2
23
14
120

CHEADLE HULME
9
1
1
4
0
3
32
23
108

CHRISTLETON
9
2
0
4
1
2
25
27
107

BIRKENHEAD PARK
9
0
2
3
0
4
24
19
99

CHEADLE

9
2
0
2
0
5
22
19
85

BOLLINGTON

9
0
0
0
0
9
14
22
36

Division 2

P
W20
W25
D
C/A
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts. 

IRBY


9
4
3
1
0
1
13
7
177

TATTENHALL

9
2
2
3
0
2
27
18
141

MARPLE

9
3
1
3
0
2
26
19
136

MOBBERLEY

9
3
1
3
0
2
23
17
131

STOCKPORT GEO.
9
0
3
1
1
4
28
18
130

GRAPPENHALL
9
1
2
3
1
2
28
18
129

SALE


9
1
1
4
0
3
40
28
121

MIDDLEWICH

9
2
1
3
0
3
28
21
120

BURNAGE

9
2
0
1
2
4
44
19
119

BREDBURY ST. MK.
9
1
0
5
0
3
46
29
105

HALE BARNS

9
1
1
3
0
4
19
22
92

WINNINGTON PARK
9
0
1
2
0
6
25
26
80
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Fixtures & umpires for Week 10:

Saturday, June 21st

ECB Premier League (1 p.m.)

BOWDON v ALDERLEY EDGE

R. Davis & Kinsey

HYDE v NANTWICH



Abel & Goron

MACCLESFIELD v HEATON MERSEY
Anderson tel. 0161 962 3292 & T. Hill

NESTON v CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL
Byrom & Greensmith

OULTON PARK v WIDNES


S. Davies & Lofthouse

URMSTON v TOFT



Kirkbright tel. 0161 440 9576 & Sutton

First Division  (1.30 p.m.)

BOLLINGTON v BIRKENHEAD PARK
Sadler & Shallcross

CHEADLE v UPTON (12.30 p.m.)

Drury & Ogden

CHRISTLETON v CHEADLE HULME

Speakman tel. 07908 650125 & Ogden

DIDSBURY v TIMPERLEY


Perry & Shaw

OXTON v WARRINGTON


Hanaby & Isterling

POYNTON v BRAMHALL


Hardman & Smith

Second Division (1.30 p.m.)

BREDBURY St. MARK’s v 

WINNINGTON PARK



Bolger tel. 0161 336 9957 & Murphy


BURNAGE v HALE BARNS


Scrimgeour & AN Other

GRAPPENHALL v MOBBERLEY

Cunningham & Talbot-Butler

IRBY v TATTENHALL


Hacking & Prescott

MIDDLEWICH v SALE


Cornes & Rothwell

STOCKPORT GEORGIANS v MARPLE
Haddad & Silver

Umpires’ mid-season meeting is at Widnes

THE League Umpires & Scorers Association break new ground by holding their mid-season meeting at Widnes CC’s Beaconsfield Road HQ on Wednesday, July 16th (8 p.m.).

  Secretary Geoff Wellsteed’s agenda distributed to all members, includes a quiz set by one of the league’s two Minor Counties umpires; Alistair Davies. John Lofthouse’s most recent Minor Counties appointment was the Cumbria v Bucks game at picturesque Sedbergh School. 

 o Cheshire are playing Nottinghamshire at Widnes in a two-day Under 17s championship match starting on the day of the meeting. 
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Fred Graham Twenty20 Trophy up-date

THIRD ROUND RESULTS

Thursday, June 12

ALDERLEY EDGE (won toss) beat BREDBURY ST. MARK’s by 53 runs.

 Alderley Edge 200-5 (20 overs: S. Rauf 85, M. Currie 80,  = 2nd wicket stand of 141, C. Wood 3-29); Bredbury 147-6 (20 overs: C. Wood 87, D. Carr 34). 

Remaining third round games (to be played by July 1st)

POYNTON v TIMPERLEY: TBA

SALE v MARPLE: TBA

HYDE (holders) v HEATON MERSEY: Thursday, June 19

NESTON v CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL: Thursday, June 19 (A. Davies& Hacking)

CHRISTLETON v OULTON PARK: Thursday, June 19 (Speakman & Wellsteed)

TATTENHALL v GRAPPENHALL: TBA

URMSTON v BOWDON:  Friday, June 20 (Rothwell & AN Other)

 The fourth round has to be completed by August 1st.

  The semi-finals and final will be played at Timperley on Sunday, August 10th. 

Twenty20 Plate

FIRST ROUND RESULTS

Tuesday, June 10

MOBBERLEY lost to MIDDLEWICH by 5 wickets.

 Mobberley 104-9 (20 overs: A. Locke 30, T. Gledhill 3-20); Middlewich 105-5 (219 overs: S. Price 53no)

Thursday, June 12

DIDSBURY beat STOCKPORT GEORGIANS (won toss) by 10 wickets.

 Georgians 42 (*P. Manser 4-4); Didsbury 46-0 (6 overs: T. Gane 21no, M. Fisher 23no).

 * Didsbury’s Overseas player Peter Manser only arrived in the UK earlier in the day

Second round draw (games to be played by June 30th)

DIDSBURY v BRAMHALL: TBA 

MIDDLEWICH v HALE BARNS: TBA

BURNAGE v CHEADLE: Thursday, June 26 (Scrimgeour & AN Other)

MACCLESFIELD (holders) v BOLLINGTON:  Sunday, June 22, 2 p.m.  (R. Davis & AN Other) 

BIRKENHEAD PARK v OXTON: Thursday, June 19 (Byrom & AN Other)

IRBY v UPTON: TBA

NANTWICH bye

TOFT v WIDNES: TBA

  The third round has to be played by July 11th and the semi-finals by August 1st.  

 The final is at Timperley on Sunday, August 10th. 

 Clubs are strongly urged to arrange these matches without delay.  When they have done so the Fixture Secretary should be informed and local panel umpires will be appointed.

The Fred Graham Twenty20 Trophy is sponsored this season 

 by Lovelane, manufacturers of framed prints.

June 14th Newsletter ……………8

Hyde, Bowdon win in Cockspur Cup

THE League’s two surviving clubs in the Cockspur Cup play their area semi-finals on Sunday, June 22nd. (1 p.m.). 

 Bowdon travel to Northern where Carl Hey will be renewing acquaintance with the club where he broke the Liverpool Competition batting record last season, while Hyde go to Bamford Fieldhouse.

 Urmston, the other league club to reach the third round, lost by 96 runs at Farnworth on Sunday, June 8th. Scores: Farnworth 220-7  Urmston 124 (Chris Watson 76). 

Cheshire Over 50s regain winning touch

AFTER losing their two previous games, Cheshire were handsome nine wickets winners of their National 50 Plus County Championship game against Durham at Neston on Wednesday, June 12th.

 Durham were restricted to a total of 204-7 on a good batting wicket, Toft’s Tony Good returning impressive figures of 3-20 from his eight overs.

 In reply, Cheshire lost Steve Yates (Oulton Park) for 29 at 87-1, then Chester Boughton Hall left-hander Phil Thomas and skipper Colin Norbury (Heaton Mersey) put together an unbroken partnership of 121 in only 14 overs to coast home at 208-1 with time to spare.  Former Bedfordshire batsman Thomas was unbeaten with 84 and Naylor 52, his last three scoring shots being sixes.

  Cheshire’s next match is against Nottinghamshire at Upton on Wednesday, June 18th (1.30 p.m.)
Flintoff plays at Alderley Edge

O ENGLAND all-rounder Freddie Flintoff is to play for Lancashire against Durham at Alderley Edge in a three-day 2nd XI county championship match starting on Tuesday, June 17 (11 a.m.).  Flintoff, who may play only as a batsman, is beginning his come-back after a side-strain which has kept him out of cricket for the past three weeks.

O TATTENHALL 1st XI captain Robin Mulvihill will be out of action for a month following a knee operation and Paul Ferriday takes over in his place. 

 O CHESHIRE clubs are invited to nominate deserving individuals for Outstanding Service to Cricket (OSCA) awards to be held on Monday, October 13th at Lord’s. They should contact Cheshire Board Secretary David Sharp, 6, Ashdale Drive, Heald Green, Cheadle SK8 3SX, tel. 077546 15956; e-mail: sharp@ashdale6.freeserve.co.uk.  

 Cheshire have decided not to go ahead their own OSCA ceremony. 

O INNOVATIVE, Nantwich Cricket Club take on recently-promoted UniBond Premier Division Nantwich Football Club in a Twenty20 Challenge (cricket) match at Whitehouse Lane on Friday, June 27th, 6.30 p.m.  Admission is free. 

O TRANSFER has been completed of Stewart MacLeod from Oulton Park to Nantwich. Stewart’s daughter Lorna is the Director of Coaching at Whitehouse Lane. 

O ECB Premier League players’ registration forms have now been received from all 12 clubs.   

O TOFT and  Hyde have agreed on a 12 noon start to their ECB Premier League game at Booths Park on Saturday, June 28th.  Toft’s Summer Ball is being in the evening. 

O MACCLESFIELD legend Darren Berry wasthe  coach to Shane Warne’s Rajasthan Royals team which won the fabulously wealthy Indian Premier League recently.   Andy Towle, who keeps in touch with the Melbourne-based Aussie who helped Macclesfield win the old First Division title in 1992-93, reports that ‘Chuck’ recently become a dad for the third time. 

O NESTON’s Parkgate ground is currently displaying an artist’s impression of their  £750,000 pavilion rebuilding plans. Work on the splendid two-storey construction is to start in late-August and expects to be completed by March, 2009. 
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OVER 40s ROUND-UP

Tied thriller at Barnton    

BARNTON Over 40s captain Graham Coull enthuses over his team’s exciting Over 40s Section West Division game against Chester Boughton Hall on Wednesday, June 11th.  Graham e-mails: 

  “We were set 153 to win when a fine spell of 0-13 by Alex Kegg pegged us back and at 10 overs we were only 52-3. I joked to Paul Evans’ son, who was scoring, that we only needed 10 an over and a wide off the last ball to win!  Roger Whitehouse then blasted his way to 35 with a big six to finish, then Phil Wingfield took 24 off an over to get us back in the hunt. A sharp run out and catch – both by Keggy - left us still needing 24 off the last three overs. A few big hits and some scrambled runs brought the scores level with one ball left.  Alas, the hoped for wide didn’t materialise and I was run out going for the winner.  I believe we get three points each which seems just right!”

 On a less cheerful note, Marple’s Andy Greasley was struck in the face while batting for Marple at home to Bowdon and needed plastic surgery and dentistry after losing several teeth. 

WEST DIVISION 

Barnton (3 pts.) tied with Chester Boughton Hall (3 pts.).

 Chester 152-6 (Wright 33, Miller 30, Forrest 30); Barnton 152-7 (Whitehouse 35, Wingfield 31).

Christleton lost to Grappenhall (4 pts.) by 4 wickets.

 Christleton 111-4; Grappenhall 113-3. 

Davenham lost to Upton (4 pts.) by 7 wickets.

 Davenham 38 (Isherwood 20, Oliver 3-6, Jones 2-10); Upton 39-3 (Johnson 21-8). 

Tattenhall Wreckers v Nantwich Cavaliers: no card. 

Warrington lost to Irby (4 pts.) by 10 wickets.

 Warrington 108-6 (Boelema 28, Pennington 24, Gibson 2-10); Irby 109-0 (Hurst 30, Howarth 30, Rennie 28). 

Re-arranged fixture played  on Tuesday, June 10th: Irby lost to Tattenhall Wreckers (4 pts.) by 7 wickets.

 Irby 91-5 (D. Newman 30, M. Newman 24); Tattenhall 95-3 (Nichols 30, Bebbington 28).  

This was previously listed as a cancelled match. 

EAST DIVISION 1

Marple lost to Bowdon (4 pts.) by 9 wickets.

 Marple 136-3 (Haywood 33, Bailey 27, Gavin 23); Bowdon 137-1 (Gray 30, Sinclair 30).

Mobberley (4 pts.) beat Timperley by 46 runs.

 Mobberley 155-8 (Burgess 30, Cooper 30, Cain 3-17); Timperley 109-4 (Busby 3-0, Ward 23). 

Poynton Legends (4 pts.) beat Alderley Edge Wizards by 29 runs.

 Poynton 163-3; Alderley Edge 134-7. 

Toft (4 pts.) beat Urmston by 1 run.

 Toft 120-8 (Mitchell 33); Urmston 119-7 (Wilson 30, Williams 3-18). 

Late result from June 4: Alderley Edge (4 pts.) beat Mobberley by 6 wickets.

EAST DIVISION 2

Bowdon Vale (4 pts.) beat Bredbury Saints by 23 runs.

 Bowdon Vale 118-4 (Thorpe 32, Rowe 31, Ascott 22); Bredbury 95 (Williams 26, Halsall 2-11).

Brooklands v Bramhall: no card. 

Cheadle Hulme lost to Romiley (4 pts.) by 28 runs.

 Romiley 119-5 (Shenton 35, Potter 31, Potts 2-18); Cheadle Hulme 101 (Creswell 22, Reeve 3-5, Hooton 2-14). 

Macclesfield (4 pts.) beat Cheadle by 6 wickets.

 Cheadle 124-3 (Cropper 35, Carswell 30); Macclesfield 128-4 (Baggs 33, Cowan 32).
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OVER 40s TABLES TO JUNE 4

West Division

P
W
T
C
L
Pts.

Upton


6
5
0
1
0
22

*Tattenhall Wreckers
5
5
0
0
0
20

Irby


6
4
0
0
2
16

Grappenhall

6
3
0
1
2
14

* Nantwich Cavaliers
5
3
0
1
1
14

Chester Boughton Hall
6
2
1
1
2
13

Barnton


6
1
1
1
3
9

Christleton

6
1
0
1
4
6

Davenham

6
0
0
1
5
2

Warrington

6
0
0
1
5
2

* Missing result card

East Division 1

P
W
C
L
Pts.

Poynton Legends

6
4
1
1
18

Bowdon


6
3
2
1
16

Marple


6
3
1
2
14

Urmston


6
3
1
2
14

Timperley

6
2
1
3
10

Toft


6
2
1
3
10

Alderley Edge Wizards
6
1
2
3
8

Mobberley

6
1
1
4
6

East Division 2

P
W
C
L
Total pts. divided by games played

Cheadle Hulme

6
4
1
1
3.00


Romiley


5
3
1
1
2.80

Macclesfield

5
3
0
2
2.40

Cheadle


6
3
1
2
2.33

Bowdon Vale

5
2
1
2
2.00

Sale


5
2
1
2
2.00

* Bramhall

4
1
1
2
1.50

Bredbury Saints

5
1
1
3
1.20

* Brooklands

5
0
1
4
0.40

* Missing result card.

Clubs in this division play an uneven number of fixtures. 

FIXTURES ON WEDNESDAY, JUNE 18th (6.15 p.m.)

 West Division: Chester BH v Irby; Davenham v Warrington; Grappenhall v Tattenhall Wreckers; Nantwich Cavaliers v Barnton; Upton v Christleton. 

 East Division 1: Bowdon v Timperley; Mobberley v Poynton Legends; Toft v Alderley Edge Wizards; Urmston v Timperley.  East Division 2: Bramhall v Cheadle Hulme; Bredbury Saints v Macclesfield; Cheadle v Sale; Romiley v Sale. Open: Brooklands. 

Cheshire Cup shocks

SHOCK result in the third round of the Cheshire Cup on Sunday was the 13 runs home win by the First Division’s bottom club Bollington against Premier League Urmston. Meanwhile, Cheadle went out to Stockport, Macclesfield lost to Elworth, Neston beat Premiership leaders Alderley Edge (with Oliver Newby), Warrington pulled out at Burnage and Bowdon earned a bye when Parkfield Liscard did the same.  

Results of games played on Sunday, June 15th

 Hollingworth 59 Northwich 62-0 (in 6.4 overs, M. Easter 35no); 

 Hyde 154 (C. Tipper 52, D. Berry 32, R. Halkon 3-32) Sale 116 (Jamal Benzaful 52, J. Ashley 5-19, D. Berry 3-20); 

 Burnage wo Warrington; 

 Nantwich 281-5 (R. Howell 109, M. Debrabender 51) Irby 104 (D. Mogg 3-30, R. Doyle 3-36); Bollington 195 (R. Hough 61, A. Palazzo 32) Urmston 182 (Z. Asif 47, T. Melvin 35, G. Wood 3-43); 

 Didsbury 230-6 (S. Stoneman 109, M. Slater 42) Grappenhall 158 (A. Brady 65, P. Sperring 5-30); 
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Cheshire Cup results continued:

 Alderley Edge 176 (A. Day 57, D. Leeming 54, C. Finegan 6-25) Neston 180-3 (B. Cooper 54, A. Murphy aged 16 53no, L. Dixon 41); 

 Widnes 280-8 (J. McCoy 114 off 78 balls, D. Naughton 36, H. Shaw 3-43)  Heaton Mersey 226-6 (M. Norbury 47, H Rashid 38, D. Moore 5-29); 

 Macclesfield 217-5 (T. Parfett 85no, K. Sawas 54) Elworth 221-6 (D. Palin 65, P. Davies 39, J. Hawley 3-46); 

 Cheadle 196-5 (G. Dixon 66) Stockport 197-5 (T. Facey 93).

 Re-arranged 3rd round dates:  Oulton Park v Davenham; Lymm OP v Wallasey (both Sunday, June 22); Bramhall v Toft (Sunday, June 29th).  

Draw for round 4 (Sunday, June 29th): Northwich v Hyde; Burnage v Nantwich; Oulton Park or Davenham v Bollington; Chester Boughton Hall v Bowdon; Bramhall or Toft v Didsbury (on later date); Neston v Widnes; Elworth v Brooklands; Stockport v Lymm OP or Wallasey. 

Draw for first round of the Cheshire Shield on Sunday, June 22nd :

 Winnington Park v Birkenhead Park; Middlewich v Lindow; Hawk Green v Oxton; Cheadle Hulme v Timperley; Bredbury v Crewe; Chester Co. Officers v Ashton on Mersey; Upton v Old Parkonians.

 Cheshire Cup and Shield information is provided by Competitions organiser Ian Greensmith. 

JUNE CRICKET COMMITTEE

Double- tonner Byrom is Player of Month

JUNE’s Cricket Committee meeting named Upton 5th XI batsman Gavin Byrom as winner of the sponsors’ Performance of the Month award for April / May.  Byrom hit a league record 209 not out against Heaton Mersey 3rd in a Sunday 3rd XI Division 1 game on Bank Holiday Monday. His first-ever century contained 36 fours and five sixes.

O A TOTAL of 31 overseas players were registered by the closing date of May 31: 10 in Premier League, 12 in Division One; nine in Division Two.  Three Contracted players registered: Simon Marshall (Alderley Edge) and Gareth Cross (Bowdon) are clear to continue after June 30; Oliver Newby (Alderley Edge) needs to play June 14, 21, 28 to remain eligible after that date.

O NO LATE finishes incurring points penalties took place during the period May 17 – June 7.

O LATE PHONING: Toft May 31.

O LATE SHEETS / CARDS: Heaton Mersey May 17; Timperley May 17; Tattenhall May 17; Bredbury Cup May 22; Bramhall Cup May 29; Timperley illegible result sheet May 31; Bredbury 40s May 20; Barnton 40s May 28; Alderley Edge 40s May 28; Poynton 40s May 28; Bowdon Vale 40s May 28; Alderley Edge 40s June 4; 

O NO SCORERS: Bramhall May 31; Cheadle May 31; Timperley May 24; Sale May 17.

O UMPIRES ASSESSMENTS CARDS: Sale May 17; Stockport Georgians May 17; Tattenhall May 17; Marple May 24; Middlewich May 24;

O BELOW STANDARD ground reports: Birkenhead scorebox; Bredbury umps room; Marple pitch.

O CHAIRMAN David Humpage had visited 32 out of 36 clubs in the League up to June 7th.  

O ECB are to introduce a national pitch assistance scheme for premiership clubs with up to £10,000 funding this season. League to register interest.
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O BOLLINGTON ground has had £150,000 expended by Macclesfield Borough Council and now in much better condition with improved pitch, new seats and practice nets and landscaping.

O LEAGUE hope to participate in ECB National Twenty20 Finals Day at Cardiff in September. Question about dates for regional play-offs.

O FOLLOWING Christleton 3rd XI’s resignation from Sunday Division 1, only the bottom club will be relegated in September.

O A THIRTY-seater coach has been booked to take League XI to Darlington for President’s Trophy quarter-final against North Yorks & South Durham League on Sunday, July 6th.  To depart Bowdon at 9.45 a.m.  Supporters welcome.  Team chosen and players notified, but returns awaited.

O CHESTER Boughton Hall given final warning only to use balls provided by league in league fixtures. .

O INSTRUCTION issued that players under 11 must not play in any level of league cricket without permission of Cricket Committee. One club who have been doing to be asked for explanation. 

O IN running for Division One title, Didsbury have not yet obtained Clubmark. League rules stipulate that no club may be promoted within the league without Clubmark.

O CLARIFICATION issued that clubs who bat maximum overs (55 or 60) and go on to win do not forfeit any doubled bonus points.

O GRAPPENHALL permitted to field bowler Jason Smith on Saturday, June 14th despite player being instructed to attend Cheshire Cricket Board HQ for remedial treatment to his action at the end of last season.  Smith must now attend Moss Farm for advice and video guidance. .

No Lord’s return for Cheshire

CHESHIRE lost by six wickets to Devon in the quarter-final of the Minor Counties Cup at Chester Boughton Hall on Sunday.

 Gaining revenge for a semi-final defeat last season,  when Cheshire went on to lose at Lord’s,  Devon dismissed their hosts for 178 (Danny Leech 45, Nathan Dumelow 41) and went on to win comfortably at 179-4.

VICTORY AT TROWBRIDGE

CHESHIRE began their defence of the Minor Counties championship when they beat Wiltshire by 132 runs, gaining 23 points against Wiltshire at Trowbridge from Sunday – Tuesday, June 8 – 11.

 Scores: Cheshire 349-5 (Warren Goodwin 103, Ben Spendlove 84 not out, Andy Hall 59, Danny Leech 53) and 191-8 dec. (Leech 126, Spendlove 60)

 Wiltshire 302-8 (Adam Syddall 6-93, Nathan Dumelow 2-86); and 208 ( Dumelow 4-55, Syddall 3-45, Chris Finegan 3-44).

 Cheshire are to meet Wales at Chester Boughton Hall in their first championship home fixture from Sunday – Tuesday, June 22 – 24. 

 Cheshire A play Yorkshire Academy at Middlewich on Tuesday, Wednesday, June 17th – 18th (11 a.m. daily)

Board Under 19 name 12

CHESHIRE Cricket Board have named a team containing three players each from Heaton Mersey and Oulton Park for their first Under 19 inter-county match against Warwickshire at Grappenhall on Tuesday, June 24th , 12 a side, 11 to bat and field, 50 overs each (11 a.m.).  Team:

 Rick Moore captain (Christleton), David Hurst (Neston), Mark Bennett, Adam Catlow, Hassan Rashid (Heaton Mersey), Louis Bentley, Craig Williamson, Jonny Kettle (Oulton Park), Tom Gledhill (Middlewich), Mark Newman (Irby), Pat Roberts (Toft) wicket-keeper, Khalid Sawas (Macclesfield). Team manager is Steve Amison.

 Cheshire’s scheduled game against the Isle of Man Under 21s in August has been cancelled as the Manx team are unable to tour. 
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Death of Andrew McAlpine

THE death has occurred after a long illness of Poynton cricketer Andrew McAlpine after contracting leukaemia several years ago.

 Andrew, 28, who captained Poynton 2nd to promotion in 2007 and played many 1st XI games, has not appeared this season due to his treatment.

 Says club captain Steve Mobley: “Andrew put up a brave fight against his disease and his family were very proud of him”.  

June 7th postscript

THERE are continuing problems with the transcription of telephoned results. An appeal is made to clubs – notably Burnage, Irby, Urmston and Oxton - to speak more slowly and clearly, to repeat any unusual names and give first names where possible.

 Several messages on June 7th gave the wrong team total (i.e. the total without the addition of extras). 

Some result sheets failed to list the names of players who did not bat.  It is essential that the names of all players who participate in a match are given.. 

 Some umpires and captains are not checking that the names of the scorers are entered in the relevant box.  Clubs are fined £15 for failing to report the name of a scorer.

 The result and brief highlights of all Twenty20 games should be telephoned ASAP after close of play to 01606 883715, plus the result sheet later by fax/post.  This sheet does not need to contain umpires’ ground assessments. 

  June 7th Umpires assessment cards which did not reach coordinator Ken Spilsbury were from Grappenhall and Middlewich. 

 and finally ……

A MAN came home from work one summer evening to be greeted at the front door by his wife in a very sexy nightie. 

  “Tie me up”, she purred “and you can do anything you want”.

  So he tied her up - and went golfing. 

Some clubs are still failing to display the weekly Newsletter on their noticeboards.

They are respectfully requested to do so in order to give as many members

as possible information about League activities 

Mike.t-b@virgin.net: June 16 / 08

