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Widnes overhaul Oulton’s 305-7 dec.

HAMMERING 311-8 to win a high-scoring game at Oulton Park, Widnes’ batsmen were the star turns of a bright and sunny opening day in the ECB Premier Division.

 Skipper Nathan Dumelow (141) and his Cheshire colleague Danny Leech (68) enjoyed a fourth wicket stand worth 120 as Oulton went on to declare at a daunting 305-7 in 55 overs.  Tony Hurdley took 3-39 while debutant Ata ur Rehman a former Pakistan Test paceman, conceded 105 runs for his two wickets.

 Widnes’ reply began like a house on fire with James McCoy (84) and Hurdley (32) putting on 93 in 12 overs.  Although Zia ur Rehman, also on debut, scored 52, Widnes collapsed in the face of accurate bowling from Roger Taylor whose took four wickets (eventually for 57) to reduce the visitors to 230-8. That’s when Tom Evans came in to join a third player making his Widnes debut in Paul Roberts, a former Haydock junior. He produced a wide array of big shots in an unbroken ninth wicket partnership of 81 which took his side past the post with eight balls remaining to claim 20 points to Park’s 14.

 Said umpires Ian Greensmith and Ged Kinsey: “That was a wonderful game played in great spirit.  What a start to the season!”

  In another high-scoring game, champions Alderley Edge made a winning start by outbatting newly-promoted Oxton at Moss Lane. The teams had earlier observed two minutes’ silence as a token of respect for former Alderley captain Roger Pearman, who died during the week aged 66.

 Oxton declared at a handsome 223-8, Neil Cross quickly finding his feet after two years teaching in New Zealand.  He scored 89 in a third wicket stand of 153 with Chris Davies (76).  Lancashire paceman Oliver Newby took 2-29 off 11 tight overs.

 Top premiership batsman in 2008 with 917 runs, Mark Currie took up where he left off with a fine 104 while Sohail Rauf marked his return from India with  89 as the pair added 191 for the second wicket and their side coasted home by seven wickets with 12 overs to spare.

Steve Cheetham 6-23 on Bowdon debut

 Lancashire paceman Steven Cheetham claimed a spectacular 6-23 on debut for Bowdon as promoted Didsbury were beaten in a much lower-scoring game on a good South Downs road pitch which rated a high umpires’ mark.  Paul Slattery, 34 top-scored in Didsbury’s modest 132, which looked a fair score when Bowdon wickets tumbled after tea.  Jamie Maltman took 3-47 and Dan Parisi 3-53 to give their side a chance before a match-winning 64 not out from another Old Trafford staffman, Gareth Cross carried Bowdon home by three wickets.

 Recently retired New Zealand Test all-rounder Lou Vincent helped his new Nantwich teammates beat Macclesfield by seven wickets at Whitehouse Lane.  Macc were dismissed for the day’s lowest total, 121, as Vincent took 4-29 and Jamie Warrington 3-53, only Tom Parfitt (31) showing much resistance.  After tea, Vincent gave glimpses of his old Kiwi and Lancashire form before being dismissed by Ian Tait for 34, while Ray Doyle was unbeaten on 33 as the Dabbers closed on 124-3.

 Cheshire left-hander James Duffy, 102 not out and Lancashire Academy player Chris Tipper, 60, put Toft’s bowlers to the sword at Werneth Low, replying with 218-4 to Toft’s 215-8 declared , Pat Roberts 59, Ed Stubbs 40.  Hyde’s Danny Cramner took 3-32 and new Aussie paceman Sam Scammell 3-68 for Hyde.

 The only draw saw Neston shade the honours 14 – 9 at Chester Boughton Hall after the Parkgate men posted 185 – after being 152-3 - David Hurst top-scoring with 83 on his return from a season in Australia grade and new skipper Jack Smith 54.  For Chester, old war horse Alex Kegg took 5-42 and Warren Goodwin 3-25, but Lancashire Academy fast bowler Chris Connolly was quickly withdrawn on debut. Matt Griffiths claimed four stumpings taking over from Steve Ogilby, now at Nantwich. 

 Boughton Hall fell six runs short of victory in reply at 180-8, Jack Yates 68 not out.
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DIVISION ONE

Irby only promoted winners

OF the six promoted clubs, Irby were the opening day’s only winners – by five wickets in a low-scoring First Division game on the ground of Wirral rivals Upton.

 Ian Linwood’s team were bowled out for 75 in 37 overs, Ian Sharrock 41, J. Hurworth 3-10, new skipper Steven Hurworth 3-14. The reigning Division Two champions, Irby also found run-scoring difficult and lost five for 79, Linwood 2-16.

 Also promoted, Grappenhall lost by seven wickets at Poynton who made light of the loss of more than half last season’s team. Grappers mustered only 169, Liam Parkinson 35, then Brian Kingham was quickly into last season’s form with a solid 79, aided by 56 from Nafees Din.  The umpires noted  with pleasure that Grappenhall bowled 22 overs in the first hour and 20 in the second. 

 Closest game of the day was at Stockport road where Timperley beat demoted Urmston by one run to pocket 25 points.  Timperley scored 139 (new skipper Mike Bishop a commanding 89, Colin Grindley 4-28) and Urmston fell just short at 138, Colin Grindey 39, new Aussie paceman Matthew Wilkie 5-45, Chris Page 3-321.

 Also demoted Bramhall were too good for Warrington, winning by 45 runs at Church Lane where groundsman Richard Cragg presented a top-class pitch after unseasonably fine spring weather.  It was much to the liking of new skipper Nick Cantello who smote 94 and with 53 from ex-Poynton all-rounder Damien Stringer, Bramhall posted 218-8, Aussie Steven Carlile 4-65 on debut.  Warrington were all out for 173, top-scorer Richard Heaney, 66, while Stringer took 5-34 and Aussie debutant Kieron O’Connor 4-50.

 The other two games were drawn, Heston Mersey having the better (12 pts to 8) of their home game against Cheadle, unearthing a top-class Indian all-rounder in Syed Shababuddin.   He contributed an unbeaten 46 and Mark Bennett 62 to Mersey’s 177-7 (Rick Malook 4-52), to which Cheadle replied with 138-8, Aussie Grant Chessari 56, Shababuddin claiming an impressive 6-43.

 Cheadle Hulme edged the points 15-8 at Christleton, who have lost several key players.  Hulme declared on 188-9, Sean Young 4-90 and Christleton reached 136-9, Iroshan de Silva 53, Ewan McCray 4-28.

DIVISION TWO

Brooklands beaten at Sale

UNBEATEN in 2008 when they waltzed the Meller Braggins Cheshire League title, Brooklands came down to earth with a bump when they lost their opening Division Two fixture by five wickets at neighbours Sale on their return to the “big time”. 

  John Birchall, who topped the MBCCL averages last season, cracked a magnificent 117 to help Brooklands declare on 185-6, Rick Halkon 4-31. But Sale were up for it and won comfortably at 186-5, John Taylor 71, H. Khan 51 not out.

  Oakmere came a cropper at Bollington in their first-ever game in the League, losing by 10 wickets.

Oakmere’s batsmen struggled against accuracy of Mo Ali and were all out for 47 in 24 overs, only Peter Yearsley (25) and Paul Guilford (14) reaching double figures. Seven other batsmen failed to score as Ali (5-17) and Tom Cullen (3-10) went through them.  Bolly openers Martyn Knight (34) and Calum Rowe (9) knocked off the runs inside 10 overs and the game ended at 3.25 p.m. Oakmere – it can only get better!

 Teenager Joe Cash top-scored with 91 and skipper James Crisall 51 as Marple ran up an impressive 202-7 at Mobberley, S. Kahn 3-53, Steve Spiteri 3-62.  Mobberley were bowled out for 90, L. Jones 33, Andy Greasley 4-14 and Aussie all-rounder Dominic Michael – of whom much more will be heard – 4-27. 

 Stockport Georgians also scored 202-7 (Adam Gaskarth 67, Mark Vincent 53) at Middlewich, but that was not enough, the Haddon Field men replying with 206-4, new skipper James Cornford 65 and Steven Parry 56 enjoying a century third wicket stand.

 Burnage lost by three wickets at Tattenhall after mustering a modest 141, Sayed Nadeem 63, Gary Forster returning 6-28 off 19 accurate overs.  With John Gibbon carrying his bat for a splendid 81, Tattenhall homed in at 142-7, J. Rashid 3-52.

 There was low scoring at demoted Birkenhead Park where Bredbury St. Mark’s were bowled out for 112, Chris Wood 31, Alistair Cairns 5-29. Park crawled to 95-9 in reply, Ian Platt 33, Chris Wood 4-17, Paul Wood 4-25.  Seven points each. 
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SATURDAY’S SCORELINES

ECB Premier League

ALDERLEY EDGE (won toss) v OXTON

 Oxton 223-5 dec. (55 overs: N. Cross 89, C. Davies 56, third wicket stand of 153, O. Newby 2-29); 

Alderley Edge 224-3 (43 overs: M. Currie 104, S. Rauf 89, second wicket stand of 191, A. Birley 2-43).

 Alderley Edge (20 pts.) beat Oxton (11 pts.) by 7 wickets. 

BOWDON v DIDSBURY (won toss).

 Didsbury 132 (P. Slattery 34, S. Cheetham 6-23, A. Syddall 2-32);

 Bowdon 135-7 (G. Cross 64no, J. Maltman 3-47, D. Harris 3-53).

 Bowdon (25 pts.) beat Didsbury (8 pts.) by 3 wickets.

CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL v NESTON (won toss)

 Neston 185 (55 overs: D. Hurst 83, J. Smith 54, A. Kegg 5-42, W. Goodwin 3-25, M. Griffiths 4 stumpings);

 Chester Boughton Hall 180-8 (55 overs: J. Yates 68no).

 Match drawn: Neston 14 pts. Chester Boughton Hall 9 pts.

HYDE (won toss) v TOFT

 Toft 215-8 dec. (55 overs: P. Roberts 59, E. Stubbs 40, D. Cranmer 3-32, S. Scammell 3-68);

 Hyde 218-4 (48 overs: J. Duffy 102no, C. Tipper 60, R. Kitzinger 2-52).

 Hyde (20 pts.) beat Toft (10 pts.) by 6 wickets. 

NANTWICH (won toss) v MACCLESFIELD

 Macclesfield 121 (52 overs: T. Parfitt 31, L. Vincent 4-29, J. Warrington 3-53);

 Nantwich 124-3 (31 overs: L. Vincent 34, R. Doyle 33no, I. Tait 2-48).

 Nantwich (20 pts.) beat Macclesfield (4 pts.) by 7 wickets.

OULTON PARK v WIDNES (won toss)

 Oulton Park 305-7 dec. (55 overs: N. Dumelow 141, D. Leech 68: 120 for fourth wicket, T. Hurdley 3-49, G. Dyson 2-39);

 Widnes 311-8 (53.4 overs: P. Roberts 85no, J. McCoy 84, Z. ur Rehman 52, T. Hurdley 32, R. Taylor 4-57, C. Williamson 3-79).

 Widnes (20 pts.) beat Oulton Park (214 pts.) by 2 wickets. 

BEST OF WEEK:

 Batting: N. Dumelow (Oulton Park) 141 v Widnes. 

 Bowling: c Steve Cheetham (Bowdon) 6-23 v Didsbury on debut

 All-rounder: o Lou Vincent (Nantwich) 34 and 4-29 v Macclesfield on debut

First Division

BRAMHALL (won toss) v WARRINGTON

 Bramhall 218-8 dec. (50 overs: N. Cantello 94, D. Stringer 53, S. Carlile 4-65);

 Warrington 173 (47 overs: R. Heaney 66, D. Stringer 5-34, K. O’Connor 4-50).

 Bramhall (25 pts.) beat Warrington (8 pts.) by 45 runs.

CHRISTLETON (won toss) v CHEADLE HULME

 Cheadle Hulme 189-8 dec. (50 overs):  A. Wilde 48, S. Young 4-90, I. De Silva 3-33);

 Christleton 136-9 (50 overs: I. De Silva 53, E. McCray 4-28).

 Match drawn: Cheadle Hulme 15 pts. Christleton 8.

HEATON MERSEY v CHEADLE won toss)

 Heaton Mersey 177-7 dec. (50 overs: M. Bennett 62, S., Shahabuddin 46no, R Malook 4-52);

 Cheadle 138-8 (50 overs: G. Chessari 56, S. Shahabuddin 6-43).

 Match drawn: Heaton Mersey 12 pts. Cheadle 8.
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POYNTON (won toss) v GRAPPENHALL

 Grappenhall 169 (47 overs: L. Partington 35, R. Green 33, L.Guthridge 3-29);

 Poynton 173-3 (46 overs: B. Kingham 79, N. Din 56).

 Poynton (20 pts.) beat Grappenhall (8 pts.) by 7 wickets. 

TIMPERLEY v URMSTON (won toss)

 Timperley 139 (43 overs: M. Bishop 89, C. Grindley 4-28, G. Saunders 3-31);

 Urmston 138 (40 overs: C. Grindley 39, M. Wilkie 5-45, C. Page 3-32).

 Timperley (25 pts.) beat Urmston (7 pts.) by 1 run. 

UPTON (won toss) v IRBY

 Upton 75 (37 overs: I. Sharrock 41, J. Hurworth 3-10, S. Hurworth 3-14);

 Irby 79-5 (36 overs: P. Rennie 21, I. Linwood 2-16).

 Irby (25 pts.) beat Upton (3 pts.) by 5 wickets. 

BEST OF WEEK:

 Batting: N. Cantello (Bramhall) 94 v Warrington

 Bowling: Syed Shahabudduin (Heaton Mersey) 6-43 v Cheadle.

 All-rounder: Syed Shahabuddin (Heaton Mersey) 46no and 6-43 v Cheadle on debut 

Second Division

BOLLINGTON (won toss) v OAKMERE

 Oakmere 47 (24 overs: Mo Ali 5-17); Bollington 51-0 (12 overs: M. Knight 34no).

 Bollington (20 pts.) beat Oakmere (0 pts.) by 10 wickets. 

BIRKENHEAD PARK(won toss) v BREDBURY ST. MARK’s

 Bredbury St. Mark’s 112 (54 overs: C. Wood 31, A. Cairns 5-29);

 Birkenhead Park 95-9 (46 overs: I. Platt 33, C. Wood 4-17, P. Wood 4-25).

 Match drawn: Birkenhead Park 7 pts. Bredbury St. Mark’s 7 pts.

MIDDLEWICH (won toss) v STOCKPORT GEORGIANS

 Stockport Georgians 202-7 dec. (50 overs: A. Gaskarth 67, M. Vincent 53);

 Middlewich 206-4 (49.1 overs: J. Cornford 65, S. Parry 56: 100 third wicket partnership).

 Middlewich (20 pts.) beat Stockport Georgians (10 pts.) by 6 wickets.

MOBBERLEY v MARPLE (won toss).

 Marple 202-7 dec. (50 overs: J. Cash 92, J. Crisall 51, S. Kahn 3-52, S. Spiteri 3-62);

 Mobberley 90 (L Jones 33, A. Greasley 4-14, D. Michael 4-27).

 Marple (20 pts.) beat Mobberley (4 pts.) by 112 runs.

SALE (won toss) v BROOKLANDS

 Brooklands 185-6 dec. (50 overs: J. Birchall 117, E. Woodidge 31, R. Halkon 4-31);

 Sale 186-5 (48 overs: J. Taylor 71, H. Kahn 57no, J. Birchall 2-43).

 Sale (20 pts.) beat Brooklands (11 pts.) by 5 wickets.

TATTENHALL v BURNAGE (won toss)

 Burnage 141 (49 overs: S. Nadeem 63, Khorran 37, G. Forster 6-28);

 Tattenhall 142-7 (47 overs: J. Gibbon 81no, P. Rashid 3-53).

 Tattenhall (25 pts.) beat Burnage (8 pts.) by 3 wickets.

BEST OF WEEK:

 Batting: John Birchall (Brooklands) 117 v Sale;

 Bowling: Gary Forster (Tattenhall) 6-28 v Burnage.

 All-round: C. Wood (Bredbury St. Mark’s) 31 and 4-17 v Birkenhead Park. 
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Death of Roger Pearman

THE death has occurred aged 66 of Roger Pearman, one of the finest batsmen to play in the Cheshire County League when he captained Alderley Edge from 1975 –76 and later until 1981.

 A former Hornsey, Bedfordshire and Middlesex player, Roger moved north when he was appointed manager of Office Cleaning Services based in Manchester in 1974. He joined Alderley Edge on the recommendation of his close friend and former Hornsey colleague Pat Kelly and went on to steer the club to the first League championship in 1975. He scored a total of 4,405 runs in six seasons, in 1976 becoming the first batsman to score 1,000 runs (1,063 at 70.80). He also captained the League representative team in the President’s Trophy and appeared for Cheshire from 1974 – 77.

 Roger went on to become Chief Executive of Derbyshire CCC from 1981-86, then became licensee of a public house on the outskirts of the city.  His brother Hugh also played for Middlesex.

 The flags at Alderley Edge are flying at half-mast  . 

 The funeral is on Friday, April 24th at Markeaton Crematorium, Markeaton Lane, Derby DE22 4NH at 1.20 p.m.

Urmston president Graham Swann (96) dies

A MAN who served the Urmston club in various capacities for 80 years has died aged 96.

 He was the president and former chairman and 1st XI captain W. Graham Swann, after whom the club pavilion was named.  The splendid UCC yearbook just published carries a picture and short eulogy. 

 His son Paul, the current UCC chairman, paid tribute to his father’s loyal service at the funeral on Monday, April 13th. 

 MTB writes: I used to watch WG when he played in the same team as my late father, Frederick, for the Royal Army Pay Corps in the Bolton Association during the war.  He was one of the best club batsmen I ever saw and could hardlyl fail with such auspicious initials. 

Earlier starts on Saturday, June 6?

STARTING times in League fixtures scheduled for Saturday, June 6 can be brought forward by mutual agreement to help travel plans for players selected for Cheshire against Cornwall at Falmouth starting the next day.

 Clubs who wish to take advantage of this concession should contact the Fixture Secretary. 

o LEAGUE grants of up to £60 are available for clubs whose members pass Level Two coaching exams.  Applications should be made to Secretary Geoff Wellsteed. 

 . 

71 on umpires’ lists

THERE are 71 umpires on the League panels in 2009, comprising 55 on the full list and 16 supplementaries,  it was reported at the pre-season meeting at Timperley on Tuesday, April 14th. 

Newcomers include Ian Ramage, Jim Whitehead, Barrie Burns, Tom Park, Saghir Parkar and Liam Sires, while Peter Bolger, Ken Simpson and John Noble rejoin.  Ian Ramage stood in several  ICC World Cup qualifiers in South Africa in early-April.  Retirements have been tendered by Brian Hunter and John Coakley. 

 New Appointments secretary Jon Hacking, who takes over from Rick Davis, reports four umpires on stand-by on April 18th; none on April 25th and May 2; two short on May 9th and May 16th.
 The annual dinner at La Boheme Restaurant, Heatly, near Lymm on Friday, April 24th has had only 17 bookings.

 There is no change in umpres’ expenses in 2009: Premier League £33; First and Second Divisions £30; T/20 Cup £20; Cheshire Cup & Shield £30.

 There are 184 members of the new ECB ACO based in Cheshire.

 It was agreed that traditional dress should continue to be used by all umpires, comprising white coats, white shirts and dark trousers, with a tie to be worn at all times unless it was very hot. .  A new ECB approved blouson costing £33 is available.

 The Association has a balance of £293 before the season’s subscriptions, which remain at £5, says treasurer Bob Abel. 

 Organiser John Lofthouse prefers e-mail messages when reporting points for the Fair Play table.

 It was agreed to adopt a new ECB recommended system of pitch quality reports on all 1st XI result sheets in 2009.  This will comprise five categories: 5 (very good); 4 (good); 3 (above average); 2 (below average); 1 (poor) and 0 (unfit).
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Are you worth an OSCA?

NOMINATIONS from within Cheshire for the 2009 OSCA (Outstanding Service to Cricket Awards) presentations at Lord’s on October 5th should be sent to Cheshire Board secretary David Sharp by July 27th by e-mail on sharp@ashdale6.freeserve.co.uk

Paul Lake physio clinic

FORMER Manchester City footballer Paul Lake, whose playing career was ended by a severe leg injury and is now a fully-qualified chartered physiotherapist, is to set up a clinic in Alderley Edge Village – not at the cricket club as previously stated.. 

In brief ……………

o PREMIER League clubs are reminded that they must register all their players on the ECB play-cricket.com website.  Home teams must also post scorecards on the website within 72 hours.

o ITV will not be carrying cricket fixtures and results on their teletext service during the 2009 season as an economy measure.

o WOMEN and girl players in the Cheshire Women’s Cricket League will be allowed to play for different clubs in County League senior and junior cricket.

o BOWDON have been experiencing problems with the pavilion end sightscreen at South Downs Road and have had to effect hasty repairs for early-season matches.

o ADDRESS of the Mellor ground on which the Marple/Mellor Saturday 3rd XI team will he playing home games this season is Longhurst Lane ,…………….

 o FIVE associate member clubs who did not attend the pre-season management meeting at Warrington have had their handbooks, results sheets etc. posted (at considerable expense). They were Barnton, Congleton, New Brighton, Prestbury and Stretton.

o A REMINDER: all Sunday 3rd XI cricket this season is of 90 overs’ duration.

o THE League have paid out £780 to cover the expenses of club members who have passed their Level 2 coaching examinations.

HANDBOOK CHANGES

THE following alterations to the handbook should be noted.  Please alter your copy now:

 Page 9: Cricket committee member Chris Finegan e-mail address is chris.finegan@novartis.com

 Page 10.  The vacancy on the Cricket committee has been filled by Harry Sharrock, 17, Prestbury, Avenue, Oxton, Wirral CH43 0UE. Tels. 0151 608 5683 (h); 07752 579980 (m). E-mail: Haroldsharrock@btinternet.com

 Page 11: In fourth paragraph of Jack Gardner’s obituary the Tom referred to is Tom Mather.

 Page 134:  New secretary of Alderley Edge is Kate Branagan, 35, Finney Drive, Wilmslow SK9 2ES. Tels. 01625 540 582 (h); 07903 419 7126 (m). E-mail: Kjbranagan@aol.com
Page 134: Alderley Edge 3rd XI captain is Nav Ahmed, mobile tel. 07976 295 943. 

Page 134: New Alderley Edge Over 40s contact is Matthew Cheetham, Carn Brae, Upcast Lane, Alderley Edge SK9 7SE. Tels. 01625 585 988 (h); 07785 333 258 (m). E-mail: matthew.cheetham@btinternet.com

 Page 135: Birkenhead Park website address is birkenheadparkcc.co.uk

  Page 148. Directions to Mellor C.C. for Marple/Mellor 3rd XI Saturday home fixtures: Instead of turning into Bowden Lane, proceed to traffic lights, then turn left for Marple Bridge.  Continue for one mile to next lights, with Norfolk pub in front of you, then go right into Mellor. Continue for 1 to 1.5 miles to Royal Oak pub on right and ground is 500 yards on left. 

 Page 173: Delete umpires John Coakley and Brian Hunter, who have retired from list.

 Page 174: add to list: Ian Ramage, tel. 07818 252 818; Jim Whitehead, tel. 01625 260 159 (h); 07810 528 103 (m).

 Page 175: Umpires’ AGM is on Tuesday, November 24th, 2009.

 Page 215: Delete Stockport Georgians from 2nd XI Cup draw.  Oxton have bye.

 Page 252: Playing regulation 9=(a) should read: The following players will be deemed ineligible to play in 3rd XI cricket that weekend:

Page 265. Under sub-heading UNINTERRUPTED GAMES, second paragraph  should read:  In 3rd XI Saturday Division 2 and all Sunday 3rd XI cricket, batting bonus points etc. 
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FOR PRESS: UPDATED TEAM NEWS

ALDERLEY EDGE: Club chairman Clive Elliott denies rumours that his club intend to engage former West Indies Test star  Brian Lara, commenting: “There is no way we could afford him”, adding “he wouldn’t  get into our top four anyway!”.

 Kate Branagan, daughter of late League Umpires Association secretary Eddie Howard, has taken over as Alderley secretary.  Kate lives at 35, Finney Drive, Wilmslow SK9 2ES. Tels. 01625 540 582 (h); 07903 419 716 (m). E-mail: KJBranagan@aol.com 

 Successful double-winning skipper Mark Walker continues but loses all-rounder Simon Marshall who is to play for  Saddleworth League club Bamford Fieldhouse.  Lancashire paceman Oliver Newby returns with the hope of being available more regularly. 

 Top winter recruit is Bowdon all-rounder Richard Wilkinson, while wicket-keeper Adam Worrall arrives from the Bolton League to replace Simon Elliott, now studying in London and planning to play for Richmond in the Middlesex County League.  

BIRKENHEAD PARK:  Tommy Hunter takes over from the departing Andy Gibson as captain, with Mark Evans leading the twos and new joint captains of the thirds in Chaitana Gadepalli and David Wightman.   

BREDBURY ST. MARK’s.  Paul Wood becomes club captain in succession to brother Chris while Darren Evans continues to lead the twos. 

BROOKLANDS: Not surprisingly after such a successful promotion season, there are no changes in officers or in the first three captaincy positions. Dave Madden leads the 1st XI back into the league.  Tony Price will skipper the Over 40s

BOLLINGTON: Rick Hough continues as captain following the club’s relegation to Division Two, but will hand over the reins to Martyn Knight for the first five weeks of the new season due to Varsity commitments. Tim Kiernan leads the new Over 40s team. Veteran Gary Wood has stood down from 1st XI cricket for the second time.

 Former Bolly player Nasir Khalid has joined Derbyshire County League club Rolls Royce, but incomers are Tom Gower after scoring 3,000 runs in the past five seasons for Crewe and  St. Andrews University captain Tom Cullen. 

Bowdon open second ground

 Thanks to an ECB grant, the club’s second ground opens and will become the home of the new women’s team. Antony Crozier succeeds Steven Bramhall as 1st XI captain.  Lancashire paceman Steven Cheetham joins  Old Trafford colleague Gareth Cross at South Downs Road as wicket-keeper Steve Bramhall looks forward to his 19th season of 1st XCI cricket. 

 New groundsman Peter Marron, the former Old Trafford curator, has been hard at work throughout the spring and visiting teams can expect to see a marked improvement in the square’s early-season performance. 

BRAMHALL: Peter Babbage continues to recover from illness and has not only become President but is to captain the newly-formed 4th XI.  Peter Lawson takes over the chair.   

 Stockport County fanatic Nick Cantello replaces Andy Hall as 1st XI captain. 

 All-rounder Damien Stringer arrives from neighbouring Poynton. 

BURNAGE:  Sajid Mahmood captains the 1st XI. Gary Ramsay remains the key figure at Mauldeth Road, occupying the posts of Cricket chairman, Cricket secretary, Treasurer, Fixture secretary and Joint Child Welfare Officer. 

CHEADLE:  Jonny Reeh succeeds Simon Hall as 1st XI skipper. Jack Poulton leads the twos and Andy Taylor the threes

CHEADLE HULME.  Ewan McCray continues to captain the 1st XI and also takes charge of ground duties. Andy Hardy steps down as 2nd XI leader in favour of James Locke, while Bob Worsley takes on the 3rd XI Saturday leadership.  
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CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL.  Jim Gillson takes over from Steve Ogilby as captain, with Andy Roberts leading the 2nd XI.  Long-serving spin bowler Robin Fisher  returns to former club Alvanley.

CHRISTLETON. Paul Allen continues as 1st XI captain, while Steve Jackson is to lead the twos, 

Bryan Jones the revived thirds and Steve Johnson the Over 40s. Danny Ahmed arrives after five seasons at Tattenhall. 

 Sri Lankan star Iroshan de Silva plays as an overseas exempt, having lived in North Wales for more than two years. 

Didsbury winter signings
Among winter signings is swing bowler Simon Turner, who spent seven seasons at Poynton, taking 238 wickets.  Also joining from Poynton are left-arm spinner Jamie Maltman and batsman Paul Slattery, while Greg Dixon signs in from Cheadle. 

 Former Devon and Cheshire all-rounder Stuart Stoneman stands down from 1st XI cricket, but will continue playing in the seconds. .

GRAPPENHALL.  Promoted to the First Division, Grappers have elected long-serving Harry Bramhall as President.   Lancashire Academy coach Steve Titchard continues as captain. 

HEATON MERSEY.  Following their relegation from the premiership, the Heatons club have appointed 18 year-old batsman Mark Bennett as 1st XI captain, succeeding Dave Fitzsimmons.  A Lancashire Academician now at Loughborough University, Mark will work alongside former club captain Tim Humpage, who takes on the new post of  1st XI team manager.  

HYDE:  Continuing as groundsman, Peter Hardman has been elected Chairman in succession to John Ashley, while James Duffy and Steve White continue to lead the 1st and 2nd XIs respectively.  

 Chris Tipper returned early from Australian grade cricket to enter the Lancashire Academy.  Chris came to the fore through Lancashire Under 19s last summer.  

 Opening bat Tom Twiney arrives from Ti perley, while former skipper Dave Fitzsimmons returns. 

IRBY.  Steve Hurworth becomes the youngest 1st XI captain. He takes over from Ben Thomas who piloted the 2008 promotion-winning campaign. 

MACCLESFIELD:  While they study plans to move to a new ground, by 2010 or 2011, this will be a busy year off the field, believes re-elected skipper Barney Cutbill. 

James Hawley has enjoyed a successful season playing for Australian grade club Casey-South Melbourne, finishing top 2nd XI wicket – taker.  He has also enjoyed net practice at the MCG against players from Victoria, West Australia and NSW.

New Lancashire and former England coach Peter Moores  promises to turn out for his former club’s Over 40s when available. 

MIDDLEWICH:  Head of the increasingly successful sports equipment company Fusion Sports, James Cornford will be club captain for the first time.

MOBBERLEY: Once their Australian overseas player, now UK based, off-spinner Steve Spiteri becomes 1st XI captain from Arfan Hussain.  New league sponsor Tim O’Shea, the head of Chapel Press, takes over the second XI helm.   

NANTWICH:  Former New Zealand Test batsman Lou Vincent, now retired from first-class cricket, has been settling in well with his new team mates at pre-season nets.  “We’re expecting great things from Lou”, says re-elected skipper Andy Newton. 

 Other key captures are Crewe batsman Martin Dawson and long-serving Chester Boughton Hall wicket-keeper Steve Ogilby. 

 Ben Mogg replaces Wayne Morgan as Nantwich 2nd XI skipper and Stewart McLeod becomes 3rd XI captain in place of Neil Forster, who leads the Forties. 

  Ollie Sadler (as professional) and brothers Chris and Paul Hampshire have moved into the North Staffs.League Third Division with neighbouring Alsager. 
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NESTON.  Completion date for the ambitious £750,000 pavilion re-building project is May 22nd.  High profile matches to celebrate their fine new structure are against MCC and an Old England XI. 

 Former Australian Overseas, now UK-based batsman Jack Smith takes over the captaincy from Stan Clifford, with Graham Lea-Swain succeeding Jamie Escott i/c the seconds.  Russ Thompson steps up from the fourths to lead the 3rd XI to be replaced by Peter Carter, while Neston’s new Over 40s team will be led by Don Hurst,

  Star teenage batsman David Hurst has been playing for Swan Athletic Club in Perth grade cricket. 

 Andrew Clarke, 17, has entered the MCC Young Cricketers Academy at Lord’s and will not be regularly available for the club.   

 Neston beat Wallasey in an early-pre-season friendly when new Lancashire staffman Adrian Shankar scored 121.  Shankar is to play at Parkgate as a county contracted player. 

OAKMERE.  The League’s newest club are hoping to bolster their 1st XI squad with several acquisitions.  A non-starter in 2009 will be former Oulton Park and Cheshire all-rounder Stewart Eaton, who has moved to work in London.  Stewart’s brother Ian continues to lead and has persuaded former favourite Paul Guilford to come out of retirement.  New recruit is Winnington Park all-rounder Tom Pilling. 

OULTON PARK.    Teenage batsman Jonny Kettle, currently studying at Liverpool University, has been admitted to the Lancashire Academy.  Says chairman George Taylor: “Jonny deserves the honour.  He played grade cricket in Australia last winter and returned a much-improved player and batted consistently well for us and made the Cheshire team. We believe he can make it to first class cricket”.

 Nathan Dumelow continues as 1st XI captain, while Roger Thompson takes over as 2nd XI captain and Peter Hartwell is to lead the thirds. 

 Rick Moore returns from Christleton and Nick James from Nantwich;  Jonny Guest takes a year off. 

Neil Cross back at Oxton
Delighted skipper Andy Birley reports that Neil Cross is returning from his teaching post in New Zealand for family reasons to boost their promotion season in the Premier League. The Dixon brothers  Lee (from Neston) and Ross (Upton) are re-united at Townfield Lane and opening batsman Andy Gibson arrives from neighbours  Birkenhead Park. 

POYNTON.   Steve Mobley stands down after a successful period as club captain to be succeeded by Paul Gould. .

 Steve Douglas has been appointed senior coach while Tony Hutter returns in the capacity of Performance Director.  

 Poynton all-rounder David Watkins has retired due to a chronic knee injury. One of the club’s finest players, David played 21 seasons in the 1st XI scoring more than 6,000 runs and taking over 600 wickets. 

SALE.  Jamal Benzafar becomes 1st XI captain in succession to Mike Halkon, while Matt Millward takes over from brother Andy in charge of the 2nd team and John O’Donnell steps up as secretary and League rep. 

  Sale newcomers in 2009 include Hasan Khan, an all-rounder from Lowerhouse in the Central Lancashire League, who has played first-class cricket for Multan in his native Pakistan, also  Chris Canning, a wicket-keeper/batsman from Wythenshawe and Lancashire Under 19s and Ryan Guest ex-Charlesworth & Chisworth in the Derbyshire & Cheshire League. 

 The League’s Young Player of the Year Danny Halkon has played for Wonga Park in Western Australian grade cricket during the winter. 

 The Over 40s have adopted the suffix Silverbacks 

 Chairman Rob Moore is negotiating with Brooklands/Sale Moor for the use of their ground for the newly-formed 4th XI as club membership booms. 

STOCKPORT GEORGIANS:  New boys include former 1st XI captain Nick Tyers, Rick Barrow, ex-Notts University player John Baines and Rick Seymour.
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TATTENHALL: Melvin Dobson continues as player-chairman, and welcomes Jeremy Casey from Winnington Park. Other new players include Max Perry from North Ferriby in the East Yorkshire Alliance, Martin Roberts, the first German playing member and teenager Ben Cooke following a winter trekking in Tanzania.

  Tatters host Halkyn in the first round of the National Village Championship on Sunday, May 7th. 

TIMPERLEY: Mike Bishop becomes 1st XI captain from Ryan Edwards, whose decision to return to New Zealand will prove a major loss. Martin Ward becomes Saturday 3rd XI captain and new Saturday 3rd XI Academy skipper is Nick Brookes

TOFT:  Andy Bones continues as 1st XI captain and will have the rejoining Toby Drummond to call upon. Paul Ashley takes over  the seconds. 

 The Academy has restarted under the direction of Tim Clarke, with Rupe Kitzinger and Andy Roberts lined up to coach.   

UPTON:  Fast bowler Ian Linwood takes over from Gary Dixon as 1st XI captain while Chris Camden is to lead the 2nd XI.  Gary Dixon will captain the Over 40s.  

URMSTON.  Chris Watson succeeds Adam Landry as 1st XI captain, with Craig Wilson taking over the 2nd XI leadership from Gary Saunders.    
WARRINGTON.   Liam Heaphy becomes 1st XI captain for the first time, succeeding Steve Heydon, with a familiar name, Ian ‘Max’ Sleigh, taking charge of the seconds 

WIDNES.  Top recruits at Beaconsfield Road are UK based Pakistani brothers Ata ur Rehman and Zia ur Rehman, who did well at Northop Hall and Birkenhead Park respectively last season. Fast bowler Ata played 13 Tests and 30 ODI games for Pakistan, while batsman Zia has played first-class cricket in that country.  Ian Spencer captains the 1st XI for the fifth season with Richard Evans remaining in charge of the 2nd XI 

 ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

THE NEWSLETTER

Club reps are invited to print out the weekly Newsletter and display on their notice boards.

 The Newsletter will be issued throughout the 2009 playing season, normally by e-mail

 on Mondays to club reps and others who request a copy. 

Any club who would like their copy posting at the expense of the League, 

should contact Mike Talbot-Butler on 01606 883715. 

Paper copies for private subscribers can be arranged for a fee covering postage.

 Weekly 2nd and 3rd XI cricket news will normally be sent out by 

e-mail by Ian Sharrock, Brian Boys and Peter Lawson to

 those who notify them that they wish to receive their service.  
                                                    ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Testing your cricket law

ONE of the League’s Minor Counties umpires, Alistair Davies, will attempt to improve readers’ understanding of cricket laws by setting a weekly test throughout the 2009 season.. Look out for the answer next week:

 As the bowler is delivering the ball, his hand catches on top of the wicket and both bails fall to the ground.  The striker hits the ball lack down the pitch and the bowler deflects it onto the wicket at his end with the non-striker out of his ground.

 There is an appeal.

 What should be the decision of the umpire?
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FIXTURES ON SATURDAY, APRIL 25th
ECB Premier League (12.30 p.m.)

DIDSBURY v NANTWICH


panel umpires: R. Davis & Drury

MACCLESFIELD v HYDE


T. Hill & Smith

NESTON v ALDERLEY EDGE

Anderson & Sutton

OXTON v BOWDON



Kinsey & Speakman

TOFT v OULTON PARK


Ramage tel. 07818 252 818 & Wellsteed

WIDNES v CHESTER BO. HALL

Flanagan & Hacking

First Division (1 p.m.)

CHEADLE v TIMPERLEY


Greensmith & Whitehead tel. 07810 528 103

CHEADLE HULME v UPTON

Rothwell & Spencer

GRAPPENHALL v HEATON MERSEY
Ogden & Rice

IRBY v POYNTON



Dow & Isterling

URMSTON v BRAMHALL


Bedson tel. 01270 212 484 & Roberts

WARRINGTON v CHRISTLETON

Prescott & Williams

Second Division (1 p.m.)

BREDBURY ST. MK. v TATTENHALL
A. Davies & Hambleton

BROOKLANDS v BIRKENHEAD PARK
Goron & Jones

BURNAGE v MOBBERLEY


Hayes & Lofthouse

MARPLE v MIDDLEWICH


Bradshaw & Wilgose

OAKMERE v SALE



Burns & Cornes

STOCKPORT GEO. v BOLLINGTON
Murphy & Shallcross

Minor Counties Cup: Sunday, April 26th (11 a.m.)

CUMBERLAND v CHESHIRE (at Netherfield CC, Kendal)

Starting dates:

Jack Gardner 3rd XI Trophy mini-groups: Sunday, April 26th; 

National Club championship 1st round: Sunday, May 3rd. 

Cheshire Cup 1st round: Sunday, May 3rd; 

Over 40s: Wednesday, May 6th; 

Sunday 3rd XI fixtures: May 10th.

Fred Graham T20 Cup

First round draw (to be played by May 11th): Birkenhead Park v Neston (Sunday, May 10th, 1 p.m.) ; Timperley v Cheadle Hulme; Poynton v Heaton Mersey. Remaining games should be arranged ASAP and dates notified to the Fixture Secretary. 

 Second round (by June 1st): Birkenhead Park / Neston v Upton; Irby v Oxton; Oakmere v Oulton Park; Chester BH v Widnes; Tattenhall v Nantwich; Middlewich v Christleton; Mobberley v Sale; Brooklands v Urmston; Timperley / Cheadle Hulme v Marple; Didsbury v Bowdon; Toft v Grappenhall; Macclesfield v Alderley Edge (holders); Bollington v Hyde; Stockport Georgians v Bredbury St. Mark’s; Burnage v Bramhall; Poynton / Heaton Mersey v Cheadle.  

 Clubs are also urged to arrange these games ASAP. 

Mike.t-b@virgin.net:  April 20 / 09

