                    Sponsored  by  Chapel  Press
CHESHIRE COUNTY

CRICKET LEAGUE
2009 season  Newsletter  number  10:  June 20 
Oulton Park back in frame

WITH Neston’s game at Hyde called off due to rain in the Pennine foothills, Oulton Park took the opportunity to move back into second place in the ECB Premier League with an impressive – and rare - victory over Chester Boughton Hall .

 Chester dropped into the relegation zone after being roundly outplayed at Little Budworth, where they posted a relatively modest 204-9, Warren Goodwin 53, Matt Griffiths 41, Ollie Law 39.  They had been going well at 118-2 when Park skipper Nathan Dumelow entered the scene and cleaned up with a 6-42 haul off 22 accurate overs.

 With a fine, unbeaten 105 from Rick Moore, who made his Minor Counties championship debut for Cheshire the next day, Oulton won by eight wickets with 13 overs to spare. Moore enjoyed a second wicket stand worth 116 with Ben Spendlove, 56 not out.

 Bowdon, meanwhile, continued as comfortable leaders, beating Toft by eight wickets at South Downs Road after dismissing their visitors for 110, Lancashire paceman Steve Cheetham 4-41.  Bowdon knocked off the runs in 21 overs, Carl Hey 39, Gareth Cross 38, both unbeaten.

 Oxton moved up to fifth place with a tense final over victory at home to Macclesfield, for whom close finishes never bring much joy.  Macc were bowled out for 171, Khalid Sawas 61, Andy Birley 4-40, Neil Cross 3-36.  After Andy Gibson (54) and Chris Davies (44) had been dismissed, the later Oxton batsmen struggled before scraping home with two balls left, Barney Cutbill 3-30, Rob Porter 3-30. 

Didsbury off bottom

 Didsbury moved off bottom place with a 52 runs home win against fading champions Alderley Edge, whose batsmen just cannot get going.  They were bowled out for 125, Richard Wilkinson 40, while spinner Jamie Maltman returned an impeccable 6-28. This was in reply to Didsbury’s 177, a total to which skipper Paul Sperring contributed 75.  For Alderley Edge, Jason Whittaker took 3-35 and Oliver Newby, released overnight from the Lancashire squad playing Hampshire at Aigburth, picked up 3-38.

 Widnes’ last pair put up dramatic resistance to force an honourable draw at Nantwich.  The Dabbers took the maximum 60 overs to compile 220-9, Ray Doyle 67, Peter Roberts 5-75.  In response, Widnes began well with 63 from James McCoy, but slumped to 135-9 with 11 overs left before Tony Hurdley was joined by late 2nd XI replacement Andy Nixon and the pair batted out time to close on 195-9.  Hurdley was unbeaten with an admirable 87 - after bowling 30 overs pre-tea – and Nixon scored 19 as the pair helped their side edge the draw points 11-10.  For Nantwich, Barrington Browne took 4-63 and Jimmy Warrington 3-74. 
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Division One

GRAPPENHALL LAST BALL VICTORY

THERE was a tight finish to the Grappenhall v Upton First Division game when then Broad Lane men grabbed 20 points with a last ball four.  They replied with 177-7, G. Burns 52 not out, Steve Titchard 46 not out, Ian Linwood 3-39 after bowling Upton out for 175 all out.  R. Wycherley 64.

 Bramhall’s lead was cut to three points when they were held to a losing draw for the second week, this time at home to Christleton. Sri Lankan-born batsman Iroshan de Silva scored his third successive century (111) to help Christleton declare at 209-7, Kieron O’Connor 4-61, then Bramhall limped to 163-6, Damien Stringer 63. Christleton finished 15-10 points ahead.

 Cheadle Hulme maintained their promotion push with an eight wickets win at struggling Timperley, who mustered only 80 at Stockport road, Ewan McCray taking a splendid 6-18.  The Grove Park men knocked off the runs inside 15 overs.

Gould tops 500 runs

Poynton skipper Paul Gould topped 500 runs when he scored 38 in his side’s losing draw at home to Urmston.  The Urmies are going well, none better than Indian all-rounder Ashwin Punja, who slammed 117 out of 223-4 declared, Mike Ness 56.  Poynton then struggled to 135-9, Punja 4-43 in a game which lost 20 vital overs to rain.

 Irby were too good for Cheadle at Mill Hill Road, especially club chairman Dave Newman. .  He contributed 37 not out to support Phil Rennie’s top-scoring 63 as Irby declared on 218-7, then took 6-28 to send Cheadle crashing for 146, Grant Chessari 49.

 Heaton Mersey outplayed Warrington at The Heatons, with another Indian all-rounder, Syed Shahabuddin, the star turn.  He took 5-65 to help restrict Warrington to 163-8 (Steve Hayden 53), then hit a top-scoring, unbeaten 39 in his side’s six wickets winning reply. 

Division Two

NINE WINS FOR BOLLY

BOLLINGTON improved their already superb record with win number nine at the expense of struggling Brooklands at Georges road.

 Bollington reached 181, Paul Vesey 5-35, then sent Brooklands spinning for 69, Mo Ali taking 6-19 off 17 overs.

 They go 24 points clear of Middlewich who are enjoying their best season since entering the league in 2004.  At Mobberley, Middlewich left-arm seamer Gavin Tomlinson returned figures of 6-48 to help dismiss the home side for 104, Aussie opener Lachlan Jones carrying his bat for a painstaking 47. The Haddon Field men replied with 109-5, Stephen Parry 28 not out. 

 Sale slipped in third place when they managed only 17 draw points from a home game against Burnage, which they dominated.   The consistent Hassan Khan hit an unbeaten 109 for Sale, who had Burnage teetering on the brink at 157-9 when time ran out.  S. Tirmzi top-scored with a well-played 57 for Burnage, John Taylor 3-13. 

Tattenhall have a Ball

There was a close finish at Tattenhall, where one third of the ground was taken up by a giant marquee prepared for the club’s Summer Ball.  Visiting Stockport Georgians were all out for 158, Hayden Bailey 49, Mel Dobson 5-27, Robin Mulvihill 5-80 after which Tatters fell one run short at 157-7, Barry Mitchell 61.

 Bredbury St. Mark’s continued their upsurge with a six wickets win at Oakmere, whom they inserted and sent back for 165, Peter Yearsley 37, Graham Barlow 5-52.  Bredbury countered with 168-4, Darren Carr 86 not out and Chris Wood 47 putting together a 111 stand for the third wicket. Tom Pilling took 3-43.

 Birkenhead Park are also on the up, banking 12 draw points to Marple’s nine in an evenly-contested game. Chris Foran slammed 70 and Chris Stenhouse 50 in Park’s 177-8, Dominic Michael 4-64.  Marple got to 157-8, the same Michael 54, Mike Baker 4-38.

June 20 Newsletter ….3

All Saturday’s scorelines …

ECB PREMIER LEAGUE

BOWDON v TOFT (won toss)

 Toft 110 (40 overs: P. Roberts 35, M. Cheetham 4-41);

 Bowdon 115-2 (21 overs: C. Hey 39no, G. Cross 38no).

Bowdon (25 pts.) beat Toft (3 pts.) by 8 wickets.

DIDSBURY v ALDERLEY EDGE (toss)

 Didsbury 177 (60 overs: P. Sperring 75, D. Morgan 38, J. Whittaker 3-38, O. Newby 3-38);

 Alderley Edge 125 (49.4 overs: R. Wilkinson 40, J. Maltman 6-28, D. Parisi 3-48).

Didsbury (22 pts.) beat Alderley Edge (7 pts.) by 52 runs.

HYDE v NESTON:

Cancelled due to rain: 9 pts. each.

NANTWICH (toss) v WIDNES

 Nantwich 220-9 innings closed (60 overs: R. Doyle 67, N. Davies 35, S. Ogilby 33, P. Roberts 5-75);

 Widnes 195-9 (50 overs: A. Hurdley 87no, J. McCoy 63, B. Browne 4-63, J. Warrington 3-74).

Match drawn: Widnes 11 pts., Nantwich 10 pts.

OULTON PARK (toss) v CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL

 Chester 204-9 dec. (55 overs: W. Goodwin 53, M. Griffiths 41, O. Law 39, N. Dumelow 6-42);

 Oulton Park 207-2 (42 overs: R. Moore 105no, B. Spendlove 56no, J. Kettle 35).

Oulton Park (20 pts.) beat Chester Boughton Hall (9 pts.) by 8 wickets.

OXTON (toss) v MACCLESFIELD

 Macclesfield 171 (54 overs: K. Sawas 61, A. Birley 4-40, N. Cross 3-36);

 Oxton 175-9 (55.4 overs: A. Gibson 55, C. Davies 44, B. Cutbill 3-30, R. Porter 3-36).

Oxton (20 pts.) beat Macclesfield (11 pts.) by 1 wicket.

PICK OF WEEK:

 Batting: R. Moore (Oulton Park) 105no v Chester

 Bowling: N. Dumelow (Oulton Park) 6-42 v Chester.

FIRST DIVISION

 BRAMHALL (won toss) v CHRISTLETON

 Christleton 209-7 dec. (50 overs: I. de Silva 111, D. Everatt 35, K. O’Connor 4-61);

 Bramhall 163-6 (50 overs: D. Stringer 63, K. O’Connor 42, M. Parkinson 3-53).

 Match drawn: Christleton 15 pts. Bramhall 10 pts.

GRAPPENHALL (toss) v UPTON

 Upton 175 (50 overs: R. Wycherley 64, A. Bircher 41, G. Burns 3-15); 

 Grappenhall 177-7 (50 overs: G. Burns 52no, S. Titchard 46no, I. Linwood 3-39).

Grappenhall (20 pts.) beat Upton (10 pts.) by 3 wickets.

HEATON MERSEY (toss) v WARRINGTON

Warrington 163-8 dec. (50 overs: S. Heydon 53, L. Heaphy 42, S. Shahabuddin 5-65);

 Heaton Mersey 165-4 (46 overs: S. Shahabuddin 39no, J. Williamson 34, M. Norbury 33).

Heaton Mersey (20 pts.) beat Warrington (6 pts.) by 6 wickets.

IRBY (toss) v CHEADLE

 Irby 218-7 dec. (50 overs: P. Rennie 63, D. Newman 37no);

 Cheadle 146 (32 overs: G. Chessari 37, C. Brady37, D. Newman 6-38).

Irby (25 pts.) beat Cheadle (7 pts.) by 72 runs.
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POYNTON (toss) v URMSTON

 Urmston 223-4 dec. (37 overs: A. Punja 117, M. Ness 56, A. Landry 37, R. Clarke 3-51);

 Poynton 135-9 (43 overs: P. Gould 39, M. Heathcote 26, A. Punja 4-13, C. Grindley 3-51). Reduced to 80 overs

Match drawn: Urmston 17 pts. Poynton 6 pts.

TIMPERLEY v CHEADLE HULME (toss)

 Timperley 80 (40 overs: E. McCray 6-18, M. Taylor 3-33);

 Cheadle Hulme 82-2 (25 overs: A. Wilde 36no).

Cheadle Hulme (20 pts.) beat Timperley (1 pt.) by 8 wickets.

PICK OF WEEK:

 Batting: A. Punja (Urmston) 117 v Poynton.

 Bowling: D. Newman (Irby) 6-28 v Cheadle,

 All-rounder: A. Punja (Urmston) 117 and 4-13 v Poynton. 

SECOND DIVISION

BIRKENHEAD PARK (toss) v MARPLE

 Birkenhead 177-8 dec. (50 overs: C. Foran 70, C. Stenhouse 50, D. Michael 4-64, A. Greasley 3-58);

 Marple 157-8 (50 overs: D. Michael 54, M. Baker 4-38, C. Foran 3-34).

 Match drawn: Birkenhead Park 12 pts. Marple 9 pts.

BROOKLANDS (toss) v BOLLINGTON

 Bollington 181 (50 overs: T. Gower 44, P. Vesey 5-35);

 Brooklands 69 (48 overs: M. Ali 6-49).

Bollington (23 pts.) beat Brooklands (5 pts.) by 112 runs

MOBBERLEY v MIDDLEWICH (toss)

 Mobberley 104 (36 overs: G. Tomlinson 6-48, S. Price 4-22);

 Middlewich 109-5 (38 overs: S. Parry 28).

Middlewich (20 pts.) beat Mobberley (5 pts.) by 5 wickets.

OAKMERE v BREDBURY ST. MARK’s (toss)

 Oakmere 165 (48 overs: P. Yearsley 37, G. Barlow 5-52, P. Wood 3-12);

 Bredbury 168-4 (46 overs:  D. Carr 86no, C. Wood 47, T. Pilling 3-43).

Bredbury St. Mark’s (20 pts.) beat Oakmere (10 pts.) by 6 wickets.

SALE (toss) v BURNAGE

 Sale 242-7 dec. (49 overs: H. Khan 109no, C. Cannell 40);

 Burnage 157-9 (51 overs: S. Tirmzi 57, J. Taylor 3-41).

Match drawn: Sale 17 pts. Burnage 9 pts.

TATTENHALL v STOCKPORT GEORGIANS (toss)

 Stockport Georgians 158 (52 overs: H. Bailey 48, S. Normanton 40, M. Dobson 5-27, R. Mulvihill 5-80);

 Tattenhall 1257-7 (48 overs: B. Mitchell 61, I. Hussain 3-46).

Match drawn: Tattenhall 10 pts., Stockport Georgians 8 pts.

PICK OF WEEK:

 Batting: H. Khan (Sale) 107no v Burnage.

 Bowling: G. Tomlinson (Middlewich) 6-48 v Mobberley

 All-rounder:   C. Foran (Birkenhead Park) 70 and 3-34 v Marple.
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TABLES  INCLUDING  GAMES

 ON SATURDAY, JUNE 20th

ECB Premier League
P
W25
W20
D
Ab
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts. 

BOWDON

10
2
5
2
1
0
24
8
195

OULTON PARK

10
0
5
2
1
2
32
12
157

NESTON

10
1
3
3
2
1
30
17
156

* NANTWICH 

10
2
2
3
1
2
31
22
153

OXTON


10
1
3
3
1
2
36
15
151

WIDNES

10
1
4
1
1
3
12
15
143

HYDE


10
3
1
1
2
3
7
17
139

TOFT


10
1
2
1
0
6
46
19
132

** ALDERLEY EDGE
10
2
1
1
1
5
9
23
103

DIDSBURY

10
0
3
0
0
7
22
20
102

CHESTER BO. HALL
10
0
0
3
1
6
47
31
93

MACCLESFIELD
10
0
1
2
1
6
32
27
92

** Alderley Edge (25) v Nantwich (9 pts.) match on May 16th awarded to Nantwich, who receive residue of 16 points.  Alderley a further 10 penalty points deducted for fielding ineligible player (total 35).

 * Nantwich 5 points deducted for slow over rate v Oxton on May 9th. 

First Division

P
W25
W20
D
Ab
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts. 

BRAMHALL

10
2
3
4
1
0
29
15
171

CHEADLE HULME
10
1
4
4
0
1
35
20
168

URMSTON

10
1
4
1
2
2
20
11
156

IRBY


10
1
3
2
1
3
42
16
156

CHRISTLETON

10
3
1
2
1
3
24
20
152

GRAPPENHALL
10
0
4
1
1
4
30
17
138

HEATON MERSEY
10
0
4
2
1
3
23
18
134

CHEADLE

10
0
3
1
1
5
37
16
124

POYNTON

10
1
2
4
0
3
22
24
119

UPTON


10
0
2
2
1
5
33
24
110

WARRINGTON

10
0
1
1
2
6
32
19
91

TIMPERLEY

10
0
2
0
1
7
16
24
89

Second Division
P
W25
W20
D
Ab
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts.

BOLLINGTON

10
0
9
0
0
1
23
5
208

MIDDLEWICH

10
2
5
2
1
0
14
7
184

SALE


10
0
4
4
1
1
42
20
159

MARPLE

10
0
3
2
1
4
41
24
138

STOCKPORT GEO.
10
1
2
2
2
3
27
16
130

BREDBURY ST. MK.
10
0
4
2
1
3
20
14
127

TATTENHALL

10
1
2
2
1
4
29
19
126

BURNAGE

10
1
2
1
1
5
29
20
125

MOBBERLEY

10
1
1
2
1
5
34
23
115

BIRKENHEAD PARK
10
1
1
4
1
3
20
25
107

BROOKLANDS

10
1
1
0
1
7
25
23
102

OAKMERE

10
0
1
1
1
7
24
153
70
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CRICKET COMMIITTEE JUNE MEETING 

10-64 haul wins Performance of Month award

MOBBERLEY 2nd XI bowler John Whittick has won the League’s April & May Performance of the Month award for his feat in taking 10-64 against Marple on the opening day of the season -  a match his side lost.

 John is only the fifth player in League history to take all 10 wickets in a game.  His prize will be a framed certificate and bottle of champagne provided by sponsors Chapel Press – whose MD happens to be Mobberley 2nd XI captain Tim O’Shea.

  The League Cricket Committee’s June meeting considered many other top performances during the period including: Warren Goodwin (CBH) club record 168 v Macclesfield; Gareth Cross (Bowdon) 8-42 v Alderley Edge including triple wicket maiden v Alderley Edge; Damien Stringer (Bramhall) 81no and 5-46 v Irby; Rob Brierley (Hyde 2nd) 116 and 4-40 v Macclesfield; J. Wilkinson (Woodford 3rd) 170no v Bredbury St. Mark’s 4th; R. Willard (Brooklands 3rd) 173 v Irby.

THERE were 16 fineable offences during the period.

POYNTON, Warrington, Bredbury, Marple and Burnage umpires’ dressing-rooms were reported below standard.

A TOTAL of 28 Overseas players were registered up to the closing date on May 31st, compared with 31 in 2008.  There were 25 overseas-exempt registrations and four county contracted players, all of whom are eligible to continue playing after June 30th, although Lancashire’s Adrian Shankar has left Neston. 

NINE transfers had been completed: James Taylor (Wigan to Grappenhall); Peter Pearce (Alvanley to Oakmere); Stuart Grant (Lowerhouse to Sale); Chris Stenhouse (Oxton to Birkenhead Park); Tom Scott (Leighton Buzzard Town to Bowdon); Qasim Akbar  (Gt. Horton Church to Sale); brothers Richard and James Fennah (Neston to Oxton);  Andrew Hockenhull (Trinity to Woodford 3rd). 

REPRESENTATIVE CRICKET:  The League are to meet Liverpool Competition in a renewal of their annual Challenge Shield fixture at Widnes on Wednesday, August 5th (1 p.m.).  

The League’s first Mullaney Trophy game is against Merseyside & Southport Alliance at Moorfield CC on Sunday, July 6th.

THE LEAGUE will be receiving a grant of £1,000 from ECB in reciprocation for £600 paid by premiership clubs to enter Cockspur T20 Cup in August / September. Of this sum,  £600 to be returned to premier clubs, the remainder to go towards the Fred Graham T20 Finals day at Upton.

Players suspended

THE following players had been suspended by the Discipline Committee: S. Scammell (Hyde) one week for dissent; H. Worley (Grappenhall) one week for dissent; M. Newman (Irby) one week for abuse of equipment; T. Gane (Didsbury) six weeks for irresponsible behaviour. 

UMPIRE John Noble had been suspended for remainder of season by League Umpires Association for leaving the  field during a Cheshire Cup match at Middlewich.

CHESHIRE Board chairman Jim Law is to speak in support of principal guest Henry Olonga at the League Dinner at Mere on Friday, October 2nd.

MALPAS and Mere in the First Division of Meller Braggins Cheshire League currently do not have Clubmark.  Unless they obtain accreditation before the end of September neither will be eligible for promotion to County League 

NESTON to play an Old England XI at Parkgate on Thursday, July 23rd to mark the official opening of their refurbished pavilion. The League have pointed out that the statutory clock has yet been installed.

BURNAGE ground to be monitored weekly following recent meeting between League officials and club chairman Gary Ramsey to express dissatisfaction at its condition.  Instructions were given that the ground must be improved if club are to retain league status.

BIRKENHEAD Park, Bredbury St. Mark’s and Stockport Georgians withdrew from 2nd XI Cup before start of competition.

PLAYING in Over 40s cricket will not count as an appearance when qualifying to play for club for first time before last five weeks of season.   Committee confirmed  that players are permitted to play Over 40s cricket in mid-week and for other clubs  inside or outside league on Saturdays .
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Poor old Forties!

MORE rain cursed the Over 40s section on Wednesday, June 17th when a majority of matches were cancelled.

 Two games were played in Group A , Upton beating Davenham to go five points clear, while Chester Boughton Hall beat neighbours Christleton to register their first win of the season. 

 All three games were washed out in Group B leaving Mobberley at the top although Nantwich are only two points behind with a match in hand.

 After offers were invited from clubs who would like to stage the Over 40s semi-finals and final play offs on August Bank Holiday, August 31st , Chester Boughton Hall, Macclesfield, Neston, Urmston and Warrington have all generously come forward.  A decision will be made shortly. 

RESULTS ON WEDNESDAY, JUNE 17

GROUP A

CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL v CHRISTLETON: Christleton 116-4 (Hollindale 32, Barlow 32, Vernon 2-20); CBH 118-4 (Legry 33, Hawkes 2-20).

Chester Boughton Hall won by 6 wickets: 4 pts.

IRBY v TATTENHALL WRECKERS: 

Match cancelled due to rain: 2 pts. each.

UPTON v DAVENHAM: Davenham 52 (Woodcock 15, N. Sharrock 3-7); Upton 53-3 (Drummond 14).

Upton won by 7 wickets: 4 pts.

 Open: Neston

GROUP B

ALDERLEY EDGE WIZARDS v BARNTON:

Cancelled due to rain: 2 pts. each.

MOBBERLEY v TOFT:

Cancelled due to rain: 2 pts. each.

WARRINGTON v GRAPPENHALL:

Cancelled due to rain: 2 pts. each.

Open: Nantwich Cavaliers

GROUP C

BOWDON VALE VIKINGS v SALE SILVERBACKS:

 Postponed due to rain until to Wednesday, July 15
CHEADLE v TIMPERLEY: no card. 

Open: Bowdon 

GROUP D

BOLLINGTON v BREDBURY SAINTS: no card. 

CHEADLE HULME v ROIMILEY:

Cancelled due to rain: 2 pts. each. 

MACCLESFIELD v POYNTON LEGENDS:

Cancelled due to rain: 2 pts. each.

Open: Marple 
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FORTIES TABLES TO JUNE 17

GROUP A


P
W
T
C
L
Pts.

UPTON



6
5
1
0
0
23

IRBY



6
2
2
2
0
18

TATTENHALL WRECKERS
6
3
0
2
1
16

NESTON



6
2
1
2
1
15

CHESTER BO. HALL

6
1
0
1
4
6

CHRISTLETON


6
1
0
1
4
6

DAVENHAM


6
0
0
2
4
4

GROUP B

MOBBERLEY


6
3
0
2
1
16

NANTWICH CAVALIERS

5
3
0
1
1
14

GRAPPENHALL


6
2
0
3
1
14

TOFT



5
2
0
2
1
12

ALDERLEY EDGE WIZARDS
6
1
0
3
2
10

BARNTON


6
1
0
2
3
8

WARRINGTON


6
1
0
1
4
6

 GROUP C

URMSTON


4
3
0
1
0
14

*TIMPERLEY


4
3
0
0
1
12

BOWDON VALE VIKINGS

4
2
0
0
2
8

BROOKLANDS


4
1
0
1
2
6

SALE SILVERBACKS

4
1
0
0
3
4

*CHEADLE


4
0
0
2
2
4

 Missing result: Cheadle v Timperley 

GROUP D

*BOLLINGTON


4
3
0
1
0
14

CHEADLE HULME

6
2
0
3
1
14

MACCLESFIELD


6
2
0
2
2
12

MARPLE


5
2
0
1
2
10

POYNTON LEGENDS

6
2
0
2
2
12

ROMILEY


6
2
0
1
3
10

* BREDBURY SAINTS

5
1
0
0
4
4

 Missing result: Bollington v Bredbury

FIXTURES ON WEDNESDAY, JUNE 24 (6.15 p.m.)

GROUP A: Irby v Davenham; Neston v Christleton; Tattenhall Wreckers v Chester Boughton Hall. Open: Upton.

GROUP B: Mobberley v Grappenhall; Nantwich Cavaliers v Barnton; Toft v Alderley Edge Wizards. Open: Warrington.

GROUP C: Cheadle v Bowdon Vale Vikings; Urmston v Timperley. Open: Brooklands, Sale.

GROUP D: Bollington v Cheadle Hulme; Poynton Legends v Marple; Romiley v Macclesfield; Open: Bredbury Saints. .

Two Fifties centurions

FOLLOWING their superb victory against Lancashire in the National 50 Plus County championship, Cheshire kept up winning form by beating Notts at Cuckney (Mansfield) on Wednesday, June 18th.

 The basis was a magnificent 208 stand between Marple’s Garry Cash, who hit 114 off 79 balls and skipper Phil Thomas (Chester Boughton Hall), who carried his bat for 101 out of a total of 264-3.

 Notts were bowled out for 178 - 86 runs short - the damage being done by Alan Hitchmough (Widnes) 4-48 and Toft’s Brian Coutts 4-24.

 The squad undertake their eagerly-awaited North-East tour this week with a double header against Durham at Norton on Wednesday and Northumberland at Morpeth 24 hours later.

IT’S THAT MAN SHARP AGAIN!

GRAPPENHALL’s evergreen Nick Sharp hit his second successive century for Cheshire in their  

seven wickets Spitfire 60-Plus County championship victory over Yorkshire at New Rover, Leeds, on Tuesday, June 16th.  

 Yorkshire totalled 177-6, Chris Lees 3-26, David Cain 2-30, Cheshire replying with 180-3, Nick Sharp l02 not out, Alan Hitchmough 34.

  Cheshire were due to host on Worcestershire at Irby on Tuesday this week (1.30 p.m.). 
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T20 Trophy & Plate up-date

HYDE, Cheadle Hulme, Oxton and Urmston have so far reached the quarter-finals of the Fred Graham T20 Trophy.  

 Widnes have been dismissed from the competition for fielding ineligible player Ata ur Rehman in their second round victory at Chester Boughton Hall, who have been reinstated to visit Oulton Park on Thursday this week. 

Third round results

HYDE (toss) v STOCKPORT GEORGIANS: Thursday, June 11

 Hyde 199-2 (20 overs: J. Duffy 94, D. Fitzsimmons 36, D. Berry 34no); Stockport Georgians 86 (17.5 overs: A. Splatt 30, D. Cramner 3-19).

Hyde won by 113 runs.

CHEADLE HULME (toss) v DIDSBURY: Thursday, June 18

Cheadle Hulme 139-6 (20 overs: D. Forbes 54, R. Battye 23, P. Sperring 4-21); Didsbury 124-8 (20 overs: D. Morgan 28,  C. Durham 3 stumpings).

Cheadle Hulme won by 15 runs 

NESTON v OXTON: Thursday, June 18

 Oxton 119-7 (20 overs)

 Neston 109 (A. Birley 3-18).

Oxton won by 10 runs.

 SALE v URMSTON (toss): Friday, June 19: 

 Sale 107-8 (20 overs: H. Khan 46, I. Grindley 3-8); Urmston 103-2 (14.3 overs: A. Punja 50no).

Urmston won by 8 wickets. 

Remaining round 3 games to be played by July 1st :

OULTON PARK v CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL (Thursday, June 25, 6.15 p.m.).

TATTENHALL v MIDDLEWICH (tba)

TOFT v MACCLESFIELD (tba)

BURNAGE v HEATON MERSEY  (switched to the Heatons, Tuesday, June 30th, 6.15 p.m.)

QUARTER-FINALS (to be played by August 1):

OXTON v OULTON PARK or CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL

TATTENHALL or MIDDLEWICH v SALE or URMSTON

CHEADLE HULME v TOFT or MACCLESFIELD

HYDE v BURNAGE or HEATON MERSEY

PLATE T20: First round results

UPTON receive a bye in the second round of the T20 Plate following Widnes’ dismissal from the Fred Graham Trophy and Chester’s reinstatement. 

OAKMERE v NANTWICH (won toss) on Tuesday, June 9:

 Nantwich 1674-9 (20 overs: S. Ogilby 60, R. Howell 31, C. Phelan 3-27); Oakmere 114-9 (20 overs: R. Lyons 42, B. Browne 4-17).

Nantwich won by 50 runs.

MARPLE v CHEADLE (won toss) on Friday, June 12:

 Cheadle 183-5 (20 overs: G. Chessari 66, D. Brown 54); Marple 84 (18: G. Cash 41, D. Dooler 3-8).

Cheadle won by 99 runs.

BREDBURY ST. MARK’s v POYNTON on Monday, June 15.

 Match abandoned due to rain. Re-arranged for Wednesday, when Poynton could not raise a team

Bredbury St. Mark’s won by default. 

SECOND ROUND DRAW (games to be played by July 1st): 

NANTWICH v CHRISTLETON (tba)

IRBY v BIRKENHEAD PARK (tba)

UPTON now receive a bye. 

MOBBERLEY v BROOKLANDS (Tuesday, June 23rd, 6.15 p.m.) 

BREDBURY ST. MARK’s v BOLLINGTON (tba)

CHEADLE v BRAMHALL (Sunday, June 28, 1.30 p.m.)

TIMPERLEY v GRAPPENHALL (tba)

BOWDON v ALDERLEY EDGE (tba) 
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O Clubs should arrange T20 games ASAP and immediately notify the Fixture Secretary. 

O Home clubs should telephone the result and highlights in the normal way immediately after the game and also submit a fully-completed and signed result sheet, although pitch ratings and umpires’ assessments are not required. 

O Finals Day is at Upton on Sunday, August 16th (12 noon) when the semi-finals and final of the Fred Graham Trophy and Plate final will be staged.  The event will be sponsored by Fusion Sports. 

WEBSITE INFO

HOME clubs in all divisions and at all levels of cricket throughout the league are urged to post their match details on the League results website.  

 Any system issues or problems should be referred to webmasters Darren and Sharon Sutcliffe at dsooty54@btinternet.com.

 To access the full set-out League results and other stats enter via Cheshirecountycl.play-cricket.com/scoreboard/results.asp

Cheshire v Berkshire

BERKSHIRE batted first and reached a ponderous 256 all out in 86 overs on the first day of their Minor Counties championship match against Cheshire at Chester Boughton Hall on Sunday. Rain prematurely ended Cheshire’s reply at 25-0. Play continues on Monday and Tuesday.

 Drafted into the Cheshire team at short notice were Chris Finegan (Neston)) and Chris Tipper (Hyde). Rmainder of the line-up: Andy Hall, Warren Goodwin, Bern Spendlove, Jimmy Duffy, Nathan Dumelow, Matt Dawson, Rick Moore, Danny Berry, Adam Syddall.  12th man:Ollie Law.  

Centenary plans

CHESHIRE have announced a £25 hospitality package for their Centenary Luncheon at Chester Boughton Hall on Wednesday, July 15th

 It will take place during the interval of Cheshire’s match against a Minor Counties Select XI from 2 p.m .in the Grand Marquee. The package provides diners with seating at circular tables with a boundary view of the game, a limited edition souvenir brochure and an opportunity to meet past and present Cheshire players.  Former Cheshire and Essex all-rounder Bob Cooke will be the guest speaker. 

  Cheques should be sent to Assistant Secretary Elise Scrimgeour, 13, Elms Road, Heaton Moor, Stockport SK4 4PJ by July 5th made out to Cheshire County Cricket Club. 

First County Development game hit by rain

THE newly-formed Cheshire County Development XI were unable to complete their opening game against Yorkshire Academy at Barnsley on Tuesday & Wednesday, June 16th & 17th due to rain.

  Cheshire batted well to total 332-8, Rick Moore (Oulton Park) and Chris Simpson (Nantwich) both scoring 89 and Danny Halkon (Sale) 60. Yorkshire replied strongly with 160-2 in 36 overs, but only two overs’ play possible on the second day.

  Team to play Warwickshire Under 19s at Dorridge on Monday & Tuesday, June 22nd &d 23rd (11 a.m. daily): Jonny Kettle captain, Louis Bentley, Rick Moore, Craig Williamson (Oulton Park), Mark Bennett (Heaton Mersey), Jon Fawcett (Didsbury), David Hurst (Neston), Tom Parfett (Macclesfield), Pat Roberts wicket-keeper (Toft), Ashley Shaw (Chester Boughton Hall), Andy Tetlow (Grappenhall), Tom Young (Hyde). Team manager: Stuart Amison; Scorer: Ann Howarth. 

June 13th - a hat-trick missed

WIDNES’ telephoned report of their Premier League home defeat by Bowdon on Saturday, June 13th omitted to mention the hat-trick performed by visiting fast bowler Adam Syddall.  The Cheshire paceman took the wickets of Duckers, Roberts and Evans in successive deliveries before closing with 5-45.  It was the first senior hat-trick of the season  

 Warren Goodwin (67) and Hayden Butterworth (61) put on 109 for the third wicket for Chester Boughton Hall against Hyde.

 The Neston and Nantwich captains (Jack Smith and Andy Newton) were praised by the umpires for their teams’ sportsmanship and for setting a fine example throughout the match at Parkgate.  Neston’s 
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website also had kind words to say about the Dabbers’ sociability in the bar, which sadly is not always the case in the County League.

 For Toft against Oxton, wicket-keeper Pat Roberts took two stumpings and a catch to add to his 39. runs.

 Top run-scorer up to June 18th was Danny Leech (Oulton Park) with 598 at an average of 99.67. Widnes’ Ata ur Rehman led the bowlers with 37 wickets. 

Pitch Ratings:  5 – Neston; 4 – Chester Boughton Hall, Toft; 3 – Alderley Edge, Macclesfield; 2 – Widnes. 

BRAMHALL’s Matt Dawson (87) and Kieron O’Connor (68 not out) put on 139 for the fourth wicket in their First Division draw at Upton.

 Cheadle had no scorer at home to Grappenhall.

 Warrington’s scorer again failed to give either teams’ points in the home match against Poynton.  The umpires’ room at Walton Lea was marked below standard.

Top run-scorer: Paul Gould (Poynton) 480 runs.  Top bowler: Ewan McCray (Cheadle Hulme) 28 wickets.

Pitch Ratings:: 5 – Christleton; 4 – Cheadle, Cheadle Hulme; Upton, Urmston, Warrington.  

DIVISION TWO Bollington’s Rick Hough (81) and Martyn Knight (86) put on 106 for the second wicket against Mobberley.

 Another century stand was enjoyed for the fifth wicket by Rick Lyons (69) and Paul Guilford (52) for Oakmere at Burnage.

 Joe Cash (96) and his dad Garry (60) put on 135 for the third Marple wicket against Sale.  There was a 36 minutes tea break in this game.

 Top marks for Stockport Georgians’ scorer Ben Murray whose fortnightly telephoned reports are just about perfect:  name of division and fixture, winner of toss, scores and overs batted by each side including totals at 45 overs; the match result; a full break down and total points for each team and by no means least, any interesting incidents.   Many thanks, Ben, whom Newsletter understands is a vital pert of the Georgians 1st XI set-up and a renowned third XI trundler on Sundays.   

 Top run-scorer: James Cornford (Middlewich) 432 at 108; top bowler: Mo Ali (Bolly) 31.

Pitch Ratings: 4 – Bredbury, Bollington, Marple, Middlewich; 3 – Burnage, Stockport Georgians. 

 Umpires’ assessment cards were not received from Didsbury, Hyde, Toft and Oakmere. 

Hyde through in Cheshire Cup

HYDE beat Timperley by 112 runs in the remaining Cheshire Cup third round tie on Sunday.

 Scores: Hyde 205-8 (R. Brierley 54, C. Page 5-62); Timperley 93.

ROUND 4 DRAW (Sunday, June 28th): Bowdon v Chester Boughton Hall; Macclesfield v Burnage; Alderley Edge v Widnes (July 5); Bollington v Didsbury; Elworth v Grappenhall; Wallasey v Birkenhead Park  (July 12); Hyde v Neston; Oulton Park v Middlewich. 

SHIELD RESULTS
RESULTS of Cheshire Shield first round games on Sunday:

 Ashley 124 Davenham 127-0 (L. Loveridge 68no); Upton 200-8 (J. Williams 92) Cheadle 202-1 (G. Chessari 109no, E. Bullock 64no); Marple wo Lymm OP conceded; Aston v Rode Park postponed to June 28; Hale Barns 205 (K. Iqbal 1167, S. Morris 5-35) Hollingworth 128; Congleton wo The Groves conceded.  Urmston v Styal os on Sunday, June 28.th. 

 SECOND ROUND DRAW (Sunday, July 5):  Davenham v Ashton on Mersey; Cheadle v Styal or Urmston; Bredbury St. Mark’s v Brooklands; Marple v Chester County Officers; Lindow v Rode Park or Aston; Cheadle Hulme Ladybridge v Stockport; Hale Barns v Bramhall; Congleton v Birkenhead St. Mary’s. 

Neston exit National ko

THE League have no representatives left in the National Club championship following third round home defeats suffered by Hyde and Neston on Sunday, June 14th.

 Hyde’s loss to Ormskirk was reported last week, while Neston went down by seven runs against Bolton Leaguers’ Kearsley at Parkgate.  Kearsley scored 237-7 (Paul Stimson 3-30) and Neston were all out for 230, after a late onslaught by Chris Finegan who hit 71 from 49 deliveries. 
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CLUB NEWS

URMSTON are planning a T20 cricket tournament and Family Fun Day on their Moorside road ground on Sunday, July 12th (12.30 to 7.30 p.m.). 

 Urmston will be taking on an Indian professional XI including ex-India and Under 19 stars and a Yorkshire League XI in a round robin tournament.

 Also planned is a BBQ, Prize Draw, Bouncy Castle for the kids, Junior bowl out competition and Fastest Ball Speed Gun competition.

NANTWICH are to stage an Ashes Sporting Evening & Dinner on Thursday, August 6th at Nantwich Civic Hall when the guest speaker will be the legendary Merv Hughes. Tickets at £30 are available from Rob Sproston, 01270 624 638, or rob@rss.me.uk

Another interesting event is a Cricket Club v Football Club T20 Challenge at Whitehouse Lane on Friday, June 28th, 6.30 p.m.  Admission is £1 and proceeds go to St. Luke’s Hospice, Winsford.

THE transfer has been approved of Andrew Hockenhull from Trinity (Cheshire Alliance) to associate members WOODFORD to enable him to play in the League’s 3rd XI Sunday Division 4. 

CHESTER Boughton Hall have recruited one-time Redcar player Tom Unwin from the North Yorkshire and South Durham League. 

ASHTON-on-MERSEY led the Meller Braggins Cheshire League table after games on June 20th with 155 points: Second were Congleton (151); third Malpas (151); fourth Northwich (141). 

 Stockport topped Division Two with Lindow leading Division three. 

Alistair Davies tests your Cricket Law:  

Week 10

ONE of the batsmen gives the umpire at the striker’s end his sweater to hold.  As the bowler delivers the ball, the sweater falls to the ground.  The striker hits the ball towards square leg and the ball becomes entangled in the sweater.  The batsmen havs set off for a run.  What would you expect to happen next?

Reminder of last week’s poser

THE team batting first has totalled 243 all out. The score in the second innings is 67-7 with 18 overs still to be bowled.  The batsman on strike has persistently gone down the pitch prodding it after every delivery and holding up play.  After being advised by the bowler’s end umpire that he must be ready when the bowler is prepared to bowl, he does it again.

 What action should be taken, if any?

ANSWER: The striker is clearly wasting time: the bowler’s end umpire would issue a first and final warning.  This warning shall continue throughout the innings.  If there is any further time wasting by ANY batsmen, the umpires shall award five penalty runs to the fielding side and together they shall report the occurrence.  Relevant Law: 42.10.  

 O Alistair says he is prepared to field – and attempt to answer correctly – any questions on the Laws of the game which Newsletter readers wish to ask.  So if any players, in particular, have a query on something they have seen, drop the Editor a line and we shall test Mr. Davies’ knowledge further. 

TOMMY COOPERISMS:

Patient:  “Doc, I can’t stop singing the green, green grass of home”;

Doc: “That sounds like Tom Jones syndrome”.

“ It is common?”

“It’s not un - usual”. 
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LEAGUE FIXTURES & UMPIRES

FOR SATURDAY, JUNE 27th
ECB Premier League (12.30 p.m.)

CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL v ALDERLEY EDGE

 

(fixture reversed from Alderley Edge)

Rick Davis & George Murphy

DIDSBURY v OXTON



Peter Bolger & John Silver

MACCLESFIELD v BOWDON


Alistair Davies & Jim Whitehead t. 01625 260 159

NESTON v OULTON PARK 


Jon Hacking & John Lofthouse

TOFT v NANTWICH



Allan Lewis & Sandy Scrimgeour

WIDNES v HYDE



Ian Greensmith & Phil Prince  

First Division (1 p.m.)

CHEADLE v POYNTON


Stan Davies & Ken Simpson t. 01939 233 415

CHEADLE HULME v BRAMHALL

Steve Goron & Ray Prescott

GRAPPENHALL v IRBY


David Sutton & David Williams

UPTON v CHRISTLETON


Don Flanagan & Ken Rothwell

URMSTON v HEATON MERSEY

Stuart Anderson & Tom Park

WARRINGTON v TIMPERLEY

Colin Byrom & Tom Jones

Second Division (1 p.m.)

BOLLINGTON v MIDDLEWICH

Terry Hill & Paul Wilgose

BREDBURY ST. MARK’s v SALE

Dave Goulding & Tom Spencer

BROOKLANDS v OAKMERE


Peter Hayes & Peter Ogden

BURNAGE v BIRKENHEAD PARK

Barrie Burns & Don Speakman

MARPLE v TATTENHALL


Garry Hambleton & Jim Shallcross

STOCKPORT GEORGIANS v MOBBERLEY
Ron Bedson t. 01270 212 484 & Chris Smith
WHERE TO GO ON SUNDAY, JUNE 28th …..
Cheshire Cup 4th round (1.30 p.m.)

BOLLINGTON v DIDSBURY

BOWDON v CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL

ELWORTH v GRAPPENHALL

HYDE v NESTON

MACCLESFIELD v MALPAS

OULTON PARK v MIDDLEWICH

(Alderley Edge is on Sunday, July 5th; Wallasey v Birkenhead Park on Sunday, July 12th)

Cheshire Shield 1st round (1.30 p.m.)

URMSTON v STYAL

 Mike.t-b@virgin.net: June 22 / 09 

