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Clubs asked for e-mail vote on Appeals

committee discretion plea

ALL 36 full member clubs were e-mailed by League Secretary Geoff Wellsteed on Tuesday, July 7th with the following message from Chairman David Humpage:

 “You will be aware of the two recent high profile incidents involving Premier League players playing outside the League in breach of League regulations.

 The Appeals committee, in considering its verdicts in the two cases, came across an anomaly created by the current rules which gives the Appeals committee no power to vary the points penalties applied to the clubs concerned.

 Under current rules, the points penalty is directly related to the time taken to uncover the breach rather than the breach itself.  For example, if the breach was discovered immediately, the points penalty would be relatively minimal, but if the breach only came to light two months later, the penalty would almost certainly result in the relegation of the club involved.

 The Appeals committee feels strongly that this gives rise to an unfair situation and has asked for the League to contact the clubs for permission to vary the points penalty according to the   circumstances of each individual case.

 Due to the timescale involved this matter has not yet been discussed by the Cricket Committee, but myself and several members consider the request to be reasonable and in line with the commonsense approach with which we try and run the League.

 Therefore, I would be obliged if you would consider this matter at your club without delay and let the League Secretary know by midnight on Tuesday, July 14th if you are in favour of allowing the Appeals committee to vary the points penalties dependent upon the circumstances and that you are content to allow this matter to the dealt with by e-mail rather than by calling a full management meeting.”

   The Secretary adds: Please note that only the full 36 full member clubs may lodge a vote.  To do so please e-mail geoffwellsteed@hotmail.com merely saying IN FAVOUR or NOT IN FAVOUR. You must stick to the time scale indicated. The usual 50 – 50 majority will apply.

 O Any clubs who have not received the above e-mail should contact Geoff Wellsteed without delay for an official copy. 

Cricket balls:  umpires ‘must be alert’

A NUMBER of unsubstantiated claims were made about ball-tampering and the use of unofficial balls in League matches at the mid-season meeting of the Umpires & Scorers Association at Warrington on Monday, July 7th. 

  It was emphasised that only officially sanctioned League balls with the sponsors’ logo should be used in games at all levels. 

 Panel umpires are  now being instructed to take possession of new and used cricket balls before the start of play and to be extra vigilant when inspecting balls during matches.  

                           Wasim  Akram  plays  for  Grappenhall  – page 7  
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NANTWICH STEP UP 

TITLE CHALLENGE

NANTWICH are emerging as strong contenders to win their first ECB Premiership title.

 With former New Zealand Test batsman Lou Vincent continuing his purple patch, Nantwich beat retiring champions Alderley Edge by five wickets at Whitehouse Lane and now lie only six points behind leaders Bowdon.

 Alderley Edge were dismissed for 188 (Jason Whittaker 37), former Guyana paceman Barrington Browne taking 6-79 to lift his seasonal tally to 37 wickets.  With Vincent following his three recent centuries with a sparkling innings of 75, the Dabbers won at a canter, although Ray Doyle (41) and skipper Andy Newton (37) had to do some repair work to take the total from 125-5 to 192-5 when Whittaker (3-41) was threatening a breakthrough. 

 Bowdon were held to a tense draw at home by Hyde and have now taken only 13 points from their last two games. They bowled Hyde out for 174, Lancashire all-rounder Gareth Cross taking 6-57, but after another batting collapse – Carl Hey (50) apart - then just held out at 165-9. Skipper Antony Crozier saved the day with an unbeaten 34, while Cheshire off-spinner Danny Berry claimed 5-47. 

 Oulton Park did no better and were possibly saved from defeat by the loss of the last four overs of their visit to Oxton falling to rain.  Neil Cross had a fine game for Oxton - who declared on 218-8 after opting to bat first – top-scoring with 51, while Lee Dixon hit 50 and Ben Gough took 3-56.  The usual powerful Park batting line-up failed, apart from Jonny Kettle 55 and Nathan Dumelow 33, as Cross made deep inroads with 5-42. Their last batsmen were together at 157-9 at the premature close.

Neston win at Macc

Neston edged up to fourth place with a three wickets win at Macclesfield where they were set to top 178 by Barney Cutbill’s side, under-performing Aussie Stuart Wilson scoring 35, while Stan Clifford claimed 4-37 and Chris Finegan 3-37.  A fine innings of 68 by skipper Jack Smith, then cameos by David Hurst (27) and Chris Hackett (25) helped Neston closed on 180-7. Rob Porter took 3-31.

 Making a surprise appearance at Macclesfield on Saturday was the club’s former Aussie star Darren Berry, on a short trip to the UK as coach to Shane Warne’s IPL team Rajasthan Royals who played Middlesex before a 20,000 crowd at Lord’s.  Darren, who scored 2,400 runs helping the Silkmen win the old First Division title in 1992 and 1993, went on a tour of local grounds he remembered at Poynton and Cheadle, then bought everyone a beer back at the club, before taking his old mates out for a curry. The former Victoria and Australia A wicket-keeper flew back to Oz on Monday to take up his role as commentator for Channel 9 on Aussie Rules football.

 Said Barney: “Darren was in great form and loved his visit. He keeps in touch with our exploits on every week via the Newsletter”.

After their first win the previous week, Chester Boughton Hall fell by three runs at Didsbury, who made it five wins in a row after their shocking start to the campaign. Nick Anderson top-scored with 37 in Didsbury’s tally of 202, Chester going on to lose their last wicket at 199, newcomer Trevor Fabian scoring a fine unbeaten 57 batting at number eight to nearly steal victory.  Nick Anderson took 3-36 and Jonny Fawcett 3-49 in two key spells for the winners.

 Seeking sorely-needed points, Widnes had an off-day and collected only nine in a comprehensive eight wickets defeat at Toft. Enjoying such a fine season, Tony Hurdley carried his bat through the Widnes innings with a patient 103, although he might have pushed the scoring along towards the declaration at 211-8.  Teenage left-arm spinner Danny Hancock was again impressive with a 4-55 return.  Toft batsmen were always in command and Pat Roberts 62, Adam Carolan 61 not out, Tony Drummond 49 and Andy Roberts 30 not out all contributed. 

PICK OF DAY

 Batting: Tony Hurdley (Widnes) 103 not out v Toft

 Bowling: Gareth Cross (Bowdon) 6-57 v Hyde.

 All-rounder: Neil Cross (Oxton) 51 and 5-42 v Oulton Park. 
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565 runs spree at Irby in Division One

LITTLE wonder the umpires gave the Irby pitch a maximum mark after an enjoyable and high-scoring game at Mill Hill Road which produced 565 runs and a thrilling finish against Division One leaders Bramhall.

 Irby’s Aussie wicket-keeper batsman Dean Hayes led the run spree with a contribution of 124 towards his side’s 284-8, Steve Hurworth 49, Simon Wilkinson 7-95.  Bramall had a real go with their strong batting line-up and Nick Cantello scored 70, Nick O’Connor 61 and Andy Hall 50, the leaders got to 281-8, just three runs short.  Dave Collyer pulled away to take 3-105, while Hayes claimed a hat-trick of caught-out victims for Irby, who shaded the points 16 – 11.

 This result enabled Urmston to move up within six points when they beat Warrington by nine wickets, their eighth win in the last nine starts.   Andy Kirby top-scored with 41 in Warrington’s modest 163, Ashwin Punja taking  5-51. Urmston passed this total  in just 26 overs, Indian all-rounder Punja completing another good day’s work with an unbeaten 79 off just 49 balls, aided by Mike Ness, 66 not out in a second wicket stand worth 138.

 Christleton came off worst in a drawn game at Grappenhall who move up to fourth spot.  Grappers declared on 213-7, Richard Green 96, Paul Allen 3-48 and Christleton responded with 188-8, David Bates 42, Nick O’Connell 40, Ian Hall 4-35.

Hughes takes 8-53 for ‘Mersey

 Heaton Mersey’s Ian Hughes returned the magnificent figures of 17-8-53-8 to dismiss visiting Upton for 206, A. Cotter 68.  Mersey replied with 207-6, Adam Catlow 72, to complete a four wickets win.

 Timperley‘s fight against relegation was boosted by a one wicket win at Poynton chasing 164-8 (Paul Gould 50, Mark Maddocks 3-42).  Timperley made it with their last pair together at 168-9, club chairman Colin Byrne scoring a match-winning 80, while Lee Guthridge took 5-49.

 Enjoying a good season in the top-half of the table, Cheadle finished 17 – 11 points ahead of neighbours Cheadle Hulme in a high-scoring game at Kingsway.  Chris Grindey scored 97 in Cheadle’s declared tally of 235-7, to which the Grove Park men replied with a spirited 217-9, Adam Wilde 67, Richard Battye 44, Dave Dooler 5-47.

PICK OF DAY

 Batting: o Dean Hayes (Irby) 124

 Bowling: Ian Hughes (Heaton Mersey) 8-63 v Upton.

 All-rounder: o Ashwin Punja (Urmston) 74 not out and 5-51 v Warrington . 

25 pointer for Oakmere in Division 2

OAKMERE collected their first 25 points return with a comprehensive four wickets win against Mobberley at Overdale Lane to give them a glimmer of hope of surviving their first season in Division Two.  

 Now in trouble themselves in penultimate position, Mobberley were all out for 147, Mike Cushion 4-31, then Peter Yearsley hit an unbeaten 48 in his side’s successful reply.

 At the other end of the table, leaders Bollington were held to their first draw at Birkenhead Park. Bolly declared on 231-8, Mo Ali 69 and Park reached a spirited 180-7, stand-in skipper John Crofton 65.

 Middlewich fell further behind (49 points) in second place when they played a losing draw at Brooklands.  Chris Hart hit 81 in Brooklands’ 232-6 after which Middlewich limped to 124-7.

 Marple edged up to third place with a 37 runs win at Burnage where they posted 186 batting first, Garry Cash and Steve Worrall both 45,  Sajid Mahmood 5-42, Sabtain Baig 4-48.  Burnage were all out for 149, Janaid Maqsood contributing a fine 87, while the ever consistent Andy Greasley claimed 4-37.

 Stockport Georgians’ upwards surge continued with a three wickets win at Bredbury St. Mark’s, the home side mustering only 111, Jon Leggett 6-59.  A solid 39 from Haydn Bailey then helped Georgians close on 114-7.

 Sale came a real cropper at home to Tattenhall when they were bowled out for 83 at Dane Road, Gary Forster 6-28, Mel Dobson 3-8.  Tattenhall went on to win by seven wickets.

PICK OF DAY

Batting: Janaid Maqsood (Burnage) 87 v Marple.

Bowling: Gary Forster (Tattenhall) 6-28.
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SATURDAY’S  SCORES IN DETAIL  ……….

ECB Premier League

BOWDON v HYDE (won toss)

 Hyde 174 (52 overs: D Cranmer 37no, D. Fitzsimmons 33, J. Duffy 32, G. Cross 6-57); 

 Bowdon 165-9 (58 overs: C Hey 50, A. Crozier 34no, D. Berry 5-47.

Drawn: Hyde 13 pts., Bowdon 9 pts. 

DIDSBURY v  CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL (toss)

 Didsbury 202 (51 overs: N. Anderson 37, O. Driver 34, P. Slattery 33); 

 Chester Boughton Hall 199 (52 overs: T. Fabian 58no, M. Khan 36, H. Butterworth 31, N. Anderson 3-36, J. Fawcett 3-40).

Didsbury (25 pts.) beat Chester Boughton Hall (9 pts.) by 3 runs 

MACCLESFIELD (toss) v NESTON

 Macclesfield 178 (55 overs: S. Wilson 35, B. Morrison 33, R. Porter 30, S. Clifford 4-37,C. Finegan 3-37); 

 Neston 180-7 (44 overs: J. Smith 68, R. Porter 3-31).

Neston (25 pts.) beat Macclesfield (10 pts.) by 3 wickets.

NANTWICH v ALDERLEY EDGE (toss)

 Alderley Edge 188 (50 overs: J. Whittaker 57, B. Browne 6-79, L. Vincent 3-15); 

 Nantwich 192-5 (36 overs: L. Vincent 75, R. Doyle 41no, A. Newton 37no, J. Whittaker 3-41.

Nantwich (25 pts.) beat Alderley Edge (11 pts.) by 5 wickets.

OXTON (toss) v OULTON PARK

 Oxton 218-8 dec. (55 overs: N. Cross 51, L. Dixon 50, B. Gough 3-36); 

 Oulton Park 157-9 (51 overs: J. Kettle 55, N. Dumelow 33, N. Cross 5-42.  Rain stopped play with four overs remaining. 

Abandoned as draw: Oxton 13 pts., Oulton Park 9 pts.  

TOFT (toss) v WIDNES

 Widnes 211-8 dec. (55 overs: A.Hurdley 103no, D. Hancock 4-55); 

 Toft 212-2 (48 overs: P. Roberts 62, A. Carolan 61no, T. Drummond 49, A. Roberts 30no,

Toft (20 pts.) beat Widnes (9 pts.) by 8 wickets.

First Division

CHEADLE v CHEADLE HULME (won toss)

 Cheadle 235-7 dec. (50 overs: C. Grindey 97, C. Maudsley 3-50); 

 Cheadle Hulme 217-9 (50 overs: A. Wilde 67, R. Battye 44, D. Dooler 5-47).

Drawn: Cheadle 17 pts., Cheadle Hulme 11 pts.

GRAPPENHALL v CHRISTLETON (toss)

 Grappenhell 213-7 dec. (50 overs: R. Green 96no, S. Titchard 36, P. Allen 3-48); 

 Christleton 188-8 (50 overs: D. Bates 42, N. O’Connor 40, I. Hall 4-35).

Drawn: Grappenhall 16 pts., Christleton 10 pts. 
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HEATON MERSEY (toss) v UPTON

 Upton 206 (50 overs: A. Cotter 68, G. Earl 31, I. Hughes 8-53); 

 Heaton Mersey 207-6 (48 overs: A. Catlow 72, S. Sahabuddin 43).

Heaton Mersey (20 pts.) beat Upton (13 pts.) by 4 wickets.

IRBY (toss) v BRAMHALL

 Irby 284-7 dec. (50 overs: D. Hayes 124, M. Smith 56, A. Hurworth 49, S. Wilkinson 7-95); 

 Bramhall 281-8 (50 overs: N. Cantello 70, K. O’Connor 61, A. Hall 50, D. Collyer 3-105).

Drawn: Irby 16 pts., Bramhall 11.

POYNTON (toss) v TIMPERLEY

 Poynton 164-8 dec. (50 overs: P. Gould 50, J. Hutter 35, M. Maddocks 3-42); 

 Timperley 168-9 (48 overs: C. Byrne 80, M. Bishop 30, L. Guthridge 5-49).

Timperley (25 pts.) beat Poynton (11 pts.) by 1 wicket.

URMSTON (toss) v WARRINGTON

 Warrington 163 (50 overs: A. Kirby 41, T. Mullins 36, A. Punja 5-51, S. Panda 3-39); 

 Urmston 165-1 (26 overs: A. Punja 74no (49 balls), M. Ness 66no. = 138 for second wicket.

Urmston (20 pts.) beat Warrington (7 pts.) by 9 wickets.

Second Division

BIRKENHEAD PARK (toss) v BOLLINGTON

 Bollington 231-8 dec. (43 overs: M. Ali 69, C. Rowe 44, A Cairns 3-44, C. Stenhouse 3-61);

 Birkenhead Park 180-7 (57 overs: J. Crofton 65, I. Platt 30).

Drawn: Bollington 16 pts., Birkenhead Park 8 pts. 

BREDBURY ST. MARK’s (toss) v STOCKPORT GEORGIANS

 Bredbury 111 (45 overs: G. Martin 38, J. Leggett 6-59, I. Hussain 3-56); 

 Stockport Georgians 114-7 (37 overs: H. Bailey 39, C. Wood 3-31).

Stockport Georgians (25 pts.) beat Bredbury St. Mark’s (6 pts.) by 3 wickets. 

BROOKLANDS v MIDDLEWICH (toss)

 Brooklands 232-6 dec. (50 overs: C Hart 81); 

 Middlewich 124-7 (50 overs).

Drawn: Brooklands 16 pts., Middlewich 7 pts. 

BURNAGE v MARPLE (toss)

 Marple 186 (50 overs: G. Cash 45, S. Worrall 45, S. Mahmood 5-42, S. Baig 4-48); 

 Burnage 149 (47 overs: J. Maqsood 87, A. Greasley 4-37, D. Brook 3-23, D. Michael 3-31).

Marple (23 pts.) beat Burnage (8 pts.) by 37 runs.

OAKMERE v MOBBERLEY (toss)

 Mobberley 147 (40 overs: M. Cushion 4-31); 

 Oakmere 148-6 (45 overs: P. Yearsley 48no.).

Oakmere (25 pts.) beat Mobberley (9 pts.) by 4 wickets.

SALE (toss) v TATTENHALL

 Sale 83 (38 overs: J. Benzafar 26, G. Forster 6-28, M. Dobson 3-8); Tattenhall 85-3 (38 overs: J. Gibbon 39).

Tattenhall (25 pts.) beat Sale (2 pts.) by 7 wickets.
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TABLES AT WEEK 13: 

SATURDAY, JULY 11th

ECB Premier League
P
W25
W20
D
Ab
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts. 

BOWDON

13
2
6
3
1
1
31
18
234

* NANTWICH

13
3
4
3
1
2
41
22
228

OULTON PARK

13
0
7
3
1
2
45
16
216

NESTON

13
2
3
3
2
3
40
25
199

WIDNES

13
2
4
2
1
4
25
18
186

OXTON


13
1
3
4
1
4
54
27
183

HYDE


13
3
1
3
2
4
28
29
176

DIDSBURY

13
2
4
0
0
7
22
20
172

TOFT


13
1
3
1
0
8
56
24
167

** ALDERLEY EDGE
13
4
1
1
1
6
17
26
164

CHESTER BO. HALL
13
0
1
3
1
8
61
37
133

MACCLESFIELD
13
0
1
2
1
9
47
38
118

** Alderley Edge (25) v Nantwich (9 pts.) match on May 16th awarded to Nantwich, who receive residue of 16 points.  Alderley a further 10 penalty points deducted for fielding ineligible player: total 35. 

 * Nantwich 5 points deducted for slow over rate v Oxton on May 9th. 

First Division

P
W25
W20
D
Ab
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts. 

BRAMHALL

13
2
5
5
1
0
34
19
222

URMSTON
 
13
1
7
1
2
2
20
11
216

CHRISTLETON

13
5
1
3
1
3
28
24
212

GRAPPENHALL
13
0
6
2
1
4
40
21
194

CHEADLE HULME
13
1
4
5
0
3
50
28
193

CHEADLE

13
1
4
2
1
5
52
21
191

HEATON MERSEY
13
0
6
2
1
4
31
21
185

IRBY


13
1
3
3
1
5
62
22
184

POYNTON

13
1
2
4
0
6
38
35
146

UPTON


13
0
2
2
1
8
55
34
142

TIMPERLEY

13
1
2
1
1
8
32
31
139

WARRINGTON

13
0
1
2
2
8
46
25
113

Second Division
P
W25
W20
D
Ab
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts.

BOLLINGTON

13
1
10
1
0
1
33
9
269

MIDDLEWICH

13
2
6
3
1
1
22
13
220

MARPLE

13
0
5
3
1
4
59
28
202

STOCKPORT GEO.
13
3
2
3
2
3
37
20
196

SALE


13
0
5
4
1
3
50
27
194

BREDBURY ST. MK.
13
0
5
3
1
4
29
23
167

TATTENHALL

13
2
2
3
1
5
36
25
166

BURNAGE

13
1
2
1
1
8
46
32
154

BIRKENHEAD PARK
13
1
2
6
1
3
32
33
151

BROOKLANDS

13
1
1
3
1
7
50
33
143

MOBBERLEY

13
1
1
2
1
8
51
31
140

OAKMERE

13
1
1
2
1
8
34
17
111
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OVER 40s ROUND-UP

Wasim Akram stars for Grappers (with bat) 

A WEEK after ex-Lancashire and England player Peter Martin made his spectacular Over 40s debut for Toft, former Old Trafford and Pakistan legend Wasim Akram appeared for Grappenhall – at Toft - on Wednesday last week. 

 Akram did not take any wickets (0-7, plus a catch), but hit such a violent 35 runs before retiring that spectators were standing in front of their cars to prevent damage.

 Said Grappers’ umpire Mike Tyerman:  “Wasim is a good friend of Neil Fairbrother who has enjoyed playing Forties so much he persuaded him to give it a try.  Please don’t think we’re pot-hunting, we’re very unlikely to win the Group!”

 The previous week at Barnton, Peter Martin actually took 7-6, not 6-7 as reported. All his victims came in a second two-over spell when he hit the stumps seven times in 12 deliveries. Peter has since found local ‘fame’ via Newsletter publicity and friends have been texting him to suggest he’s found his right level at last.   

MTB writes: The sudden rush of big name players in Forties cricket set me wondering how many Test cricketers have appeared in the League since its inception in 1975.  I have come up with the following team of players who had already appeared in Test cricket or went on to do so: 

 Neil Fairbrother (Grappenhall 40s), Peter Martin (Toft 40s), Barry Wood and Paul Allott (both Bowdon), John Crawley (Warrington) all for England; Wasim Akram (Grappenhall 40s) and Ata ur Rehman (Widnes), both for Pakistan; Grant Flower (Widnes) for Zimbabwe; Phil Emery (Macclesfield) for Australia; Lou Vincent (Nantwich) for New Zealand; Xavier Marshall (Sale) for West Indies.   Can you think of any more?

RESULTS OF GAMES ON WEDNESDAY, JULY 8

GROUP A

NESTON v IRBY:  Irby 71-8 (A. Hurworth 22, Jones 3-8); Neston 75-3 (Clifford 24, Manchett 23).

Neston won by 7 wickets: 4 pts.

TATTENHALL WRECKERS v DAVENHAM: Davenham 105-6 (Kouris 30); Tattenhall 105-6 (Smith 30, Houghton 2-16).

Match tied: 3 pts. each.

UPTON v CHRISTLETON: Upton 127-6 (Hughes 30, Burns 30, Reid 2-16); Christleton 112-3 (Tidy 33, Hollindale 31, N. Sharrock 2-23).

Upton won by 15 runs: 4 pts.

Open: Chester Boughton Hall. 

GROUP B

NANTWICH CAVALIERS v MOBBERLEY: Nantwich 148-6 (Maynard 33, Newton 32); Mobberley 88 (Sutcliffe 24).

Nantwich Cavaliers won by 60 runs: 4 pts. 

TOFT v GRAPPENHALL: Toft 108-6 (Sheldon 33, Mitchell 30, Tetlow 2-30); Grappenhall 111-5 (Akram 35, Fairbrother 22)

Grappenhall won by 5 wickets: 4 pts.

WARRINGTON v BARNTON: Warrington 146-2 (Molyneux 30, Boys 30, Boersma 30); Barnton 123-6 (Bowden 29, Gillbert 2-22).

Warrington won by 23 runs: 4 pts. 

Open: Alderley Edge Wizards.

GROUP C

SALE v CHEADLE: Cheadle 115-3 (Oldfield 33, Clayton 30); Sale 108-5 (Knowles 32, Briggs 30).

Cheadle won by 7 runs: 4 pts.

TIMPERLEY v BROOKLANDS:  Brooklands 89-9 (Prickett 4-7); Timperley 93-9 (Fisher 30, Carson 30).

Timperley won by 1 wicket: 4 pts. 

URMSTON v BOWDON VALE VIKINGS:  Urmston 150-5 (Riddler 33, Cartwright 31, Alcroft 30, Froggatt 2-22); Bowdon Vale 101-7 (Hunter 19, Howells 3-24).

Urmston won by 49 runs: 4 pts. 
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GROUP D

BOLLINGTON v ROMILEY: Romiley could not raise a team.

Bollington won by default:  4 pts.

BREDBURY SAINTS v POYNTON LEGENDS:  Poynton 147-4 (Berzins 33, Wilde 31, Thompson 31); Bredbury 93 (Cox 33, Bowler 3-4, Marden 2-11, Hollier 2-30),

Poynton Legends won by 54 runs: 4 pts. 

CHEADLE HULME v MARPLE: Marple 126-6 (Ashton 34, Stringer 34, J. Potts 3-16); Cheadle Hulme 128-1 (Beckley 32, J. Potts 31, Maudsley 30).

Cheadle Hulme won by 9 wickets: 4 pts. 

Open: Macclesfield 

FORTIES TABLES TO JULY 8

GROUP A


P
W
T
C
L
Pts.

UPTON



8
6
1
0
1
27

NESTON



9
5
1
2
1
27

TATTENHALL WRECKERS
9
4
1
2
2
23

IRBY



8
3
2
2
1
22

CHESTER BO. HALL

8
3
0
1
4
14

DAVENHAM


9
0
1
2
6
7

CHRISTLETON


9
1
0
1
7
6

GROUP B

NANTWICH CAVALIERS

8
6
0
1
1
26

MOBBERLEY


8
4
0
2
2
20

TOFT



8
4
0
2
2
20

GRAPPENHALL


9
3
0
3
3
18

ALDERLEY EDGE WIZARDS
8
2
0
3
3
14

WARRINGTON


8
2
0
1
5
10

BARNTON


9
1
0
2
6
8

GROUP C

URMSTON


6
5
0
1
0
22

TIMPERLEY


7
4
0
1
2
18

CHEADLE


8
2
0
3
3
14

BOWDON VALE VIKINGS

7
3
0
0
4
12

BROOKLANDS


6
2
0
1
3
10

SALE SILVERBACKS

6
1
0
0
5
4

GROUP D

BOLLINGTON


8
6
0
1
1
26

CHEADLE HULME

9
4
0
3
2
22

POYNTON LEGENDS

8
4
0
2
2
20

MARPLE


8
3
0
1
4
14

ROMILEY


9
3
0
1
5
14

MACCLESFIELD


8
2
0
2
4
12

BREDBURY SAINTS

8
2
0
0
6
8

FIXTURES ON WEDNESDAY, JULY 15th (6.15 p.m.)

GROUP A: Christleton v Chester; Davenham v Upton; Tattenhall v Irby. Open: Neston.

GROUP B: Alderley Edge v Grappenhall; Toft v Nantwich; Warrington v Mobberley. Open: Barnton

GROUP C: Bowdon Vale v Sale (re-arranged): Brooklands v Urmston; Timperley v Cheadle.

GROUP D: Marple v Macclesfield; Poynton v Cheadle Hulme; Romiley v Bredbury (July 16). Open: Bollington.  

Over 60s beat Leicestershire

 CHESHIRE wound up their group fixtures in the ECB 50 Plus County championship against Yorkshire at Alderley Edge last Wednesday with a 45 runs defeat, but expect to qualify for the play-offs having recorded five victories, says manager Paul Freedman. 

   Batting first on a damp Alderley Edge pitch, Yorkshire did well to post 189-7, Chris Lees 2-29. Apart from skipper Phil Thomas (48), Cheshire’s top batting failed for once and they closed on 145-9, suffering only their second defeat of the campaign. 
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 O In the Spitfire Over 60s county championship Cheshire meet Derbyshire at Belper on Tuesday, July 14th,  then host Yorkshire at Grappenhall week later, 

CHESHIRE DEVELOPMENT XI meet their Staffs counterparts at Nantwich on Thursday, July 16 (11 a.m.). Cheshire squad: Guy Emmett captain, Louis Bentley, Jonny Kettle, Craig Williamson (Oulton Park), Lee Dixon (Oxton), Jon Fawcett (Didsbury), David Hurst (Neston), James McCoy (Widnes), Olly Sadler (Alsager), Chris Simpson, Jimmy Warrington (Nantwich), Tom Young (Hyde).

  The squad to meet Lancashire Under 19s at Liverpool on Tuesday / Wednesday, July 22 / 23 (11 a.m. daily) will be: Pat Roberts (Toft) captain; Mark Bennett (Heaton Mersey), Louis Bentley, Craig Williamson (Oulton Park), Tom Evans (Widnes), Ashley Shaw,  Ollie Law (Chester B.H.), Khalid Sawas (Macclesfield), Charlie Reid (Alderley Edge), Andy Tetlow (Grappenhall), David While, John While (New Brighton). Team manager: Steve Amison. 

LEAGUE T20 UP-DATES

Incentive for Fred GrahamTrophy winners
THE winners of this season’s Fred Graham T20 Trophy will represent the League and host the Cockspur Cup North-West regional finals provisionally on August Bank Holiday Monday, August 31st.

Making up a threesome that day will be the Derbyshire premiership T20 winners (Ockbrook and Borrowash) and the Liverpool Competition representatives, not yet known.  

 The winners on the Bank Holiday will play the North-East champions away in the national semi-finals on Sunday, September 6th or 13th. Those winners then go on to the final at the Swalec Stadium, Cardiff on Sunday, September 27th which will be televised live. 

 A problem will arise if the League’s Finals Day at Upton on Sunday, August 16th is postponed due to rain because the fall-back date is Sunday, August 30th, only 24 hours before the regional finals.

 These arrangements have yet to be finalised by the ECB. 

QUARTER-FINAL DRAW (games to be played by Saturday, August 1):

OXTON v OULTON PARK  (no date notifed)

MIDDLEWICH v URMSTON (no date notifed)

CHEADLE HULME v TOFT (Thursday, July 23, 6.15 p.m.) 

HYDE v BURNAGE  (no date notified)

The winners go through to Finals Day as reported above. 

PLATE T20 QUARTER-FINALS (games to be played by Sunday, July 19th)
NANTWICH  v IRBY  (Friday, July 17, 6.15 p.m.,) 

UPTON v MOBBERLEY (no date notified)

BOLLINGTON v BRAMHALL (no date notified

GRAPPENHALL v ALDERLEY EDGE  (no date notified)

 The four winners go through to the semi-finals to be completed by Friday, August 7th, those winners qualifying for Finals Day at Upton to be sponsored by Fusion Sports. 

O Clubs should arrange their Fred Graham T20 and Plate games ASAP and immediately notify the Fixture Secretary so that panel umpires can be appointed well in advance. 

O Home clubs need to telephone the result and highlights in the normal way immediately after the game and also submit a fully-completed and signed result sheet, although pitch ratings and umpires’ assessments are not required. 

 O THE following result sheets are missing and should be submitted ASAP : Cup round 2 Didsbury v Bowdon; Irby v Oxton (both May 28).  Round 3: Hyde v Stockport Georgians (June 11); Neston v Oxton (June 18).  Plate round 1: Marple v Cheadle (June 12); Bredbury v Poynton (June 17 – no info). 

WEBSITE INFO

HOME clubs in all divisions and at all levels of cricket throughout the league are urged to post their match details on the League results website.  

 Any system issues or problems should be referred to webmasters Darren and Sharon Sutcliffe at dsooty54@btinternet.com.To access the full set-out League results and other stats enter via Cheshirecountycl.play-cricket.com/scoreboard/results.asp

 Another website worth visiting for fans of cricket in the county is the Cheshire Board’s regularly up-dated Cheshire-cricket-board.org.uk
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Cheshire foiled by rain after Tipper 219

CHESHIRE were almost certainly foiled by rain when the third day’s play was washed out in their Minor Counties championship match against Herefordshire at Nantwich on Tuesday last week.

 Cheshire had dominated the first two days, especially on Sunday when they racked up 454-9 declared, with Hyde batsman Chris Topper compiling a county record 219.  Playing only his second county game, Tipper also figured in a Minor Counties eighth wicket record stand of 153 with wicket-keeper Mark Dawson (61 not out).

 Herefordshire replied on the second day with 327, Danny Berry 4-53,  Nathan Dumelow 4-94. Leading by 127, Cheshire then piled up 201-5 in 71 overs in their second innings, Ben Spendlove top-scoring with 71 not out and Tipper 50.  This gave them a lead of 328, but Tuesday rain prevented  further play.

 The next championship match is against Dorset at Alderley Edge on Sunday – Tuesday, July 26-28. 

 O Cheshire’s Centenary Luncheon takes place at Chester Boughton Hall on Wednesday, July 15th . The event starts at 2 p.m. during the interval of Cheshire’s match against a Minor Counties Select XI (11 am).  Former Cheshire and Essex all-rounder Bob Cooke is guest speaker. 

Cheshire Women’s cricket

(from PRESS OFFICER MARTIN SAXON)

POYNTON top the First Division of the Cheshire Women’s Cricket League with 133 points from six games, followed by Chester Boughton Hall (108 from five). 

  After beating leaders Romiley & Dinting, Trafford lie runners-up in the Second Division from which only one team will be promoted.

 The League’s Lovelane Knock out final is to be played on Sunday, July 19th at Barrow between Appleton and Chester Boughton Hall (2.30 p.m.).

 In the ECB Premier League North, Warrington ended their winning run with a 40 runs defeat at Sheffield United, then beat Meir Heath by five wickets and still top the table.

Umpire Ramage entertains

NEW panel member Ian Ramage gave an interesting and entertaining account of his experiences as an umpire in the ICC World Cup qualifying competition in South Africa in February and March at the mid-season meeting of the League Umpires & Scorers Association at Warrington on Monday, July 7th.

A Scotsman, Ian said he enjoyed umpiring in Cheshire more than in his home country as it was “proper cricket”.

 Mike Talbot-Butler was elected an Honorary Life Member and Vice President of the Association for his length of service as an umpire since joining  the panel in 1980.  He was made a presentation by chairman Ian Greensmith.

 Mr. Greensmith explained the circumstances surrounding the suspension from the panel of John Noble for his actions during a Cheshire Cup game at Middlewich in June.

 Appointments Secretary Jon Hacking warned that he would be struggling to appoint two umpires to all League matches during August, when availability was tight during the school holidays. 

 The AGM would be at Toft on Tuesday, November 24th. 

UMPIRES’ DEATHS

 The death has occurred of Walter Thomas ‘Robbie’ Robins, aged 83, one of the best-known figures in North-West umpiring, umpiring instruction and the game’s law-making. He retired to live in Poole, Dorset in 2003.

  Newsletter also regrets to record the death of Neville Heys, 73, a former League panel umpire who also served the Central Lancashire League after a career as a fast bowler with Prestwich in the Lancashire & Cheshire League - and as a very tough Manchester City policeman.  . 

Harking back to Saturday, July 4th
PREMIER LEAGUE PITCH REPORTS: 4 – Alderley Edge, Neston, Oulton Park; Widnes; 3 – Chester Boughton Hall, Hyde.

 Top individual performers after 12 games – Batting: Goodwin (CBH) 682 runs; Leech (Oulton Park) 644; oVincent (Nantwich) 567; Hurst (Neston) 537; Smith (Neston) 536.  Bowling: Whittaker (Alderley Edge) 34 wickets; Rehman (Wodnes) 33; Browne (Nantwich) and Syddall (Bowdon) both 31; Dumelow (Oulton Park) 30. 
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Andy Worrall (Alderley Edge) took 2 catches and 2 stumpings against Toft.  Sohail Rauf’s 100 not out in 108 deliveries the season’s fastest league century.  With Richard Wilkinson (55), Rauf added 111 for the third wicket.

 Chris Tipper (Hyde) was bowled for a duck by Nantwich’s Nigel Evans at Werneth Low, 24 hours before scoring a record 219 in Cheshire’s Minor Counties game against Herefordshire  - at Nantwich.

DIVISION 1 PITCH REPORTS: 5 – Bramhall, Christleton; 4 – Cheadle Hulme; Upton; 3 – Timperley; Warrington.

 Top individual performers to date.  Batting: De Silva (Christleton) 627 runs; Gould (Poynton) 562; Dawson (Bramhall) 536; Kingham (Poynton) 479; Bennett (Heaton Mersey) 389. Bowling: oSahabuddin (Heaton Mersey) 36 wickets; McCray (Cheadle Hulme) 34; Wilkinson (Bramhall) 32; oWilkie (Timperley) 30; oGuthridge (Poynton) 28.

 Skipper Nick Cantello (94 not out) and Mark Dawson (86 not out) added an unbroken 185 for the third Bramhall wicket vs. Poynton.

 Cheadle had no scorer for the third time in four weeks at Warrington.  What Cheadle have at both ends of their ground is one sight screen (not one scoreboard as stated last week).

DIVISION 2 PITCH REPORTS: 5 – Middlewich; 4 – Marple, Mobberley, Tattenhall; 3 – Stockport Georgians; 2 – Bollington. 

 Best individual performers after 12 games.  Batting – Khan (Sale) 582 (avge. 116.4); Cornford (Middlewich) 482; Taylor (Sale) 462; Rowe (Bollington) 455; oMichael (Marple) 447. Bowling: Ali (Bollington) 45 wickets; Aqeel (Bollington) 27; R. Halkon (Sale) 26; Mahmood (Burnage) 25; Tomlinson (Middlewich) 23. 

Umpires’ assessment cards for games on July 4th were not received by Ken Spilsbury from Nantwich, Widnes (third week in succession) and Marple. 

Mullaney Trophy scorecard

SCORECARD in the Mullaney Trophy game at Moorfield on Sunday, July 5th when the Cheshire County League’s First & Second Division XI beat the Merseyside & Southport Alliance by four wickets was:

M&S ALLIANCE



COUNTY LEAGUE

K. Highdale c Parry b Higginbottom

4
D. Halkon c & b Cassidy

21

P. Derryhouse c Durham b Barnes

28
H. Khan c Aitchison b Barnes

4

W. Vanderwalt c Durham b Allen

0
D. Bates lbw Cassidy

0

D. Conlan lbw Allen


0
R. Clorley c Aitchison b Cassidy
0

S. Holden c Clorley b Khan


6
S. Parry not out


26

S. Aitchison c Clorley b Clarke

15
C. Durham B Cassidy

2

N. Durand c Allen b R. Halkon

28
P. Allen c Durand b Cassidy

0

P. White c Khan b R.Halkon


4
I. Barnes not out


56

D. Andrew c Khan b Clark


2
Extras



6

W. Cassidy c Bates b Clark


0
Total (for 6 wickets: 32.2 overs)
111

R. Hall not out



5
Did not bat: R. Clark, M. Higginbottom,

Extras




18
R. Halkon. 

Total (all out, 33.5 overs)


110



 

CL bowling: Allen 6-0-23-2; Higginbottom 

M&SA bowling: Cassidy 10-2-39-5;

5-21-17-1; Khan 7-0-15-1; Barnes 5-1-9-1;

Hall 10-5-13-1; Andrew 6.2-2-30-0;

R. Halkon 6-0-20-3; Clark 4.5-0-22-3.  


White 3-1-12-0; Holden 3-0-18.0

 The Mullaney Trophy is a four-cornered competition also involving the Cheshire Cricket League and the Derbyshire & Cheshire League, all playing one another once.  

 Remaining  County League fixtures are: Cheshire League at Hale Barns (Monday, August 31); D&CL at Marple (Sunday, September 6).  

Taking on the Competition (twice)

THE League are to meet the Liverpool Competition in two challenge matches in early August.

 On Wednesday, August 5th they play the Merseysiders in a open age match for the Inter-League Challenge Shield at Widnes (1.30 p.m.).

 Four days later on Sunday, August 9th, the League Under 18s play their Competition counterparts in an official  one-off game for the North-West Colts Trophy at Oxton  (1.30 p.m.).   The NWCT will undertake the expenses of the match and provide a man of the match prize. 
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BRAMHALL players raised £3,532.for Christie’s Cancer Hospital by means of a recent Marathon Run.  They did it as a token of  thanks to the hospital for the treatment to president Peter Babbage, who had a lengthy stay there when he was taken ill last winter

 Says Peter: “I’m grateful to the people who undertook the run and the many kind folk who donated.  As for myself, I’m much better and aim to make at least one appearance for the 4th XI this season”. 
BROOKLANDS have completed the transfer from Central Lancashire League club Radcliffe of Shahib Mahboob and he was cleared to make his debut on Saturday.

NESTON host an Old England XI at Parkgate on Thursday, July 23rd in aid of NW Cancer Research. The Oldies team will include john Lever, Jim Parks, Derek Randall, Mike Hendrick, Martin Bicknell, Arnie Sidebottom and Monte Lynch. Admission is £2.

Neston still top Fair Play table

NESTON retained their place at the top of the League’s Fair Play table at the season’s half-way stage with an average mark of 3.60, out of a maximum 4. 

 The table, drawn up by co-ordinator John Lofthouse, sees holders Toft wallowing in joint 24th position at 3.08, while there are seven clubs below the acceptable mark of 3, including premiership Oxton who foot the table at 2.46. Latest placings:

       1.      3.60  Neston

2.   3.55  Chester Boughton Hall

3        3.50  Cheadle Hulme

4=      3.46  Nantwich, Oakmere

6=      3.36  Bredbury, Mobberley, Widnes

9=      3.27  Birkenhead Park, Grappenhall, Sale

12=    3.20  Hyde, Stockport Georgians

14=    3.18  Christleton, Cheadle, Tattenhall, Timperley

18      3.10  Warrington

19=    3.09  Alderley Edge, Brooklands, Irby, Macclesfield, Oulton Park.

24=    3.08  Bollington, Toft

26=    3.00  Bowdon, Didsbury, Upton, Urmston

30.   2.91  Middlewich

31.   2.83  Poynton

32=    2.82  Bramhall, Marple

34.   2.73  Heaton Mersey

35.   2.64  Burnage

36.   2.46  Oxton

Alistair Davies tests your Cricket Law:  Week 13

AT the commencement of the match, the bails cannot be found and the umpires decide to play without them.  In the first over, a fair delivery beats the batsman and touches a stump, but not sufficiently hard enough to remove a bail had it been in place. There is an appeal. – what should the umpire do?

 REMINDER OF LAST WEEK’S POSER:

A WIDE ball is called which passes the wicket-keeper and runs down to fine leg.  A fielder runs after it and seeing the batsmen have set off on a run, throws the ball at the bowler’s end wicket, just before the batsmen cross.  The ball misses the stumps, with the striker just short of the popping crease and goes to the boundary.  How many run are scored? 

 Answer: The position of the batsmen at the time of the throw is the important factor. As they had not crossed that run does not count.  However, four runs are scored for the boundary, plus one for the wide ball, all scored as wides.  There will be an extra ball bowled in the over. Laws 19.6; 25.5; 25.7

o WITH regards to Jon Hacking’s recent query regarding the ‘Six runs’ incident at Hyde: after contact with Lord’s and MCC, it has been concluded that it wasn’t six runs and only the runs actually run should have been scored. The pertinent point was the fact that that the ball was not grounded and the fielder was off the ground at the time of impact. The fact that he had left the field of play is irrelevant.

TOMMY COOPERISMS:

They say one in five people in the world is Chinese;

There are five people in my family, so it must be one of them;

It’s either my Mum or Dad - 

Or my older brother Colin - 

Or my younger brother Ho Cha Chu.

I think it must be Colin.
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LEAGUE FIXTURES & UMPIRES

 FOR WEEK 14: SATURDAY, JULY 18th
ECB Premier League (12.30 p.m.)

ALDERLEY EDGE v NESTON

Iam Ramage & Sandy Scrimgeour

BOWDON v OXTON



David Moss & Glyn Roberts

CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL v WIDNES
Barrie Burns & Alistair Davies

HYDE v MACCLESFIELD


Stan Davies & John Silver

NANTWICH v DIDSBURY


Stuart Anderson & Ian Greensmith

OULTON PARK v TOFT


Terry Hill & George Murphy

 First Division (1 p.m.)

BRAMHALL v URMSTON


Bob Cunningham & Allan Lewis

CHRISTLETON v WARRINGTON

Steve Kirkbright & John Lofthouse

HEATON MERSEY v GRAPPENHALL
Ian Drury & Peter Ogden

POYNTON v IRBY



Clive Heylin & Tom Spencer

TIMPERLEY v CHEADLE


Peter Hayes & Jim Shallcross

UPTON v CHEADLE HULME


Brian Jones & Ged Kinsey



Second Division (1 p.m.)

BIRKENHEAD PARK v BROOKLANDS
Ray Prescott & Paul Wilgose

BOLLINGTON v STOCKPORT GEO.

Ken Simpson t. 01939 233415 & Chris Smith

MIDDLEWICH v MARPLE


Peter Hanaby & Ronnie Locke

MOBBERLEY v BURNAGE


Clive Rice & Don Speakman

SALE v OAKMERE



Don Flanagan & Sagir Parkar

TATTENHALL v BREDBURY ST. MK. 
Jon Hacking & David Humpage







WHERE TO GO ON SUNDAY, JULY 19th …..

Cheshire Cup quarter-finals (1.30 p.m.) 

ALDERLEY EDGE v BOLLINGTON

BOWDON v MACCLESFIELD

ELWORTH v WALLASEY

NESTON v OULTON PARK

Cheshire Shield quarter-finals (1.30 p.m.)

ASHTON on MERSEY v CHEADLE

BRAMHALL v BIRKENHEAD ST. MARY’S

BROOKLANDS v MARPLE

LINDOW v STOCKPORT

 Mike.t-b@virgin.net: July 13 / 09 

