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Clubs vote 24 – 8 for Appeals panel to meet again

AN e-mail vote of 24 – 8, with four clubs not replying, has given the Appeals panel the green light to meet again and reconsider the penalties imposed upon Alderley Edge and Widnes for their players appearing as deputy professionals in unauthorised games outside the League.

 Alderley Edge had Sohail Rauf suspended for four weeks with 35 points deducted, while Widnes’ Ata ur Rehman was suspended for six weeks and the club docked a total of 128 points, both for breaching the League regulation. 

 The panel will reconvene on an early date yet to be agreed under Deputy chairman John Bygate. 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

TWO LAST BALL DECIDERS

TWO games were decided off the last ball in an ECB Premiership programme badly interrupted by overnight and late afternoon rain.

 Possibly the most important boundary of the season was smote by skipper Antony Crozier to help Bowdon beat Oxton by six wickets at South Downs road and bank 20 vital points and retain the leadership. 

 After the loss of 40 overs, Oxton compiled a rapid 175-7 in 35 overs, Andy Gibson 39 being helped by the Dixon brothers Ross (39) and Lee (37).  Gareth Cross hit 48 in Bowdon’s; reply, but the key innings came from Crozier who wound up with an unbeaten 58 including that final ball boundary.

 It was bowler Jason Whittaker who won the match for Alderley Edge at home to Neston to help record a 69 runs victory.  Mark Currie, 106 – his third century of the season - and Richard Wilkinson, 72 not out, batted superbly in a third wicket partnership worth 135, to enable Alderley to declare on 214-3. Neston’s reply looked like earning them draw points thanks to Mark Garrett, 46. Then an inspired spell by Jason Whittaker, including the final wicket off the last delivery of the day, earned him figures of 17-6-21-5 and his club a 24 points return.

 Nantwich remain in second place behind Bowdon, but had to be content with 13 draw points against improved Didsbury at Whitehouse Lane which lost 10 overs to rain.  An unbroken  last wicket stand worth 60 between Jimmy Warrington (41 not out) and Barrington Browne (12) enabled the Dabbers to declare on 209-9, Jamie Maltman 4-52, Nick Anderson 4-54. Didsbury had reached 48-1 off 19 overs at the rain break, but stepped on the gas afterwards with skipper Paul Sperring’s breezy 73  and 33 each from John Mason and Nick Anderson taking them to 205-9 when time ran out.

Oulton Park enjoyed a comfortable 77 runs home win against Toft to pocket 24 points.  Jonny Kettle top-scored with 35 in Park’s 196, Sean Mudalige 4-72, but Toft’s batsman fell well short at 119, Nathan Dumelow 4-46.

 Widnes picked up 20 priceless points with a three wickets win at Chester Boughton Hall, whom they bowled out for 111, Peter Roberts 5-12.  Danny Naughton’s 40 saw Widnes home, despite deep inroads by Alex Kegg, 4-23.

 Hyde were too strong for Macclesfield at Werneth Low after James Duffy’s 96 not out and 50 from Danny Berry had helped them declare on 224-5, Ian Tate 4-65. Macc managed only 117 in reply.

                             Outfielder takes seven catches – page 11
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DIVISION 1

Christleton stake their claim

WITH Sri Lankan-born batsman Iroshan de Silva compiling his fourth century since May 30th, Christleton collected 16 points from a high-scoring draw at home to Warrington and now lie second in the First Division table.

 De Silva carried his bat for 106 in a declared tally of 226-1 and now has 765 runs. He was supported by David Bates, 48 not out and Simon Ratcliffe, 46.  James Hughes scored a typically fluent 63 as Warrington stood their ground to post 163-7 in reply, Guy Newell 4-41.

 The clash between the Big Two, Bramhall and Urmston was cancelled due to heavy overnight rain in east-Cheshire, giving both clubs nine points and enabling Christleton to steal up to within three points of leaders Bramhall.

Grappenhall are fourth

Grappenhall lie a handy fourth after a five wickets win at Heaton Mersey who declared on 192-6 with 99 from Syed Sahabuddin.  Grappers won with five balls to spare, Richard Green 67, Steve Titchard 45 not out.

  Cheadle Hulme’s decline continued when they lost by 92 runs at Upton, who batted well to post 180-8, Chris Camden 47, Andy Cotter 42, Ewan McCray 4-63. The Grove Park men were bundled out for 88, the League’s 2nd XI results secretary Ian Sharrock producing more good figures with 5-36 and George Earl 4-26.

 Cheadle won a tight game at Timperley by six runs after being dismissed for 178, Rana Malook 54, N. Brown 5-21.  Timperley’s last wicket fell at 172, Mike Bishop 37, Dave Dooler 3-20.

 A second casualty of the weather was Poynton v Irby.

DIVISION 2

Scare for Bollington

AFTER routing Stockport Georgians for 71 at the Recreation Ground (Andy Splatt 39, Abdul Aqeel 6-32), Division Two leaders Bollington were given a scare by Stockport Georgians. 

 Bolly’s reply declined from 27-3 to 69-7 before going on to win by three wickets, Calum Rowe contributing a vital 38, while Ifti Hussain took 4-8 off 24 deliveries for Georgians

 In the clash of the second and third placed clubs at Haddon Field, Marple emerged  with a 15-9 draw as Middlewich continued to struggle in the absence of injured skipper James Cornford.  Marple declared on 173-9, Dominic Michael 64, Phil Parry 4-61, then Middlewich plodded to 137-9, brother Steve Parry 69 not out, Andy Greasley 3-36.

 Sale recorded a rare 20 – 0 pts. win, at the expense of Oakmere at Dane road. After dismissing their visitors for 121, Paul Guilford 54, Mike Halkon 4-22, Sale openers Stuart Grant and John Taylor both reached 59 to seal a 10 wickets win inside 20 overs.  

 The excellent sportsmanship showed by both sides in this match was praised by umpires Don Flangan and Sagir Parker. “A credit to behold”, said they.  

John Birchall back in form

With star all-rounder John Birchall bouncing back to form, Brooklands scored an eight wickets win at Birkenhead where Park mustered only 91, Chris Stenhouse 34, Birchall 5-21.  Brooklands responded with 92-2, Birchall 58.

 Mobberley collected 20 sorely-needed points with a six wickets home win against Burnage, Aussie all-rounder Lachlan Jones proving their key man.  Burnage scored 165, Jamil Maqsood 70, Jones 6-40; then Mobberley came up with 167-4, Jones 40, Nafees Din  - back with the club via Fleetwood Hesketh - not out 35. 

 Tattenhall edged the draw points 12 – 9 against Bredbury St. Mark’s at Flacca Field after declaring on 184-7, John Hope 50, Danny Ahmed 43.  Bredbury got close at 177-7, Chris Wood 55, Mel Dobson 5-57. Tatters’ wicket keeper Roy Stanford took three stumpings and a catch  - and also raised his batting average with 2 not out. 
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ALL SATURDAY’S STATS

ECB Premier League

ALDERLEY EDGE v NESTON (won toss)

Alderley Edge 214-3 dec. (55 overs: M. Currie 106, R. Wilkinson 72no); 

 Neston 145 (55 overs: N. Garrett 46, D. Ibranovic 41, J. Whittaker 5-21).

Alderley Edge (24 pts.) beat Neston (4 pts.) by 69 runs.

BOWDON (toss) v OXTON

Oxton 175-7 dec. (35 overs: R. Dixon 39, A. Gibson 37, L. Dixon 33, A. Syddall 3-83); 

Bowdon 176-4 (35 overs: A. Crozier 58no, G. Cross 48, C. Hey 31).  

Reduced to 70 overs by rain.

Bowdon (20 pts.) beat Oxton (9 pts.) by 6 wickets. 

CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL v WIDNES (toss)

Chester 111 (48 overs: E. Roberts 30, T. Fabian 29, P. Roberts 5-12, A. Hurdley 3-24); 

Widnes 113-7 (50 overs: D. Naughton 40, A. Kegg 4-23, A. Shaw 3-19).

Widnes (20 pts.) beat Chester Boughton Hall (6 pts.) by 3 wickets.

HYDE v MACCLESFIELD (toss)

Hyde 224-5 dec. (45 overs: J. Duffy 96no, D. Berry 50, T. Twiney 38, P. Tate 4-65); 

Macclesfield 116 (D. Berry 3-24, T. Young 3-25, S. Scammell 3-44).  

Reduced to 90 overs by rain. 

 Hyde (23 pts.) beat Macclesfield (4 pts.) by 108 runs. 

NANTWICH (toss) v DIDSBURY

Nantwich 209-9 dec. (55 overs: J. Warrington 41no, A. Newton 40, S. Ogilby 32, N. Anderson 4-57, J. Maltman 4-52); 

Didsbury 205-9 (45 overs: P. Sperring 73, N. Anderson 33, J. Morgan 33). 

Reduced to 100 overs by rain. 

Drawn: Nantwich 13 pts., Didsbury 12 pts. 

OULTON PARK v TOFT (toss)

Oulton Park 196 (43 overs: J. Kettle 35, S Mudalige 4-72, J. Bean 3-19, R. Kitzinger 3-103); 

Toft 119 (32 overs: S Hardstaff 25, N. Dumelow 4-46, G. Emmett 3-24, R. Taylor 3-41).

Oulton Park (24 pts.) beat Toft (6 pts.) by 77 runs. 

PICK OF DAY:

Batting: Mark Currie (Alderley Edge) 106 v Neston.

Bowling: P. Roberts (Widnes) 5-12 v Chester Boughton Hall.

All-rounder: Danny Berry (Hyde) 50 and 3-24 v Macclesfield. 
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First Division

BRAMHALL v URMSTON

Cancelled due to waterlogged ground: 9 pts. each

CHRISTLETON v WARRINGTON (toss)

Christleton 226-1 dec. (48 overs: I. De Silva 106no, D. Bates 48no, S. Ratcliffe 46); 

Warrington 163-7 (49 overs: J. Hughes 63, G. Newell 4-41). 

Three overs rain interruption.  

Drawn: Christleton 16 pts., Warrington 6 pts. 

HEATON MERSEY v GRAPPENHALL (toss)

Heaton Mersey 192-5 dec. (50 overs: S. Sahabuddin 99); 

Grappenhall 193-5 (49.1 overs: R. Green 67, S. Titchard 45no). 

Grappenhall (20 pts.) beat Heaton Mersey (9 pts.) by 5 wickets.  

POYNTON v IRBY

Cancelled due to waterlogged ground: 9 pts. each 

TIMPERLEY (toss) v CHEADLE

Cheadle 178 (50 overs: R. Malook 54, N. Brown 5-21); 

Timperley 172 (49.1 overs: M Bishop 37, D. Dooler 3-20).

Cheadle (23 pts.) beat Timperley (8 pts.) by 6 runs.

UPTON v CHEADLE HULME (toss)

Upton 180-8 dec. (50 overs: C. Camden 47, A. Cotter 42, E. McCray 4-63, A. Wilde 3-35);

Cheadle Hulme 88 (33 overs: I. Sharrock 5-36, G. Earl 4-26).

Upton (22 pts.) beat Cheadle Hulme (4 pts.) by 92 runs.

PICK OF DAY:

Batting: Iroshan de Silva (Christleton) 106 not out v Warrington, 

Bowling: N. Brown (Timperley) 5-21 v Cheadle.

Second Division

BIRKENHEAD PARK v BROOKLANDS (toss)

Birkenhead Park 91 (48 overs: C. Stenhouse 34, J. Birchall 5-21, S. Mahboob 4-25); Brooklands 91-2 (18 overs: J. Birchall 58).

Brooklands (20 pts.) beat Birkenhead Park (1 pt.) by 8 wickets.

BOLLINGTON (toss) v STOCKPORT GEORGIANS

Stockport Georgians 71 (36 overs: A. Splatt 39, A.Aqeel 6-32, A. Palazzo 4-9); Bollington 75-7 (20 overs: C. Rowe 38, I. Hussain 4-8).

Brooklands (20 pts.) beat Stockport Georgians (4 pts.) by 3 wickets.

MIDDLEWICH v MARPLE (toss)

Marple 173-9 dec. (50 overs: D. Michael 64, P. Parry 4-61); Middlewich 137-9 (50 overs: S. Parry 69 no, A. Greasley 3-36).

Drawn: Marple 15 pts., Middlewich 9 pts.
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Division 2 continued …..

MOBBERLEY (toss) v BURNAGE

Burnage 165 (48 overs: J. Maqsood 70, K. Arshad 54, L. Jones 6-40, S. Spiteri 3-75); 

Mobberley 163-4 (50 overs: L. Jones 40, N. Din 35no).
Mobberley (20 pts.) beat Burnage (10 pts.) by 6 wickets.

SALE (toss) v OAKMERE

Oakmere 121 (P. Guilford 54, M. Halkon 4-22); 

Sale 123-0 (19.1 overs: S. Grant 59no, J. Taylor 59no).

Sale (20 pts.) Oakmere O pts.

TATTENHALL v BREDBURY ST. MARK’s (toss)

Tattenhall 184-7 dec. (50 overs: J. Hope 50, D. Ahmed 43, G. Barlow 3-67);

Bredbury St. Mark’s 177-7 (50 overs: C. Wood 55, P. Wood 40, G. Martin 30, M. Dobson 5-57)

Drawn: Tattenhall 12 pts., Bredbury St. Mark’s  9 pts.

PICK OF DAY:

Batting: Jamil Maqsood (Burnage) 70 v Middlewich

Bowling: Abdul Aqeel (Bollington) 6-32 v Stockport Georgians.

All-rounders: John Birchall (Brooklands) 58 and 5-21 v Birkenhead Park; 

                      oLachlan Jones (Mobberley) 40 and 6-40 v Burnage. 

Cheshire Women’s League final off

THE Lovelane Cheshire Women’s League Cup final at Barrow on Sunday between Chester Boughton Hall Deemons and Appleton Tigers was postponed due to rain.

 No new date has yet been set. 
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TABLES AT WEEK 14: 

SATURDAY, JULY 18th

ECB Premier League
P
W25
W20
D
Ab
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts. 

BOWDON

14
2
7
3
1
1
31
18
254

* NANTWICH

14
3
4
4
1
2
47
27
241

OULTON PARK

14
0
8
3
1
2
49
16
240

WIDNES

14
2
5
2
1
4
25
18
206

NESTON

14
2
3
3
2
4
42
27
203

HYDE


14
3
2
3
2
4
31
29
199

OXTON


14
1
3
4
1
5
60
29
191

** ALDERLEY EDGE
14
4
2
1
1
6
21
26
188

DIDSBURY

14
2
4
1
0
7
27
25
184

TOFT


14
1
3
1
0
9
57
29
173

CHESTER BO. HALL
14
0
1
3
1
9
63
41
139

MACCLESFIELD
14
0
1
2
1
10
48
41
122

** Alderley Edge (25) v Nantwich (9 pts.) match on May 16th awarded to Nantwich, who receive residue of 16 points.  Alderley a further 10 penalty points deducted for fielding ineligible player: total 35. 

 * Nantwich 5 points deducted for slow over rate v Oxton on May 9th. 

First Division

P
W25
W20
D
Ab
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts. 

BRAMHALL

14
2
5
5
2
0
34
19
231

CHRISTLETON

14
5
1
4
1
3
38
28
228

URMSTON
 
14
1
7
1
3
2
20
11
225

GRAPPENHALL
14
0
7
2
1
4
40
21
214

CHEADLE

14
1
5
2
1
5
55
21
214

CHEADLE HULME
14
1
4
5
0
4
50
32
197

HEATON MERSEY
14
0
6
2
1
5
37
24
194

IRBY


14
1
3
3
2
5
62
22
193

UPTON


14
0
3
2
1
8
57
34
164

POYNTON

14
1
2
4
1
6
38
35
155

TIMPERLEY

14
0
3
1
1
9
35
36
142

WARRINGTON

14
0
1
3
2
8
49
26
119

Second Division
P
W25
W20
D
Ab
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts.

BOLLINGTON

14
1
11
1
0
1
33
9
289

MIDDLEWICH

14
2
6
4
1
1
24
18
229

MARPLE

14
0
5
4
1
4
67
33
217

SALE


14
0
6
4
1
3
50
27
214

STOCKPORT GEO.
14
3
2
3
2
4
37
24
200

TATTENHALL

14
2
2
4
1
5
42
29
178

BREDBURY ST. MK.
14
0
5
4
1
4
32
27
176

BURNAGE

14
1
2
1
1
9
54
34
164

BROOKLANDS

14
1
2
3
1
7
50
33
163

MOBBERLEY

14
1
2
2
1
8
46
32
155

BIRKENHEAD PARK
14
1
2
6
1
4
32
34
152

OAKMERE

14
1
1
2
1
9
36
19
113
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Chester to stage Over 40s play-offs

THE end of season Over 40s semi-finals and final play-offs are to be staged at Chester Boughton Hall on Bank Holiday Monday, August 31st. Thanks are due to Chester and to the other four clubs for offering their grounds.

 Upton lead Group A by four points from Neston.  Nantwich are six points clear in Group B, but Mobberley have a match in hand. Urmston look home and dry with a 10 points advantage in Group D and Bollington and Cheadle Hulme are level in Group D with Bolly having two matches in hand. 

 The end of season meeting to consider the 2010 format will not be held until November as October 31st has been set as the closing date for entries to all sections of the league.

RESULTS OF GAMES ON WEDNESDAY, JULY 15

GROUP A

CHRISTLETON v CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL: Christleton  119-5 (Hollindale 31); CBH 120-4 (Wright 30, Forrest 30).

Chester Boughton Hall won by 6 wickets: 4 pts. 

DAVENHAM v UPTON: Davenham 88-7 (Simcock 2-6); Upton 92-7 (Purcell 4-0-3-0).

Upton won by 3 wickets: 4 pts. 

TATTENHALL WRECKERS v IRBY: Irby 115-4 (Jay 32, Crawford 30, D. Newman 28); Tattenhall 119-2 (Hope 32, Smith 31, Forster 31).

Tattenhall Wreckers won by 8 wickets: 4 pts. 

Open: Neston.

GROUP B

ALDERLEY EDGE WIZARDS v GRAPPENHALL:  ground waterlogged (no card received).

Cancelled: 2 pts. each  

TOFT v NANTWICH CAVALIERS: Nantwich 147-4 (Symms 34, Cooke 33, Newton 31); Toft 130-9 (Mitchell 30).

Nantwich Cavaliers won by 17 runs: 4 pts. 

WARRINGTON v MOBBERLEY:  Mobberley 179-1 (Burgess 31, O’Shea 31, Thompson 31, Sinclair 30); Warrington 103-4 (Gilbert 32).

Mobberley won by 76 runs: 4 pts. 

Open: Barnton.

GROUP C

BOWDON VALE VIKINGS v SALE SILVERBACKS:  Sale 75 (Crowson 4-8, Shakespeare 2-6, Hatton 2-8); Bowdon Vale 76-2 (Thorpe 29, Webb 20).

 Bowdon Vale Vikings won by 8 wickets: 4 pts. 

BROOKLANDS v URMSTON: Urmston 148-6 (Ridler 30); Brooklands 116-6 (Price 30, Jones 30).

 Urmston won by 32 runs: 4 pts. 

TIMPERLEY v CHEADLE:  Cheadle 147-1 (Oldfield 35, Clayton 30, Holmes 30); Timperley 141-6 (Prickett 31, Heathcote 30, Clayton 2-30).

Cheadle won by 6 runs: 4 pts. 
GROUP D

MARPLE v MACCLESFIELD: ground waterlogged.

Cancelled: 2 pts. each

POYNTON LEGENDS v CHEADLE HULME: Poynton 112-4 (Kingham 28, Berzins 27, Thompson 24); Cheadle Hulme 113-3 (Vernon 26, Potts 25).

Cheadle Hulme won by 7 wickets: 4 pts. 

ROMILEY v BREDBURY SAINTS:  Romiley ground not available.

Bredbury Saints won by default: 4 pts.

Open: Bollington. 
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CORRECTED FORTIES TABLES TO JULY 15

GROUP A


P
W
T
C
L
Pts.

UPTON



9
7
1
0
1
31

NESTON



9
5
1
2
1
27

TATTENHALL WRECKERS
10
5
1
2
2
27

IRBY



9
3
2
2
2
22

CHESTER BO. HALL

9
4
0
1
4
18

DAVENHAM


10
0
1
2
7
7

CHRISTLETON


10
1
0
1
8
6

GROUP B

NANTWICH CAVALIERS

10
7
0
2
1
32

MOBBERLEY


9
5
0
2
2
24

TOFT



10
4
0
3
3
22

GRAPPENHALL


10
3
0
4
3
20

ALDERLEY EDGE WIZARDS
9
2
0
4
3
16

WARRINGTON


9
2
0
1
6
10

BARNTON


9
1
0
2
6
8

GROUP C

URMSTON


8
6
0
2
0
28

TIMPERLEY


8
4
0
1
3
18

CHEADLE


9
3
0
3
3
18

BOWDON VALE VIKINGS

8
4
0
0
4
16

BROOKLANDS


8
2
0
2
4
12

SALE SILVERBACKS

7
1
0
0
6
4

GROUP D

BOLLINGTON


8
6
0
1
1
26

CHEADLE HULME

10
5
0
3
2
26

POYNTON LEGENDS

9
4
0
2
3
20

MARPLE


9
3
0
2
4
16

ROMILEY


10
3
0
1
6
14

MACCLESFIELD


9
2
0
3
4
14

BREDBURY SAINTS

9
3
0
0
6
12

 Marple v Bollington fixture from May 27th to be replayed.

FIXTURES ON WEDNESDAY, JULY 22 (6.15 p.m.)

GROUP A: CHESTER BH v Davenham; Tattenhall v Neston; Irby v Upton.  Open: Christleton.

GROUP B: Tattenhall v Barnton; Mobberley v Alderley Edge; Nantwich v Warrington. Open: Toft.

GROUP C: Timperley v Sale; Urmston v Cheadle. Open: Brooklands, Bowdon Vale.

GROUP D: Bredbury v Bollington; Romiley v Cheadle Hulme; Poynton v Macclesfield. Open: Marple. 

Over 60s v Derbyshire  

CHESHIRE tied with Derbyshire at Belper on Tuesday in the Spitfire Over 60s County championship on Tuesday, July 14th,  , but lost through conceding more wickets.

 Cheshire scored 167-8 in 45 overs, Warrington’s Howard Morris top-scoring with 38 on debut, with Andy Hitchmough 25, Nick Sharp 23 and Andy Hurworth 20.  Derbyshire’s reply was twice interrupted by rain and they closed on 167-6 off 41 overs, Roger Dumelow 74 not out.  Alan Hitchmough claimed 2-35, David Cain 2-42 and Morris 1-8 off nine overs.

 Cheshire, who still top their group, host Yorkshire at Grappenhall on Tuesday this week (1.30 p.m.). 

CHESHIRE wait to hear whom they have drawn in the play-off stages of the National 50 Plus county championship.

RAIN ruined the Cheshire Development XI game against their Staffs counterparts at Nantwich on Thursday, July 16th:  Cheshire scored 256-6 (Ollie Sadler 63, Lou Bentley 50, Khalid Sawas 44 not out) and Staffs. were 194-4 in reply when the elements intervened. 
  The Development squad to meet Lancashire Under 19s at Liverpool on Tuesday / Wednesday, July 22 / 23 (11 a.m. daily): Pat Roberts (Toft) captain; Mark Bennett (Heaton Mersey), Louis Bentley, Craig Williamson (Oulton Park), Tom Evans (Widnes), Ashley Shaw,  Ollie Law (Chester B.H.), Khalid Sawas (Macclesfield), Charlie Reid (Alderley Edge), Andy Tetlow (Grappenhall), David While, John While (New Brighton). Team manager: Steve Amison. 
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LEAGUE T20 UP-DATES

No reserve date for T20 Finals Day
IF no play is possible due to rain in the Fred Graham Trophy T20 Finals Day at Upton on Sunday, August 16th, the winners will be resolved by a bowl out.

 The ECB have set August 16th as the limit date for League finals to decide who goes forward to the Area finals on Sunday, August 30th.  The League winners at Upton will then get two weeks notice before hosting the Area finals when there will be a three-way tournament between the Derbyshire Premiership winners (Ockbrook & Borrowash) and the Liverpool Competition nominees. 

 The winners there go on to host the Regional finals on Sunday, September 13th against the winners of the Northern Premier League / North-East Premier League / Yorkshire Premier League group.

 Those winners qualify for  the Finals, provisionally at the Swales Stadium, Cardiff on Monday, September 28th.  This will figure the four regional champions from the South & West, London & East, the Midlands and the North. The day’s cricket will be covered live by Sky television and all expenses will be paid for the clubs taking part.

QUARTER-FINAL DRAW (games to be played by Saturday, August 1):

OXTON v OULTON PARK  (Wednesday, July 22, 6 p.m.)

MIDDLEWICH v URMSTON (TBA)

CHEADLE HULME v TOFT (Thursday, July 23, 6 p.m.) 

HYDE v BURNAGE  (postponed on Friday, July 17: TBA)

SEMI-FINALS: Oxton or Oulton Park v Middlewich or Urmston; Cheadle Hulme or Toft v Hyde or Burnage. 

The winners go through to Finals Day as reported above. 

ALDERLEY, BRAMHALL WIN IN PLATE
ALDERLEY EDGE became the first team to reach the semi-finals of the T20 Plate, winning at Grappenhall by seven wickets.  No information has yet been received. 

 Bramhall won at Bollington by a toss of the coin on Friday after being rained off. 

Remaining games:

NANTWICH v IRBY  (TBA)

UPTON v MOBBERLEY (TBA.) 

SEMI-FINALS to be played by August 7: Nantwich or Irby v Upton or Mobberley; Bramhall v Alderley Edge. The two finalists enter Finals day at Upton. 

O Clubs should arrange their Fred Graham T20 and Plate games ASAP and immediately notify the Fixture Secretary so that panel umpires can be appointed well in advance. 

O Home clubs need to telephone the result and highlights in the normal way immediately after the game and also submit a fully-completed and signed result sheet, although pitch ratings and umpires’ assessments are not required. 

O THE following result sheets are still missing and should be submitted ASAP : Cup round 2 Didsbury v Bowdon;  Irby v Oxton (both May 28).  Round 3: Neston v Oxton (June 18).  Plate round 1: Marple v Cheadle (June 12); Bredbury v Poynton (June 17 – no info). 

WEBSITE INFO

HOME clubs in all divisions and at all levels of cricket throughout the league are urged to post their match details on the League results website.  

 Any system issues or problems should be referred to webmasters Darren and Sharon Sutcliffe at dsooty54@btinternet.com.To access the full set-out League results and other stats enter via Cheshirecountycl.play-cricket.com/scoreboard/results.asp

 Another website worth visiting for fans of cricket in the county is the Cheshire Board’s regularly up-dated Cheshire-cricket-board.org.uk
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Dorset at Alderley Edge

CHESHIRE host Dorset at Alderley Edge in a Minor Counties championship match starting on Sunday, July 26th, continuing on Monday and Tuesday (11 a.m. daily). 

 After their rain-ravaged draw against Hereford at Nantwich, Cheshire have slipped to third place in the Western division table with 48 points, behind Cornwall, 56 and Dorset, 53.

 Cheshire’s Centenary Luncheon took place at Chester Boughton Hall on Wednesday, July 15th at Chester Boughton Hall, attended by 80 people. Former Cheshire and Essex all-rounder Bob Cooke was guest speaker. 

The game between Cheshire and a Minor Counties XI was delayed by rain until 3.30 p.m. when a T20 took place, the visitors winning by 39 runs. The Minors’ team was captained by former Brooklands player Chris Brown, who will lead Norfolk in the Minor Counties Cup final against Staffordshire at Chester le Street on Wednesday this week.

 Cheshire’s Jim Law, Gerry Hardstaff and Tony Percival led a group of officers who have produced a well-researched brochure to mark the centenary.

 President Hardstaff, himself a prolific scoring batsman during a county career which lasted from 1960 – 78, names his Best Cheshire XII in the brochure.  Omitting Overseas and former Test players, it  comprises:  Fred Millett captain, Arthur Sutton, Andrew Hall, Ian Cockbain, Bob Cooke, Nathan Dumelow, Jason Whittaker, Ken Holding (wicket-keeper), Simon Dyson, Brian Jackson, Tony Murphy, Neil O’Brien.  

Harking back to Saturday, July 11th

PREMIER LEAGUE PITCH REPORTS: 4 – Nantwich, Toft; Oxton 3 – Bowdon, Macclesfield.  Result sheets not received: Didsbury.  The Toft sheet was late. 

 Top individual performers after 13 games – Batting:  Goodwin (CBH) 685; Leech (Oulton Park) 659; o Vincent (Nantwich) 642; Smith (Neston) 604; Hurst (Neston) 564. Bowling: Browne (Nantwich) and Whittaker (Alderley Edge) both 37; Cross (Bowdon) 34; Syddall (Bowdon) and Rehman (Widnes) both 33.

 In the Bowdon v Hyde drawn game, Hyde’s last pair David Cranmer (32 not out) and Tom Young (13) added 52 runs. The scores were Hyde 174; Bowdon 165-9.

 Didsbury wicket-keeper P. Brierley took five catches in the win against Chester Boughton Hall (information from website).  Didsbury skipper Paul Sperring missed this game through suspension for dissent. 

 Neston had no scorer at Macclesfield.

DIVISION 1 PITCH REPORTS: 5 – Irby; 4 – Cheadle, Grappenhall, Heaton Mersey, Urmston; 3 – Poynton. 

 Top individual performers.  Batting:  De Silva (Christleton) 659; Dawson (Bramhall) 649; Gould (Poynton) 612; Kingham (Poynton) 499; Wilde (Cheadle Hulme) 458.  Bowling: Wilkinson (Bramhall) 42; McCray (Cheadle Hulme) 37; Sahabuddin (Heaton Mersey) 36; oGuthridge (Poynton) 34; oWilkie (Timperley) 30. 

 Timperley won the toss in their game at Poynton and took 20 points from the game, not 25 as originally reported. 

 DIVISION 2 PITCH REPORTS: 4 – Oakmere, Sale; 3 – Bredbury, Brooklands, Burnage.  Result sheet not received:  Birkenhead Park.

 Best individual performers.  Batting – Khan (Sale) 596; Rowe (Bollington) 499; Cornford (Middlewich) 482; Taylor (Sale) 462; oMichael (Marple) 449.  Bowling: Ali (Bollington) 47; Mahmood (Burnage) 29; R. Halkon (Sale) and Aqeel (Bollington) both 28; P. Parry (Middlewich) and Leggett (Stockport Georgians) both 27. 

 Mobberley took only four points from their defeat at Oakmere, not nine as reported. Oakmere gained nine points from their defeat at Middlewich on Saturday, July 4th, not seven as reported.  (This week’s table has been updated). 

 In the absence on holiday of Tommy Hunter, Birkenhead Park did not telephone their result and have also failed to submit a result sheet. 

 Umpires’ assessment cards for games on July 11th were not received by Ken Spilsbury from six clubs: Alderley Edge, Chester Boughton Hall, Didsbury, Widnes, Middlewich and Stockport Georgians.  Widnes missed out for the fourth week in succession. Ken renews his appeal to all clubs to ensure these cards are submitted, as a true record of umpires’ performances cannot otherwise be made.  He can be contacted by telephone or text, not by e-mail.  
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Bramhall 3rd XI out-fielder takes seven catches

BRAMHALL wonder whether they have set a World record after 3rd XI fielder James Williams took an astonishing seven catches including three very tough chances during a Sunday Division One game against Marple 3rd on July 12th.

  Fielding at long-on James took catches to dismiss the first four visiting batsmen, then a further three out of a total of nine dismissals, the match ending in a draw.

  An excited Bramhall press officer Andy Reynolds is available at news@bramhallcc.com if anyone knows of more catches taken by one player in a single innings.

TAKING ON THE COMPETITION 

THE League meet the Liverpool Competition in two challenge matches in early August.

 On Wednesday, August 5th they play the Merseysiders in a open age match for the Inter-League Challenge Shield at Widnes (1.30 p.m.).

 Four days later on Sunday, August 9th, the League Under 18s play their Competition counterparts in an official one-off game for the North-West Colts Trophy at Oxton  (1.30 p.m.).   The NWCT will undertake the expenses of the match and provide a man of the match prize. 

CLUB NEWS

ASHTON-on-MERSEY top the Meller Braggins Cheshire League First Division table after games on Saturday, July 18th with  245 points. Second are Congleton, 223, third Northwich, 222.

NANTWICH’s former New Zealand Test all-rounder Lou Vincent has won the sponsors’ Performance of the Month award for June for his innings of 140 followed up by a 5-32 bowling return in the ECB Premiership match against Toft on June 27th.

NESTON host an Old England XI at Parkgate on Thursday, July 23rd in aid of NW Cancer Research. The Oldies team includes John Lever, Jim Parks, Derek Randall, Mike Hendrick, Martin Bicknell, Arnie Sidebottom and Monte Lynch. Admission is £2.  The event earned a lengthy mention on BBC radio’s Test Match Special programme on Sunday. 

WIDNES’ new Cricket secretary is Steve Duckers, 86, Bishopdale Close, Great Sankey, Warrington 

WA5 3DF. Tel. 01925 710722. E-mail: ajduckers@btinternet.com
URMSTON housed a bumper crowd on Sunday, July 12th to watch the club’s T20 Invitation Day. The three-cornered event was won by Indian All Stars captained by Urms’ overseas all-rounder Ashwin Punja, containing current Test player Munaf Patel and England’s Samit Patel.  Also taking part were Urmston and a Yorkshire League XI.

SALE Sports Club have held a VIP presentation to record their thanks for grants of £56,153 and £38,912 from the Government’s Community Club Development programme, a funding package developed by Sport England and allocated to the ECB.  Sale have recently completed major projects, including a synthetic cricket net system along with a synthetic wicket on the square, plus major tennis facilities
 Sale have won the toss to stage the Jack Gardner 3rd XI Cup final against Heaton Mersey on Sunday, August 9th (1.30 p.m.). 

WARRINGTON will stage the League Junior Section prize presentation on Sunday, September 22nd. 

Fines top £1,500

LEAGUE fines for the half-year to June 30th totalled £1,545, an increase on the corresponding period in 2008. Worst culprits were Widnes and Irby (eight fines), Didsbury (seven), Birkenhead Park and Bredbury St. Mark’s (both six). 

 No fines were incurred by Burnage, Macclesfield, Nantwich, Sale and Upton. 

Christleton top Pitch table

CHRISTLETON topped the League Pitch table for 1st XI matches up to and including July 11th with an average of 4.80.  Not far behind were Neston, Middlewich and Grappenhall, all 4.33.  

 At the foot of the table were Timperley and Poynton, both on 2.80. 
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Cheshire Cup & Shield wash-out

HEAVY rain prevented any of Sunday’s Cheshire Cup and Cheshire Shield quarter-finals from being resolved. .

 Seventeen overs were bowled in the tie between Elworth and Wallasey, but the match was then abandoned.  This and other three ties: Alderley Edge v Bollington; Bowdon v Macclesfield and Neston v Oulton Park are all put back two weeks to Sunday, August 2nd.

 The Shield quarter-finals: Ashton on Mersey v Cheadle; Bramhall v Birkenhead St. Mary’s; Brooklands v Marple; Lindow v Stockport all go ahead next Sunday, July 26th 

  Competition organiser Ian Greensmith is on holiday and the results on both Sundays should be telephoned to Mike Talbot-Butler 01606 88745.  Any queries from clubs will be handled by Competition chairman Peter Davies. 

 A request from Secretary Wellsteed …..

LEAGUE secretary Geoff Wellsteed, along with a member of the British Inn Sign Society is researching material for a publication on inn signs and pub names related to cricket.

 Geoff and his colleague have a considerable amount of information relating to ‘cricketing pubs’ nationwide but ask for help with photos of inn signs or any stories / facts behind the names.

 Geoff invites anyone interested to e-mail him on Geoffwellsteed@hotmail.com 

o Geoff is currently out of cricketing circulation following a serious accident involving his parents at Reading.  Like the yeoman he is, Geoff is still trying to answer e-mail messages – on all subjects. 

Alistair Davies tests your Cricket Law:  Week 14

THE striker plays the ball towards extra cover and both batsmen attempt a run. The fielder gathers the ball and throws it at the wicket at the bowler’s end. The striker runs over the popping crease, then jumps in the air, in order to avoid being hit by the ball. The ball hits the wicket and both bails are removed at which time no part of the striker’s bat or person is grounded behind the popping crease.  There is an appeal.  What should be the outcome?

REMINDER OF LAST WEEK’S POSER:

AT the commencement of the match, the bails cannot be found and the umpires decide to play without them.  In the first over, a fair delivery beats the batsman and touches a stump, but not sufficiently hard enough to remove a bail had it been in place. There is an appeal. – what should the umpire do?

ANSWER:  When playing without bails, the wicket is put down if there is ANY contact with it, no matter how slight. The striker would be out bowled. Law 8.5; 28.4 a

A TOUCH IS ENOUGH

 Alistair recently set a question about a batsman trying to regain his ground only touching the handle of his bat with his finger, his decision being that the player would be out as he had to have full control of the bat.

 Information reaches Newsletter from MCC as follows: 

 Contact is sufficient. There are at least two references to this in MCC material freely available. The relevant Law says: ‘The batsman’s hand must be in contact with the bat at the time’. The finger is part of the hand therefore the answer to the question is that the batsman is not out (see MCC Open Learning Manual Law 29, section c)
TOMMY COOPERISMS ………

SO I was in my car and I was driving along and my boss rang up and said: “You’re promoted”.

And I swerved;

Then he rang up a second time and said: “You’ve been promoted again”. 

And I swerved again.

He rang up a third time and said: “You’re the new managing director”.

And I went into a tree.

A policeman came up and asked: “What happened to you?”

And I said: “I just careered off the road”.
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LEAGUE FIXTURES & UMPIRES

 FOR WEEK 15: SATURDAY, JULY 25th
ECB Premier League (12.30 p.m.)

BOWDON v ALDERLEY EDGE

Alistair Davies & Dave Sutton

DIDSBURY v HYDE



Peter Ogden & Paul Wilgose

MACCLESFIELD v OULTON PARK

Stuart Anderson 

& Jim Whitehead tel. 01625 260 159

OXTON v NANTWICH


Jon Hacking & Jed Kinsey

TOFT v CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL
Terry Hill & Glyn Roberts

WIDNES v NESTON



Peter Bolger & John Silver

First Division (1 p.m.)

CHEADLE v BRAMHALL


Clive Rice & Tom Spencer

GRAPPENHALL v TIMPERLEY

Colin Byrom & Ray Prescott

IRBY v HEATON MERSEY


John Isterling & Nigel Hardern

POYNTON v UPTON



Steve Kirkbright & John Lowe

URMSTON v CHRISTLETON


David Humpage & David Moss

WARRINGTON v CHEADLE HULME

Brian Jones & Chris Smith
Second Division (1 p.m.)

BREDBURY ST. MK. v MOBBERLEY
Barrie Burns & George Murphy

BROOKLANDS v TATTENHALL

Ian Drury v Jim Shallcross

BURNAGE v MIDDLEWICH


Peter Hayes 

& Ken Simpson tel. 01939 233 415

MARPLE v STOCKPORT GEORGIANS
Ian Wilson & Sandy Scrimgeour

OAKMERE v BIRKENHEAD PARK

John Lofthouse & Don Speakman

SALE v BOLLINGTON


Bob Cunningham & Clive Heylin

GAMES TO WATCH ON SUNDAY, JULY 26th …..

Minor Counties championship (at Alderley Edge, 11 a.m.)

CHESHIRE v DORSET (continues Monday & Tuesday) 

Cheshire Shield quarter-finals (1.30 p.m.)

ASHTON on MERSEY v CHEADLE

BRAMHALL v BIRKENHEAD ST. MARY’S

BROOKLANDS v MARPLE

LINDOW v STOCKPORT
Mike.t-b@virgin.net: July 20 / 09

