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Chester edge out of trouble

CHESTER Boughton Hall took a giant step out of the ECB Premiership relegation zone when they beat Macclesfield to bank 25 crucial points in a truncated programme of games on a rainy Saturday.

 Making the most of a rare oasis of dry weather, Macclesfield won the toss and plundered a toiling attack to post a best of season 235-4 in 57 overs, their star turn being Khalid Sawas with a quality innings of 104 not out aided by Rob Keen 55. 

 Chester more than matched that, running out winners by eight wickets, thanks largely to an unbeaten 103 from left-hander Trevor Fabien, their recently-acquired all-rounder from Prescot & Odyssey.  Fabien received good support from Warren Goodwin (73) in a second wicket stand worth 114 and the much-travelled Maroof Khan (42 not out), in a third wicket partnership producing an unbroken 102 runs. 

 This third win in five games takes Boughton Hall up to ninth place, 17 ahead of Widnes – whose visit to Alderley Edge was one of four matches rained off – six ahead of Toft and 40 better off than Macclesfield, for whom the situation is becoming desperate.

 The only other Premier League game played was at Parkgate where Neston closed the gap on the four clubs above them with an eight wickets win against Toft.

 Toft declared on 169-9, Denton Brock 58, Chris Finegan 3-53, to which Neston replied with 170-2, skipper Jack Smith continuing his fine form with 85 and David Hurst with 57 not out. 

Division One lift for Upton

TWO games were also played in Division One, Upton giving themselves a lift out of the nether regions with a four wickets home win against wooden spoonists Warrington, who were restricted to 171-6, Mal Agar 63, George Earl 4-49. With wicket-keeper Tom Marsland (62) batting well, Upton squeezed home with two balls of the final over to spare.

 Christleton were able to improve their promotion chances only marginally when Cheadle’s last pair defied them at Little Heath.  Jamie Creek top-scored with 59 in Christleton’s all-out 173, Cheadle responding with 102-9, Iroshan de Silva (4-13) this time starring with the ball. 

Stenhouse match-winner in Division Two 

WITH all-rounder Chris Stenhouse in tremendous form, Birkenhead Park beat Sale by 41 runs to secure an important home win in Division Two.  Stenhouse contributed 53 to Park’s tally of 143, Rick Halkon 5-35, then claimed a magnificent 7-46 to bowl Sale out for 102.  

 Bottom of the table Oakmere continue to show signs of life at the foot of the table, their second win in three games coming at Tattenhall, whom they bowled out for 114 (John Gibbon 44, Mike Cushion 5-41).  Oakmere were coasting at 46-0, then slumped to 92-8 before Nick Ball (18) and Cushion (10) carried them through to a two wickets win. Oakmere now trail 11th placed Mobberley by only 17 points with Birkenhead a further four points better off. 

 All other games were cancelled due to unfit pitches
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SATURDAY’S SCORELINES – SUCH AS THEY WERE

ECB Premier League

 ALDERLEY EDGE v WIDNES:

 Match cancelled: 9 pts. each.

CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL v MACCLESFIELD (won toss)

 Macclesfield 235-4 dec. (57 overs: K. Sawas 104 not out, R. Keen 55, S. Wilson 39 not out);

 Chester Boughton Hall 237-2 (48 overs: T. Fabien 103 not out, W. Goodwin 73, Maroof Khan 42 not out).

Chester Boughton Hall (25 pts.) beat Macclesfield (5 pts.) by 8 wickets.

HYDE v OXTON:

Match cancelled: 9 pts. each.

NANTWICH v BOWDON:

Match cancelled: 9 pts. each.

NESTON (won toss) v Toft:

 Toft 169-9 dec. (50 overs: D. Brock 58, P. Roberts 37, C. Finegan 3-53);

 Neston 170-2 (48 overs: J Smith 85, D. Hurst 57 not out).

Neston (20 pts.) beat Toft (5 pts.) by 8 wickets.

OULTON PARK v DIDSBURY:

Match cancelled: 9 pts. each. 

First Division

BRAMHALL v GRAPPENHALL:

Match cancelled: 9 pts. each.

CHEADLE HULME v URMSTON:

 Match cancelled: 9 pts. each.

CHRISTLETON v CHEADLE (won toss):

 Christleton  173 (50 overs: J. Creek 59, D. Bates 46, R. Malook 3-56);

 Cheadle 102-9 (50 overs: M. Roberts 34, I. De Silva 4-13).

Match drawn: Christleton 13 pts., Cheadle 7 pts.

HEATON MERSEY v POYNTON:

Match cancelled: 9 pts. each.

TIMPERLEY v IRBY:

Match cancelled: 9 pts. each.

UPTON (won toss) v WARRINGTON

 Warrington 171-6 dec. (50 overs: M. Agar 63, C. Kirby 38 not out, G. Earl 4-49);

 Upton 172-6 (49.4 overs: T. Marsland 62, A. Cotter 46).

Upton (20 pts.) beat Warrington (9 pts.) by 4 wickets. 
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Second Division

 BIRKENHEAD PARK v SALE (won toss)

 Birkenhead Park 143 (51 overs: C. Stenhouse 53, R Halkon 5-35, M. Halkon 3-15);

 Sale 102 (29 overs: C. Gandy 37, C. Stenhouse 7-46).

Birkenhead Park (21 pts.) beat Sale (6 pts.) by 41 runs.

BOLLINGTON v MARPLE:

Match cancelled: 9 pts. each.

MIDDLEWICH v BREDBURY ST. MARK’s:

Match cancelled: 9 pts. each.

MOBBERLEY v BROOKLANDS:

Match cancelled: 9 pts. each.

STOCKPORT GEORGIANS v BURNAGE:

Match cancelled: 9 pts. each.

TATTENHALL v OAKMERE (won toss)

 Tattenhall 114 (37 overs: J. Gibbon 46, M. Cushion 5-41, C. Phelan 3-17);

 Oakmere 118-8 (44 overs: C. Phelan 42, R. Mulvihill 5-57). Reduced to 98 overs. 

Oakmere (20 pts) beat Tattenhall (6 pts.) by 2 wickets. 

PICK OF WEEK:

Best batting: Khalid Sawas (Macclesfield) 104 not out v Chester Boughton Hall) in ECB Premier League.

Best bowling: Chris Stenhouse (Birkenhead Park) 7-46 v Sale in Division Two.

Best all-round performance: Chris Stenhouse (Birkenhead Park) 53 and 7-46 v Sale in Division Two. 

Ashton on Mersey 31 points clear

ASHTON-on-Mersey lead the Meller Braggins Cheshire League First Division by 31 points after games played on Saturday, August 1st.

 They currently have 278 points, with Northwich second on 247 and Congleton third with 238. Normally the top two clubs are promoted to the County League at the end of the season.  Ashton were last members of the County League in 1999, being relegated at the end of that season. 

 Top of Division One are Stockport, while Lindow lead the Second Division. 
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TABLES AFTER GAMES ON AUGUST 1: week 16

ECB Premier League
P
W25
W20
D
Ab
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts. 

BOWDON

16
3
6
3
2
2
37
22
278

OULTON PARK

16
0
9
3
2
2
53
16
273

NANTWICH (1)

16
3
4
4
2
3
49
32
257

ALDERLEY EDGE (2)
16
6
2
1
2
5
19
22
241

NESTON

16
2
4
4
2
4
52
32
240

HYDE


16
3
2
4
3
4
39
33
222

OXTON


16
1
4
4
2
5
62
29
222

DIDSBURY

16
3
4
2
1
6
24
28
220

CHESTER BO. HALL
16
1
2
3
1
9
68
41
189

TOFT


16
1
3
1
0
11
63
33
183

WIDNES (3)

16
1
3
3
2
7
23
16
166

MACCLESFIELD
16
1
1
2
1
11
48
43
149

1 .  Nantwich 5 pts. deducted for slow over rate v Oxton May 9.

2. Alderley Edge (25 pts.) v Nantwich (9) on May 16  awarded to Nantwich, who receive 16 residual  points.  Alderley a further 10 penalty pts.  deducted for fielding ineligible player, total 35 pts. 

3. Widnes played 5 games involving an ineligible player from which they gained 78 points: Alderley Edge, May 9 (Widnes won 24-6 pts.); Toft, May 16 (Toft won 25-4); Macclesfield, May 23 (Widnes won 20-8); Didsbury, May 30 (Widnes won 25-7); Bowdon, June 13 (Bowdon won 22-5).    Appeals panel awarded games which Widnes won to their opponents with following residual points: Alderley Edge 19; Toft 0; Macclesfield 17; Didsbury 18; Bowdon 3.  Panel reduced original 128  total points deduction from Widnes record to 60.  All these decisions are reflected in table above. 

First Division

P
W25
W20
D
Ab
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts. 

BRAMHALL

16
2
6
5
3
0
34
19
260

URMSTON

16
1
8
1
4
2
25
11
259

CHRISTLETON

16
5
1
5
1
4
46
38
248

GRAPPENHALL
16
0
7
3
2
4
43
23
230

CHEADLE HULME
16
1
5
5
1
4
54
32
230

CHEADLE  

16
1
5
3
1
6
59
27
226

IRBY


16
1
4
3
3
5
66
22
226

HEATON MERSEY
16
0
6
2
2
6
39
29
210

UPTON


16
0
4
2
1
9
57
38
188

POYNTON

16
1
3
4
2
6
38
35
184

TIMPERLEY

16
0
3
2
2
9
43
41
166

WARRINGTON

16
0
1
3
2
10
59
32
135

 Second Division
P
W25
W20
D
Ab
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts.

BOLLINGTON

16
1
11
1
1
2
35
11
302

MIDDLEWICH

16
2
6
5
2
1
28
23
249

MARPLE

16
0
5
5
2
4
77
38
243

SALE


16
0
7
4
1
4
51
32
240

STOCKPORT GEO.
16
3
2
4
3
4
39
27
216

BREDBURY ST. MK.
16
0
6
4
2
4
36
27
209

TATTENHALL

16
2
2
4
1
7
50
35
192

BROOKLANDS

18
1
3
3
2
7
50
33
192

BURNAGE

16
1
2
2
2
9
56
37
180

BIRKENHEAD PARK
16
1
3
6
1
5
33
35
174

MOBBERLEY

16
1
2
2
2
9
49
35
170

OAKMERE

16
1
3
2
1
9
36
19
153
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  Over 40s – a week to go

RAIN throughout the region spoiled the penultimate week of play in the Over Forties section with all matches notified being cancelled.

 The Group A title will go to Upton or Neston, while it’s Nantwich Cavaliers or Mobberley for Group B, Urmston have won Group C and Bollington take Group D.

  The end of season semi-finals and final play-offs are at Chester Boughton Hall on Bank Holiday Monday, August 31st (12 noon).

 The end of season meeting to devise the 2010 format will not be held until November as October 31st has been set as the closing date for entries to all sections of the league.

RESULTS OF GAMES ON WEDNESDAY, JULY 29

GROUP A

DAVENHAM v CHRISTLETON: waterlogged.

Cancelled: 2 pts. each

IRBY v CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL: waterlogged

Cancelled: 2 pts..each. 

NESTON v UPTON: not played due to rain

May be re-arranged. 

Open: Tattenhall Wreckers.

GROUP B

BARNTON v MOBBERLEY: not played due to rain

May be re-arranged

TOFT v WARRINGTON: Warrington could not raise a team.

Toft won by default: Toft 2 pts., Warrington 0 (rule 10). 

NANTWICH CAVALIERS v ALDERLEY EDGE (Friday, July 31): waterlogged.

Cancelled: 2 pts. each. 

Open:  Grappenhall 

GROUP C

BROOKLANDS v BOWDON VALE VIKINGS: waterlogged.

Cancelled: 2 pts. each. 

SALE v URMSTON: waterlogged

Cancelled: 2 pts. each. 

URMSTON v CHEADLE late result on Wednesday, July 22: Urmston won by 38 runs: 4 pts. 

Open: Cheadle, Timperley. 

GROUP D

BREDBURY SAINTS v MACCLESFIELD: waterlogged.

Cancelled: 2 pts. each 

MARPLE v BOLLINGTON: ground waterlogged.

Cancelled: 2 pts. each

ROMILEY v POYNTON LEGENDS: waterlogged.

Cancelled: 2 pts. each. 

Open: Cheadle Hulme. 
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FORTIES TABLES TO JULY 29

GROUP A


P
W
T
C
L
Pts.

*UPTON



10
7
1
0
2
31

*NESTON


10
6
1
2
1
31

TATTENHALL WRECKERS
11
5
1
2
3
27

IRBY



11
4
2
3
2
28

CHESTER BO. HALL

11
5
0
2
4
24

DAVENHAM


12
0
1
3
8
9

CHRISTLETON


11
1
0
2
8
8

 * Neston v Upton may be re-arranged

GROUP B

NANTWICH CAVALIERS

12
7
0
4
1
36  

*MOBBERLEY


10
6
0
2
2
28

GRAPPENHALL


11
4
0
4
3
24

TOFT



11
4
0
3
3
24

ALDERLEY EDGE WIZARDS
11
2
0
5
4
18

WARRINGTON


11
2
0
2
7
12

*BARNTON


10
1
0
2
7
8

 * Barnton v Mobberley may be re-arranged. 

GROUP C

URMSTON


10
7
0
3
0
34 champions

TIMPERLEY


9
5
0
1
3
22

CHEADLE


10
3
0
3
4
18

BOWDON VALE VIKINGS

9
4
0
1
4
18

BROOKLANDS


9
2
0
3
4
14

SALE SILVERBACKS

9
1
0
1
7
6

GROUP D

BOLLINGTON


11
7
0
2
2
32 champions

CHEADLE HULME

11
5
0
4
2
28

POYNTON LEGENDS

11
4
0
4
3
24

MARPLE


11
4
0
3
4
22

ROMILEY


12
3
0
3
6
18

MACCLESFIELD


11
2
0
5
4
18

BREDBURY SAINTS

11
3
0
1
7
14

FINAL FIXTURES ON WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 5 (6.15 p.m.)

GROUP A: Christleton v Irby; Neston v Chester Boughton Hall; Upton v Tattenhall. Open: Davenham.

GROUP B: Barnton v Alderley Edge; Grappenhall v Warrington; Toft v Mobberley. Open: Nantwich. 

GROUP C: Bowdon Vale v Timperley; Brooklands v Sale. Open: Cheadle, Urmston. 

GROUP D: Macclesfield v Cheadle Hulme; Marple v Bredbury; Poynton v Bollington.  Open: Romiley. 

Over Sixties rained off, but top group … 

CHESHIRE’s last group game against Leicestershire at Cheadle Hulme on Monday, July 27th in the Spitfire Over 60s County Championship was cancelled due to rain.

 Andy Hurworth’s team have topped their group and now meet Norfolk in the play-offs at Grappenhall on Tuesday, August 11th  (1 p.m.). 

…..and Fifties win at Penarth

CHESHIRE beat Wales by 70 runs at Penarth on Sunday in the last 16 of  the National 50 Plus County championship.

 Cheshire recovered from 6-2 to total 186, Gary Cash 54, Bernie Bishop 45, Phil Thomas 24, Alan Hitchmough 23.  Wales were then dismissed for 116, David Jones (Neston) 2-19 on debut, Andy McIlroy 2-19, Brian Coutts 2-39.  

DEVELOPERS WIN: Cheshire Board Development XI beat Derbyshire Academy by six wickets at Middlewich on Friday.  Scores: Derbyshire 185-8 (38 overs: Charlie Reid 3-32, Craig Williamson 2-23, Jon Fawcett 2-41); Cheshire 189-4 (38 overs: Louis Bentley 98, Mark Bennett 65). 

 The Development XI have two remaining games, against Yorkshire Academy at Grappenhall on Tuesday, August 18th (1 p.m.) and a Leicestershire XI at Toft on Thursday, August 20th (12 noon). 
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T20 UPDATE

Finals Day line-up takes shape 

RAIN has delayed the line-up for the Fred Graham Memorial Trophy T20 Finals Day at Upton on Sunday, August 16th .

 Oulton Park are through and will take on Middlewich or Urmston, who have yet to meet.  The other semi-final features Hyde, the 2006 winners, against Cheadle Hulme or Toft.

Quarter-final details

OXTON v OULTON PARK (won toss): Wednesday, July 22

 Oulton Park 117-8 (20 overs: N. Dumelow 26, G. Cashin 2-18, G. Dixon 2-27); Oxton 107-9 (20 overs: R. Dixon 21, N Dumelow 3-13, R. Moore 3-13).

Oulton Park won by 10 runs.

HYDE (toss) v BURNAGE: Thursday, July 23

 Burnage 153-6 (20 overs: A. Rana 46, S. Mohammed 27, M. Morris 2-18, S. Scammell 2-18); Hyde 156-4 (19.3 overs: T. Twiney 58, D. Fitzsimmons 25,).

Hyde won by 6 wickets.

CHEADLE HULME v TOFT: re-scheduled for Tuesday, August 4th at Toft.

MIDDLEWICH v URMSTON: re-scheduled for week commencing Monday, August 3rd.  No information has yet been passed to Fixture Secretary. 

 These games must be resolved by a bowl out or toss of a coin if rain prevents play this week. 

Semi-final draw 

OULTON PARK v MIDDLEWICH or URMSTON

CHEADLE HULME or TOFT v HYDE

 IF no play is possible due to rain in the Fred Graham Trophy T20 Finals Day at Upton on Sunday, August 16th, the winners will be resolved by a bowl out.   The same applies to the Plate final. 

 The ECB have set August 16th as the limit date for League finals to decide who goes forward to the Area finals on Sunday, August 30th.  The League winners at Upton will get two weeks notice before hosting the Area finals when there will be a three-way tournament between the Derbyshire Premiership winners (Ockbrook & Borrowash) and the Liverpool Competition nominees. 

 The winners there go on to host the Regional finals on Sunday, September 13th against the winners of the Northern Premier League / North-East Premier League / Yorkshire Premier League group.

 Those winners qualify for the Grand Finals Day, provisionally at the Swalec Stadium, Cardiff on Monday, September 28th.  This will figure the four regional champions from the South & West, London & East, the Midlands and the North. The day’s cricket will be covered live by Sky television and all expenses will be paid for the clubs taking part.

NANTWICH IN PLATE FINAL

PREMIERSHIP Nantwich were given a scare by First Division visitors Upton in the first T20 Plate semi-final at Whitehouse Lane on Monday, July 27th.

 After the Dabbers had rattled up 161-4 (Lou Vincent 56, Rob Howell 47), Upton gave a spirited reply highlighted by a 65 stand between father and son Chris (38) and Luke (45) Camden before falling five runs short on 156-5, Vincent 3-32.

 The second semi-final between Bramhall and Alderley Edge on Thursday, July 30 was postponed and is rescheduled for Tuesday, August 4th.  This game must be resolved by a bowl out or toss of a coin if unplayed this week. 

The final to be played at Upton on Sunday, August 16th will thus feature Nantwich v Bramhall or Alderley Edge.        .

Semi-final result

NANTWICH (toss) v UPTON: Monday, July 27

 Nantwich 161-4 (20 overs: L. Vincent 56, R. Howell 47, S. Ogilby 36, L. Camden 2-32); Upton 156-5 (20 overs: L. Camden 45, C. Camden 38, A. Cotter 36, L. Vincent 3-32)

Nantwich won by 4 runs.

BRAMHALL v ALDERLEY EDGE: to be played on Tuesday, August 4th. 
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 o THE following result sheets are still missing and should be submitted ASAP: Cup Round 3: Neston v Oxton (June 18).  Plate round 1:  Bredbury v Poynton (June 17 – no info). 

WEBSITE INFO

HOME clubs in all divisions and at all levels of cricket throughout the league are urged to post their match details on the League results website.  

 Any system issues or problems should be referred to webmasters Darren and Sharon Sutcliffe at dsooty54@btinternet.com.  To access the full set-out League results and other stats enter via Cheshirecountycl.play-cricket.com/scoreboard/results.asp

 Another website worth visiting for fans of cricket in the county is the Cheshire Board’s regularly up-dated Cheshire-cricket-board.org.uk

Cheshire v Dorset wash-out

NOT a ball was bowled in the Minor Counties championship match between Cheshire and Dorset at Alderley Edge scheduled for Sunday – Tuesday, July 26-28.

 This was a particular disappointment for Cheshire-based umpire John Lofthouse, who was standing in the game. He said: “We all felt especially sorry for groundsman Paul Heades and his staff. Who put in heroic efforts to get the ground fit for play”.

 Current Western division table (all played 4 games): 1. Cornwall 62 pts.; 2. Dorset 59; 3. Cheshire 54; 4. Wiltshire 50; 5. Oxford 49; Shropshire 47; 6. Wales 46; 7. Devon 34; 8. Herefordshire 33; 9. Berkshire 32 .

 Cheshire round off their programme with two away games, against Wales at Abergavenny from August 9 – 11 and Shropshire at Whitchurch from August 23 – 25.

o Norfolk beat Staffordshire in the final of the Minor Counties Cup at Chester le Street on Wednesday, July 22nd. 

Christleton top Pitch table

UP to and including games played on Saturday, July 18th, Christleton topped the 1st XI Pitch table with  an average of 4.67 marks per game (maximum 5).

  Second equal were Grappenhall, Nantwich and Neston (4.33), followed by Irby (4.25), Middlewich (4.14) and Bramhall and Cheadle Hulme (4).

 At the foot of the table were Timperley and Burnage (2.83), Poynton (2.80) and Bollington (2.75). 

Saturday, July 25th and all that

PREMIER LEAGUE PITCH REPORTS:  4 – Widnes; 3 – Bowdon, Didsbury, Oxton; 2 – Macclesfield (wet). Missing result sheet: Toft.

 Result sheet missing from July 11th:  Toft v Widnes. This should be forwarded ASAP.  (Clubs are reminded that unsubmitted result sheets will affect their final ranking in the Pitch table). 

Leading performers to July 25: Batting – Goodwin (CBH) 760; Leech (Oulton Park) 691; oVincent (Nantwich) 677; Duffy (Hyde 619; Smith (Neston) 613. Bowling – Whittaker (AE) 46; Browne (Nantwich) 40; cCross (Bowdon) 39; Dumelow (Oulton Park) 37; Syddall (Bowdon) 34. 

 Alderley Edge needed 13 to win off the last two overs at Bowdon, but reached their target with fours off the next four deliveries, three of them scored by number nine batsman Charlie Reid.  Reports Bowdon scorer Bruce McDougall: “They were good cricket shots, too - no slogging”. 

 Didsbury wicket-keeper P. Brierley pulled off three stumpings against Hyde.

 In Neston’s declared score of 225-9 at Widnes, Jack Smith scored 106 and the next highest scorers with 16 apiece were S. McPherson and A. Murphy.  Neston had no scorer.  

DIVISION 1 PITCH REPORTS:  5 – Grappenhall; 4 – Irby, Urmston, Warrington; 3 – Cheadle; 2 – Poynton.

 Leading performers to July 25.  Batting: De Silva (Christleton) 767; Dawson (Bramhall) 687; Gould (Poynton) 632;oPunja (Poynton) 528; Kingham (Poynton) 499.  Bowling: Wilkinson (Bramhall) 48; oSahabuddin (Heaton Mersey) 42; McCray (Cheadle Hulme) and oGuthridge (Poynton) both 37; Stringer (Bramhall) 31. 

Cheadle’s sightscreens were marked below standard.

  For Timperley v Grappenhall P. Ashling (63) and J. Dickenson (61) added 131 for the third wicket.  Wicker-keeper Ashling also took two catches.
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Poynton’s pitch, outfield and umpires’ dressing-room were all marked below standard.

 Warrington umpires room was below standard.

 There was a sporting incident in Irby v Heaton Mersey: when a Mersey batsman was given out caught behind and started walking off, Irby wicket-keeper Dean Hayes informed the umpire that the catch had been taken on the half-volley and the batsman was duly recalled.  Says Irby chairman Mike Newman: “It was refreshing to see this kind of incident.  We offer our congratulations to a competitive, but very fair Aussie”. 

DIVISION 2 PITCH REPORTS: 3 – Bredbury, Brooklands, Oakmere; 2 – Burnage, Sale. Wet: Marple.

 Result sheet still missing from July 11: Birkenhead Park v Bollington (see comment above). 

 Leading performers to July 25:  Batting – oMichael (Marple) 723; Khan (Sale) 636; Rowe (Bollington) 531; Birchall (Brooklands) 535; Taylor (Sale) 521.  Bowling – Ali (Bollington) 48; Greasley (Marple) 46; Aqeel (Bollington) 36; P. Parry (Middlewich) and Mahmood (Burnage) both 32. 

Marple’s Dominic Michael (110) and Mark Barrow (83) added 145 for the third wicket against Stockport Georgians.

 Burnage batsman Aqib Rana broke his wrist not his ribs vs Middlewich. 

 Craig Phelan carried his bat for 50 in Oakmere’s eight wickets win against Birkenhead Park. 

 Umpires’ assessment cards reported missing by coordinator Ken Spilsbury for games played on July 25th : Didsbury and Oxton (Premier League); Poynton (Division 1); Sale (Division 2).   

Taking on the Competition

THE League meet the Liverpool Competition in two challenge matches in early August.

 On Wednesday, August 5th they play the Merseysiders for the Inter-League Challenge Shield at Widnes (1.30 p.m.). The League team will be captained by Widnes’ Ian Spencer. 

 Four days later on Sunday, August 9th, the League Under 18s play their Liverpool Competition counterparts at Oxton in an official one-off game for the North-West Colts Trophy (1 p.m )

 League team: Paul Barron captain, Rob Keen (Macclesfield), Andy Murphy (Neston), Callum Rowe (Bollington), Charlie Reid (Alderley Edge), Ollie Law, Ashley Shaw  (Chester), Ross Dixon (Oxton), Jamie Hurworth (Irby), James Williams, Tom Marsland (Upton). Team manager: Gary Dixon. 

CLUB NEWS

BIRKENHEAD PARK have completed the transfer from Lancashire County League club Cheetham Hill of all-rounder Syed Wasif.

BOWDON paceman Steve Cheetham was the only Lancashire player to hit the wickets when the Red Rose county lost 5-1 to Somerset in the T20 quarter-final bowl out at Old Trafford on Friday.  Cheetham, who has been nursing an injured ankle, was not named in Lancashire’s starting XI.

A CALDY member for more than 60 years, Tony Totty has died in his late 70s.  Tony briefly organised the Cheshire Cup and as team manager saw Caldy win the National Village championship twice at Lord’s.   His funeral is at Landican on Wednesday, August 5th, 11 a.m. when all men attending are asked to wear Everton Football Club ties. 

NANTWICH’s former New Zealand Test all-rounder Lou Vincent has won the sponsors’ Performance of the Month award for June for his innings of 140 followed up by a 5-32 bowling return in the ECB Premiership match against Toft on June 27th.

WIDNES’ new Cricket secretary is Steve Duckers, 86, Bishopdale Close, Great Sankey, Warrington 

WA5 3DF. Tel. 01925 710722. E-mail: ajdduckers@btinternet.com

SOUTHWELL (Notts) are touring Cheshire and Shropshire with a strong under 18s team during August and have arranged games against Toft, Oulton Park and Whitchurch.  They would like to fill an open date on Friday, August 28 and are prepared to take on an open age team.  Contact chairman Stuart Grimley by telephone on 07929 662 218 or e-mail at 135not out@gmail.com
REED from the First Division of the Hertfordshire County League, are looking for a friendly fixture on ABH Monday, August 31st.  Reed contact is James Haslam tel. 07763 6781216. 

WARRINGTON will stage the League Junior Section prize presentation on Sunday, September 22nd. 

August 1 Newsletter ……..10

Cheshire Cup semi-finalists

THE quarter-finals of the Cheshire Cup were played on Sunday, resulting in victories for Bowdon, Alderley Edge, Elworth and Oulton Park.  Scores:

BOWDON (won toss) v MACCLESFIELD:

 Bowdon 166-8 (45 overs: Gareth Cross 56, Stephen Bramhall 36, Steve Whittingham 3-16);

 Macclesfield 66 (31 overs).

Bowdon won by 100 runs.

ALDERLEY EDGE v BOLLINGTON (toss):

 Alderley Edge 225-4 (45 overs: Sohail Rauf 86 not out, Alan Day 62);

 Bollington 102 (37 overs: Calum Rowe 27, Chris Reid 4-12).

Alderley Edge won by 123 runs 

ELWORTH (toss) v WALLASEY:

 Elworth 161 (45 overs: Rob Beech 26, Mike Cook 3-16);

 Wallasey 121 (40 overs:  after being 38-8: J. Leckes 38, A. Ward 31 = 81 for 9th wicket, Mal Buckley 3-19, Rob Beech 3-28).

Elworth won by 40 runs.

NESTON (toss) v OULTON PARK:

 Neston 199-7 (45 overs: Jack Smith 64, Andy Roberts 39, David Hurst 32, Chris Jones 3-50);

 Oulton Park 200-5 (44.4 overs: Rick Moore 79, Nathan Dumelow 30, Louis Bentley 29no).

Oulton Park won by 5 wickets. 

SEMI-FINAL DRAW (both games on Sunday, August 9th, 1 p.m.): 

BOWDON v ALDERLEY EDGE (at Bowdon); ELWORTH v OULTON PARK (at Elworth). 

Cheadle in Shield final 

THE first Cheshire Shield semi-final was played on Sunday.  Scores:

 Cheadle 192-8 (45 overs: S. Wall 82, G. Chessari 59, M. Roberts 4-43); Brooklands 137 (T. Holloway 48, Dan Brown 5-22).

Cheadle won by 55 runs.

Quarter-final scores:

 BRAMHALL v BIRKENHEAD ST. MARY’s:

 Birkenhead St. Mary’s 185-9 (40 overs: L. Roberts 50, A. Baig 44, Nick Bell 5-45); Bramhall 160 (38 overs: Andrew Hall 53, Jack Marshall 52).

Birkenhead St. Mary’s won by 25 runs.

STOCKPORT v LINDOW:

 Stockport 151-8 (45 overs): Lindow 141 (45 overs).

Stockport won by 10 runs.

In the second semi-final to be played on Sunday, August 9th, Birkenhead St. Mary’s will be at home to Stockport.  The final is on Sunday, August 23rd, clubs to toss for choice of grounds. 

Players suspended

LATEST players suspended:

 James McCoy (Widnes) dissent, one week;

 Said Sahabuddin (Heaton Mersey) dissent, one week;

Waqar Rashid (Heaton Mersey) dissent, one week, plus a further two weeks suspended until the end of the season.

Two more League Test players

TWO more Test players who have appeared in the Cheshire County League (add to previously published list):

 John Morris (England) played one game for Nantwich in 2003; Tahir Naqqash  (Pakistan) played for Sale in 2004. 
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Cheshire Women back in action

AFTER a three months break, the Route organisation Cheshire women’s team have been back in action.

 They lost to Warwickshire at Birmingham by 66 runs in the county championship. Scores: Warwicks 160-6 (Lorna Thomas 34); Cheshire 94 (Natalie Heap 24.).

 They also played in Division 3 of the new T20 county championship, finishing second of four teams. Scores:  Derbyshire 65 (Hannah Gradwell 3-13) Cheshire 66-1 (Shani Ahmed 22no); Cheshire 85 Essex 88-4 (Gradwell 2-12).  Their match v Middlesex was abandoned. 

Wistaston seek Sunday 3rd XI place

WISTASTON (Crewe) are the latest club from outside the league to seek a place in the 3rd XI Sunday set-up, for the 2010 season.

 October 31st is the limit date for applications and resignations into and out of the 3rd XI and Over 40s sections next season.   

  The special meetings for Third XIs and Over 40s clubs will both be held during November.

Umpires’ courses

COURSES designed to enrol new umpires and to give current players a better knowledge of the Laws have been arranged for the autumn and winter months at two central venues. 

 Both over 10 weeks, on Tuesday evenings from 7.30 from 9.30 p.m. they start at Hale Barns Cricket Club on September 29th and at Oakmere Cricket Club on January 10th, 2010. 

 If you are interested contact Ian Bishop 0161 962 5833 or Steve Goron 01625 532 838 or by e-mail on stevegemail-umpire@yahoo.co.uk
Alistair Davies tests your Cricket Law:  Week 16

THE captain of the side batting in the second innings of a match asks for the heavy roller to be applied, but is told that only the light roller is available.  He then asks that the rolling time should be doubled.

 Would his request be allowed?

REMINDER OF LAST WEEK’S POSER: 

A batsman who has been scoring extremely slowly ends up arguing with the other batsman.  After a further confrontation, he decides to walk off the field after informing both umpires. When – if at all – would he be allowed to resume his innings?

ANSWER: The batsman has left the field other than for illness, injury or any other unavoidable cause.  Therefore, in order to resume his innings, he will require the consent of the opposition captain, but then only after the fall of a wicket or the retirement of another batsman.  If consent is not given, or he does not wish to resume his innings, he will be retired out and will be deemed to have completed his innings.  Laws 2.9b; 2.9c.

TOMMY COOPERISMS
POLICE arrested two kids yesterday; 

One was drinking battery acid

The other was eating fireworks;

They charged one and let the other one off. 

DID YOU KNOW………?

AT five minutes and six seconds after 4 a.m. on Friday, August 7, the time and date will be: 04; 05; 06: 07-08-09 

 (Dorothy Bramhall offers Newsletter this information now as she believes she may not be around when it next occurs  - in 3009). 
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LEAGUE FIXTURES & UMPIRES

FOR SATURDAY, AUGUST 8: Week 17

ECB Premier League (12.30 p.m.)

DIDSBURY v BOWDON




Ian Drury & John Lofthouse

MACCLESFIELD v NANTWICH



Phil Prince tel. 0161 434 3161 

                                                                                                    & Chris Smith

NESTON v CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL

Barrie Burns & George Murphy

OXTON v ALDERLEY EDGE



Rick Davis & Paul Wilgose

TOFT v HYDE





Don Flanagan & Ged Kinsey

WIDNES v OULTON PARK



Ken Rothwell & Glyn Roberts 

First Division (1 p.m.)

CHEADLE v HEATON MERSEY



Peter Bolger 

                                                                                                     & Ken Simpson tel. 01939 233 415

CHEADLE HULME v CHRISTLETON


Bob Cunningham








& Jim Whitehead tel. 01625 260 159

GRAPPENHALL v POYNTON



Dave Goulding & Steve Kirkbright

IRBY v UPTON





Jon Hacking & Don Speakman

URMSTON v TIMPERLEY



Sagir Parkar & John Silver

WARRINGTON v BRAMHALL



Colin Byrom & Dave Sutton

 Second Division (1 p.m.)

BREDBURY ST. MARK’s v BIRKENHEAD PARK

Stan Davies & Tom Spencer

BROOKLANDS v SALE




Peter Hayes & Clive Rice

BURNAGE v TATTENHALL



Stuart Anderson & Ian Wilson

MARPLE v MOBBERLEY



Alistair Davies & Terry Hill

OAKMERE v BOLLINGTON



Nigel Hardern tel. 0151 336 4192

 






& Ray Prescott

STOCKPORT GEORGIANS v MIDDLEWICH

Peter Ogden & Jim Shallcross

GAMES TO WATCH ON SUNDAY, AUGUST 9th

North-West Colts Trophy final (at Oxton, 1 p.m.)

CHESHIRE COUNTY LEAGUE v LIVERPOOL COMPETITION

Cheshire Cup semi-finals (1 p.m.)

BOWDON v ALDERLEY EDGE 



Stuart Anderson & George Murphy

ELWORTH v OULTON PARK



Terry Hill & Ken Rothwell

Cheshire Shield semi-final  (1 p.m.)

BIRKENHEAD ST. MARY’S v STOCKPORT

 Mike.t-b@virgin.net: August 3 / 09

