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Nantwich lead for first time

NANTWICH are leaders of the ECB Premier League for the first time with four matches remaining. 
 With top dogs Bowdon held to a draw by bottom team Macclesfield while Oulton Park were losing to Neston, Nantwich took the opportunity to grab top spot with a three wickets win against Toft.

 Toft were bowled out for 159, Pat Roberts 62, Nigel Davies 4-45, Lou Vincent 3-49.  Former New Zealand Test star Vincent then followed up with a dashing unbeaten 82 to carry his club over the line.

 They lead by three points after Bowdon put on a limp show to be held at home by Macclesfield, who mustered a decent 177-9, Khalid Sawas 45, Dominic Ball 5-62.  Bowdon’s batting collapsed against Ian Tait 5-71 and James Hawley 4-58, and they closed well short at 136-9, both sides claiming nine points. 

 Oulton Park’s title challenge also faltered in a high-scoring game against Neston at Little Budworth after they had posted an impressive 259-9, Rick Moore 67, Nathan Dumelow 57 (off 17 balls) and Danny Leech 43.  Paul Stimson took 5-86 and part time bowler David Hurst 4-96.  Neston batted even better, replying with 261-5, Aussie left-hander David Pavlinovich contributing a dashing 103, virtually doubling has tally for the season, while ever-reliable skipper Jack Smith contributed 48.

Mark Currie 99 not out

Alderley Edge continued their impressive late upsurge with an eight wickets home win against Chester Boughton Hall, who scored 212 batting first, Trevor Fabien 49, Hayden Butterworth 45. Jason Whittaker became the first premiership bowler to top 50 wickets with a superb 6-45. Mark Currie was left high and dry on 99 not out when his side crossed the finishing line at 214-2 in 40 overs, Sohail Rauf 52.

 Oxton’s home game against Didsbury was decimated by rain, the visitors totalling 178-9, Neil Cross 4-61, Andy Birley 4-66.  Oxton were 20-1 at rain, then collapsed in a late run chase to close on 111-8, Paul Sperring 5-34.

 Widnes picked up 12 valuable points in an abandoned game at Hyde, where heavy rain washed out play at a crucial stage.  Widnes posted 202, Tony Hurdley 50, Tom Young 6-30 and Hyde had reached 135-3 in reply from 28 overs (Mark Morris 45) when the players were driven off. 

REMAINING FIXTURES FOR TOP FOUR

NANTWICH:  Widnes away; Neston home; Chester Boughton Hall away; OULTON PARK home. 

BOWDON: Toft away; Widnes home; Neston away; Chester Boughton Hall home.

OULTON PARK: Chester Boughton Hall away; ALDERLEY EDGE home; Hyde home; NANTWICH away.

ALDERLEY EDGE: Didsbury home; OULTON PARK away; Macclesfield home; Hyde away.
OULTON PARK WIN FRED GRAHAM T20 TROPHY:  page 10
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Division 1

FOUR-CORNERED RACE

THERE are now four teams in the promotion reckoning in Division One, former leaders Bramhall having lost their sparkle while Irby are making a late run.

 Urmston have a useful 13 points lead with four games remaining after a rain-reduced game at Heaton Mersey where they batted first to declare on 198-6, Mike Ness 68, Ashwin Punja 50.  ‘Mersey limped to 112-8 in the 45 overs remaining, Mark Bennett 36, Samit Panda 4-58, Urmies shading the points 12-6.

  Iroshan de Silva appears to be keeping Christleton’s promotion show on the road practically single-handed, his century (114 not out) against Upton being the Sri Lankan’s fifth since May 30th. Christleton replied with 204-5 to Upton’s handy 201-9 declared, George Earl 70, Jeremy Creek 5-36.

 Bramhall are in third place after coming off second best in their derby game against Cheadle Hulme, who were all out for 176, Matt Higginbottom 53, Adam Wilde 50, Simon Wilkinson 4-66.  Wilkinson had become the first league bowler to reach 50 wickets the previous week, adding a further 4-66. Bramhall responded with 165-9, Andy Hall 75 not out, Derbyshire Academician Higginbottom (6-53) this time starring with the ball.

Irby on the up

Irby beat Grappenhall by 28 runs at Mill Hill Road after posting 191, Greg Shillinglaw 61, Steve Titchard 4-19. Grappers were all out for 163, Mark Newman 5-47.

 Cheadle had their colours lowered at Poynton, the home side declaring with a useful 187-8, Paul Gould 61, Chris Clark 45, C. Hyde 5-64.   Next Sunday’s Cheshire Shield finalists offered a stirring response before losing their last wicket at 183, four runs short, E. Bullock 48.  Cheadle needed five runs off the last over bowled by spinner Rick Clarke who took two wickets to close with best of the day figures of 26-2-53-8.

 There’s life left in Warrington, as proved by their second successive victory at the bottom of the table. Their victims this time were relegation partners Timperley, whom they beat by 43 runs at Stockport road after posting 206, Rob Taylor 56, Rob Batey 52, Mark Maddocks 5-53. Timperley mustered only 163, Mark Leathley 76, Steve Heydon taking a match-winning 6-66.

Division 2

WATCH OUT FOR MARPLE!

WHILE Second Division leaders Bollington survived a potentially tricky trip to runners-up Middlewich with a 13-8 points advantage, Marple moved closer to a promotion place by winning handsomely at Tattenhall.

 Winning the toss at Middlewich, Bolly declared on 187-8, Abdul Aqeel 56, Phil Davies 4-30.  Middlewich closed eight runs short on 179-6, skipper James Cornford marking his return after a bad finger injury with 59.

 Bolly have 340 points, Middlewich 277 and Marple 274 after an overwhelming 179 runs victory at Tattenhall, whom they routed for 75, Andy Greasley 4-14.  Marple had earlier declared on 254-8, Dominic Michael 55, Steve Worrall 52 off 34 balls, Rob Mulvihill 4-64.

 Fourth-place Sale were involved in a close game against Bredbury at Dane road, declaring on 178-9, Hassan Khan 73, S. Raja 4-40, to which St. Mark’s replied with 170-8, Chris Wood 69, Peter Zybrands 51, Mike Halkon 4-60.

Brooklands’ last ball win

 Brooklands beat Oakmere by one wicket off the final ball of an even game at Overdale Lane. They replied with 191-9, Mike Cushion 4-31 to Oakmere’s 190-8 declared, Ian Eaton 84. 

 Mobberley shaded the draw points 13-9 at home to Stockport Georgians.  Mobberley were all out for 165, Adam Locke 46 not out, Georgians reaching 162-9 in response, Mark Vincent 59, their innings declining from 149-3 to 162-9.

 Events which the league are investigating occurred in the game between lowly rivals Birkenhead Park and Burnage.   Despite Burnage arriving late and the match not starting until 1.40 p.m. it was originally played to 100 overs and Burnage were bowled out in 42 of them for 119,  Sabtain Baig 42, Chris Foran 3-38.  After a rain stoppage play resumed and Park had reached 97-3 off 25 overs bowled in more than two hours when play was abandoned through bad light.  Both teams received nine points leaving them precariously placed in 10th and 11th positions. 
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FROM SATURDAY’S SCOREBOOKS 

….. ECB Premier League

ALDERLEY EDGE v CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL (won toss)

 Chester Boughton Hall 212 (55 overs: T. Fabien 49, H. Butterworth 45, G. Robinson 32, J. Whittaker 6-54, A. Day 3-54); 

 Alderley Edge 214-2 (40 overs: M. Currie 99no, S. Rauf 52, R. Wilkinson 48no).

Alderley Edge (25 pts.) beat Chester Boughton Hall (9 pts.) by 8 wickets.

BOWDON v MACCLESFIELD (toss)

 Macclesfield  177-9 (55 overs: K. Sawas 45, P. Parfett 36, B. Morrison 32, D. Ball 5-62); 

 Bowdon 136-9 (45 overs: G. Cross 31, I. Tait 5-71, J. Hawley 4-58). Match reduced to 100 overs.

Match drawn: Bowdon 9 pts. Macclesfield  9 pts. 

HYDE (toss) v WIDNES

 Widnes 202 (39 overs: T Hurdley 50, T. Young 6-30, D. Berry 4-35); 

 Hyde 135-3 (28 overs: M. Morris 45no, J. Duffy 31no, T. Twiney 30. 

Match abandoned as a draw: Widnes 12 pts. Hyde  9 pts. 

NANTWICH v TOFT (toss) 

 Toft 159 (54 overs: P. Roberts 62, N. Davies 4-45, L. Vincent 3-49, wicket-keeper S. Ogilby 4 stumpings and 1 catch); 

 Nantwich 161-7 (48 overs: L. Vincent 82no, J. Bean 6-41).

Nantwich (25 pts.) beat Toft (8 pts.) by 3 wickets.

OXTON (toss) v DIDSBURY

 Didsbury 178-9 dec. (54 overs: M. Mafani 35, D. Morgan 33, N. Cross 4-61, A. Birley 4-66); 

 Oxton 111-8 (32 overs: P. Sperring 5-34.  Match reduced to 86 overs.

Match drawn: Didsbury 10 pts. Oxton 8 pts. 

OULTON PARK v NESTON (toss)

 Oulton Park 259-9 dec. (54 overs: R. Moore 67, N. Dumelow 56, D. Leach 43, P. Stimson 5-86, D. Hurst 4-96); 

 Neston 261-5 (53 overs): D. Pavlinovic 103, J. Smith 48, I. McPherson 46no).  Match reduced to 108 overs. 

Neston (20 pts.) beat Oulton Park (13 pts.) by 5 wickets.

Division One

BRAMHALL (won toss) v CHEADLE HULME

 Cheadle Hulme 176 (43 overs: M Higginbottom 53, A. Wilde 50, S. Wilkinson 4-66); 

 Bramhall 165-9 (53 overs: A. Hall 75no, M. Higginbottom 6-53.  Match reduced to 96 overs.

Match drawn: Cheadle Hulme 15 pts. Bramhall 9 pts. 

CHRISTLETON v UPTON (toss)

 Upton 201-9 dec. (50 overs: G. Earl 70, J. Williams 35, J. Creek 5-30); 

 Christleton 204-5 (48 overs: I. de Silva 114no, I. Sharrock 3-84).

Christleton (25 pts.) beat Upton (11 pts.) by 5 wickets.

HEATON MERSEY v URMSTON (toss)

 Urmston 198-6 dec. (46 overs: M. Ness 68, A. Punja 50); 

 Heaton Mersey 112-8 (41 overs:. M. Bennett 35, S. Panda 4-58). Match originally reduced to 91 overs.

Match drawn: Urmston 12 pts. Heaton Mersey 6 pts.

IRBY v GRAPPENHALL (toss)

 Irby 191 (50 overs: G. Shillinglaw 61, S. Hurworth 46, D. Newman 38, S. Titchard 4-19); 

 Grappenhall 163 (40 overs: Mark Newman 5-47, D. Collyer 3-19).

Irby (24 pts.) beat Grappenhall (9 pts.) by 28 runs. 
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POYNTON (toss) v CHEADLE

 Poynton 187-8 dec. (46 overs: P. Gould 61, C. Clark 45, R. Clark 34); 

 Cheadle 183 (45 overs: E. Bullock 48, R. Malook 33, R. Clark 8-53.   Match reduced to 92 overs.

Poynton (24 pts.) beat Cheadle (7 pts.) by 4 runs. 

TIMPERLEY (toss) v WARRINGTON

 Warrington 206 (48 overs: R. Taylor 56, R. Batey 52, M. Maddocks 5-53); 

 Timperley 163 (43 overs: M. Leathley 75, S. Heydon 6-66).

Warrington (25 pts.) beat Timperley (9 pts.) by 43 runs. 

Division Two

BIRKENHEAD PARK (won toss) v BURNAGE

 Burnage 119 (42 overs: S. Baig 42, C. Foran 3-38); Birkenhead Park 97-3 (28 overs: P. Taylor 39).

Match abandoned due to bad light: Birkenhead Park 9 pts. Burnage 9 pts. 

MIDDLEWICH v BOLLINGTON (toss)

 Bollington 189-8 dec. (50 overs: A. Aqeel 56, G. Gower 46, P. Davies 4-30); 

 Middlewich 179-6 (50 overs: J. Cornford 59, S. Parry 46).

Match drawn: Bollington 13 pts. Middlewich 8 pts.

MOBBERLEY (toss) v STOCKPORT GEORGIANS

 Mobberley 165 (50 overs: A Locke 46no, J. Leggett 3-44); 

 Stockport Georgians 162-9 (50 overs: M. Vincent 59, S. Normanton 51, S.Spiteri 3-38, N. Abbas 3-31.)

Match drawn: Mobberley 13 pts. Stockport Georgians 9 pts. 

OAKMERE v BROOKLANDS (toss)

 Oakmere 190-8 dec. (50 overs: I. Eaton 84, P. Yearsley 36); 

 Brooklands 191-9 (50 overs: M. Cushion 4-32, P. Hutchinson 3-25).

Brooklands (20 pts.) beat Oakmere (13 pts.) by 1 wicket.

SALE (toss) v BREDBURY ST. MARK’s

 Sale 178-9 dec. (46 overs: H. Khan 73, S. Raja 4-40); 

 Bredbury St. Mark’s 170-8 (46 overs: C. Wood 69, P. Zybrands 51, M. Halkon 4-60). Match reduced to 96 overs. 

Match drawn: Sale 14 pts. Bredbury St. Mark’s 10 pts. 

TATTENHALL v MARPLE (toss)

 Marple 254-8 dec. (48 overs: D. Michael 55, S. Worrall 52, R. Mulvihill 4-64; M. Dobson 3-41); Tattenhall 75 after being 46-0 (35 overs: A. Greasley 4-24, J. Cash 3-8, M. Shelton 3-26).

Marple (24 pts.) beat Tattenhall (4 pts.) by 179 runs.

PICK OF WEEK

Premier Division batting: David Pavlinovich (Neston) 103 v Oulton Park; 

Bowling: Tom Young (Hyde 6-30 v Widnes; 

All-rounder: Lou Vincent (Nantwich) 82no and 3-49 v Toft.

First Division batting: Iroshan de Silva (Christleton) 114 no v Upton; 

Bowling: Rick Clark (Poynton) 8-53 v Cheadle; 

All-rounder: Matt Higginbottom (Cheadle Hulme) 53 and 6-53 v Bramhall. 

Second Division batting: Ian Eaton (Oakmere) 84 v Brooklands; 

Bowling: Andy Greasley (Marple) 4-14 v Tattenhall;  

All-rounder: not  recorded. 
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TABLES AFTER GAMES ON AUGUST 15th

ECB Premier League
P
W25
W20
D
Ab
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts. 

NANTWICH (1)

18
5
4
4
2
3
49
32
307

BOWDON

18
3
6
5
2
2
49
32
304

OULTON PARK

18
0
9
3
2
4
71
23
293

ALDERLEY EDGE (2)
18
7
3
1
2
5
19
22
286

NESTON

18
2
5
5
2
4
56
35
269

HYDE


18
3
3
5
3
4
46
38
256

OXTON


18
1
4
5
2
6
71
36
240

DIDSBURY

18
3
4
4
1
6
30
36
238

CHESTER BO. HALL
18
1
2
4
1
10
86
46
214

WIDNES (3)

18
2
3
4
2
7
31
18
203

TOFT


18
1
3
1
0
13
58
49
194

 MACCLESFIELD
18
1
1
3
1
12
56
50
166

1 .  Nantwich 5 pts. deducted for slow over rate v Oxton May 9.

2. Alderley Edge (25 pts.) v Nantwich (9) on May 16  awarded to Nantwich, who receive 16 residual  pts.  Alderley a further 10 pts. deducted for fielding ineligible player, total 35 pts. 

3. Widnes played 5 games involving an ineligible player from which they gained 78 points: Alderley Edge, May 9 (Widnes won 24-6 pts.); Toft, May 16 (Toft won 25-4); Macclesfield, May 23 (Widnes won 20-8); Didsbury, May 30 (Widnes won 25-7); Bowdon, June 13 (Bowdon won 22-5).   The Appeals panel awarded games which Widnes won to their opponents with the following residual pts: Alderley Edge 19; Toft 0; Macclesfield 17; Didsbury 18; Bowdon 3.  The panel reduced an original 128 pts. deduction to 60. 

First Division

P
W25
W20
D
Ab
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts. 

URMSTON

18
2
8
2
4
2
31
15
296

CHRISTLETON

18
6
1
6
1
4
50
42
283

BRAMHALL

18
2
6
6
3
1
46
26
281

IRBY


18
1
6
3
3
5
75
22
275

CHEADLE HULME
18
1
5
7
1
4
72
40
260

CHEADLE

18
1
6
3
1
7
67
31
258

GRAPPENHALL
18
0
7
4
2
5
51
32
249

HEATON MERSEY
18
0
6
3
2
7
44
35
223

POYNTON

18
1
4
5
2
6
50
40
223

UPTON


18
0
4
2
1
11
67
46
206

TIMPERLEY

18
0
3
2
2
11
53
48
183

WARRINGTON

18
0
3
3
2
10
64
32
180

 Second Division
P
W25
W20
D
Ab
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts.

BOLLINGTON

18
2
11
2
1
2
43
13
340

MIDDLEWICH

18
2
7
6
2
1
30
27
277

MARPLE

18
0
6
6
2
4
86
38
274

SALE


18
0
7
6
1
4
61
41
263

BREDBURY ST. MK.
18
0
7
5
2
4
44
32
244

STOCKPORT GEO.
18
3
2
5
3
5
48
32
232

BROOKLANDS

18
1
4
4
2
7
53
37
221

TATTENHALL

18
3
2
4
1
8
50
39
221

MOBBERLEY

18
1
2
4
2
9
65
44
199

BURNAGE

18
1
2
2
3
10
58
39
193

BIRKENHEAD PARK
18
1
3
6
2
6
35
40
190

OAKMERE

18
1
3
2
1
11
44
25
167
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  Over 40s Finals Day draw

NESTON beat neighbours Upton in the outstanding Over 40s section Group A fixture on Wednesday, August 12th to clinch the title and a place in the play-offs at Chester Boughton Hall on Bank Holiday Monday, August 31st  . Scores:

 NESTON 161-5 (20 overs: Lea-Swain 33, Sullivan 32, Barber 30);

 UPTON 116-6 (20 overs: I. Sharrock 25, Yardley 2-25.)

Neston won by 45 runs: 4 pts.  

Semi-final draw (both games at 12 noon) :

 Pitch One: NESTON (Group A winners) v NANTWICH CAVALIERS (Group B); 

 Pitch Two: URMSTON (Group C) v BOLLINGTON (Group D).  

 Tea will be taken from 3.15 p.m. to 3.45 p.m. and the final on pitch one will be between the two winners at 3.50 p.m.  The trophies will be presented by Chester Boughton Hall President Chris Fleet. 

 o The end of season meeting to devise the 2010 format will not be held until November as October 31st has been set as the closing date for entries to all sections of the league.

FORTIES FINAL TABLES

GROUP A


P
W
T
C
L
Pts.

1. NESTON


12
8
1
2
1
39 champions

2. UPTON


12
8
1
0
3
35

3. IRBY



12
5
2
3
2
32

4. TATTENHALL WRECKERS
12
5
1
2
4
27

5. CHESTER BO. HALL

12
5
0
2
5
24

6. DAVENHAM


12
0
1
3
8
9

7. CHRISTLETON


12
1
0
2
9
8

GROUP B FINAL TABLE

1. NANTWICH CAVALIERS
12
7
0
4
1
36 champions  

2. MOBBERLEY


12
7
0
3
2
34

3. GRAPPENHALL

12
5
0
4
3
28

4. TOFT



12
5
0
3
4
26

5. ALDERLEY EDGE WIZARDS
12
3
0
5
4
22

6. WARRINGTON


12
2
0
2
8
12

7. BARNTON


12
1
0
3
8
10

GROUP C FINAL TABLE

1. URMSTON


10
7
0
3
0
34 champions

2. TIMPERLEY


10
6
0
1
3
26

3. BOWDON VALE VIKINGS
10
4
0
1
5
18

4=BROOKLANDS


10
3
0
3
4
18

4= CHEADLE


10
3
0
3
4
18

6. SALE SILVERBACKS

10
1
0
1
8
6

GROUP D FINAL TABLE

1. BOLLINGTON


12
8
0
2
2
36 champions

2. CHEADLE HULME

12
6
0
4
2
32

3. MARPLE


12
5
0
3
4
26

4. POYNTON LEGENDS

12
4
0
4
4
24

5. ROMILEY


12
3
0
3
6
18

6. MACCLESFIELD

12
2
0
5
5
18

7. BREDBURY SAINTS

12
3
0
1
8
14

Nick Sharp shines for England

GRAPPENHALL’S Nick Sharp was capped by England Over 60s in a Vets international match against Australia at Sheffield Collegiate CC on Sunday, supported by a coachload of fans from his club.

 Sharp scored 60 and was involved in a run out which helped England win the match, after recovering from an injury sustained playing in Cheshire’s abandoned Spitfire Over 60s county championship quarter-final against Norfolk at Broad Lane on Tuesday, August 11th.  He declared himself fit after intensive radio frequency treatment to a pulled groin muscle. Talk of Freddie Flintoff !

 Norfolk scored 235-7 in their 45 overs and Cheshire were 90-1 in reply when rain washed out play after 25 overs. It is to be re-played at Warrington on Tuesday, August 18th (1 p.m.).  
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Cheshire Over 50s reach semis

CHESHIRE beat Surrey by seven wickets in the quarter-finals of the National 50 Plus County championship at Chester Boughton Hall on Sunday. 

Surrey were restricted to 177-6, Brian Coutts 2-37, Gwyn Williams 2-45, then went on to coast home at 181-3 thanks to skipper and Chester player Phil Thomas (85 not out) and Gary Cash 47.  

 The semi-final draw is now eagerly awaited by manager Paul Freedman and his squad.  

Cheshire Development XI teams

CHESHIRE Development XI have two games remaining, against Yorkshire Academy at Grappenhall on Tuesday, August 18th (1 p.m.) and a Leicestershire XI at Toft on Thursday, August 20th (12 noon). 

 Squad v Yorkshire: Guy Emmett captain, Pat Roberts, Louis Bentley, Chris Davies, Lee Dixon, Tom Evans, Jon Fawcett, James McCoy, Charlie Reid, Oli Sadler, Ashley Shaw, Khalid Sawas.

 Squad v Leicestershire: Jonny Kettle captain, Jonny Fawcett, Mark Bennett, Louis Bentley, David Hurst, Charlie Reid, Ashley Shaw, Chris Simpson, Andy Tetlow, John White (New Brighton), Craig Williamson, Tom Young. Team manager is Steve Amison and coach Chris Murphy. 

CHESHIRE TRAIL BY 5 POINTS

DESPITE beating Wales by the huge margin of 356 runs at Abergavenny, Cheshire trail leaders Cornwall by five points with one match left in the Western division of the Minor Counties championship.

 Thanks to a magnificent all-round display by Oulton Park’s Nathan Dumelow, Cheshire outplayed Wales throughout their penultimate game, when the scores were:

 Cheshire 356-8 dec. (James Duffy 99, Warren Goodwin 56, Rick Moore 44) and 351-7 dec. (Nathan Dumelow 104, Ben Spendlove 66, Andy Hall 53, Goodwin 47, Chris Tipper 46); Wales 246 (Dumelow 5-102, Jason Whittaker 3-46) and 105 (Dumelow 4-20, Whittaker 3-33, Moore 2-24).

 The placings before the last fixtures on Sunday, August 23rd  (all played 5) are: 1. Cornwall 83 pts. (play Wales away; 2. Cheshire 78 pts. (play Shropshire away); 3. Oxford 73 pts. (play Berkshire away); 4. Shropshire 67 pts. (play Cheshire home); 5. Dorset 63 pts. (play Wilts home); 6. Berkshire 56 pts. (play Oxford home); 7. Wilts 52 pts. (play Dorset away); 8. Wales 51 pts .(play Cornwall home); 9. Devon 39 pts.(play Hereford home); 10. Hereford 39 pts. (play Devon away).

 The play-off between the Western and Eastern champions is over four days from September 6 – 9 on the ground of the Eastern winners. 

NEW CHESHIRE POST:  The Cheshire Board wish to appoint an Assistant Welfare Officer to help Andrew Margeson in his daily work on a voluntary basis. Anyone interested should contact Mr. Margeson, the County Welfare Officer at 07958 244 794 (mobile). 

WOMEN BEATEN:  The Route organisation sponsored Cheshire Women’s team lost their third successive county match by seven wickets against Essex at Southend.  Next outing is against Yorkshire at Warrington on Sunday (11 a.m.)

DEATH OF ROY VICKERS: The death occured at Crewe after a long illness on Saturday of former Crewe LMR and Cheshire fast bowler Roy Vickers, aged 77.  Roy played alongside Gerry Hardstaff in the successful Crewe LMR team in the North Staffs. League for many years and later became a notable umpire in Staffs. and Cheshire cricket. 

WEBSITE INFO

CLUBS in all divisions and at all levels of cricket in the league are urged to post their match details on the League results website.  Any system issues or problems should be referred to webmasters Darren and Sharon Sutcliffe at dsooty54@btinternet.com.  To access the full set-out League results and other stats enter via Cheshirecountycl.play-cricket.com/scoreboard/results.asp Another website worth visiting for fans of cricket in the county is the Cheshire Board’s regularly up-dated Cheshire-cricket-board.org.uk

CHESHIRE CUP FINAL AT ELWORTH

THE final of the Cheshire Cup on Sunday, August 30th is to be played at Elworth between the North Staffs. & South Cheshire League leaders and Alderley Edge (1 p.m.).

  The Cheshire Shield final is between Cheadle and Stockport at Kingsway on Sunday, August 23rd (1 p.m.). The umpires will be Jon Hacking and Geoff Young. 
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Harking back to August 8th ….

PREMIER LEAGUE PITCH REPORTS:  4 – Neston, Toft; Widnes; 3 – Macclesfield; Oxton.  Didsbury v Bowdon result sheet late. 

Jack Smith (Neston) scored 128 not out not 108 as reported v Chester Boughton Hall.Paul Hughes (51no) and Barney Cutbill (32) added 65 for the last Macclesfield wicket v Nantwich.  Steve Ogilby (Nantwich) took 3 catches.  The Macclesfield umpires dressing-rooms were reported below standard. Mark Makin (Hyde) took 3 c and 1 stumping at Toft. 

 Jonny Kettle (Oulton Park) took 3 c and 1 stumping. at Widnes.

 Top individual performers up to August 8th.  Batting – Goodwin (CBH) 981; Smith (Neston) 826; L Vincent (Nantwich) 755; Leech (Oulton Park) 728; Currie (Alderley Edge) 674.  Bowling –Whittaker (Alderley Edge) 49; Browne (Nantwich) 41; Cross (Bowdon) 39; Ata ur Rehman (Widnes) 39; Bean (Toft 38).

 DIVISION 1 PITCH REPORTS:  4 – Grappenhall, Irby, Urmston, Warrington; 3 – Cheadle Hulme  The Cheadle v Heaton Mersey result sheet is late. 

 The Irby v Upton match produced a points result of  24 – 8, not 25 – 7 as reported last week.

 Paul Rennie (86) and Steve Hurworth (60) added 143 for the third Irby wicket v Upton.  There were no fewer than 6 lbw decisions given in the Upton innings.

 For Urmston v Timperley, Chris Griundley (63) and Adam Landry (56) added 110 for the third wicket.

 While deposing Bramhall from top place, Warrington’s second wicket pair of Mal Agar (89 no) and Chris Kirby (66) put in 149.

 Leading peprformers – Batting: De Silva (Christleton) 835; Dawson (Bramhall) 767; Gould (Poynton) 632; Punja (Urmston) 533; Sahabuddin (Heaton Mersey) 507.  Bowling – Wilkinson (Bramhall) 50 (first in league to reach milestone); Sahabuddin (HM) 42; McCray (Cheadle Hulme) 40; Guthridge (Poyyton) 37; De Silva (Christlton) 33.

The Cheadle Hulme opening batsman who scored 39 v Christleton was Jordan Potts.

 DIVISION 2 PITCH REPORTS: 5 – Marple; 4 – Bredbury St. Mark’s; Brooklands; Oakmere; Sale; 3 - Burnage.

 Result sheet missing from August 1: Birkenhead Park Sale should be submitted ASAP.   

 Mike Halkon (Sale) scored 50 not out batting at number 8 and took 5-60 v Brooklands.

 Oakmere started with eight men in their home game against Bollington.

 Middlewich lost their first wicket without scoring v Stockport Georgians, then Andy Cole (90 not out) and Stephen Parry (88 not out) added 187 to win the game by nine wickets.

 Top performers.  Batting – Michael (Marple)_ 833; Khan (Sale) 670; S. Parry (Middlewich) 581; Jones (Mobberley) 571; Birchall (Brooklands) 549.   Bowling – Ali (Bolly) 48; Aqeel (Bolly) 36; R. Halkon (Sale) 35; P. Parry (Middlewich) 33; Mahmood (Burnage) 32.

 Newsletter cannot guarantee the accuracy of these performance figures which are plucked from the website.  Not all clubs may be contributing.

 Umpires assessments co ordinator Ken Spilsbury is rightly aggravated by the number of clubs not sending him their weekly reports.  For August 8th there were five: Didsbury and Toft (Premier league); Cheadle and Poynton (Division l) and Birkenhead Park (Division 2). 

Conferences meet

SIX players from the Cheshire County League have been selected to play for the League Cricket Conference in the annual Challenge match against the Club Cricket Conference at Radlett (Hertfordshire) on Wednesday, August 19th (11 a.m.).

 The team is: Steve Dearden captain, Phil Hayes (Lancashire League), James Cole wicket-keeper, Justin Waller (Liverpool Competition), Rick Moore, Jonny Kettle, Danny Berry, Adam Syddall, Matt Higginbottom, Craig Williamson (Cheshire County League), Sean Porritt (Cheshire League).  The team manager is John Richards.  

 The team was selected without any recommendations by the County League Cricket committee or the representative match selectors. 

Ashton on Mersey lead

ASHTON on Mersey lead the First Division of the Meller Braggins Cheshire League with 289 points after 17 games on August 15th.  A close second and third respectively are Northwich (285) and Congleton (283). 
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CLUB NEWS

ALL CLUBS should note that after last Saturday (August 15th ) no player may make his initial 1st or 2nd XI appearance of the season unless he has already played in another 1st , 2nd or 3rd XI fixture for that club during the season (an Over 40s appearance is discounted ). An exception can be made in the case of a player with at least two season’s experience with that club who has played in no other cricket earlier in the 2009 season, providing permission is granted by the Competition Secretary acting on behalf of the Cricket Committee.

BIRKENHEAD PARK have completed the transfer of Vikram Palanisamy from Nantwich and included him in their team at the week-end.  

BOLLINGTON 1st XI captain Rick Hough has been suspended by the club for three weeks, one week suspended, following his dissent and foul language after being given out lbw in the quarter-final of the Cheshire Cup at Alderley Edge on August 9th. 

REPRESENTING Cheshire, MARPLE under 13 girls’ team won the North of England finals on their home ground on Sunday, beating Yorkshire and Northumberland. They now go on to represent the North in the National finals in Shropshire on Sunday, August 30th.

NANTWICH have acquired the services of Oulton Park Under 15 cricketer Sam Hunt on a transfer.  Sam is likely to play in 2nd or 3rd XI cricket at Whitehouse Lane.

REED from the First Division of the Hertfordshire County League, are looking for a friendly fixture on ABH Monday, August 31st.  Reed contact is James Haslam tel. 07763 6781216. 

 WARRINGTON will stage the League Junior Section prize presentation on Sunday, September 22nd. 

Two more Test players …

TWO more names to add to the growing list of players who have appeared in the League and in Test cricket:

 MIN PATEL (Cheadle Hulme) played for Kent and England.

 MARK VERMEULEN (Alderley Edge) , played for Zimbabwe – and is back in their current ODI team. 

Neston retain Fair Play lead

LEADERS of the last Fair Play table to be published before the end of the season are Neston, with the admirably high average mark of 3.60 (out of a possible 4), while Oakmere  have made the biggest improvement to lie joint second on 3.56.  

 Co-ordinator John Lofthouse points out that only six clubs now fall below the acceptable level of 3 marks; also that there are four sets of local rivals with exactly the same averages: Christleton / Tattenhall; Grappenhall / Warrington; Bollington / Macclesfield; Cheadle Hulme / Didsbury. Twilight Zone time?

POSITIONS TO AUGUST 8

1.  3.60  Neston



19.   3.19  Bowdon

2=    3.56  Chester Boughton Hall; Oakmere
20=  3.13  Alderley Edge, Bollington,  Macc. 

4=    3.40  Mobberley, Nantwich;

23= 3.07   Irby, Oulton Park, Timperley. 

6.  3.38  Cheadle Hulme


26=  3.06  Cheadle, Didsbury. 

7. 3.33  Bredbury St. Mark’s


28=  3.00  Bramhall, Middlewich, Urmston

8=    3.33  Birkenhead Park, Sale

31.   2.93   Poynton

10=  3.29  Hyde, Toft



31.   2.88   Upton

12=  3.27  Brooklands; Widnes


32.   2.80   Marple

14=  3.25  Christleton; Tattenhall

33.   2.73   Burnage

16.  3.20  Stockport Georgians


34.   2.67   Oxton

      17= 3.20  Grappenhall; Warrington

36.   2.60   Heaton Mersey 
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Thrilling day’s cricket Upton

OULTON PARK WIN T20 TROPHY

OULTON Park won the Fred Graham T20 Trophy for the first time when they beat Hyde in a thrilling final by six wickets off the last ball at a packed Upton ground on Sunday.

 Hyde were held to a modest 107-9, then Oulton were pegged back by tight bowling and fielding before needing 13 off the last over, Nick James winning it with a six.

                                                 Final scorecard

HYDE




OULTON PARK

J. Duffy st Kettle b Williamson
33
J. Kettle lbw Berry


12

D. Fitzsimmons c Kettle b Taylor
2
D. Leech b Young


19

T. Twiney run out


2
R. Moore st Makin b Tipper

25

C. Tipper c Kettle b Taylor

2
B. Spendlove c Berry b Tipper
15

D. Berry c Spendlove v Moore
16
L. Bentley not out


12

D. Walker c Spendlove b Moore
7
N. James not out


17

M Makin b Moore


5
Extras
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D. Cranmer c Kettle b Williamson
9
Total (for 4 wickets, 20 overs)
111

M. Morris c Tomlinson b Moore
2
Did not bat: C. Jones, R. Taylor,

C. Hemmings not out

15
G. Emmett, C. Williamson,

T. Young not out


4
B. Tomlinson.

Extras



10

Total (for 9 wickets, 20 overs)
107
Hyde bowling: Young 4-0-13-1; 

Oulton Park bowling: Emmett 4-0-23-0;
Cranmer 4-0-23-0; Hemmings 2-0-23-0;

Taylor 4-0-12-2; Williamson 4-0-24-2;

Morris 4-0-21-0; Berry 4-0-10-1;

Jones 4-0-18-0; Moore 4-0-23-4.

Tipper 2-0-14-2.

Umpires: G. Wellsteed and C. Tipper.

  The trophy was presented to Oulton Park captain Robin Taylor by Ron Graham.on a visit to the UK from his hoe in Spain. 

 Named Man of the match by the umpires was Rick Moore for his all round performance and the Champagne Moment award nominated by Competition organiser Mike Talbot-Butler was won by Nick James for his last gasp six. Oulton picked up £125 prize money and Hyde £75.

SEMI-FINALS:

Oulton Park 102-9 (L.Bentley 18, C. Allison 3-24, S. Panda 2-21); Urmston 85-9 (S. Higginbottom 22 no, G Emmett 3-12, C. Williamson 2-10).  Oulton Park won by 17 runs.

 Toft 102 (S. Mudalige 39, M. Morris 3-25, D. Berry 2-15); Hyde 103-2 ((J. Duffy 57no, D. Fitzsimmons 21, J. Lomas 2-19).  Hyde won by 8 wickets.

Nantwich win tied Plate final

THE final of the Plate also went to the last over, Nantwich beating Alderley Edge in a tied match by losing fewer wickets. 

 Alderley racked up a useful 139-7 and Nantwich replied with 139-6, skipper Andy Newton hitting a huge six in the last over to help his side scrape home – and also claim the Champagne Moment.  Lou Vincent was Man of the match.                                            

Scorecard

ALDERLEY EDGE


NANTWICH

M. Currie c & b Vincent

19
L Vincent b Wilkinson


9

A. Day c Simpson b Vincent

14
R Howell c O. Wildig b Whittaker

4

S. Rauf c C-Sievwright b Vincent
3
S Ogilby c Wilkinson b Day


30

R. Wilkinson c C-Sievwright v Doyle
29
C. Simpson c N. Reid b Wilkinson

 28


J. Whittaker c Howell b Vincent
19
R. Doyle b Whittaker


25

C. Reid c Browne b Doyle

13
T. Cowap b Wilkinson


3

A. Wildig c Simpson b Doyle

25
A. Newton not out



18

M. Walker not out


10
R. C-Sievwright not out


14

O Wildig not out


0
Extras 




8

Extras 



8
Total (for 6 wickets, 20 overs)

139
Total (for 7 wickets, 20 overs)
139
Did not bat: N. Davies, J. Warrington,

Did not bat: N. Reid, M. Warnes.

Alderley bowling: Whittaker 4-0-25-2;

Nantwich bowling: Warrington 4-0-17-0;
Wilkinson 4-0-21-3; Rauf 4-0-32-0;

Browne 4-0-30-0; Vincent 4-0-16-4;

Walker 4-0-30-0; Day 4-0-29-1.

Davies 3-0-29-0; Newton 2-0-16-0;

 

 Umpires: B. Burns and P. Ogden. 
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Finals Day plaudits for Upton

THE Plate was presented to Nantwich skipper Andy Newton by James Cornford, head of Fusion Sports who sponsored Finals Day to the tune of £1,000. 

  James, who doubles up as captain of Middlewich CC, was thanked by League chairman David Humpage, who also praised the Upton club for their magnificent organisation with Peter Clark leading a well-organised band of dedicated workers. 

 A special award was made to Mr. Clark; while further thanks were offered by the chairman to the Competition organiser, Mic commentator Rick Davis, the six panel umpires, scorers and all others who had helped make the event what Mr. Humpage described as “an outstanding success”.

 Oulton Park now go on to host the ECB Cockspur Cup Area Finals Day on Sunday, August 30th against the Derbyshire Premier League and Liverpool Competition T20 winners Ockbrook & Borrowash and New Brighton respectively. 

Umpires’ courses

COURSES designed to enrol new umpires and to give current players a better knowledge of the Laws have been arranged for the autumn and winter months at two central venues. 

 Both over 10 weeks, on Tuesday evenings from 7.30 from 9.30 p.m. they start at Hale Barns Cricket Club on September 29th and at Oakmere Cricket Club on January 10th, 2010. 

 If you are interested contact Ian Bishop 0161 962 5833 or Steve Goron 01625 532 838 or by e-mail on stevegemail-umpire@yahoo.co.uk
Alistair Davies tests your Cricket Law:  Week 18

A FAIR delivery touches the arm of the striker and seeing the ball rolling towards this wicket, the batsman knocks it away with the bat. The ball runs into the outfield and both batsmen set off for a run. They have crossed for the first run when the ball is thrown at the wicket, but misses.   What would you expect the outcome to be? 

REMINDER OF LAST WEEK’S POSER:

THE captain of the side batting in the second innings of a match asks for the heavy roller to be applied, but is told that only the light roller is available.  He then asks that the rolling time should be doubled.

ANSWER:  The pitch can only be changed after the toss if, in the umpires’ opinion, it has become unreasonable or dangerous for play to continue and then only if both captains agree. Law 7.4

TOMMY COOPERISMS ………
I went to the butcher’s the other day and I bet him 50 quid he couldn’t reach the meat on the top shelf

 He said: “No go, the steaks are too high”. 
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LEAGUE FIXTURES & UMPIRES

FOR SATURDAY, AUGUST 22nd: Week 19

ECB Premier League (12.30 p.m.)

ALDERLEY EDGE v DIDSBURY



Ged Kinsey & Paul Wilgose

CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL v OULTON PARK

Don Flanagan & Chris Smith

MACCLESFIELD v OXTON



John Lofthouse & Glyn Roberts

NESTON v HYDE




Bob Abel & Ian Greensmith

TOFT v BOWDON




Rick Davis & John Silver

WIDNES v NANTWICH




George Murphy & Jon Hacking

 First Division (1 p.m.)

CHEADLE v IRBY




Dave Goulding & Jim Shallcross

CHEADLE HULME v TIMPERLEY


Steve Kirkbright & Peter Ogden

CHRISTLETON v BRAMHALL



Ken Rothwell & Dave Sutton

UPTON v GRAPPENHALL



Brian Jones & 

Ken Simpson tel. 01939 233 415

POYNTON v URMSTON




Barrie Burns & Ray Prescott

WARRINGTON v HEATON MERSEY


Colin Byrom & Bob Cunningham

Second Division (1 p.m.)

BOLLINGTON v BROOKLANDS



Stuart Anderson & Ian Wilson

BREDBURY ST. MARK’s v OAKMERE


Peter Bolger & Peter Hayes

BURNAGE v SALE




Phil Prince &








Jim Whitehead tel. 01625 260 159

MARPLE v BIRKENHEAD PARK


Ian Drury & David Moss

STOCKPORT GEORGIANS v TATTENHALL

Garry Hambleton & Liam Spires

MIDDLEWICH v MOBBERLEY



David Humpage & Clive Rice

NOTE: starting times do not move forward until the end of August. 

WHAT TO WATCH ON SUNDAY, AUGUST 23rd

Minor Counties championship (at Whitchurch, 11 a.m. daily)

SHROPSHIRE v CHESHIRE: continues Monday and Tuesday. 

Cheshire Shield final (at Cheadle, 1 p.m.)  

CHEADLE v STOCKPORT



Umpires: Jon Hacking & Geoff Young

THE FUNERAL OF UMPIRE TERRY HILL IS AT MACCLESFIELD CREMATORIUM, IN PRESTBURY ROAD, ON WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 19th AT 12 NOON.

IT WILL BE FOLLOWED BY A WAKE AT MACCLESFIELD CRICKET CLUB

 FOR FAMILY & FRIENDS
Mike.t-b@virgin.net: August 17 / 09

