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  Top 3 win, but Alderley Edge slip

IT is status quo at the top of the ECB Premier League with Nantwich, Bowdon and Oulton Park all recording 25-point victories, while Alderley Edge virtually fell out of the reckoning after their last pair failed to overhaul Didsbury.   

  To retain their slim three points advantage, Nantwich registered the most emphatic victory of the three front runners, by a nine wickets margin at Widnes after dismissing their hosts for 66 (after being 33-8) Barrington Browne taking 5-35 and Jimmy Warrington 3-18.  The Dabbers knocked off the runs for the loss of one batsman.in just 13 overs

 This defeat drops Widnes back into relegation trouble on the same number of points as Toft who lost a less one-sided game against Bowdon at Booth Park.  With Adam Carolan (77) and Shaun Mudalige (46 not out) batting well, Toft posted the decent total of 221-6.   Bowdon’s recent batting frailties were put aside, however, as Lancashire all-rounder Gareth Cross hit a fine 110 and Stephen Ball 78, steering them to a seven wickets victory.

 Oulton Park racked up the highest score of the day with a massive 318-6 at Chester Boughton Hall, Ben Spendlove enjoying himself with a lusty 135 and Jonny Kettle 75. Chester’s best bowler was up and coming teenager Ashley Shaw with 3-79. Shaw went on to top score with 59 in Chester’s reply of 253.  Nathan Dumelow’s typically steady 4-85 enabled Oulton to win with 65 runs and 10 overs to spare, leaving them a further six points behind Bowdon. 

Goodwin first to 1,000 runs

 As a consolation for CBH, Warren Goodwin’s innings of 31 enabled him to become the first league batsman to top 1,000 and created a club record, topping Steve Wundke’s 1,001 in 1999. 

 Alderley Edge were the latest side to find Didsbury a tough nut to crack, their visitors declaring on 215-7, Marcus Fisher 53, Greg Dixon 45, Paul Sperring 45 not out, Alan Day 3-58. Alderley’s reply was held together by wicket-keeper Adam Worrall, but an unbeaten 90 was not enough to steer his side home after they failed to score seven runs to win in the last over, closing on 213-9 to take a meagre 10 points. Dan Parisi claimed 3-30 and Jamie Maltman 3-51 for Didsbury, who collected 15 points.

 Neston skipper Jack Smith became the second batsman to reach 1,000 runs with a contribution of 68 to his club’s five wickets home win over Hyde.  With 60 from Chris Tipper and 55 to Tom Twiney, Hyde mustered only 164, David Hurst returning 5-45 and Paul Stimson 3-43 and Neston replied with 216-5, Smith receiving best support from teenager Andy Murphy, 48, while Danny Berry had 3-59.

 Bottom dogs Macclesfield won for the first time since the second week of the season when they beat Oxton and skipper Barney Cutbill vows: “We’re not finished yet. We’re only 15 points behind the two teams above us”.  

  Macc declared on 227-5 thanks to an excellent innings of 93 from Tom Parfett aided by James Hawley 52 not out and Khalid Sawas 50.  The only Oxton batsman to impress was Simon Stokes with a quality 70 in a closing tally of 158, Rob Porter 4-24, Cutbill 3-30.

REMAINING FIXTURES FOR TOP THREE …

NANTWICH:  Neston home; Chester away; OULTON PARK home. 

BOWDON: Widnes home; Neston away; Chester home.

OULTON PARK: ALDERLEY EDGE home; Hyde home; NANTWICH away.

…..AND BOTTOM THREE

WIDNES: Bowdon away; Oxton home; Didsbury away.

TOFT: Oxton away; Didsbury home; MACCLESFIELD away.

MACCLESFIELD: Didsbury away; Alderley Edge away; TOFT home 
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DIVISION 1

Key draw points for Bramhall

BRAMHALL got the result they needed when they got the best of a 16-7 draw at Christleton, moving seven ahead of their rivals for First Division promotion.

 Prolific-scoring Cheshire wicket-keeper Matt Dawson led the Bramhall runs charge on another superb Little Heath pitch, contributing 132 to their handsome tally of 263-5. He was helped in a century second wicket partnership by bowler-turned batsman Nick Atherton, 67, while Guy Newell took 3-84.  Christleton’s best chance went when top run-scorer  Iroshan de Silva was out for a duck and his colleagues were content to play out time for a draw and wait for another day. Skipper Paul Allen held the innings together with an unbeaten 52, while the league’s top wicket-taker Simon Wilkinson took 5-60.

 Meanwhile, leaders Urmston’s remarkable run of 10 wins and two draws in 12 games was almost ended by Poynton in a close finish at Moorside road.  Poynton were bowled out for 142, Chris Clark 33, Samit Panda 5-40, after which Urmston were in trouble at 94-6 before a partial recovery left their last pair to knock off the runs and take 20 vital points which puts them 19 clear.  For Poynton, Rick Clark had another good day with 5-54 and Lee Guthridge 4-62.

 Irby’s promotion hopes went up in smoke when they lost a high-scoring game at Cheadle by three wickets after posting 246-8, Mike Newman 58, Adrian Kinsey 45.  Cheadle’s winning reply of 247-7 with three balls left was dominated by a magnificent 144 not out from 16 year-old batsman Dan Brown, who is earmarked to captain MGS in 2010.  Mark Newman took 4-70 and Dave Collyer 3-83.

Warrington off bottom

 Warrington chalked up their third win in a row and lifted themselves off the foot of the table with a home win against Heaton Mersey, who mustered a modest 126, the two Aussies Steve Carlile taking 5-45 and Steve Heydon 4-24.  Warrington’s James Hughes, with a modest 29 scored the highest innings of the match in a reply of 129-7.

 Timperley shaded the draw points 14-10 with a spirited performance at Cheadle Hulme.  Timperley declared on 200-7, Matt Wilkie 49, Chris Maudsley 4-33, to which ‘Hulme replied with 164-7, Jordan Potts 33, Wilkie 5-57.

 Upton moved away from the danger zone with an 83 runs home win over Grappenhall, who have taken a dive recently. Young Kiwi George Earl top-scored with 45 in Upton’s 173-8 before Grappers were sent back for 90, skipper Ian Linwood enjoying his best fast bowling spell of the summer with 7-41.

Division 2

BOLLY PROMOTED

AFTER their 14th victory of the season – by 78 runs at home to Brooklands – Bollington clinched promotion after one season in the lower reaches. They need 13 points next Saturday at Mobberley to clinch the Second Division title

 The leaders posted 238-7, Martyn Knight 80, Tom Gower 50, Paul Vasey 5-88, before bowling Brooklands out for 160, Tom Holloway 60, Abdul Aqeel 4-35.

 Middlewich remain favourites for the second promotion spot after banking 25 points from a four wickets home win against Mobberley.  Mobbers were all out for 173, Lachlan Jones 52, Peter Burrell 40, Vishy Bharwda 4-52, Middlewich following up with 177-6, Keith Clowes 50, Adam Cole 49 not out.

 Sale edged up to third place with a tight one wicket win at Burnage, who now occupy the second relegation spot.  Burnage totalled 182, Sabtain Baig 47, Mohammed Butt 34, Mike Halkon 4-55 before Sale scraped home off the last ball, Hassan Khan 50, Mike Halkon 37 not out, Rashid Parvez 4-43.

Eaton hits Oakmere’s first league ton

Oakmere made it a hat-trick of wins for teams at the bottom of their table when they won by two wickets at Bredbury, with in-form skipper Ian Eaton (101 not out) claiming his club’s first century since promotion. This innings clinched a 25 pointer for the Overdale Lane men who are sniffing a reprieve. Bredbury were all out for 183, John Garner 52, Peter Huthinson 5-76.

 Birkenhead Park recorded a victory which could save from the drop and end Marple’s promotion push at Bowden Lane.  Marple scored 213, Gary Cash 57, Chris Foran 3-41, then Park came up with 214-5, Ian Cooper carrying his bat for a notable unbeaten 82.

 Up and down Tattenhall came away with a 15-11 points draw at Stockport Georgians after declaring on 238-8, Danny Ahmed 54, John Gibbon 50, David Naden taking 3-34 on his senior debut.  Georgians got to 206-6, Andy Splatt’s 79 off 71 balls including eight sixes and four fours.
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SATURDAY’S SCORELINES:

ECB Premier League

ALDERLEY EDGE (won toss) v DIDSBURY:

 Didsbury 215-7 dec. (55 overs: M. Fisher 53, G. Dixon 45, P. Sperring 45no, A. Day 3-58); 

 Alderley Edge 213-9 (55 overs: A. Worrall 90no, D. Parisi 3-30, J. Maltman 3-51).

Match drawn: Didsbury 15 pts. Alderley Edge 10 pts. 

CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL v OULTON PARK (toss)

 Oulton Park 318-5 dec. (46 overs: B. Spendlove 135, J. Kettle 75, A. Shaw 3-79); 

 Chester Boughton Hall 253 (55 overs: A. Shaw 59no, G. Robinson 38, J. Gillson 32, W. Goodwin 31 = 1,000 runs for season, N. Dumelow 4-85).

Oulton Park (25 pts.) beat Chester Boughton Hall (8 pts.) by 65 runs

MACCLESFIELD (toss) v OXTON:

 Macclesfield 227-5 dec. (55 overs: T. Parfett 93, J. Hawley 52no, K. Sawas 50);

 Oxton 158 (49 overs: S. Stokes 70, R. Potter 4-24, B. Cutbill 3-30)

Macclesfield (23 pts.) beat Oxton (6 pts.) by 69 runs. 

NESTON v HYDE (toss)

 Hyde 164 (49 overs: C. Tipper 60, T. Twiney 55, D. Hurst 5-45, P. Stimson 3-43); 

 Neston 165-5 (48 overs: J. Smith 68 = 1,000 runs for season, A. Murphy 48, D. Berry 3-59).

Neston (25 pts.) beat Hyde (9 pts.) by 5 wickets. 

TOFT (toss) v BOWDON

 Toft 221-6 dec. (55 overs: A.Carolan 77, S. Mudalige 46no); 

 Bowdon 222-3 (47 overs): G. Cross 110, S. Ball 78).

Bowdon (25 pts.) beat Toft (10 pts.) by 7 wickets.

WIDNES (toss) v NANTWICH

 Widnes 66 (24 overs: B. Browne 5-35, J. Warrington 3-18); 

 Nantwich 67-1 (13 overs: C. Howell 33no).

Nantwich (25 pts.) beat Widnes (1 pt.) by 9 wickets
First Division details

CHEADLE v IRBY (won toss)

 Irby 246-8 dec. (50 overs: Mike Newman 4-58, A. Kinsey 45, M Smith 34, G. Shillinglaw 33); 

 Cheadle 247-7 (49.3 overs: D. Brown 144no, R. Malook 47, Mark Newman 4-70, D. Collyer 3-83).

Cheadle (25 pts.) beat Irby (14 pts.) by 3 wickets. 

CHEADLE HULME v TIMPERLEY (toss)

 Timperley 200-9 dec. (50 overs: M. Wilkie 49, C. Maudsley 4-33, E. McCray 3-50); 

 Cheadle Hulme 164-7 (50 overs: Jordan Potts 33, C. Durham 31, M. Wilkie 5-57).

Match drawn: Timperley 14 pts. Cheadle Hulme 10 pts. 

CHRISTLETON v BRAMHALL (toss)

 Bramhall 263-5 dec. (50 overs: M. Dawson 132, N. Atherton 67, G. Newell 3-84); 

 Christleton 138-8 (50 overs: P Allen 52no, S. Wilkinson 5-60).

Match drawn: Bramhall 16 pts. Christleton 7 pts.,

UPTON (toss) v GRAPPENHALL

 Upton 173-8 dec. (50 overs: G. Earl 45, J. Taylor 3-42); 

 Grappenhall 90 (34 overs: I. Linwood 7-41, G. Keenan 3-14).

Upton (23 pts.) beat Grappenhall (4 pts.) by 83 runs
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URMSTON (toss) v POYNTON:

 Poynton  142 (45 overs: C. Clark 33, S. Panda 5-40); 

 Urmston 145-9 (42 overs: C. Grindley 27, C. Allison 27, R. Clark 5-54, L. Guthridge 4-62).

Urmston (20 pts.) beat Poynton (11 pts.) by 1 wicket.

WARRINGTON (toss) v HEATON MERSEY:

 Heaton Mersey 126 (47 overs: S. Carlile 5-45, S. Heydon 4-24); 

 Warrington 128-7 (36 overs: J. Hughes 29, S. Sahabuddin 4-50).

Warrington  (20 pts.) beat Heaton Mersey (8 pts.) by 3 wickets.

All scores from Division Two

 BOLLINGTON (won toss) v BROOKLANDS

 Bollington 238-7 dec. (50 overs: M Knight 80, T. Gower 50); 

 Brooklands 160 (42 overs: T. Holloway 60, A. Aqeel 4-66, M. Ali 3-15, A. Pallacio 3-31);

Bollington (25 pts.) beat Brooklands (8 pts.) by 78 runs. 

BREDBURY ST. MARK’s (toss) v OAKMERE:

 Bredbury St. Mk. 182 (53 overs: J. Garner 52, P. Zybrands 33, P. Hutchinson 5-76, M. Cushion 3-40);

  Oakmere 186-8 (45 overs: I. Eaton 101no, C. Phelan 43, J. Usher 3-44).

 Oakmere (25 pts.) beat Bredbury (7 pts.) by 2 wickets. 

BURNAGE (toss) v SALE:

 Burnage 182-9 dec. (50 overs: S. Baig 47, M. Butt 34, M. Halkon 4-35); 

 Sale 183-9 (50 overs: last ball win: H. Khan 50, M. Halkon 37no, R. Dixon 33, R. Parvez 4-43).

Sale (25 pts.) beat Burnage (11 pts.) by 1 wickets. 

MARPLE v BIRKENHEAD PARK:

 Marple 213 (49 overs: G. Cash 57, D. Michael 39, C. Foran 3-41); 

 Birkenhead Park 214-5 (50.5 overs: I. Cooper 82no).

 Birkenhead Park (25 pts.) beat Marple (13 pts.) by 5 wickets. 

STOCKPORT GEORGIANS v TATTENHALL (toss)

 Tattenhall 238-8 dec. (50 overs: D. Ahmed 54, J. Gibbon 50, M. Jethlia 36, G. Forster 34, D. Naden 3-34); 

 Stockport Georgians 206-6 (50 overs: A. Splatt 78, S. Vincent 37no,).

Match drawn: Tattenhall 15 pts.; Stockport Georgians 11 pts.

MIDDLEWICH v MOBBERLEY (toss)

 Mobberley 173 (49 overs: L. Jones 52, D. Burrell 50, V. Bhardwa 4-52); 

 Middlewich 177-6 (48 overs: K Clowes 60, A Cole 49no, S. Spiteri 3-52).

Middlewich (25 pts.) beat Mobberley (11 pts.) by 4 wickets. 

Pick of Week

Premiership batting: Ben Spendlove (Oulton Park) 135 v Chester Boughton Hall; 

Bowling:  Barrington Browne (Nantwich) 5-35 v Widnes.

All-rounder: Ashley Shaw (Chester Boughton Hall) 59no & 3-79 v Oulton Park.

First Division batting: Dan Brown (Cheadle) 144no v Irby.

Bowling: Ian Linwood (Upton) 7-41 v Grappenhall.

All-rounder: oMatt Wilkie (Timperley) 49 and 5-57 v Cheadle Hulme.

Second Division batting: Ian Eaton (Oakmere) 101no v Bredbury St. Mark’s

Bowling: Peter Hutchinson (Oakmere) 5-76 v Bredbury St. Mark’s

All-rounder: Hassan Khan (Sale) 50 and 3-61 v Burnage.
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TABLES AFTER GAMES ON AUGUST 22nd: Week 19

ECB Premier League
P
W25
W20
D
Ab
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts. 

NANTWICH (1)

19
6
4
4
2
3
49
32
332

BOWDON

19
4
6
5
2
2
49
32
329

OULTON PARK

19
0
10
3
2
4
76
23
323

ALDERLEY EDGE (2)
19
7
3
2
2
5
23
26
296

NESTON

19
3
5
5
2
4
56
35
294

HYDE


19
3
3
5
3
5
52
41
265

DIDSBURY

19
3
4
5
1
6
38
41
253

OXTON


19
1
4
5
2
7
74
39
246

CHESTER BO. HALL
19
1
2
4
1
11
91
49
222

WIDNES (3)

19
2
3
4
2
8
31
19
204

TOFT


19
1
3
1
0
14
66
51
204

 MACCLESFIELD
19
1
2
3
1
12
59
50
189

1 .  Nantwich 5 pts. deducted for slow over rate v Oxton May 9.

2. Alderley Edge (25 pts.) v Nantwich (9) on May 16  awarded to Nantwich, who receive 16 residual  pts.  Alderley a further 10 pts. deducted for fielding ineligible player, total 35 pts. 

3. Widnes played 5 games involving an ineligible player from which they gained 78 points: Alderley Edge, May 9 (Widnes won 24-6 pts.); Toft, May 16 (Toft won 25-4); Macclesfield, May 23 (Widnes won 20-8); Didsbury, May 30 (Widnes won 25-7); Bowdon, June 13 (Bowdon won 22-5).   The Appeals panel awarded games which Widnes won to their opponents with the following residual pts: Alderley Edge 19; Toft 0; Macclesfield 17; Didsbury 18; Bowdon 3.  The panel reduced an original 128 pts. deduction to 60. 

First Division

P
W25
W20
D
Ab
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts. 

URMSTON

19
2
9
2
4
2
31
15
316

BRAMHALL

19
2
6
7
3
1
56
30
297

CHRISTLETON

19
6
1
7
1
4
52
45
290

IRBY


19
1
6
3
3
6
85
26
289

CHEADLE

19
2
6
3
1
7
67
31
283

CHEADLE HULME
19
1
5
8
1
4
75
45
270

GRAPPENHALL
19
0
7
4
2
6
51
36
253

POYNTON

19
1
4
5
2
7
56
45
234

HEATON MERSEY
19
0
6
3
2
8
48
39
231

UPTON


19
0
5
2
1
11
72
45
230

WARRINGTON

19
0
4
3
2
10
64
32
200

TIMPERLEY

19
0
3
3
2
11
61
52
197

 Second Division
P
W25
W20
D
Ab
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts.

* BOLLINGTON

19
2
12
2
1
2
48
13
365  

MIDDLEWICH

19
3
7
6
2
1
30
27
302

SALE


19
1
7
6
1
4
61
41
288

MARPLE

19
0
6
6
2
5
94
42
286

BREDBURY ST. MK.
19
0
7
5
2
5
47
36
251

STOCKPORT GEO.
19
3
2
6
3
5
53
36
243

TATTENHALL

19
3
2
5
1
8
60
42
236

BROOKLANDS

19
1
4
4
2
8
57
41
229

BIRKENHEAD PARK
19
2
3
6
2
6
35
40
215

MOBBERLEY

19
1
2
4
2
10
73
47
210

BURNAGE

19
1
2
2
3
11
64
44
204

OAKMERE

19
2
3
2
1
11
44
25
192    

 *Bollington are promoted. 
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JULY CRICKET COMMITTEE MEET

Discipline panel to probe Birkenhead v Burnage game

THE August meeting of the Cricket Committee considered a report from umpires Bob Cunningham and Don Speakman involving alleged breaches of the Spirit of Cricket in the Division Two relegation match between Birkenhead Park and Burnage on Saturday, August 15th.

 After Burnage had arrived late and the match had not begun until 1.40 p.m., Burnage scored 119 in 42 overs and Birkenhead had replied with 97-3 in 25 overs bowled in two hours when the match was abandoned due to bad light.  Both teams received nine points. 

 Reports had been received from both clubs alleging misbehaviour by their opponents and in view of the gravity of the events, it was agreed to refer the issue to the Disciplinary panel to consider action.   

PLAYER OF MONTH:  Bramhall 3rd XI fielder James Williams, 20, was voted winner of the sponsors’ July Performance of the Month awards.  David took seven outfield catches in a Sunday 3rd XI Division One game against Marple on July 12th and will receive a Certificate of Merit and bottle of champagne.

FINEABLE OFFENCES:  There were 42 fineable offences reported during the period July 15 – August 16, no fewer than 26 of them being unsent umpires’ assessment cards.

T20 TROPHY PRAISE: Upton, and Peter Clark in particular, were praised for their efficient organisation of the T20 Finals Day on Sunday, August 16th and Competition organiser Mike Talbot-Butler thanked for his work. 

 It was agreed that Warrington would be a suitable venue for the 2010 event, which might have to be brought forward in order to allow for a fall-back date in case of rain.

PROMOTED CLUBS: The grounds of the current top three clubs in the Meller Braggins Cheshire League First Division, Ashton on Mersey, Northwich and Congleton, were well-known to members and were all approved as suitable for promotion to the league should they finish in the top two places in the final table. Fixtures in the MBCCL do not finish until September 19th.

Christleton lead Pitch table

PITCH TABLE: Grounds chairman John Bygate presented the Pitch table up to Saturday, August 1st.  Top were Christleton with an average of 4.75 (out of a possible 5), followed by Grappenhall 4.43 and Neston 4.29.  Clubs with averages below the acceptable mark of 3 were: Timperley 2.83; Bollington 2.75; Burnage 2.71; Poynton 2.67

LORDS’s MEETING: League Secretary Geoff Wellsteed to represent League at the annual meeting of Premier League chairmen at Lord’s on Wednesday, August 26th.

SUSPENSIONS: James McCoy (Widnes) one week; Saha Sahabuddin and Waqar Rashid (Heaton Mersey) each one week; Rick Hough (Bollington) three weeks (one suspended); Colin Byrne (Timperley) three weeks; Ben Aspinall (Hyde 3rd) three weeks.

YOUNG PLAYER OF YEAR:  Nominations invited from clubs for the League’s Young Player of the Year award have to be returned to Juniors secretary David Vallance by Friday, September 4th.

UNDER 17s PLAY-OFFS: League John North Under 17 Trophy semi-finals and finals to be played at Upton C.C. on Bank Holiday Monday, August 31st from 11 a.m.

CHESTERS TROPHY:  The League’s First & Second Division XI will be captained by Paul Allen (Christleton) when they meet the Meller Braggins Cheshire League at Hale Barns on Bank Holiday Monday, August 31st (1 p.m.). The Chesters Challenge Trophy has been mislaid: help with its wherabouts would be appreciated. 

PROMOTION and relegation through the Third XI Sunday system will not be confirmed until the end of season meeting of Third XI representatives. This will be in November as October 31st has been set as the closing date for applications and resignations for teams at all levels. 

Over 40s Finals Day 

FINALS DAY in the Over 40s section is at Chester Boughton Hall on BH Monday, May 31st.

 Semi-final draw (both games start at 12 noon):

 Pitch One:  NESTON (Group A winners) v NANTWICH CAVALIERS (Group B); 

 Pitch Two: URMSTON (Group C) v BOLLINGTON (Group D).  

 Tea for teams, umpires and officials will be from 2.45 p.m. to 3.15 p.m. and the final is on pitch one between the two winners at 3.20 p.m.  The trophies will be presented at 6 p.m. approx. by Chester Boughton Hall President Chris Fleet. 

 The umpires appointed are Geoff Wellsteed, Peter Ogden, Don Speakman and Barrie Burns. 

 o The end of season meeting to agree the 2010 format will be held in November as October 31st has been set as the closing date for entries and resignations. .
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Cheadle win Cheshire Shield on run rate

RUN RATE won Cheadle the Cheshire Shield when rain ended Sunday’s final against Stockport prematurely at Kingsway.

 Man of the match was Cheadle’s Aussie batsman Grant Chessari with a fine innings of 84 out of a 45 overs tally of 246-9. (run rate 5.46). Stockport were 106-3 off 27 overs (3.92) when the rain came.

 The trophy was presented by 4Cs Competition chairman Peter Davies.   Scorecard: 

CHEADLE



STOCKPORT

G. Whittaker c R. Barber b Eley
13
R. Barber b Watkins


25

M. Roberts b Facer


10
A. Hope c & b Watkins


16

G. Chessari lbw Green

84
T. Facer not out



24

R. Malook c Connolly b Porter
22
C. Connolly c Whittaker b Hyde

23

D. Brown lbw Porritt

42
D. Barber not out



0

A. Brady run out


36
Extras




17

M. Samuels b Facer


3
Total (for 3 wickets, 27 overs)

106

J. Reeh c Connolly b R. Barber
0
Cheadle bowling: Watkins 9-1-34-2; Malook. 

C. Hyde b R. Barber

0
6-1-19-0; Brown 6-1-21-0; Dooler 4-0-24-0; 

D. Dooler not out


5
Hyde 2-1-3-1.

A. Watkins not out


1

Extras



30
Stockport bowling: Porritt 9-0-50-1; Eley 3-0-24-1;

Total (for 9 wickets, 45 overs)
246
Williamson 9-2-29-0; Facer 5-1-30-2; Porter 9-1-36-1;

  

 Green 9-0-64-1; R. Barber 1-0-1-2.

Information kindly supplied by Competition organiser Ian Greensmith.

O ELWORTH are to stage the final of the Cheshire Cup against Alderley Edge on Sunday, August 30 (1 p.m.).

 Leaders of the North Staffs & South Cheshire League First Division, Elworth beat Oulton Park in the semi-final, while Alderley Edge eliminated Bowdon.  Extra car-parking is available for spectators in a neighbouring farmer’s field. 

Sixties’ exit

CHESHIRE lost their Spitfire Over 60s county championship quarter-final against Norfolk at Warrington by seven wickets on Tuesday last week. Scores: 

 Cheshire 181-6 (Chris Lees 52no, Ted Williams 46, Allan Hitchmough 28, David Cain 22no); Norfolk 182-3.

 Andy Hurworth’s team now meet Somerset at Chester Boughton Hall in the league play-off on Tuesday, August 25th (1 p.m.). .

 O Captained by Chester Boughton Hall’s Phil Thomas, Cheshire visit Yorkshire at Castleford in the semi-final of the ECB 50 Plus county championship on Sunday, August 30th (1 p.m.). Team: Phil Thomas captain, Bernie Bishop, Garry Cash, Brian Coutts, John Fennah, Allan Hitchmough, David Jones, Chris Lees, Andy McIlroy, Gwyn Williams, Steve Yates. 12th man: Peter Pearce.  Supporters are welcome, says manager Paul Freedman. 

Cheshire Development XI finale

CHESHIRE Development XI won and lost their last two games. Scores:

 Tuesday, August 18th v Yorkshire Academy at Grappenhall: Cheshire 223-7 (James McCoy 75, Danny Halkon 73no); Yorkshire 227-3 (Joe Root 100 no).  Yorkshire Academy won by 7 wickets.

 Thursday, August 20th v A Leicestershire XI at Toft: Cheshire 219-7 (Jonny Kettle 69, Rick Moore 42, James McCoy 39); Leicestershire 208.  Cheshire won by 11 runs. 

Cheshire trail by five points

CHESHIRE began their final Minor Counties Western division championship match against Shropshire at Whitchurch on Sunday by bowling their hosts out for 299, home club batsman Rick Oliver scoring 110, while Hyde’s Danny Berry took 3-99.  Cheshire had not started their reply when rain arrived.  The game continued on Monday and Tuesday. 

The placings before the last fixtures (all played five) were: 1. Cornwall 83 pts. (playing Wales away; 2. Cheshire 78 pts; 3. Oxford 73 pts. (playing Berkshire away); 4. Shropshire 67 pts. (playing Cheshire home); 5. Dorset 63 pts. (playing Wilts home); 6. Berkshire 56 pts. (playing Oxford home); 7. Wilts 52 pts. (playing Dorset away); 8. Wales 51 pts .(playing Cornwall home); 9. Devon 39 pts. (playing Hereford home); 10. Hereford 39 pts. (playing Devon away).
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Staffs win President’s Trophy

NORTH Staffs & South Cheshire Leaguer neat holders North Yorks & South Durham League by 75 runs in the final of the President’s Trophy at Audley on Sunday, August 16th. .  Scores

 NS&SCL 268-6; NY&SDL 193.  Roger Sillence (Longton and ex-Worcestershire) won the man of the match award with an innings of 50 and a 3-46 bowling stint.

O FIVE County League players figured in the League Conference team narrowly beaten by the Club Conference in their annual annual challenge match at Radlett (Herts) on Wednesday, August 19th. 

Problems on Saturday, August 15

TAKING results by phone on August 15th proved something of a nightmare with three clubs missing the 9 pm Press Association deadline and one not calling at all.  Others phoned with insufficient information including one caller who omitted to mention a century and a five wickets haul for the opposition, several others were based in noisy, crowded bars and others with failing mobiles.

 Ladies and gents: please attempt to give all the information required loud and clear, especially points and overs bowled and don’t forget items of individual interest. 

  ECB Premiership leaders Nantwich wicket-keeper Steve Ogilby took four stumpings and a catch against Toft – then scored a duck.

 Widnes had no scorer at Hyde, whose scoreboard was marked below standard and their result was received late.

  Alderley Edge’s Mark Currie (99no) and Richard Wilkinson (48no) put on 113 unbroken for the third wicket v Chester.

 Missing result sheet: Didsbury v Bowdon from August 8th : this should be submitted ASAP. 

 Top run scorers: Goodwin (CBH) 994; Smith (Neston) 974; Vincent (Nantwich) 837; Currie (AE) 773; Leech (OP) 771.  Bowling: Whittaker (AE) 55; Cross (Bowdon), Bean (Toft) 44; Browne (Nantwich) 42; Rehman (Widnes) and Warrington (Nantwich) both39

PREMIERSHIP PITCH RATINGS: 4 – Nantwich; Oulton Park; 3 – Alderley, Bowdon, Hyde, Oxton.

TOP batsmen in Division l: de Silva (Christleton) 945; Dawson (Bramhall) 768; Gould (Poynton) 718; Punja (Urmston) 583; Wilde (Cheadle Hulme) 532.  Bowling: Wilkinson (Bramhall) 54; McCray (Cheadle Hulme) 48; Sahabuddin (Heaton Mersey) 43; Guthridge (Poynton) 38; de Silva (Christleton) and Stringer (Bramhall) both 34.

 Poynton telephoned their result late.

 Grappenhall’s tally of 163 at Irby included 65 by Cameron Park. 

 Result sheet missing: Cheadle v Heaton Mersey on August 8th should be submitted ASAP.   

 DIVISION 1 PITCH RATINGS: 5- Bramhall; Timperley; 4 – Christleton , Heaton Mersey, Irby; 3 – Poynton. 

LEADING batsmen in Division 2: Michael (Marple) 791; Khan (Sale) 743; S. Parry (Middlewich) 627; Jones (Mobberley) 599; Rowe (Bollington) 593.  Bowling: Ali (Bollington) 52; Aqeel (Bollington) 43; R. Halkon (Sale) 36; Barlow (Bredbury) 35; Dobson (Tattenhall) 34.

 The individual figures given in each division above are taken from the league website and may not be accurate as not all clubs are contributing weekly.

 Birkenhead Park failed to telephone their result v Burnage.

 Marple totalled 215-8 dec. at Tattenhall not 254-8 as reported.

 In Brooklands’ victory at Oakmere, Chris Hart scored 100 and Shahid Mahboob took 5-56.

 Missing result sheet from August 1st: Birkenhead Park v Sale.  Please submit ASAP.

DIVISION 2 PITCH RATINGS: 5 – Middlewich; 4 – Mobberley, Sale; 3 – Birkenhead Park, Oakmere, Tattenhall. 

  Five umpires’ assessment cards not received by coordinator Ken Spilsbury by Saturday morning were from: Oxton, Toft, Widnes; Poynton; Birkenhead Park, Bollington. 

CLUB NEWS

ALL CLUBS should note that after August 15th no player is permitted to make his first 1st or 2nd XI appearance of the season unless he has already played in another 1st, 2nd or 3rd XI fixture for that club during the season (Over 40s are discounted). 

 An exception can be made in the case of a player with at least two season’s experience with that club who has played in no other cricket in the 2009 season, providing permission is granted by the Competition Secretary or Assistant Secretary acting on behalf of the Cricket Committee.

WARRINGTON staged Cheshire Women’s fourth successive county championship defeat on Sunday against leaders Yorkshire. Scores: Yorkshire 180-9 (Hannah Gradwell 3-33); Cheshire 116. 
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OULTON PARK HOST T20 AREA FINALS

FOLLOWING their success in winning the Fred Graham T20 Trophy final at Upton on August 16th, Oulton Park are to stage the ECB Cockspur Cup Area Finals on Sunday, August 30th.

 Also taking part are the Derbyshire Premier League champions, Ockbrook & Borrowash and New Brighton of the Liverpool Competition in a three-cornered competition starting at 10 a.m. 

 The ECB are to supply experimental pink tiflex cricket balls. White or coloured clothing may be used with black or white sightscreens, according to players’ clothing.

 ECB are appointing umpires and will undertake the cost of all players and umpires’ meals.

 There will be three games played: CCL v Liverpool; Liverpool v Derbyshire; CCL v Derbyshire. Overall run rate will decide the winners in the event of two leagues tieing. 

 Oulton Park are providing additional car-parking to accommodate spectators who should be warned it is Gold Cup practice day at the nearby motor-race track.  

 The winners will host the Regional Finals on Sunday, September 13th. 

MELLER BRAGGINS LEADERS: Ashton on Mersey extended their lead in the First Division of the Meller Braggins Cheshire League to 11 points on Saturday, with Congleton now second on 303.  Northwich (287) lost and drop back to third place. The top two will be promoted to the County League. 

Umpires’ courses

COURSES designed to enrol new umpires and to give current players a better knowledge of the Laws have been arranged for the autumn and winter months at two central venues. 

 Both over 10 weeks, on Tuesday evenings from 7.30 from 9.30 p.m. they start at Hale Barns Cricket Club on September 29th and at Oakmere Cricket Club on January 10th, 2010. 

 If you are interested contact Ian Bishop 0161 962 5833 or Steve Goron 01625 532 838 or by e-mail on stevegemail-umpire@yahoo.co.uk
TERRY HILL FUNERAL: There was a large turn out of his former colleagues on the League Umpires & Scorers Association, together with family and other friends, for the funeral of Terry Hill at Macclesfield Crematorium on Wednesday last week.

 Allan Sherratt delivered a moving eulogy during the service, following which Macclesfield Cricket Club laid on a Wake at their nearby ground, when the club flag was flown at half-mast.

 Terry, 70, died suddenly on the field of play from a heart attack during a Plate T20 match between Bramhall and Alderley Edge 13 days earlier.  He had been on the umpires’ panel since 1999. 

Alistair Davies tests your Cricket Law:  Week 19

A MATCH of one innings per side is being played.  During the drinks interval the captain of the batting side is unsure whether he could declare his side’s innings closed.

 What advice should be receive?

REMINDER OF LAST WEEK’S POSER ………

 A fair delivery touches the arm of the striker and seeing the ball rolling towards this wicket, the batsman knocks it away with the bat. The ball runs into the outfield and both batsmen set off for a run. They have crossed for the first run when the ball is thrown at the wicket, but misses.   What would you expect the outcome to be? 

HERE’S THE ANSWER:

 The striker is allowed to defend his wicket and may strike the ball twice in order to do so, provided that he does not prevent a catch. The first contact is on the person so a catch is not an issue. They had crossed at the time of the throw and are deemed to have taken undue advantage and the run is not to count. However, they do not return to their original ends.  

Law 34.3; 34.4 ci.

TOMMY COOPERISMS …..

OUR ice cream man was found lying dead on the floor of his van, covered with hundreds and thousands.

 Police say he topped himself.
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LEAGUE FIXTURES & UMPIRES

FOR SATURDAY, AUGUST 29th: Week 20

ECB Premier League (12.30 p.m.)

BOWDON v WIDNES




Sandy Scrimgeour & Geoff Wellsteed

DIDSBURY v MACCLESFIELD



Ken Rothwell & Glyn Roberts

HYDE v CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL


Stuart Anderson & David Moss

NANTWICH v NESTON




Ian Drury & George Murphy

OULTON PARK v ALDERLEY EDGE


Alistair Davies & John Lofthouse

OXTON v TOFT





Ged Kinsey & Dave Sutton

First Division (1 p.m.)

BRAMHALL v UPTON




Dave Goulding & John Silver

GRAPPENHALL v CHEADLE



Bob Cunningham & David Humpage

HEATON MERSEY v CHEADLE HULME


Garry Hambleton &








Jim Whitehead tel. 01625 260 159

IRBY v URMSTON




Barrie Burns & Don Speakman

POYNTON v WARRINGTON



Peter Bolger & Jim Shallcross

TIMPERLEY v CHRISTLETON



Rick Davis & Peter Hayes

Second Division (1 p.m.)

BIRKENHEAD PARK v STOCKPORT GEORGIANS
Don Flanagan & 

Nigel Hardern tel. 0151 336 4192

BROOKLANDS v BREDBURY ST. MARK’s

Bob Abel & Sagir Parkar

MOBBERLEY v BOLLINGTON



John Lowe & Ray Prescott

OAKMERE v BURNAGE




Brian Jones & Allan Lewis

SALE v MARPLE




Chris Smith & Paul Wilgose

TATTENHALL v MIDDLEWICH



Jon Hacking & Tom Park

NOTE: starting times move forward on September 5th

BANK HOLIDAY CRICKET

Sunday, August 30th  

ECB COCKSPUR CUP AREA T20 FINALS (at Oulton Park from 10 a.m.) 

CHESHIRE CUP FINAL:  

ELWORTH v ALDERLEY EDGE (at Elworth, 1 p.m.)  
Umpires: Don Flanagan & Glyn Roberts

OVER 50s NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP SEMI-FINAL:

YORKSHIRE v CHESHIRE (at Castleford, 1 p.m.) 

Monday, August 31st

MULLANEY TROPHY / CHESTERS CHALLENGE TROPHY:

CHESHIRE LEAGUE v CHESHIRE COUNTY LEAGUE

 (at Hale Barns, 1 p.m.)
 



Umpire: Stuart Anderson

LEAGUE OVER 40s PLAY-OFFS

 (at Chester Boughton Hall, from 12 noon): 


Umpires listed on page 6

JOHN NORTH UNDER 17s PLAY-OFFS


 

 (at Upton, from 11 a.m.)




Umpires: Jon Hacking & Sagir Parkar

Mike.t-b@virgin.net: August 24 / 09

