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2009 season Newsletter no. 2: Saturday, April 25th

Champions top season’s first table

REIGNING champions Alderley Edge jointly top the first ECB Premier League table of the season (page 5), but needed their last pair to knock off nine runs in a thrilling finish against Neston at Parkgate.

 Neston recovered from 46-6  - four ducks, a two and a 10  -  to post 198 thanks to skipper Jack Smith, who carried his bat for a splendid 113 aided by Chris Finegan’s dogged 39 to put together a partnership of 109. Most other batsmen had no answer to the nip and accuracy of Cheshire paceman Jason Whittaker, who returned 8-43 off 17.2 overs.

 Alderley began well, then stumbled and it took a fine innings from former Little Lever wicket-keeper Adam Worrall (71) to edge them home at 199-9.  Finegan rounded off a fine all-round performance with 6-55 off 16.3 overs. Umpires Stuart Anderson and Dave Sutton praised “a wonderfully exciting game played in a splendid sporting manner throughout” 

 Nantwich actually enjoy equal top billing after a comfortable six wickets win at Didsbury, who have not yet settled down after winning Division One. Recently retired New Zealand Test all-rounder Lou Vincent claimed 5-22 as Didsbury were shot out for 93, helped by Barrington Browne (3-27) who has returned after a year’s sabbatical.  Chris Simpson top-scored with an unbeaten 34 as the Dabbers coasted home after tea, while Didsbury’s Aussie paceman Dan Parisi claimed all four wickets for 54.

 Widnes’ powerful batting helped them win their second high-scoring game, despite being set another big total, this time by Chester Boughton Hall who declared on 252-7, Hayden Butterworth 63, Matt Griffiths 56, Tom Evans 4-52.  James McCoy and Tony Hurdley (35) opened with a stand worth 116, then Zia ur Rehman added a classic unbeaten 51 while McCoy peppered the boundary with a characteristically spectacular innings of 125 in a seven wickets win. Chester skipper Jim Gillson left the match at the interval when informed of an injury to his son.

Oxton check Bowdon

BOWDON faltered at Oxton, who emerged 17 – 10 points ahead after posting 224, Lee Dixon 46, Mark Rowland 41. Bowdon were going well while Carl Hey (56) and Lancashire’s Gareth Cross (53) were together, but collapsed to close on 190-9, Neil Cross taking 5-60 with 20 accurate overs of off-spin.

 Oulton Park put memories of their opening day defeat behind them with a comprehensive seven wickets success at Toft, who could muster only a modest 186-9. Ed Bones scored 50 and brother Andy 49, while spinners Chris Jones (4-28) and Nathan Dumelow (4-42) held them tightly in check.  Left-hander Danny Leech contributed a typically solid unbeaten 103 out of 190-3 after tea.

 Umpiring alongside league secretary Geoff Wellsteed in this game was  ICC tournament umpire Ian Ramage back from South Africa to make his Premiership debut.  Ian was impressed with the cricket and greatly admired the beautiful Toft ground.  Don’t we all …….

 Macclesfield beat Hyde by 16 runs in a rip snorter at Victoria Road which the umpires praised for its outstanding sportsmanship. Macc declared on 209-7 (Tom Parfett 59, Khalid Sawas 55), a total which Hyde looked like topping while Chris Tipper was going well. When he was run out for a sparkling 60, Hyde struggled, but got up to 193 thanks to a fighting 34 from number nine batsman Danny Cramner. For Macc teenage quickie James Hawley took 5-80  - to the  delight of his skipper Barney Cutbill.
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DIVISION ONE

Bramhall set early pace

RELEGATED from the premiership last September, Bramhall have opened their First Division programme with two handsome victories, the latest by nine wickets at Urmston, whose second defeat this was.

 Urmston struggled to post 152 (Craig Grindley 34, Simon Wilkinson 5-40) after which Bramhall knocked the runs off in 30 overs, the Cheshire pair of  Matt Dawson, 73 and Andy Hall, 69 enjoying an unbroken second wicket partnership worth 125.

  Division Two champions Irby have started with two bright performances, edging the points 16 – 11 against Poynton at Mill Hill Road. Former Birkenhead Park opener Martin Smith top-scored with 89 and Steve Hurworth 58 in Irby’s handsome 254-7 declared.  Poynton had a real go thanks to an unbeaten 112 from new skipper Paul Gould to reach 249-7.  Ronnie Clark did well for Poynton with 3-44 and 37 runs. 

 Cheadle Hulme are third thanks to an eight wickets home win over Upton, who look set to struggle.  Kiwi George  Earl top-scored with 39 for Upton against the keen attack of Ewan McCray 4-13 and Dan Forbes 3-28.  Adam Wilde scored 51 and Aussie all-rounder Forbes 40 not out as the Grove Park men went on to collect maximum points.

De Silva stars for Christleton

NOW domiciled in the UK, Sri Lankan all-rounder Iroshan de Silva played a leading role in Christleton’s eight wickets win at Warrington.  He took 3-23 to help restrict Warrington to 110 (Mal Agar 37), then led the way with an unbeaten innings of 67 not out after tea.

 Timperley, after opening up with a one run win against Umston, lost by 95 runs at Cheadle who posted 230-7, Grant Chessari 55, Matt Samuels 42, Matt Wilkie 4-69.  Timperley were bowled out for 135, with Adam Watkins 4-26, Chris Brady 3-32 and Rana Malook 3-33 all returning impressive figures. 

 Best innings of the day came from Heaton Mersey’s teenage skipper Mark Bennett with a sparkling unbeaten 148 at Grappenhall, under the eagle eye of his Lancashire Academy coach Steve Titchard.  Grappers scored 217-9, Alan Brady 51, Waqar Rashid 5-82, before Mersey went on to win comfortably at  219-5 .  Said onlooking former Grappenhall skipper Nick Sharp: “That was a fantastic knock”.  

DIVISION TWO

Middlewich lead

UNDER the new leadership of Fusion Sports boss James Cornford, Middlewich have opened with two smart wins in the Second Division, Saturday’s being by six wickets chasing a declared Marple tally of 218-8. 

 First of all, however, their bowlers took a pasting from talented Aussie Dominic Michael, with an unbeaten 124 and Garry Cash, 33. Middlewich were up for it, however, Stephen Parry, 82, Cornford 78 and Vishnu Bhardwa 40 not out seeing them through.

 It’s also played two won two for Tattenhall, who succeeded by three wickets at Bredbury after St. Marks had declared on 191-8, Chris Wood 70 and his brother Paul 55. Barry Mitchell’s innings of 82 went on to win it for Tatters.

 Bollington have quickly put their relegation disappointment behind them, winning again by eight wickets at Stockport Georgians after bowling their hosts over for 183, Mark Vincent 62, Andy Splatt 57, Tom Cullen 4-34.  Bolly knocked them off inside 30 overs, Callum Rowe’s 80 not out containing 15 fours, while Abdul Aqeel hit a rapid 54 including nine fours and two sixes.

Sale win at Oakmere

SALE kept up their impressive start with an eight wickets win at Oakmere, who improved on their debut showing by banking five points. Skipper Ian Eaton claimed 68 of Oakmere’s declared tally of 161-9, Andy Millward bagging 5-40.  Then the burgeoning partnership of John Taylor, 69 and former Lowerhouse batsman Hassan Khan, 54, again came good with an unbroken century stand.  The Overdale Lane ground looked in tip-top condition thanks to the work of Pat Hutchinson, who has opted to continue umpiring in the Meller Braggins Cheshire League. 

 Brooklands quickly recovered from their opening day defeat to beat Birkenhead Park at Georges road. Jim Crofton scored 58 in Park’s modest 143, M. Roberts 4-39, then John Birchall continued his sparkling form with 71 in an eight wickets stroll.

 Burnage beat Mobberley by five runs in a tight finish at Mauldeth Road after declaring on 204-7, Nadeem Abbas 51.  Mobberley got close at 199, Tim Burrell 59 and there were only two balls remaining when they lost their last wicket.  Nadeem Abbas completed a good match with 4-52.

April 25 Newsletter ………………3

Saturday’s scores in ECB Premier League

DIDSBURY (won toss) v NANTWICH

 Didsbury 93 (43 overs: G. Dixon 20no, L. Vincent 5-22, B. Browne 3-27);

 Nantwich 94-4 (14.2 overs: C. Simpson 34no, L. Vincent 21, D. Parisi 4-54).

Nantwich (25 pts.) beat Didsbury (2 pts.) by 6 wickets.

MACCLESFIELD (won toss) v HYDE

 Macclesfield 209-7 dec. (55 overs: T. Parfett 59, K. Sawas 55); 

 Hyde 193 (50 overs: C. Tipper 60, D. Cramner 34, J. Hawley 5-80).

Macclesfield (24 pts.) beat Hyde (9 pts.) by 16 runs.

NESTON (won toss) v ALDERLEY EDGE

 Neston 198 (55 overs: J. Smith 113no carried bat, C. Finegan 39, J. Whittaker 8-43);

 Alderley Edge 201-9 (51 overs: A. Worrall 71, C. Finegan 6-55).

 Alderley Edge (25 pts.) beat Neston (13 pts.) by 1 wicket.

OXTON (won toss) v BOWDON 

 Oxton 224 (55 overs: L Dixon 46, M Rowlands 41, A. Gibson 35, S. Stokes 31, G. Cross 3-27).

 Bowdon 190-9 (55 overs: C. Hey 56, G. Cross 53, N. Cross 5-60, A. Birley 3-47).

Match drawn: Oxton 17 pts. Bowdon 10 pts. 

TOFT v OULTON PARK (won toss)

 Toft 186-9 dec. (55 overs: E. Bones 50, A. Bones 49, C. Jones 4-28, N. Dumelow 4-42);

 Oulton Park 190-3 (D. Leech 103no, B. Spendlove 37)

Oulton Park (20 pts.) beat Toft (8 pts.) by 7 wickets. 

WIDNES (won toss) v CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL

 Chester Boughton Hall 262-7 dec. (55 overs: M. Griffiths 66, H. Butterworth 63, F. Owen 48, W. Goodwin 42, T. Evans 4-52);

 Widnes 264-3 (49.3 overs: J. McCoy 125, Z. ur Rehman 51no, T. Hurdley 35).

 Widnes (20 pts.) beat Chester Boughton Hall (12 pts.) by 7 wickets. 

PICK OF WEEK:

 Batting: James McCoy (Widnes) 125 v Chester Boughton Hall

 Bowling:  Jason Whittaker (Alderley Edge) 8-43 v Neston

 All-rounder: Chris Finegan (Neston) 39 and 6-55 v Alderley Edge.

First Division

CHEADLE (won toss) v TIMPERLEY

 Cheadle 230-7 dec. (50 overs: G.Chessari 55, M Samuels 42, G. Colbourn 34, M. Wilkie 4-69);

 Timperley 135 (C Page 38, N. Brown 30, A. Watkins 4-26, R. Malook 3-33, C. Brady 3-34).

Cheadle (25 pts.) beat Timperley (6 pts.) by 95 runs.

CHEADLE HULME v UPTON (won toss).

 Upton 118 (46 overs: G. Earl 39, E. McCray 4-13, D. Forbes 3-28);

 Cheadle Hulme 122-2 (30 overs: A. Wilde 52, D. Forbes 40no).

Cheadle Hulme (25 pts.) beat Upton (3 pts.) by 8 wickets. 

GRAPPENHALL v HEATON MERSEY (won toss).

 Grappenhall 217-9 dec. (50 overs: A Brady 51, L Parkinson 43, R. Green 36, W. Rashid 5-82, S. Shababiddin 3-77);

 Heaton Mersey 220-5 (47 overs: M. Bennett 148no, G. Burns 3-31).  This result was telephoned late. 

Heaton Mersey (20 pts.) beat Grappenhall (13 pts.) by 5 wickets. 
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IRBY (won toss) v POYNTON

 Irby 254-7 dec. (50 overs: M. Smith 89, S. Hurworth 58, M. Newman sen.  32no, R. Clarke 3-44);

 Poynton 249-7 (50 overs: P. Gould 112no, carried bat, R. Clarke 37, C. Clarke 34, D. Collyer 3-70).

 Match drawn: Irby 16 pts. Poynton 11 pts. 

URMSTON (won toss) v BRAMHALL

 Urmston 152 (50 overs: C. Grindley 34, A. Landry 33, S. Wilkinson 5-40, D. Stringer 3-57);

 Bramhall 156-1 (30 overs: M. Dawson 73no, A. Hall 69no unbroken second wicket stand of 126).

 Bramhall (25 pts.) beat Urmston (5 pts.) by 9 wickets. 

WARRINGTON (won toss) v CHRISTLETON

 Warrington 110 (45 overs: M. Agar 37, I. De Silva 3-23, P. Allen 3-24);

 Christleton 114-2 (29 overs: I. De Silva 67no, D. Bates 38no).

 Christleton (25 pts.) beat Warrington (3 pts.) by 8 wickets. 

PICK OF WEEK:

 Batting: Mark Bennett (Heaton Mersey) 148no v Grappenhall

 Bowling: Simon Wilkinson (Bramhall) 5-40 v Urmston

 All-rounder:  Iroshan de Silva (Christleton) 67no and 3-23 v Warrington

Second Division

BREDBURY ST. MARK’s v TATTENHALL (won toss)

 Bredbury St. Mark’s 191-8 dec. (50 overs: C. Wood 70, P. Wood 55, D. Carr 34);

 Tattenhall 192-7 (45 overs: B. Mitchell 82).

Tattenhall (20 pts.) beat Bredbury St. Mark’s (14 pts.) by 3 wickets.

BROOKLANDS v BIRKENHEAD PARK (won toss)

 Birkenhead Park 143 (45 overs: J. Crofton 58, M. Roberts 4-39);

 Brooklands 144-2 (36 overs: J. Birchall 71, C. Hart 31no).

 Brooklands (25 pts.) beat Birkenhead Park (7 pts.) by 8 wickets.  

BURNAGE (won toss) v MOBBERLEY

 Burnage 204-7 dec. (50 overs: N. Abbas 51, S. Mahmood 42);

 Mobberley 199 (49.4 overs: T. Burrell 59, S. Kahn 37, D. Leonard 33, L. Jones 32, N. Abbas 4-52, R. Parvez 3-42).

Burnage (23 pts.) beat Mobberley (9 pts.) by 5 runs. 

MARPLE (won toss) v MIDDLEWICH

 Marple 218-8 dec. (50 overs: D. Michael 124no, G. Cash 33, S. Parry 3-42);

 Middlewich 220-4 (49 overs: S. Parry 82, J. Cornford 74, V. Bhardwa 40no).

Middlewich (25 pts.) beat Marple (10 pts.) by 6 wickets.

OAKMERE v SALE (won toss).

 Oakmere 161-9 dec. (50 overs: I. Eaton 68, D. Lyons 30, M. Millward 5-40));

 Sale 162-2 (47 overs: J. Taylor 69no, H. Khan 54no). 

 Sale (20 pts.) beat Oakmere 5 pts.) by 8 wickets.

STOCKPORT GEORGIANS v BOLLINGTON (won toss).

 Stockport Georgians 183 (49 overs: M. Vincent 62, A. Splatt 37, T. Cullen 4-43, M. Ali 3-27);

 Bollington 187-2 (30 overs: C. Rowe 80no, A. Aqeel 54, M. Knight 38).

 Bollington (20 pts.) beat Stockport Georgians (8 pts.) by 8 wickets. 

PICK OF WEEK

Batting:  oDominic Michael (Marple) 124no v Middlewich

Bowling: Matt Millward (Sale) 5-40 v Oakmere. 

All-rounder: Nadeem Abbas (Burnage) 51 and 4-52 v Mobberley.

  April 25th Newsletter………5

TABLES UP-DATED TO SATURDAY, APRIL 25th

ECB Premier League
P
W25
W20
D
Ab
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts. 

ALDERLEY EDGE
2
1
1
0
0
0
0
0
45

NANTWICH

2
1
1
0
0
0
0
0
45

WIDNES

2
0
2
0
0
0
0
0
40

BOWDON

2
1
0
1
0
0
3
5
35

OULTON PARK

2
0
1
0
0
1
10
4
34

HYDE


2
0
1
0
0
1
4
5
29

MACCLESFIELD
2
0
1
0
0
1
6
2
28

NESTON

2
0
0
1
0
1
16
9
27

OXTON


2
0
0
1
0
1
18
7
27

CHESTER BO. HALL
2
0
0
1
0
1
12
7
21

TOFT


2
0
0
0
0
2
14
4
18

DIDSBURY

2
0
0
0
0
2
4
6
10

First Division

P
W25
W20
D
Ab
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts. 

BRAMHALL

2
1
1
0
0
0
5
0
50

IRBY


2
1
0
1
0
0
10
4
41

CHEADLE HULME
2
1
0
1
0
0
8
5
40

CHEADLE

2
0
1
1
0
0
7
4
33

CHRISTLETON

2
1
0
1
0
0
4
2
33

HEATON MERSEY
2
0
1
1
0
0
6
4
32

POYNTON

2
0
1
1
0
0
5
4
31

TIMPERLEY

2
0
1
0
0
1
4
4
28 

GRAPPENHALL
2
0
0
0
0
2
16
5
21

URMSTON

2
0
0
0
0
2
6
6
12

WARRINGTON

2
0
0
0
0
2
6
5
11

UPTON


2
0
0
0
0
2
2
4
6

Second Division
P
W25
W20
D
Ab
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts.

MIDDLEWICH

2
1
1
0
0
0
0
0
45

TATTENHALL

2
1
1
0
0
0
0
0
45

BOLLINGTON

2
0
2
0
0
0
0
0
40

SALE


2
0
2
0
0
0
0
0
40

BROOKLANDS

2
1
0
0
0
1
8
3
36

MARPLE

2
0
1
0
0
1
13
2
35

BURNAGE

2
0
1
0
0
1
7
4
31

BREDBURY ST. MK.
2
0
0
1
0
1
10
9
21

STOCKPORT GEO.
2
0
0
0
0
2
14
3
17

BIRKENHEAD PARK
2
0
0
1
0
1
6
6
14

MOBBERLEY

2
0
0
0
0
2
5
8
13

OAKMERE

2
0
0
0
0
2
4
1
5
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Earlier starts on Saturday, June 6th?

STARTING times in League fixtures on Saturday, June 6th can be brought forward by mutual agreement to help travel plans for players selected for Cheshire against Cornwall at Falmouth starting the next day. Clubs who wish to take advantage of this concession should contact the Fixture Secretary. 

Play-cricket.com advice

DARREN Sutcliffe, who administers the League’s ECB play-cricket.com website, has the following advice for clubs:

 It is the responsibility of home clubs to input the scorecards of their games within 72 hours of the close of play and both clubs should confirm the result by a tick in the box that appears alongside the result under the heading HC and AC.  It would also benefit clubs if a FULL scorecard can be inputted for all 1st XI matches as this will automatically activate other information on the site such as player stats.  I advise you to visit the site and look at the vast amount of information available.

 I also suggest that each club has two administrators to cover for holidays, illness etc and to share the workload. This is not significant and amounts to only about 10 minutes per scorecard.  

 Thank you for your assistance. 

IN BRIEF ……..

o BOWDON’s Lancashire contracted fast bowler Steve Cheetham appeared as deputy professional for Heywood in the Central Lancashire League on Sunday, April 19th.  Cheetham was instructed to do so by the county and his appearance was is in line with league regulations. 

o PLAYERS in the Cheshire Women’s Cricket League are permitted to play for different clubs in County League senior and junior cricket.

o UMPIRES making their Fair Play returns to John Lofthouse are urged to do so by e-mail:  lofters@tiscali.co.uk  It might be better not to speak to Lofters as Hyde United have been relegated from Conference North. Other disgruntled fans licking their wounds are those of Chester City, demoted from League Two and Northwich Victoria, from Blue Square Conference. 

o THERE is no change in umpires’ expenses this season. They remain at: £33 for Premier League games; £30 for Divisions One and Two; £20 for Twenty20; £30 for Cheshire Cup and Shield. 

o ONE further Overseas player has been registered since Saturday, April 18th: Brendan Santin, (Christleton) an Australian bowling all-rounder.  There are now 25 Overseas players registered.  The closing date is May 31st.  

o OULTON Park captain Nathan Dumelow has been quoted in a Northwich newspaper as stating that one of the reasons his club had not engaged an Overseas player was because he could not play in the Cheshire Cup..  In fact, a new rule this season allows Overseas players in both Cheshire Cup and Shield for the first time. 

o WICKET-KEEPER David Eckersley, who played for Oulton Park last season, has jojned Sawley & LE Park in the Derbyshire County League. 

o MOBBERLERY 2nd XI bowler John Whittick took 10-64 against Marple 2nd in the first game of the season on April 18th.  This analysis only once been bettered in 2nd XI cricket.

o CLUBS are reminded that in all senior cricket, names, numbers and logos should not be displayed on the back of white shirts. 

Chris Kirby on tv

WARRINGTON’s Chis Kirby has been spending time filming at Yorkshire television studios as a contestant on the popular Channel 4 gameshow Countdown, following three successful auditions earlier in April.

 The programme is scheduled to be televised on Wednesday, June 3rd, when the outcome will be revealed. 

Cheshire Women at Cheadle

THE Route-organisation sponsored Cheshire Women’s cricket team open their fixtures in the Second Division of the county championship with a home game against Essex at Cheadle C.C. on Sunday, May 3rd (11 a.m.).

 Cheshire will be captained by their World Cup winners medallist Lauren Griffiths and the team also contains former Test player Laura Newton. 
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Saturday, April 18th report

LEAGUE chairman David Humpage visited Bramhall, Bollington, Poynton, Alderley Edge and Mobberley on the opening day of the season, reporting that all grounds looked in fine fettle. He plans further visits in the next few weeks.

  Premier Division new umpires pitch reports: Hyde 5; Alderley Edge, Chester, Oulton Park 4; Bowdon, Nantwich 3.  Oulton Park v Widnes details were telephoned late and missed the PA’s 9 p.m. cut-off time ….Oxton’s Neil Cross (89) and Chris Davies (76) had 151 third wicket stand at Alderley Edge …David Hurst (83) and Jack Smith (54) had 150 second wicket stand for Neston v Chester.  … Alderley Edge umpires dressing-room marked below standard  …Umpires’ assessment forms were submitted to Ken Spilsbury by all premiership clubs except Oxton. 

 First Division pitch reports: Bramhall, Christleton, Upton 4; Heaton Mersey, Poynton, Timperley 3.

Appointed umpire Jim Whitehead was absent at Poynton v Grappenhall (Geoff Wellsteed stood on own) … Brian Kingham (79) and Nafees Din (56) had 110 second wicket partnership for Poynton v Grappenhall. No scorers were named on the result sheet for this match  …Timperley scored only 22 points not 25 as reported in one run win at home to Urmston (result sheet incorrectly approved by both captains and umpires). Urmston had no scorer…. Timperley failed to submit their umpires’ assessment form to Ken Spilsbury. 

 Second Division pitch reports: Sale 4; Birkenhead Park, Bollington, Middlewich, Mobberley and Tattenhall all 3.  …Bollington result sheet indicated 25 points for 10 wickets win v Oakmere, wheras they took only 20 as correctly reported by ‘phone (result sheet was signed with wrong information  by both captains and umpires) . Bollington scorebox marked below standard.  …James Cornford (65) and Stephen Parry (56) had 100 runs partnership for third wicket v Stockport Georgians …Mobberley v Marple pitch ratings column marked using old system by umpires.  Marple had no scorer… Sale’s John Taylor (71) and H. Khan (57) enjoyed 114 third wicket stand v Brooklands … There was no key to lock Tattenhall umpires’ room.  All clubs submitted umpires’ assessment forms. 

 All scorers are asked to ensure that the Fall of Wickets columns are fully completed.  This is important for a comprehensive ‘reading’ of the game and to calculate partnerships. 

HANDBOOK CHANGES

PLEASE make the following alterations to your copy of the 2009 Handbook:

 Page 9: Cricket committee member Chris Finegan e-mail address is chris.finegan@novartis.com

 Page 10.  Vacancy on Cricket committee filled by Harry Sharrock, 17, Prestbury, Avenue, Oxton, Wirral CH43 0UE. Tels. 0151 608 5683 (h); 07752 579980 (m). E-mail: Haroldsharrock@btinternet.com

 Page 11: In fourth paragraph of Jack Gardner’s obituary the Tom referred to is Tom Mather.

 Page 134:  Secretary of Alderley Edge is Kate Branagan, 35, Finney Drive, Wilmslow SK9 2ES. Tels. 01625 540 582 (h); 07903 419 7126 (m). E-mail: Kjbranagan@aol.com
Page 134: Alderley Edge 3rd XI captain is Nav Ahmed, mobile tel. 07976 295 943. 

Page 134: Alderley Edge Over 40s contact is Matthew Cheetham, Carn Brae, Upcast Lane, Alderley Edge SK9 7SE. Tels. 01625 585 988 (h); 07785 333 258 (m). E-mail: matthew.cheetham@btinternet.com

 Page 135: Birkenhead Park website address is birkenheadparkcc.co.uk

  Page 148. Directions to Mellor C.C. for Marple/Mellor 3rd XI Saturday home fixtures: Instead of turning into Bowden Lane, proceed to traffic lights, then turn left for Marple Bridge.  Continue for one mile to next lights, with Norfolk pub in front of you, then go right into Mellor. Continue for 1 to 1.5 miles to Royal Oak pub on right and ground is 500 yards on left. 

 Page 173: Delete umpires John Coakley and Brian Hunter (retired)..

Page 174: add to list: Ian Ramage, tel. 07818 252 818; Jim Whitehead, tel. 01625 260 159 (h); 07810 528 103 (m); Ken Simpson tel. 01939 233 415. 

 Page 175: Umpires’ AGM is on Tuesday, November 24th, 2009.

 Page 215: Delete Stockport Georgians from 2nd XI Cup draw.  Oxton have bye.

 Page 252: Playing regulation 9 (a) should read: The following players will be deemed ineligible to play in 3rd XI cricket that weekend:

Page 265. Under sub-heading UNINTERRUPTED GAMES, second paragraph should read:  In 3rd XI Saturday Division 2 and all Sunday 3rd XI cricket, batting bonus points etc.  ……….

Apologies are offered for the absence of the Jack Gardner 3rd XI Cup draw which should have preceded the 3rd XI fixtures on page 194.  The draw is reproduced as a separate attachment to this Newsletter 
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MINIOR COUNTIES CUP BEGINS ON SUNDAY

Danny Berry is Cheshire star

CHESHIRE opened their Minor Counties Cup programme against Cumberland at Netherfield on Sunday with an 18 runs victory, thanks almost entirely to Hyde all-rounder Danny Berry, who hit a lusty 87 not out, then claimed 5-33.

 Cheshire were in deep trouble at 102-7 most of their top batsmen having failed apart from Warren Goodwin, 54. Andy Hall, Ben Spendlove, James Duffy and Nathan Dumelow only scored 10 runs between them.  Then the Hyde youngster came in to smite 10 fours and five sixes in a remarkable innings lasting only 77 balls and with Jason Whittaker’s 40, Cheshire closed on a respectable 223-9.

 Cumberland got on top again with the bat at 160-4 before Duffy re-entered the fray, this time as an off-spinner, to take 5-33 and bowl the home side out for 215.  Adam Syddall chipped in with 3-31 and the first two group points were safely gathered.

 Macclesfield bowler James Hawley made his debut and took  0-51.

 Cheshire’s remaining group fixtures are against Oxfordshire at Christleton on Sunday, May 10th; Shropshire at Wem on Sunday, May 17th and Berkshire at Marple on Sunday, May 31st
 The quarter-finals are due on Sunday, June 14th. 

 o Cheshire’s excellent 136-page County Review has been published and distributed to all members.  

 It can be purchased at a cost of £5 plus postage by contacting the Editor and Cheshire Board secretary David Sharp, tel. 0161 499 1852 (h); 07754 615 956 (m) or by e-mail on sharp@ashdale6.freeserve.co.uk

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

THE NEWSLETTER

Club reps are invited to print out the weekly Newsletter and display on their notice boards.

The Newsletter will be issued throughout the 2009 playing season, normally by e-mail

on Mondays to club reps and others who request a copy.

Any club who would like their official copy posting at the expense of the League,

should contact Mike Talbot-Butler on 01606 883715.

Paper copies for private subscribers can be arranged for a fee covering postage.

  ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Alistair Davies tests your Cricket Law:  week 2

A FIELDSMAN leaves the field due to illness, returning 10 minutes before the side batting first lose their last wicket, having been off for more than 15 minutes.  When the side batting second commence their innings, the previously ill player comes out to bat and the opposing captain objects.

Is he entitled to do so?

Reminder of Week 1 poser:

As the bowler is delivering the ball, his hand catches on top of the wicket and both bails fall to the ground. The striker hits the ball back down the pitch and the bowler deflects it onto the stumps at his end with the non-striker out of his ground.

 There is an appeal. What should be the decision of the umpire?

 ANSWER: The ball is not dead, but the non-striker is not out.  As both bails have been removed it then becomes necessary for the ball to remove a stump completely from the ground under the circumstances described (Law 28.3: 28.1 (a). 
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LEAGUE FIXTURES ON SATURDAY, MAY 2nd
ECB Premier League (12.30 p.m.)

ALDERLEY EDGE v BOWDON


panel umpires: Rick Davis & John Silver

CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL v TOFT

Ian Greensmith & Peter Ogden

HYDE v DIDSBURY



Stan Davies & George Murphy

NANTWICH v OXTON



Steve Kirkbright & John Lofthouse

NESTON v WIDNES



Steve Goron & Ged Kinsey

OULTON PARK v MACCLESFIELD

Stuart Anderson & Glyn Roberts

First Division (1 p.m.)

BRAMHALL v CHEADLE


Peter Bolger & Sandy Scrimgeour

CHEADLE HULME v WARRINGTON

Liam Spires & Dave Sutton

CHRISTLETON v URMSTON


Jon Hacking & John Noble

HEATON MERSEY v IRBY


Ian Drury & Tom Park

TIMPERLEY v GRAPPENHALL

Ken Rothwell & Jim Shallcross

UPTON v POYNTON



Brian Jones & Don Speakman 

Second Division (1 p.m.)

BIRKENHEAD PARK v OAKMERE

Colin Byrom & Paul Wilgose

BOLLINGTON v SALE



Terry Hill & * Jim Whitehead

MIDDLEWICH v BURNAGE


Barrie Burns and Don Flanagan

MOBBERLEY v BREDBURY ST. MARK’s
Bob Cunningham & George Hill

STOCKPORT GEORGIANS v MARPLE

Peter Hayes & Tom Spencer

TATTENHALL v BROOKLANDS

Ray Prescott & Chris Smith

* Jim Whitehead tels. 01625 260 159 (h);  07810 528 2103 (m). 

CUP PROGRAMME ON SUNDAY, MAY 3rd

National Club championship first round (1 p.m.)

Chesterfield v ALDERLEY EDGE

- 

BOWDON v Barnsley



umpires: Stuart Anderson & Ian Greensmith

Sheffield United v BRAMHALL


-


Farnworth Social Circle v HYDE


-

CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL v Ormskirk
Rick Davis & Chris Smith

NESTON v New Brighton


Ged Kinsey & George Murphy

NANTWICH v Moddershall


John Lowe & Glyn Roberts

Cheshire Cup first round (1.30 p.m.)

Hollingworth v SALE

Birkenhead St. Mary’s v Hale Barns

Weaverham v Ashton on Mersey

Chester County Officers v The Groves

Aston v Caldy

Stockport v Ashley

Fred Graham T20 Cup

First round (to be played by May 11th): Birkenhead Park v Neston (Sunday, May 10th, 1 p.m.); Timperley v Cheadle Hulme (Thursday, May 7th, 6.15 p.m.); Poynton v Heaton Mersey (to be arranged).  

 Second round (by June 1st): Birkenhead Park / Neston v Upton; Irby v Oxton; Oakmere v Oulton Park; Chester BH v Widnes; Tattenhall v Nantwich; Middlewich v Christleton; Mobberley v Sale; Brooklands v Urmston; Timperley / Cheadle Hulme v Marple; Didsbury v Bowdon; Toft v Grappenhall; Macclesfield v Alderley Edge (holders); Bollington v Hyde; Stockport Georgians v Bredbury St. Mark’s; Burnage v Bramhall; Poynton / Heaton Mersey v Cheadle.  

 Clubs are urged to arrange these games ASAP and notify the Fixture Secretary. 
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