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Bowdon regain lead

after Nantwich lose

BOWDON created a crucial 15 points lead while Nantwich lost to Neston as the ECB Premier League approached its climax with just two weeks remaining.

 Bowdon won by six wickets in a high-scoring game at South Downs Road against Widnes, who now face the real prospect of relegation.

 Widnes’ batting improved on their 63 all-out debacle the previous week and with 73 from James McCoy and 66 by Zia Rehman, they were able to declare at an impressive 246-9, Dominic Ball 3-68. Bowdon’s reply showed the merit of teamwork with five players topping 30 in Michael Bryan-Jones (53 not out), Gareth Cross (47), Carl Hey (46), Stephen Ball (36) and brother Dominic Ball (30 not out) as they eased home at 247-4.

  Minus New Zealand Test star Lou Vincent, due to his wife giving birth, Nantwich came unstuck at home to Neston.  Occasional bowler David Hurst again turned up trumps with 4-49 to restrict the Dabbers to a modest 161-9, former Staffs. batsman Nigel Davies top-scoring with 70.  Neston - themselves without 1,000 runs skipper Jack Smith - had fellow Aussie David Pavlinovich to thank for their solid reply of 162-7 with one over remaining. Pavlinovich has had a thin season, but has scored runs against the top sides, instance the impressive 72 which steered his side to victory by four wickets.

 Oulton Park are now joint second with Nantwich after a winning draw against Alderley Edge at Little Budworth when they ran up a massive 316-9 in 55 overs.  Skipper Nathan Dumelow enjoyed himself with a fluent 171, the league’s highest innings of the season. He came in at 10-3 and put on 212 for the fourth wicket with the ever-improving Rick Moore (74).  Suggesting that their hosts had batted on too long, Alderley Edge held out comfortably at 220-7, Cheshire all-rounder Jason Whittaker following up his 18 overs x 3-53 stint with an unbeaten 71.  He and Charlie Reid (46) put a stop to Oulton’s victory gallop after they had slumped to 99-6. Guy Emmett claimed 4-50.

Twenty vital points for Toft

 Oxton were routed for 63 at home by Toft, who took a giant step towards safety with 20 vital points. The combination of Tasmanian leg-spinner Josh Bean (6-27) and Dorset seam bowler Rupert Kitzinger (4-28) who has spent much of the season injured, overwhelmed Oxton and Toft had the game won inside 14 overs after tea.

 Chester Boughton Hall were no match for Hyde at Werneth Low where they were bowled out for 186, Ed Roberts 39, Danny Berry 3-47. With Chris Tipper scoring 76 and Dave Fitzsimmons 53 not out, Hyde eased home by five wickets.

 Macclesfield lost their 13th game, at the hands of Didsbury, and now seem certain to finish at the foot of the table.  Macc were bowled out for 168, Tom Parfett 59, Jamie Maltman 4-47 and Didsbury replied with 170-5 with five balls remaining, Greg Dixon adding an unbeaten 75 to his four smart outfield catches earlier in the game. Praise is due to Paul Sperring’s Didsbury side, now undefeated in 12 games since June 11th and that after losing seven of their first eight. 

REMAINING FIXTURES FOR TOP THREE …

BOWDON: Neston away; Chester home.   OULTON PARK: Hyde home; Nantwich away.

NANTWICH:  Chester away;  Oulton Park home 

…AND BOTTOM THREE

TOFT: Didsbury home; Macclesfield away.  WIDNES: Oxton home; Didsbury away. 

MACCLESFIELD: Alderley Edge away; Toft home
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DIVISION 1

Sixth century for Iroshan de Silva

SRI LANKAN born batsman Iroshan de Silva scored his sixth century of the season in a 51 runs win at Timperley to keep alive Christleton’s chances of promotion from the First Division.

 De Silva scored an unbeaten 117 - taking his tally well over 1,000 for the season -  in his side’s 237-5 declared. Timperley were all out for 186, P. Ashling 66, de Silva also shining with the ball, 4-67.

 Unfortunately for the Little Heath men, top dogs Urmston and Bramhall show no signs of slipping. Urmston stay 19 points clear in pole position after winning by 128 runs at Irby. Samit Panda scored 60 and skipper Chris Watson 50 in Urmies’ 237-8 before Irby were bowled out for 109, Ashwin Punja 4-19, Kurt Edginton 4-33.

 Bramhall won by seven wickets at home to Upton who were all out for 195, George Earl 51, Damien Stringer 5-41, Kieron O’Connor 4-85. With 81 from Cheshire skipper Andrew Hall and an unbeaten 66 by Nick Cantello in a second wicket partnership of 101, Bramhall homed in with three overs left..

Lancs Old Boys in 148 stand

Grappenhall ended a bad patch by with a seven wickets home win over Cheshire Shield winners Cheadle who mustered 162-9 in 53 overs, Grant Chessari 52, John Taylor 4-25.  Richard Green (84) and Steve Titchard (71) enjoyed an unbroken 148 partnership for the 4th wicket in Grappers’ response.

 Indian all-rounder Syed Shahabuddin had a game to remember in Heaton Mersey’s 168 runs home win over Cheadle Hulme.  He scored 103 out of a tally of 232-6 (Matt Norbury 59), then took 4-23 and, with Waqar Rashid’s, 4-16, bowled Cheadle Hulme out for 64. 

 Poynton finished 13-10 points ahead in a home game against Warrington which was abandoned due to rain.  Paul Gould scored 55 of Poynton’s 181-8, after which Warrington reached 165-9, Andy Kirby 35, Leon Guthridge 6-67.

  It’s not looking good for the bottom two with two games remaining.

Division 2

BOLLINGTON CHAMPIONS

BOLLINGTON became the first club to clinch a championship title when they won by 35 runs in a Second Division low-scorer at Mobberley. Fifty nine points clear of second-placed Middlewich, Bolly cannot be caught and are to be congratulated on returning to Division One after just one season.  

 Their batting broke down in this game – all out 106, Phil Burrell 3-51 - but their bowlers made up for it, especially Mo Ali who returned the awe-inspiring figures of 15.5 overs, 5 maidens, 15 runs, 8 wickets as Mobberley caved in for 71.

 Middlewich became hot favourites to go up with them thanks to an eight wickets win at Tattenhall, whom they restricted to 139-9, John Hope 47, Phil Parry 3-57, Vishy Bhardwa 3-44.  Andy Cole (62) again carried his bat through Middlewich’s reply.

  The Sale – Marple game ended in a level-scores draw, Marple earning 13 points and Sale 18. Marple reached 100 batting bonus points with a tally of 176-9, Dominic Michael 70 not out, Mike Halkon 4-38 and Sale responded with 176-9, Jamal Benzafar 44, Andy Greasley 5-57.

Burnage docked six points

The clash of the bottom two clubs Oakmere and Burnage at Overdale Lane ended in stalemate, Oakmere edging the draw points 10-8.  Burnage batted 55 overs to compile 169-9, and Oakmere had their last pair together on 154-9 at stumps, Paul Yearsley top-scoring with 41 

 Burnage’s survival cause has not been helped by the deduction of six points by the League’s Disciplinary panel for happenings in their match at Birkenhead Park on August 15th.  In addition, the panel, chaired by Ian Greensmith, cautioned Burnage captain Sajid Mahmood as to his future conduct for failing to take appropriate action to improve the over rate when requested by the umpires.

 The Brooklands v Bredbury game was drawn after Brooklands had declared on 144-9. Bredbury reached 118-9.

 Bad light and rain ended play early with nine points each in the Birkenhead Park v Stockport Georgians match. Park scored 156 (Tommy Hunter 41, John Leggett 5-70) and Georgians posted 104-4 in 37 overs, Mark Vincent 57. 
August 29 / 30 Newsletter …………3

All the Premiership scores on Saturday
BOWDON v WIDNES (won toss)

 Widnes 246-9 dec. (55 overs: J. McCoy 73, Z. Rehman 66, T. Hurdley 33, D. Ball 3-68); 

 Bowdon 247-4 (53 overs: M. Bryan-Jones 53no, G. Cross 47, C. Hey 46, S. Ball 38, D. Ball 30no.)

Bowdon (25 pts.) beat Widnes (12 pts.) by 6 wickets. 

DIDSBURY v MACCLESFIELD (toss)

 Macclesfield 168 (60 overs: P. Parfett 59, K. Sawas 34, J. Maltman 4-47, G. Dixon 4 outfield catches); 

 Didsbury 170-5 (49.1 overs: G. Dixon 75no, N Anderson 43, J. Hawley 4-54).

Didsbury (25 pts.) beat Macclesfield (4 pts.) by 5 wickets. 

HYDE v CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL (toss)

 Chester 186 (47 overs: E. Roberts 39, G. Robinson 31, D. Berry 3-47); 

 Hyde 188-5 (48 overs: C. Tipper 76, D. Fitzsimmons 53no)

Hyde (25 pts.) beat Chester Boughton Hall (11 pts.) by 5 wickets.

NANTWICH v NESTON (toss)

 Nantwich 161-9 dec. (55 overs: N. Davies 70, D. Hurst 4-49); 

 Neston 162-6 (54 overs: D. Pavlinovich 72, B. Browne 3-57).

Neston (20 pts.) beat Nantwich (7 pts.) by 4 wickets. 

OULTON PARK (toss) v ALDERLEY EDGE:

 Oulton Park 316-9 dec. (55 overs: N. Dumelow 171, R. Moore 74 = 4th wicket stand of 212, C. Jones 47, R. Wilkinson 3-19, J. Whittaker 3-53); 

 Alderley Edge 220-7 (55 overs: J. Whittaker 71, C. Reid 46, S. Rauf 39, G. Emmett 4-50).

Match drawn: Oulton Park 16 pts., Alderley Edge 12 pts. 

OXTON v TOFT (toss)

 Oxton 63 (42 overs: A. Gibson 20, J. Bean 6-27, R. Kitzinger 4-27); 

 Toft 64-1 (13.3 overs: A. Carolan 38no).

Toft (20 pts.) beat Oxton (1 pt.) by 9 wickets.

Division One details

BRAMHALL v UPTON (won toss)

 Upton 195 (50 overs: G. Earl 51, D. Warburton 38, D. Stringer 5-41, K. O’Connor 4-85); 

 Bramhall 198-3 (48 overs: A. Hall 81, N. Cantello 66no = 101 for 2nd wicket).

 Bramhall (25 pts.) beat Upton (10 pts) by 7 wickets. 

GRAPPENHALL v CHEADLE (toss)

 Cheadle 162-9 dec. (53 overs: G. Chessari 52, J. Reeh 33, J. Taylor 4-35, I. Hall 3-20); 

 Grappenhall 166-3 (41 overs: R. Green 84no, S. Titchard  71no = 148 for 4th wicket).

Grappenhall (25 pts.) beat Cheadle (3 pts.) by 7 wickets.

HEATON MERSEY (toss) v CHEADLE HULME

 Heaton Mersey 232-6 dec. (50 overs: S. Shahbuddin 103, M. Norbury 59); 

 Cheadle Hulme 64 (31 overs: D. Forbes 24, W. Rashid 4-19, S. Sahabuddin 4-23).  Cheadle Hulme no scorer. 

Heaton Mersey (25 pts.) beat Cheadle (3 pts.) by 168 runs.

IRBY v URMSTON (toss)

 Urmston 237-8 dec. (50 overs: S. Panda 65, C. Watson 50no, C. Allyson 30, S. Hurworth 5-50); 

 Irby 109 (28 overs: A. Kinsey 35, A. Punja 4-19, K. Edginton 4-33).

 Urmston (25 pts.) beat Irby (5 pts.) by 128 runs.
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 POYNTON v WARRINGTON (toss)

 Poynton 181-8 dec. (50 overs: P. Gould 55, R. Batey 3-37, S. Heydon 3-47); 

 Warrington 165-9 (46 overs): R. Heaphey 37, A. Kirby 35, L. Guthridge 6-67, M. Heathcote 3-10). Rain and bad light stopped play. 

Match drawn: Poynton 13 pts., Warrington 10 pts. 

TIMPERLEY (toss)  v CHRISTLETON

 Christleton 237-5 dec. (49 overs: I. de Silva 117no, D. Bates 37); 

 Timperley 186 (45 overs: P. Ashling 66, A. Horan 36, I. De Silva 4-67, G. Newell 3-27, P. Allen 3-42).

Christleton (25 pts.) beat Timperley (8 pts.) by 51 runs. 

….. and  from Division  Two

BIRKENHEAD PARK (toss) v STOCKPORT GEORGIANS

 Birkenhead Park156 (54 overs: T. Hunter 41, A. Liu 34no, J. Leggett 5-70); 

 Stockport Georgians 104-4 (37 overs: M. Vincent 57. Rain and bad light stopped play.

Match abandoned: Birkenhead Park 9 pts. Stockport Georgians 9 pts. 

BROOKLANDS v BREDBURY ST. MARK’s (toss)

 Brooklands 144-9 dec. (50 overs); 

 Bredbury 118-9 (50 overs: S. Mahboob 5-78, wicket-keeper R. Wood 4c 1st).

Match drawn: Brooklands 11 pts. Bredbury St. Mark’s 8 pts 

MOBBERLEY v BOLLINGTON (toss)

 Bollington 106 (43 overs: R. Hough 30, P. Burrell 3-51); 

 Mobberley 71 (31 overs: S. Abbas 21no, M. Ali 15.5-9-15-8).

Bollington (21 pts.) beat Mobberley (5 pts.) by 35 runs.

OAKMERE (toss) v BURNAGE

 Burnage 169-9 innings closed (55 overs: H. Parvez 38, S. Baig 35, S. Mahmood 32, C. Phelan 3-41);  

 Oakmere 154-9 (45 overs: P. Yearsley 41).

 Match drawn: Oakmere 10 pts. Burnage 8 pts. 

SALE v MARPLE (toss)

 Marple 176-9 dec. (50 overs: D. Michael 70no, J. Crisall 42, M. Halkon 4-38);

 Sale 176-9 (50 overs: J. Banazir 44, M. Halkon 40, A. Greasley 5-57).

Level-scores draw: Sale 18 pts. Marple 13 pts. 

TATTENHALL (toss) v MIDDLEWICH:

 Tattenhall 139-9 dec. (50 overs:  J. Hope 47,G. Forster 32no, P. Parry 3-37, V. Bhardwa 3-44); 

 Middlewich 140-2 (42 overs: A. Coles 62no, V. Bhardwa 33).

 Middlewich (25 pts.) beat Tattenhall (3 pts.) by 8 wickets. 

Pick of Week

PREMIER LEAGUE BATTING: N. Dumelow (Oulton Park) 171 v Alderley Edge.

BOWLING: Jon Bean (Toft) 6-27 v Oxton.

ALL-ROUNDER: Jason Whittaker (Alderley Edge) 71 and 3-53 v Oulton Park.

FIRST DIVISION BATTING: Iroshan de Silva (Christleton) 117no v Timperley.

BOWLING: Waqar Rashid (Heaton Mersey) 4-16 v Cheadle Hulme.

ALL-ROUNDER:  Syed Shahabuddin (Heaton Mersey ) 103 and 4-23 v Cheadle Hulme.

SECOND DIVISION BATTING: Dominic Michael (Marple) 70no v Sale.

BOWLING: Mo Ali (Bollington ) 8-15 v Mobberley.

ALL-ROUNDER:  Mike Halkon (Sale) 40 and 4-38 v Marple. 
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TABLES AFTER GAMES ON AUGUST 29: Week 20

ECB Premier League
P
W25
W20
D
Ab
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts. 

BOWDON

20
5
6
5
2
2
49
32
354

OULTON PARK

20
0
10
4
2
4
86
27
339

NANTWICH (1)

20
6
4
4
2
4
52
36
339

NESTON

20
3
6
5
2
4
56
35
314

ALDERLEY EDGE (2)
20
7
3
3
2
5
28
31
308

HYDE


20
4
3
5
3
5
52
41
290

DIDSBURY

20
4
4
5
1
6
38
41
278

OXTON


20
1
4
5
2
8
74
40
247

CHESTER BO. HALL
20
1
2
4
1
12
99
52
233

TOFT


20
1
4
1
0
14
66
51
224

WIDNES (3)

20
2
3
4
2
9
41
21
216

MACCLESFIELD
20
1
2
3
1
13
60
53
193

1 .  Nantwich 5 pts. deducted for slow over rate v Oxton May 9.

2. Alderley Edge (25 pts.) v Nantwich (9) on May 16  awarded to Nantwich, who receive 16 residual  pts.  Alderley a further 10 pts. deducted for fielding ineligible player, total 35 pts. 

3. Widnes played 5 games involving an ineligible player from which they gained 78 points: Alderley Edge, May 9 (Widnes won 24-6 pts.); Toft, May 16 (Toft won 25-4); Macclesfield, May 23 (Widnes won 20-8); Didsbury, May 30 (Widnes won 25-7); Bowdon, June 13 (Bowdon won 22-5).   The Appeals panel awarded games which Widnes won to their opponents with the following residual pts: Alderley Edge 19; Toft 0; Macclesfield 17; Didsbury 18; Bowdon 3.  The panel reduced an original 128 pts. deduction to 60. 

First Division

P
W25
W20
D
Ab
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts. 

URMSTON

20
2
10
2
4
2
36
15
341

BRAMHALL

20
3
6
7
3
1
56
30
322

CHRISTLETON

20
6
2
7
1
4
57
45
315

IRBY


20
1
6
3
3
7
85
30
293

CHEADLE

20
2
6
3
1
8
68
33
286

GRAPPENHALL
20
1
7
4
2
6
51
36
278

CHEADLE HULME
20
1
5
8
1
5
75
48
273

HEATON MERSEY
20
0
7
3
2
8
53
39
256

POYNTON

20
1
4
6
2
7
62
50
247

UPTON


20
0
5
2
1
12
80
47
240

WARRINGTON

20
0
4
4
2
10
68
36
210

TIMPERLEY

20
0
3
3
2
12
66
55
205

Second Division
P
W25
W20
D
Ab
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts.

BOLLINGTON

20
2
13
2
1
2
49
14
386   

MIDDLEWICH

20
4
7
6
2
1
30
27
327

* SALE


20
1
7
6
1
4
61
41
306

MARPLE

20
0
6
7
2
5
100
47
299

BREDBURY ST. MK.
20
0
7
6
2
5
48
41
259

STOCKPORT GEO.
20
3
2
6
4
5
53
36
252

BROOKLANDS

20
1
4
5
2
8
61
46
240

TATTENHALL

20
3
2
5
1
9
62
43
239

BIRKENHEAD PARK
20
2
3
6
3
6
35
40
224

MOBBERLEY

20
1
2
4
2
11
72
52
215

BURNAGE (1)

20
1
2
3
3
11
65
49
206

OAKMERE

20
2
3
3
1
11
47
30
202    

  Bollington are champions

 1. Burnage 6 pts. deducted by Disciplinary panel. 

* Sale record include 18 pts. for level-scores draw. 
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It’s Bucks v Cheshire in Minors play-off

CHESHIRE qualified for the Minor Counties championship play-off for the second time in three seasons when they beat Shropshire in their final Western group game at Whitchurch from Sunday – Tuesday, August 24 – 26.  They now visit Eastern champions Buckinghamshire at Slough over four days from Sunday, September 6th to Wednesday, September 9th.

  Bowdon left-arm paceman Adam Syddall was the star turn in Cheshire’s final burst for victory on the third day at Whitchurch, taking a personal best 8-83 off 23.4 superb overs of pace and swing to dismiss Shropshire for 178.  This left Cheshire needing only 199 to win in 70 overs and the eased past that target – after a heavy rain shower scare – for the loss of five wickets, Oulton Park’s Ben Spendlove top-scoring with 59.

 On the first day, Shropshire were dismissed for 299, Whitchurch batsman Rick Oliver scoring 110, while Danny Berry claimed 3-99.

 Replying on Monday, Cheshire slumped from 64-0 to 170-8 before their last two wickets took the total to 279, Spendlove scoring a magnificent 113 partnered by Hyde’s Danny Berry, 50 not out.  By the close of play Shropshire had been reduced to 90-4, just 110 ahead.

  Cheshire were set to top their group when they learned that leaders Cornwall’s game against Wales had been washed out with only eight overs play possible in three days.

  Skipper Andy Hall told Newsletter: “We’ve now completed three seasons of western group games without defeat; in fact our last loss was here at Whitchurch in August, 2006  The players are all drawn from the County League and the team spirit is tremendous as you might expect from players who are meeting one another most weeks.  Now we have to prepare for a big test as Bucks are having a great season and are unbeaten like us”. 

 O The day after his bowling feat at Whitchurch, Bolton-based Adam Syddall was commentating on the Middlesex v Lancashire 50 overs game at Lord’s for BBC Radio Lancashire. Adam met up with League secretary Geoff Wellsteed, who was at the annual ECB Premier League Chairmen’s meeting at HQ. 

FINAL TABLES

Western group

P
W
D
L
AB
Pts.

CHESHIRE

6
3
2
0
1
101

Cornwall


6
3
1
1
1
89

Oxfordshire

6
2
3
1
0
85

Dorset


6
3
1
1
1
83

Shropshire

6
2
3
1
0
74

Berkshire


6
1
3
2
0
67

Devon


6
1
3
2
0
63

Wiltshire


6
1
2
3
0
59

Wales


6
1
2
2
1
55

Herefordshire

6
0
2
4
0
53

Eastern group incomplete

BUCKS


6
3
3
0
0
99

Norfolk


6
2
3
1
0
79

Hertfordshire

5
2
3
0
0
76

Northumberland

5
2
2
1
0
70

Suffolk


5
1
3
0
1
61

Staffs.


6
1
3
1
1
59

Cambridgeshire

6
0
5
1
0
48

Bedfordshire

5
1
0
4
0
39

Lincolnshire

5
0
3
2
0
38

Cumberland

5
0
3
2
0
34

Cheshire Cup final abandoned

SUNDAY’S Cheshire Cup final between Elworth and Alderley Edge was rained off shortly after the tea break and will be replayed at Elworth on Sunday, September 6th  (12 noon). 

 Winning the toss, Alderley batted well to post 235-8 in their 45 overs, Richard Wilkinson 64, Adam Worrall 44, Sohail Rauf 39, Mark Currie 32.

  Elworth were 10-0 off 3.5 overs when play was abandoned to the dismay of a crowd of more than 400 people and of the host club who had put on a first-class show. 
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OULTON RUN-RATED OUT OF  COCKSPUR CUP

DERBYSHIRE Premier League winners Ockbrook & Borrowash progressed to the Regional finals of the ECB Cockspur T20 Cup at Oulton Park on Sunday when the Area finals were spoiled by rain.

 Hosts Oulton Park beat Liverpool Competition winners New Brighton in their first game scoring 220-5 (Nathan Dumelow 100no, Louis Bentley 89) before dismissing the Rakers for 116.

  In the second game, Ockbrook & Borrowash bowled New Brighton out for 95 and knocked off the runs in 47 balls.

  The final winner-takes-all match between Oulton Park and O&B was washed out and the Derbyshire side were declared winners on run rate achieved in their two opening games, though Oulton could feel themselves unlucky having scored at an impressive 1.83 per ball in the run calculation.

 Match manager Geoff Wellsteed told Newsletter: “The day was superbly hosted by Oulton Park, who were commended for their excellent hospitality by both visiting sides”.

 The Regional finals will be at Ockbrook & Borrowash on Sunday, September 13th, the winners there going on to the National Finals on the county ground at Derby on Monday, September 28th to be televised live on Sky.  An all-expenses paid trip to Barbados awaits the ultimate victors. 

Harking back to August 22nd

AFTER the bleat in last week’s Newsletter about poor Saturday evening telephone calling, the input was much improved – thanks  folks.

PREMIER LEAGUE PITCH RATINGS: 5 – Neston; 4 – CBH; Macclesfield; Widnes; 3 – Alderley Edge; Toft.

 Top stats.  Batting – Smith (Neston) 1,048; Goodwin (CBH) 1,026; Vincent (Nantwich) 856; Leech (Oulton Park) and Currie (Alderley Edge) both 785. 

 Bowling – Whittaker (Alderley Edge) 60; Browne (Nantwich) 47; Bean (Toft 46); Cross (Bowdon) 45; Dumelow (Oulton Park) 42.

 Gareth Cross (110) and Stephen Ball (78) put on 176 for the third Bowdon wicket at Toft.

  Macc’s Tom Parfett (93) and James Hawley (52 not out) added 117 for the fourth wicket v Oxton.

Jack Smith (68) and Andy Murphy (48) put on 108 for the first Neston wicket v Hyde.

 The Macclesfield dressing-room was marked below standard v Oxton, who brought no scorer.   

 Missing result sheet: Didsbury v Bowdon on August 8th.  

DIVISION 1 PITCH RATINGS: 5 – Christleton; 4 – Cheadle, Upton; 3 – Urmston, Warrington.  No result sheet received from Cheadle Hulme.

Top stats.  Batting – De Silva (Christleton) 955; Dawson (Bramhall) 900; Gould (Poynton) 735; Punja (Urmston) 585; Wilde (Cheadle Hulme) 532.  Bowling – Wilkinson (Bramhall) 59; McCray (Cheadle Hulme) 48; Sahabuddin (Heaton Mersey) 47; Guthridge (Poynton) 42; Stringer (Bramhall) 35.

Missing result sheet: Cheadle v Heaton Mersey August 8th.

When Upton fast bowler Ian Linwood took 7-41 against Grappenhall, four of his victims were bowled and the remaining three lbw.

 Heaton Mersey’s last pair P. August, 38 and  I. Hughes, 28 added 61 for the 10th wicket in their defeat by Warrington, taking the score from 65-9 to 126.

DIVISION 2 PITCH RATINGS: 5 – Middlewich; 4 – Bollington, Bredbury, Marple, Stockport Georgians; 2 – Burnage.

Top stats.  Batting: Khan (Sale) 793; Michael (Marple) 791; S. Parry (Middlewich) 601; Jones (Mobberley) 651; Rowe (Bollington) 593.  Bowling: Ali (Bollington) 55; Aqeel (Bollington) 47; R. Halkon (Sale) 37; P. Parry (Middlwich) and Dobson (Tattenhall) both 36.

 Missing result sheet: Birkenhead Park v Sale on August 1st.

 Bredbury wicket-keeper Rob Keyworth took two stumpings and two catches v Oakmere.

 Andy Cole (Middlewich) carried his bat for a score of 46 in 49.5 overs when Middlewich replied with 177-5 to beat Mobberley by five wickets.

 The Bredbury umpires’ room was marked below standard.

 Please note that the divisional stats above are incomplete as not all clubs use the league website.

 The League’s choice for July Performance of the Month, James (not David) Williams received a mention in the September issue of Wisden Cricket Monthly.  The citation read: “In reply to Bramhall thirds 147 all out, Marple thirds finished on 144-9 with seven catches going to 20 year-old James Williams, an outfielder. Six of the catches were taken at mid-on and one at mid-off. Three were full-length dives and five were off the same bowler.”  This, in fact, was B. Milligan (6-66). 

 Four missing umpires’ assessment cards: Grappenhall, Poynton; Marple, Mobberley. 
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CLUB NEWS

CLUBS should note that since August 15th no player has been permitted to make his first 1st or 2nd XI appearance of the season unless he has already played in another 1st, 2nd or 3rd XI fixture for that club during the season (Over 40s are discounted). 

 An exception can be made in the case of a player with at least two season’s experience with that club who has played in no other cricket in the 2009 season, providing permission is granted by the Competition Secretary or Assistant Secretary acting on behalf of the Cricket Committee.

 All clubs are currently being circulated with Players’ Player of the Year voting forms. First to be returned: Alderley Edge. 

BIRKENHEAD PARK stage a Six a side Fun Day for 12 teams on Sunday, September 6th when former Test umpire Dickie Bird will be the guest of honour making  his last public appearance.

 The event starts at 11 a.m. Admission is free – all welcome. 

CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL are to stage the final of the English Schools Cricket Association’s famous Bunbury Under 15s Cricket Festival in July, 2010. 

MARPLE stage the Mullaney Trophy game between the holders, the County League and the Derbyshire & Cheshire League on Sunday, September 6th (1 p.m.). The League XI will be captained by Brooklands’ John Birchall.  

Women’s cricket

CHESTER Boughton Hall Deemons won their third successive Lovelane Cheshire Women’s Cup final when they beat Appleton Tigers by 9 wickets at Oakmere. Scores: Appleton 74-3 (Katie Rudd 27, Emma Barlow 26); CBHD 75-1 (Nicky Deane 27).

 In the League First Division Poynton lead reigning champions Chester by 20 points with one game left with Hawarden Park relegated. Romiley & Dinting have clinched the Second Division title.  Hyde’s Leesa Mellon scored 109 in her team’s win at Neston. 
Umpires’ courses

COURSES designed to enrol new umpires and to give current players a better knowledge of the Laws have been arranged for the autumn and winter months at two central venues. 

 Both over 10 weeks, on Tuesday evenings from 7.30 from 9.30 p.m. they start at Hale Barns Cricket Club on September 29th and at Oakmere Cricket Club on January 10th, 2010. 

 If you are interested contact Ian Bishop 0161 962 5833 or Steve Goron 01625 532 838 or by e-mail on stevegemail-umpire@yahoo.co.uk
 o League panel member Ian Ramage umpired the Scotland v Australia ODI at Edinburgh on Friday, August 28th. 

Alistair Davies tests your Cricket Law:  Week 20

A SLOW bowler delivers a fast full toss which is above the waist of the striker standing upright at the popping crease. The striker hits the ball and runs are scored.

 What should the umpire do next?

REMINDER OF LAST WEEK’S POSER:

A MATCH of one innings per side is being played.  During the drinks interval the captain of the batting side is unsure whether he can declare his side’s innings closed.

 What advice should be receive from the umpire?

HERE’S THE ANSWER:

The captain should be informed that he can declare his innings closed as the ball is currently dead  (A drinks interval is in progress).  Law 14.1 

 * Alistair reminds umpires in all County League matches at whatever level: Games should not commence, or recommence, if it is raining. 
TOMMY COOPERISMS …..

TWO Eskimos fishing in a kayak felt cold.

 They lit a fire in the boat, it sank, proving once and for all that …..are you ready for this?

 You can’t have your kayak and heat it.  
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FIXTURES & UMPIRES FOR 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 5: week 21
Note earlier starting times

ECB Premier League (12 noon)

ALDERLEY EDGE v MACCLESFIELD

Rick Davis & Sandy Scrimgeour

CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL v NANTWICH
Stan Davies & Glyn Roberts

NESTON v BOWDON




Don Flanagan & Ian Ramage

OULTON PARK v HYDE



Ged Kinsey & Chris Smith

TOFT v DIDSBURY




Alistair Davies & Geoff Wellsteed

WIDNES v OXTON




Ian Drury & Ian Greensmith

 Final fixtures on Saturday, September 12: Bowdon v Chester; Didsbury v Widnes; Hyde v Alderley Edge; Macclesfield v Toft; Nantwich v Oulton Park; Oxton v Neston. 

First Division (12.30 p.m.)

BRAMHALL v TIMPERLEY



Barrie Burns & Sagir Parkar

CHEADLE HULME v POYNTON


Tom Park & John Silver

CHRISTLETON v HEATON MERSEY


Jon Hacking & Jim Whitehead

UPTON v CHEADLE




Peter Hanaby & Ray Prescott

URMSTON v GRAPPENHALL


Stuart Anderson & Don Speakman

WARRINGTON v IRBY



Bob Abel & Clive Heylin

  Final fixtures on September 12: Cheadle v Urmston; Grappenhall v Warrington; Heaton Mersey v Bramhall; Irby v Cheadle Hulme; Poynton v Christleton; Timperley v Upton. 

Second Division (12.30 p.m.)

BOLLINGTON v BREDBURY ST. MARK’s

Dave Goulding & Steve Kirkbright

BURNAGE v BROOKLANDS



John Lofthouse & David Moss

MARPLE v OAKMERE



Peter Ogden & 

Phil Prince tel. 01614343161

MIDDLEWICH v BIRKENHEAD PARK

Ken Rothwell & Dave Sutton

MOBBERLEY v TATTENHALL


Nigel Hardern tel. 0151 336 4192








& Brian Jones

STOCKPORT GEORGIANS v SALE


Peter Hayes & Ian Wilson

 Final fixtures on September 12: Birkenhead v Mobberley; Bredbury v Burnage; Brooklands v Marple; Oakmere v Stockport Georgians; Sale v Middlewich; Tattenhall v Bollington.

FIXTURES ON SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 6th

Minor Counties championship play-off (at Slough, 10.30 a.m. daily)

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE v CHESHIRE (continues, Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday)

Mullaney Trophy (at Marple, 1 p.m.)

CHESHIRE COUNTY LEAGUE v DERBYSHIRE & CHESHIRE LEAGUE

Mike.t-b@virgin.net: August 31 / 09

