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Tightest finish on record as

Oulton Park edge ahead
NEXT Saturday will see the tightest finish on record in the ECB Premier League with any one of Oulton Park, Bowdon or Nantwich capable of snatching the title.

 New front runners are Oulton Park who top the table by five points after a regulation five wickets win against Hyde at Little Budworth.  Hyde were bowled out for 189, Danny Berry 44, Nathan Dumelow 3-31, Chris Jones 3-39 and Oulton replied with 195-5, Jonny Kettle 52, Ben Spendlove 48 and Louis Bentley not out 46.

  Bowdon lost top spot when they were routed at Neston in a game dominated by bowlers on the usually batsmen-friendly Parkgate pitch.  Neston mustered only 116, Lancashire 2nd XI skipper Gareth Cross taking 6-33, but Bowdon fell 47 runs short at 69 all out, Stephen Ball contributing 35, while Jordan Free enjoyed his best senior figures of 4-22 and Chris Finegan 3-31.

 Top of the table two weeks ago, Nantwich suffered their second successive defeat, this time by five wickets in a last over finish at Chester Boughton Hall, who are now free of relegation worries for the first time.  Nantwich batted well to declare on 225-5 (Chris Simpson 45 and Andy Newton 30 not out including three sixes and two fours off the last over bowled by Alex Kegg). But Chester replied with 227-5, Aussie batsman Hayden Butterworth (79 not out) tucking away the winning runs off the third ball of the last over .

 On the last day of the season, Bowdon host Chester, while Nantwich entertain Oulton Park in what could be the key fixture of the campaign. 

 If Bowdon score a maximum 25 points to beat Chester, Oulton will need a 21 points win at Nantwich as both clubs currently have 11 wins, but Bowdon one fewer defeat. For Nantwich to finish top they need a 25 points victory while restricting Oulton to 10 points AND hope that Bowdon draw with 15 points or less. 

All out 73, Widnes almost down

Widnes were dismissed for their second sub-100 total in three games, this time for 78 at home to Oxton, losing by 159 runs to render relegation a virtual certainty. Simon Stokes compiled a magnificent unbeaten 108 in Oxton’s 237-6, but Widnes were all at sea in their reply against the spin of Neil Cross, 6-19 and the pace of skipper Andy Birley, 4-56.

 Toft have done almost enough to avoid the drop thanks to an eight wickets home win against Didsbury, who were routed for 38, the lowest premiership tally since 2007 and their first defeat since June 6th (at home to Toft). Didsbury batsmen had no answer to the pace of 6ft. 7ins. Dorset paceman Rupert Kitzinger who claimed an awe-inspiring 8-19 after helping himself to a hat-trick off the fourth, fifth and sixth balls of the opening over (Messrs. Fisher, Mafani and Dixon), the first time this has been achieved in the Premier League. Even before this, he had time to be warned by umpire Alistair Davis for stepping  in the danger zone !

 The day’s second centurion was Alderley Edge’s Mark Currie (100) who put on 140 for the fourth wicket with Richard Wilkinson, 47 before his side declared on 212-4 against Macclesfield. All out for 116, Chris Reid 3-1, Jason Whittaker 3-24, Macclesfield had their relegation fate sealed.

ALDERLEY EDGE WIN CHESHIRE CUP  - PAGE 6
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Urmston clinch Division One title,

but runners-up goes to last game

URMSTON beat Grappenhall by the decisive margin of 86 runs to wrap up the First Division championship. 

 Unbeaten since the second week of the season. Urmston declared at 208-4, Mike Ness 55, Samit Panda 55 not out, then dismissed Grappenhall for 122, (Steve Titchard 48 not out) as Panda claimed 3-21 and Garry Saunders 3-43 to secure Urmston a 24 points victory.

 Who goes up with them will not be resolved until the final day, with Bramhall and Christleton locked together on 326 points. Bramhall currently have nine wins to Christleton’s eight which could prove a decisive factor as they approach their fixtures at Heaton Mersey and Poynton respectively.

  On a newly-cut pitch after a week of rain, Bramhall were bowled out for 87 by bottom team Timperley, for whom Nick Liddell took 7-51.  With Simon Wilkinson returning 4-40 and Damien Stringer 3-26, Timperley wewre also made to struggle before edging home at 91-8.

 Christleton were also involved in a tight finish against Heaton Mersey at Little Heath, scoring 139 (Iroshan de Silva 69, Waqar Rashid 6-46), before ‘Mersey closed on 134-9, Guy Newell 4-50.

Four wins in five too late for Warrington?

Warrington made it four wins in five games with a six wickets success against Irby at Walton Lea and would surely have escaped the drop by reproducing their current form earlier. Irby were ousted for 111, Malcolm Smith 43, Steve Heydon 3-30 before Warrington came up with 112-4, R. Heaney 46.

 Cheadle Hulme won by 10 wickets at Grove Park after their visitors, Poynton, had posted a total of 154, Ron Clark 51, Adam Wilde 5-58.  Wilde then turned up trumps with the bat with an unbeaten 94, helping Jordan Potts, 54 not out, clinch an impressive 25 pointer.

 Cheadle’s excellent season continued with a 47 runs win at struggling Upton after they had totalled 141, a remarkable effort after their last pair C. Hyde (60 not out) A. Watkins (30) had added 96 despite more good bowling from  Ian Sharrock, 5-63. Upton were all out for 94, heroes Hyde and Watkins proving their all-round worth with returns of 4-21 and 3-23 respectively.

MIDDLEWICH PROMOTED FROM DIVISION 2

MIDDLEWICH ensured their first-ever promotion when they beat Birkenhead Park by 11 runs at Haddon Field to ensure second place behind Division Two champions Bollington.

 James Cornford’s team declared at 212-8, Andy Cole 63, Steve Price 54, then sent Park back for 100, Phil Davies 5-21.  Third-placed Sale could equal Middlewich’s points record but cannot win as many games.

 Bollington lost only their third game of the season after being presented with the championship trophy by League chairman David Humpage.  Bolly totalled 201, proud skipper Rick Hough top-scoring with 94, Graham Barlow 3-74. Bredbury St. Mark’s topped that with two wickets to spare thanks to Paul Wood’s fine 124 not out and 52 from Darren Carr the pair adding 142 for the third wicket. Mo Ali claimed 6-53.

 Sale won by two wickets at Stockport Georgians who declared on 159-8, Andy Splatt 43, Rick Halkon 4-29, replying with 160-8, Danny Halkon 56 not out, Jamal Banzafar 55, John Leggett 5-36.

Andy Greasley takes 7-40

 Marple were unable to part Oakmere’s last pair and had to be content with an 11-8 draw after declaring on 174-9, Steve Worrall 61 not out, Jo Cash 32, Mike Cushion 4-31.  Oakmere got to 100-9, the consistent Andy Greasley taking a superb 7-40 off 19 tight overs. 

 Mobberley collected 14 vital draw points at home to Tattenhall after posting 221-5, Nafees Din a typically aggressive 122. .Tatters got to 191-3, John Hope 79 not out, Paul Kettle 45.

 Burnage’s ground was waterlogged after a week’s rain and their last home fixture against Brooklands was therefore cancelled.  This leaves the Mauldeth Road club and Oakmere in a perilous, but not yet hopeless, position at the foot of the table with one game remaining. 
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ALL THE ECB PREMIER LEAGUE DETAILS

ALDERLEY EDGE   v MACCLESFIELD (toss)

 Alderley Edge 212-4 dec. (53 overs: M. Currie 100, R. Wilkinson 47 = 4th wicket stand of 140); 

 Macclesfield 116 (45 overs: C. Reid 3-1, J. Whittaker 3-24).

Alderley Edge (24 pts.) beat Macclesfield (3 pts.) by 96 runs.  Macclesfield relegated.

CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL v NANTWICH (toss)

 Nantwich 225-6 dec. (55 overs: C. Simpson 45, L. Vincent 36, A. Newton 30no, R. Doyle 30); 

 Chester Boughton Hall 227-5 (54.3 overs: H. Butterworth 79no, W. Goodwin 45, T. Fabien 43).

Chester Boughton Hall (25 pts.) beat Nantwich (11 pts.) by 5 wickets

NESTON v BOWDON (toss)

 Neston 116 (47 overs: D. Pavlinovich 22, J. Smith 21, G. Cross 6-33); 

 Bowdon 69 (32 overs: S. Ball 35, J. Free 4-22, C. Finegan 3-31).

Neston (21 pts.) beat Bowdon (5 pts.) by 47 runs.

OULTON PARK v HYDE (toss)

 Hyde 189 (58 overs: D. Berry 44, C. Tipper 35, M. Makin 33, N. Dumelow 3-31, C. Jones 3-39); 

 Oulton Park 195-5 (43 overs: J. Kettle 52, B. Spendlove 48, L. Bentley 46no).

Oulton Park (25 pts.) beat Hyde (6 pts.) by 5 wickets.

TOFT (toss) v DIDSBURY:

 Didsbury 38 (24 overs: N. Anderson 9, R. Kitzinger 8-19 = hat-trick in first over); 

 Toft 39-2 (13 overs: T. Drummond 20no).

Toft (20 pts.) beat Didsbury (1 pt.) by 8 wickets.

WIDNES (toss) v OXTON:

 Oxton 232-6 dec. (55 overs: S. Stokes 108no, L. Dixon 40, A. Hurdley 3-49);

 Widnes 78 (31 overs: A. Hurdley 30, N. Cross 6-19, A. Birley 4-56).

Oxton (25 pts.) beat Widnes (3 pts.) by 159 runs

FIRST DIVISION

BRAMHALL v TIMPERLEY (toss)

 Bramhall 87 (40 overs: N. Liddell 7-51, M. Brown 3-16); 

 Timperley 91-8 (37 overs: S. Wilkinson 4-40, D. Stringer 3-26).

Timperley (20 pts.) beat Bramhall (4 pts.) by 2 wickets. 

CHEADLE HULME v POYNTON (toss)

 Poynton 154 (49 overs: R. Clark 51, B. Kingham 49, A. Wilde 5-58, E. McCray 3-40); 

 Cheadle Hulme 156-0 (46 overs: A. Wilde 94no, Jordan Potts 54no).

Cheadle Hulme (25 pts.) beat Poynton (6 pts.) by 10 wickets.

CHRISTLETON v HEATON MERSEY (toss)

  Christleton 139 (45 overs: I. De Silva 69, S. Ratcliffe 40, W. Rashid 6-46, H. Rashid 3-18);

  Heaton Mersey 134-9 (45 overs: M. Bennett 30, G. Newell 4-50, P. Allen 3-16).

Match drawn: Christleton 11 pts. Heaton Mersey 8 pts.

UPTON (toss) v CHEADLE:

 Cheadle 141 (48 overs: C. Hyde 60no, A. Watkins 30 = 10th wicket stand of 96; I. Sharrock 5-63, I. Linwood 3-31); 

 Upton 94 (38 overs: G. Earl 39, C. Hyde 4-21, A. Watkins 3-23.).

Cheadle (22 pts.) beat Upton (5 pts.) by 47 runs.
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URMSTON v GRAPPENHALL (toss)

 Urmston 208-4 dec. (49 overs: M. Ness 59, S. Panda 55no, C. Grindley 44, C. Allison 31no, S. Titchard 3-62); 

 Grappenhall 122 (34 overs: S. Titchard 48no, S. Panda 3-21, G. Saunders 3-43).

Urmston won by 86 runs.  Urmston are champions.

WARRINGTON (toss) v IRBY

 Irby 111 (47 overs: M. Smith 43, S. Heydon 3-30); 

 Warrington 112-4 (26 overs: R. Heaney 46no).

Warrington (20 pts.)  beat Irby (4 pts.) by 6 wickets. 

SECOND DIVISION

BOLLINGTON (toss) v BREDBURY ST. MARK’S:

 Bollington 201 (50 overs: R. Hough 94, M. Knight 46, G. Barlow 3-74); 

 Bredbury 204-8 (49.1 overs: P. Wood 124no, D. Carr 52, M. Ali 6-53).

Bredbury St. Mark’s (20 pts.) beat Bollington (12 pts.) by 2 wickets. Bollington champions.

BURNAGE v BROOKLANDS:  Ground waterlogged

Match cancelled: 9 pts. each. 

MARPLE (toss) v OAKMERE:

 Marple 173-9 dec. (50 overs: S. Worrall 61no, J. Cash 32, M. Cushion 4-31, T. Pilling 3-33); ); 

 Oakmere 106-9 (50 overs: C. Phelan 28, A. Greasley 7-40).

Match drawn: Marple 11 pts., Oakmere 8 pts. 

MIDDLEWICH v BIRKENHEAD PARK (toss)

 Middlewich 212-8 dec. (50 overs: A. Cole 63, S. Price 54, S. Parry 37); 

 Birkenhead Park 100 (44 overs: I. Cooper 33, P. Davies 5-21).

Middlewich (24 pts.) beat Birkenhead Park (5 pts.) by 2 wickets.   Middlewich promoted. 

MOBBERLEY v TATTENHALL (toss)

 Mobberley 221-5 dec. (50 overs: N. Din 122, D. Leonard 35); 

 Tattenhall 191-3 (50 overs: J. Hope 79no, P. Kettle 45).

Match drawn: Mobberley 14 pts. Tattenhall  9 pts.

STOCKPORT GEORGIANS v SALE (toss)

 Stockport Georgians 159-8 dec. (47 overs: A. Splatt 43, S. Vincent 31, R.Halkon 4-29, M. Halkon 3-51); 

 Sale 160-8 (36 overs: D. Halkon 56no, J. Banazir 55, J. Leggett 5-36).

Sale (20 pts.) beat Stockport Georgians (6 pts.) by 2 wickets.

PICK OF THE WEEK

PREMIER LEAGUE. Batting: Simon Stokes (Oxton) 108no v Widnes

Bowling: Rupert Kitzinger (Toft) 8-19 v Didsbury, including hat-trick.

All-rounder: Tony Hurdley (Widnes) 30 (out of 78) and 3-49 v Oxton 

FIRST DIVISION. Batting: Adam Wilde (Cheadle Hulme) 94no v Poynton

Bowling: Nick Liddell (Timperley) 7-51 v Bramhall

All-rounder: C. Hyde (Cheadle) 60no at number 11 and 4-21 v Upton.

SECOND DIVISION. Batting: Paul Wood (Bredbury St. Mark’s) 124no v Bollington.

Bowling: Andy Greasley (Marple) 7-40 v Oakmere.

All-rounder: no performance recorded. 
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TABLES AFTER GAMES ON SEPTEMBER 5: Week 21
ECB Premier League
P
W25
W20
D
Ab
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts. 

OULTON PARK

21
1
10
4
2
4
86
27
364

BOWDON

21
5
6
5
2
3
49
37
359

NANTWICH (1)

21
6
4
4
2
5
60
39
350

NESTON

21
3
7
5
2
4
57
35
335

ALDERLEY EDGE (2)
21
7
4
3
2
5
32
31
332

HYDE


21
4
3
5
3
6
55
44
296

DIDSBURY

21
4
4
5
1
7
38
42
279

OXTON


21
1
5
5
2
8
79
40
272

CHESTER BO. HALL
21
2
2
4
1
12
99
52
258

TOFT


21
1
5
1
0
14
66
51
244

WIDNES (3)

21
2
3
4
2
10
41
24
219

MACCLESFIELD (rel)
21
1
2
3
1
14
61
55
196

1 .  Nantwich 5 pts. deducted for slow over rate v Oxton May 9.

2. Alderley Edge (25 pts.) v Nantwich (9) on May 16  awarded to Nantwich, who receive 16 residual  pts.  Alderley a further 10 pts. deducted for fielding ineligible player, total 35 pts. 

3. Widnes played 5 games involving an ineligible player from which they gained 78 points: Alderley Edge, May 9 (Widnes won 24-6 pts.); Toft, May 16 (Toft won 25-4); Macclesfield, May 23 (Widnes won 20-8); Didsbury, May 30 (Widnes won 25-7); Bowdon, June 13 (Bowdon won 22-5).   The Appeals panel awarded games which Widnes won to their opponents with the following residual pts: Alderley Edge 19; Toft 0; Macclesfield 17; Didsbury 18; Bowdon 3.  The panel reduced an original 128 pts. deduction to 60. 

First Division

P
W25
W20
D
Ab
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts. 

URMSTON (ch)

21
2
11
2
4
2
40
15
365

BRAMHALL

21
3
6
7
3
2
56
34
326

CHRISTLETON

21
6
2
8
1
4
61
50
326

CHEADLE

21
2
7
3
1
8
70
33
308

CHEADLE HULME
21
2
5
8
1
5
75
48
298

IRBY


21
1
6
3
3
8
87
32
297

GRAPPENHALL
21
1
7
4
2
7
53
38
282

HEATON MERSEY
21
0
7
4
2
8
55
44
265

POYNTON

21
1
4
6
2
8
68
50
253

UPTON


21
0
5
2
1
13
80
52
245

WARRINGTON

21
0
5
4
2
10
68
36
230

TIMPERLEY

21
0
4
3
2
12
66
55
225

Second Division
P
W25
W20
D
Ab
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts.

BOLLINGTON (ch)
21
2
13
2
1
3
57
18
398   

MIDDLEWICH (prom)
21
4
8
6
2
1
34
27
351

* SALE


21
1
8
6
1
4
61
41
326

MARPLE

21
0
6
8
2
5
104
52
310

BREDBURY ST. MK.
21
0
8
6
2
5
48
41
279

STOCKPORT GEO.
21
3
2
6
4
6
55
40
258

BROOKLANDS

21
1
4
5
3
8
61
46
249

TATTENHALL

21
3
2
6
1
9
66
46
248

BIRKENHEAD PARK
21
2
3
6
3
7
36
44
229

MOBBERLEY

21
1
2
5
2
11
82
54
229

BURNAGE (1)

21
1
2
3
4
11
65
49
215

OAKMERE

21
2
3
4
1
11
48
35
210   

 1. Burnage 6 pts. deducted by Disciplinary panel. 

* Sale record includes 18 pts. for level-scores draw. 
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Cheshire Cup final

ALDERLEY EDGE END 32 YEAR WAIT

ALDERLEY Edge won the Cheshire Cup for the first time since 1977 when they beat North Staffs & South Cheshire League hosts Elworth by 14 runs in an intriguing final on Sunday which just pipped heavy rain.

 In a match wisely reduced to 40 overs per innings, Alderley were inserted and batted well to compile 224-5 on a wet pitch, profiting from a 117 runs opening partnership between Mark Currie (35) and Alan Day, who went on to compile a key 102. Alderley were helped by 39 extras, most of them wides. 

 Elworth were reduced to 14-3, then 71-5 by aggressive bowling, especially from Mark Walker (2-30), but improved when Chris Regan found the boundary 10 times for a well-played, 77. Then skipper Matthew Buckley hit out for an unbeaten 55, but rain then began to fall and with the target just beyond  them, Elworth closed 14 runs short at 210-8.

 Alan Day was named man of the match by competition organiser Ian Greensmith for his fine century and a 2-35 bowling return before Cheshire Cups committee chairman Peter Davies presented the trophy to winning skipper Mark Walker.

 Mr. Davies praised the splendid arrangements made by the Elworth club who had virtually staged two finals following the previous week’s abandonment. 
Scorecard

ALDERLEY EDGE


ELWORTH

M. Currie c Barnett b Higgins

35
R. Beech c N. Reid b Walker


5

A. Day c Kesteven b Buckley

102
D. Palin c Davis b Walker


2

R. Wilkinson not out

23
Jibram Khan b Wilkinson


2

S. Rauf c Palin b Morgan

19
L. Morris run out



18

A. Worrall run out


0
R. Kesteven lbw Rauf


3

C. Reid c Barnett b Buckley

4
C. Regan c Worrall b Day


77

A. Wildig not out


1
P. Barnett  lbw C .Reid


18

Extras



39
M. Buckley not out



55

Total (for 5 wickets, 40 overs)
224
S. Elliott c Davis b Day


13

Did not bat: M. Walker, N. Reid, L. Longmore.
J. Higgins not out



1

O. Wildig. Elworth bowling:


Extras




16

Buckley 8-0-36-2; Elliott 8-0-30-0; Beech
Total (for 8 wickets, 40 overs)

210

5-0-36-0; Higgins 8-0-41-1; Morgan 7-0-40-1;
Alderley Edge bowling:

Jibram Khan 4-0-29-0. 


Wilkinson 8-2-27-1; Walker 8-0-30-2; 






Rauf  7-2-45-1; C. Reid 8-0-38-1; A. Wildig

Umpires: D. Flanagan and G. Roberts.

4-0-38-1; Day 5-0-35-2; O. Wildig 4-0-28-0.    



 

Cheshire start Minors play-off

CHESHIRE finished Day One virtually all-square when they took on Buckinghamshire in the Minor Counties championship play-off at Slough starting on Sunday.

 Bucks’ innings dawdled and fell short of their target at 369-5 declared in 90 overs, Fahim Quershi 162, Chris Finegan 2-70, Nathan Dumelow 2-126. Cheshire reached 77-0 from 17 by the close of play, Warren Goodwin 37, Rick Moore 25.

 Play was due to continue on Monday, continuing on Tuesday and Wednesday if required.

Fifties plan for Derby final

AFTER nearly 20 years’ trying, Cheshire are gearing themelves up for their first ECB 50 Plus County championship final appearance against Derbyshire on the county ground at Derby on Sunday, September 20th (wickets pitched 11 a.m., but this time may change). Efforts are being made to organise supporters’ travel. 

 Cheshire 50s founder Norman Halsall recalls three previous semi-final appearances which all ended in defeat, but hopes for better luck this time.

 The semi-final against Yorkshire at Castleford on Sunday, August 30th was a nerve-wracking affair ending in a run rate decision marginally in Cheshire’s favour. Phil Thomas’s side scored 185-7, Garry Cash 40, John Fennah 36 not out, Steve Yates 35.  In reply Yorkshire opener John Flintoff with 63 not out was threatening to put his side ahead only for tight bowling and then rain to intervene. The players were finally forced off at 125-3 off 33 overs and a run rate calculation ended in Cheshire’s favour by the tight margin of 0.15 of a run.

 In the other semi-final Derbyshire beat Kent.
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Chesters Trophy game hit by rain

THE League’s First & Second Division XI were odds-on favourites to continue their run of Chesters Trophy successes against the Cheshire League at Hale Barns on Bank Holiday Monday, when rain washed out play. The hosts were all out for 77 (Chris Stenhouse 4-11) and the League had reached 24-1 off four overs, when play ended.

 The League complete their representative match action against Derbyshire & Cheshire League in the Mullaney Trophy at Marple on Sunday, September 13th (12.30 pm). 

Forties try again

ALSO hit by the Bank Holiday monsoon was Over Forties Finals Day at Chester Boughton Hall.

 In the semi-finals, Urmston beat Bollington by nine wickets: Bollington 89, Urmston 90-1 and Neston overcame a strong Nantwich Cavaliers side by five wickets: Nantwich Cavaliers 62, Neston 65-5.

 In the final, Urmston totalled 133-6 (Steve Cartwright 34no), to which Neston had replied with 27-1 when rain drove the players off

  The teams preferred a replay to a bowl out and Neston won the toss to stage the match at Parkgate on Sunday, September 13th (1 p.m.).   

 Warm thanks are due to Chester Boughton Hall’s ever-welcoming chairman Jim Law and the catering and ground staff for putting on such a good show for the four visiting teams and officials. 

 O Experimental Lord’s International cricket balls were used in the three games at Chester and were reported to be of good quality. 

CLUB NEWS

ALL CLUBS. have been circulated with Players’ Player of the Year voting forms. They should be completed during the last week of the season and returned to the Competition Secretary ASAP.  First in are Alderley Edge, Toft and Warrington. 

BIRKENHEAD PARK staged a Six a side Fun Day on Sunday when former Test umpire Dickie Bird was guest of honour fronting the Dickie Bird Foundation, an organisation formed to help financially disadvantaged young people to participate in sport. .

BRAMHALL have bade farewell to Terry Daniels, an ex-player and junior cricket supremo for the past 20 years, who is upping sticks and moving from Hazel Grove to live in Sussex.  League secretary Geoff Wellsteed has sent Terry a  farewell message on behalf of his many friends and colleagues throughout the league. 

CHEADLE HULME are planning what club captain Ewan McCray admits is “a sorely-needed” new outfield drainage project at Grove Park in late-September.  It has been made possible by an ECB grant. 

CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL are to stage the final of the English Schools Cricket Association’s Bunbury Under 15s Cricket Festival in July, 2010.  Games will also be played at Neston, Tattenhall and Christleton. 

IRBY’s fine new ECB grant-funded three-lane net facility is to be formally opened on Sunday by Lancashire player Mal Loye.  The netting area, which chairman Mike Newman describes as “a fantastic facility which will enable practice and training for junior and senior members to take a big step forward” is situated on the second ground 100 yards from the pavilion. 

MOBBERLEY ground staged a run rate victory for Cheshire Women against Warwickshire on Sunday. Scores: Cheshire 199 (Lauren Griffiths 57); Warwicks 57-8 (Laura Newton 4-8).  Cheshire complete their county Division Two fixtures against Middlesex at Stockport on Sunday (12 noon).

OULTON PARK chairman George Taylor has received complimentary letters from winners Ocklbrook & Borrowash and New Brighton following the club’s successful staging of the ECB Cockspur Cup T20 Area finals on Bank Holiday Sunday.
OXTON won the 2nd XI Taylor Insurances Trophy for the first time when they beat Timperley in the final at Stockport road on Saturday, August 23rd.  Scores: Timperley 133 (G. Sowerby 24, A. Callaghan 3-30); Oxton 134-7 (T. Pearson 43, S. Bisson-Foster 3-37). 

URMSTON overseas player Ashwin Punja misses the last game game of the season on Saturday as he is returning early to India.  Ashwin has been contracted to play in a newly-formed professional T20 tournament
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Looking back a week ……

PREMIER LEAGUE pitch ratings on Saturday, August 29th:  4 – Hyde, Oulton Park; 3 – Bowdon, Nantwich. Missing: Didsbury

 Leading individual performances to August 29th.  Batting: Goodwin (CBH) 1,053; Smith (Neston) 1,046; Vincent (Nantwich) 856; Currie (AE) 811; Leech (OP) 785. Bowling: Whittaker (AE) 60; Bean (Toft) 52; Browne (Nantwich) 50; Cross (Bowdon) 45. 

  Best all-rounder: Dumelow (OP) 743 runs and 44 wickets.

  Comment by Bowdon captain Antony Crozier on result sheet for Widnes match: “A must-win game for Bowdon and particularly satisfying that the so-called lesser lights saw them home (after a wobbly 177-4 chasing 246-7);  a real team effort in the highest-scoring game at South Downs road this season. What does this say about the Bowdon wicket? 500 runs  ….all inquiries to Mr. Peter Marron”

 Widnes openers James McCoy (73) and Tony Hurdley (33) put on 108 for the first wicket in this game

 In Neston’s four wickets win at Nantwich, David Pavlinovich top-scored with an unbeaten 72, the nest highest scorer being Andy Murphy with 14. 

 Wicket-keeper Pat Roberts took two catches and two stumpings in Toft’s nine wickets win at Oxton, who were all out for 63 the season’s third lowest total.

  The Didsbury v Macclesfield result sheet is missing.

FIRST DIVISION pitch ratings: 4 – Bramhall, Grappenhall, Heaton Mersey; Irby; 3 – Timperley. 2 – Poynton. 

  Best individual performances.  Batting: De Silva (Christleton) 1,062; Dawson (Bramhall) 900; Gould (Poynton) 735; Shahabuddin (HM) 625; Hall (Bramhall) 599. Bowling: Wilkinson (Bramhall) 59; Shahabuddin (HM) 51; McCray (CHulme) 49; Guthridge (Poynton) 42; Stringer (Bramhall) 40. 

 Best all-rounder: Shahabuddin (HM) 625 runs and 51 wickets.

 Correct scores in the Bramhall v Upton game were: Upton 195, Bramhall 198-3.  There was a 101 stand for the fourth wicket between Andrew Hall (81) and Nick Cantello (66no).

 In Grappenhall’s seven wickets win at Cheadle, Richard Green (84no) and Steve Titchard (71no) put on 148 for the fourth wicket. Grappenhall went from 18-3 to win at 166-3.

 Heaton Mersey’s Syed Shahabuddin (103) and Matt Norbury (59) added 111 for the third wicket in a 168 runs win against Cheadle Hulme, whose total of 64 has only been “bettered” twice this season.  Cheadle Hulme had no scorer.

 Poynton umpires dressing-room was marked below standard. 

SECOND DIVISION pitch ratings: 4 – Mobberley; Tattenhall; 3 – Birkenhead Park; Brooklands; Oakmere; Sale 

 Best individual performances: Michael (Marple) 1,000; Khan (Sale) 795; S. Parry (Middlewich) 682; Jones (Mobberley) 659; Birchall (Brooklands) 614.  Bowling: Ali (Bolly) 63; Greasley (Marple) 55; Aqeel (Bolly); P. Parry (Middlewich) and M. Halkon (Sale) all 39.

 Best all-rounder: Khan (Sale) 795 runs and 29 wickets.

 All out 71 at home to Bollington, Mobberley’s innings descended from 27-1 to 38-8; three wickets fell at 33 and four successive batsmen went for a duck.

 In their draw at Oakmere, top-run-scorer for Burnage was H. Ahmed, with 38 not out at number nine. .

 In the Brooklands v Bredbury game, John Birchall top-scored with 37 for Brooklands and Paul Wood took 4-33. In the Bredbury innings, Chris Wood scored 41 and Shahid Mahboob took 5-28 not 5-78 as reported. 

 Middlewich had no scorer at Tattenhall.

 UMPS’ CARDS MISSING: There are eight missing umpires’ assessment cards covering games on August 29th: Toft, Widnes; Irby, Timperley; Bredbury St. Mark’s, Middlewich, Mobberley, Sale. 

Louis Bentley stars for Lancs Under 19s

OULTON Park batsman Louis Bentley scored 171 on debut for Lancashire Under 19s against Surrey on Monday last week and is to be given a chance to show his mettle for Lancashire 2nd.

 This opportunity could come as early as Wednesday this week when Lancashire – captained by Bowdon’s Gareth Cross - are to meet Middlesex in a three-day friendly at Alderley Edge, play starting at 10.30 a.m. daily.  

 The League’s Hyde-based Minor Counties umpire John Lofthouse will be standing in this game. 
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Ashton on Mersey are Meller Braggins leaders

UP to and including Saturday, August 29th, Ashton on Mersey topped the First Division of the Meller Braggins Cheshire League with 339 points from 19 games, followed by Congleton (328) and Northwich (312). At the foot of the table were Winnington Park (220) and Barrow (207). 

 Stockport have already won the Division Two title. Currently second are Weaverham, with Bowdon Vale and Alderley Park at the bottom.

 Lindow and Cheadle Hulme Ladybridge top Division Three, with Wilmslow and Wistaston Village favourites to drop into the Cheshire Association.  

 The Cheshire League season continues until Saturday, September 19th. 

Your overseas player in 2010

CLUBS who experienced difficulty in acquiring an overseas player in the past may wish to go through an organisation dedicated to doing that job for them.

 Steven Hirst, head of CricX.com has more than 300 players on his books including many who have proved outstandingly successful during the current season.

 The website to contact for further information is: www.cricx.com/newsitem.aspx?NewsID=89.

 Newsletter has also been contacted by Australian wicket-keeper batsman Liam Castellas, who has scored 900 runs for Brooksbottom (Manchester Association) and would like to play in the County League in 2010.  He can be reached on castellas@hotmail.com

Umpires’ courses

COURSES designed to enrol new umpires and to give current players a better knowledge of the Laws have been arranged for the autumn and winter months at two central venues. 

 Both over 10 weeks, on Tuesday evenings from 7.30 from 9.30 p.m. they start at Hale Barns Cricket Club on September 29th and at Oakmere Cricket Club on January 10th, 2010. 

 If you are interested contact Ian Bishop 0161 962 5833 or Steve Goron 01625 532 838 or by e-mail on stevegemail-umpire@yahoo.co.uk
Alistair Davies tests your Cricket Law:  Week 21

THE striker hits a fair delivery, runs, then passes the non-striker at the bowler’s end.  As he does so the non-striker is standing in front of the popping crease but, with his bat, in hand, grounded behind the popping crease.  The wicket at the striker’s end is put down. There is an appeal.

 What should the umpire’s decision be? 

LAST WEEK’S POSER

A SLOW bowler delivers a fast full toss above the waist of the striker standing upright at the popping crease. The striker hits the ball and runs are scored.  What should the umpire do?

ANSWER: The bowler’s end umpire should call and signal no ball if, in his opinion, the delivery was fast and a full pitch which passed or would have passed on the full above the waist of the striker standing upright.  It does not matter that the striker hits the ball.  

Laws 42.6b; 42.7a; 42.8; 24.12; 24.13. 

TOMMY COOPERISMS ….

SO I rang up my local swimming baths.

 I said: “Is that the local swimming baths?”

 He said: “It depends where you’re calling from”.  
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FIXTURES & UMPIRES FOR FINAL WEEK: SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12th

 Note starting times

ECB Premier League (12 noon)

BOWDON v CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL

Ian Greensmith & Chris Smith

DIDSBURY v WIDNES



Rick Davis & Don Flanagan

HYDE v ALDERLEY EDGE



Glyn Roberts & Ken Rothwell

MACCLESFIELD v TOFT



Stuart Anderson & Stan Davies

NANTWICH v OULTON PARK


John Lofthouse & Ian Ramage


OXTON v NESTON. 




Ged Kinsey & Dave Sutton

First Division (12.30 p.m.)

CHEADLE v URMSTON



Alistair Davies & Bob Cunningham

GRAPPENHALL v WARRINGTON


Allan Lewis & Don Speakman

HEATON MERSEY v BRAMHALL


Bob Abel & Sagir Parkar

IRBY v CHEADLE HULME



Ray Prescott &

 






Geoff Young tel. 01352 755881

POYNTON v CHRISTLETON



Peter Hayes & 

Phil Prince tel. 0161 434 3161

TIMPERLEY v UPTON



Clive Rice & Ian Wilson

Second Division (12.30 p.m.)

BIRKENHEAD PARK v MOBBERLEY

Ron Bedson tel. 01270 212484 &








Jon Hacking

BREDBURY ST. MARK’s v BURNAGE

Dave Goulding & Sandy Scrimgeour

BROOKLANDS v MARPLE



Tom Park & Liam Spires

OAKMERE v STOCKPORT GEORGIANS

Garry Hambleton and








Ken Simpson tel. 01939 233 415

SALE v MIDDLEWICH



Barrie Burns &








Jim Whitehead tel. 01625 260 159

TATTENHALL v BOLLINGTON


Brian Jones &








Rebecca Woods tel. 01244 671 881
FIXTURES ON SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13th

Mullaney Trophy (at Marple, 12.30 p.m)

CHESHIRE COUNTY LEAGUE v  

DERBYSHIRE & CHESHIRE LEAGUE

Dave Goulding

 

Over Forties play-off final (at Neston, 1 p.m.)

NESTON v URMSTON



Barrie Burns & Don Speakman

John North Under 17 Trophy finals (at Upton)

SEMI-FINAL: Upton v Stockport (11.30 a.m.)

Jon Hacking & Sagir Parkar

FINAL: Winners v Oulton Park (2 p.m.). 
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Don’t forget the event, the date and the venue …. it’s the

Chapel Press 

CHESHIRE COUNTY LEAGUE
35th annual 

Presentation Dinner
at Mere Golf & Country Club on

Friday, October 2nd, 2009 (7 for 7.30 p.m.)

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Guest speaker:

HENRY OLONGA

(former Zimbabwe Test player)

also Yorkshire comedian

GARRY MARSHALL
 ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo
The price of tickets is £30 (£28 for under 18s)

Dinner organiser is John Bygate; 

please book a place through your club

mike.t-b@virgin.net:  September 7 / 2009

