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Fourth title in five seasons

for Oulton Park

OULTON Park clinched their fourth ECB Premier League title in five seasons when they coasted to an eight wickets victory on the ground of close rivals Nantwich in the season’s final game played in glorious sunshine. 

 Oulton restricted the Dabbers to a total of 193 in their full 60 overs allowance, skipper Andy Newton top-scoring with 50, while his counterpart Nathan Dumelow claimed 4-55 and left-arm paceman Guy Emmett returned a marathon 4-101 off 30 unchanged overs.  

 Park replied with 195-2, Ben Spendlove 75 not out, Danny Leech 57 and were afterwards presented with the Murray Smith Championship Trophy and flag by League chairman David Humpage to the delight of a large contingent of supporters in the biggest crowd of the season at Whitehouse Lane. 

 Bowdon lost at home by four wickets to Chester Boughton Hall and ended up 23 points behind the champions after another below par batting performance. They totalled only 159, Antony Crozier 39, while Ollie Law enjoyed his best senior figures of 6-47. Chester, who had beaten Nantwich the previous week, coasted home at 162-6, Matt Griffiths 67 not out, Gareth Edwards 4-35.  Bowdon’s Cheshire paceman Adam Syddall injured his shoulder fielding and was taken to hospital by ambulance after a lengthy stoppage.

Retiring champions Alderley Edge wound up an honourable fourth considering the problems which beset the club in early season and a week after their Cheshire Cup triumph at Elworth.  Hosts Hyde totted up 249 with Danny Berry scoring 82 and Jason Whittaker taking 4-42. Alderley’s  Sohail Rauf (102 not out) and Mark Currie (101) then put together a second wicket partnership of 151, Currie becoming the third premiership batsman to pass 1,000 runs and they won by six wickets with 19 overs to spare.

Jack Smith breaks records

Neston finished fifth after a winning draw away to Wirral rivals Oxton.  Neston posted 232-5, Jack Smith 79, David Hurst 65, Ross Dixon 3-60 after which Oxton were content to play out time at 141-7, Neil Cross 54.  

 When Neston skipper Smith had scored 67 he passed the all-time club record runs in a season total  of 1,133 set up by Eddie Bates back in their Liverpool Competition days in 1933.  The legendary Ken Cranston’s best season was 1,059 runs in 1951. With a total of 1,145, Smith also passes the Premiership runs record of 1,103 set up by Alderley Edge’s Rauf in 2007. 

 Widnes are relegated despite winning their final game by nine runs at Didsbury.  The consistent Tony Hurdley top-scored with 57 in Widnes’ tally of 215 (Andy Windle 4-46), after which Didsbury were bowled out for 206, Paul Sperring 74, Sean Moore enjoying a fine spell of 5-65.

  Macclesfield finally accepted the wooden spoon and a drop into Division One when they lost by 37 runs at home to Toft after bowling out their visitors for 189, Shaun Mudalige 67, Tom Baron 4-30.  Macclesfield’s batsmen, the weakness all season, were bowled out for 152 (Khalid Sawas 53) by Toft spinners Josh Bean and Nigel Muirhead, with 5-77 and 4-31 respectively. Toft won their last three games, picking up 64 points. 

ASHTON on MERSEY & CONGLETON  PROMOTED TO LEAGUE IN 2010 – PAGE 8
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DIVISION 1

Bramhall (10 wins) pip Christleton (nine)

BRAMHALL sneaked the second promotion spot behind champions Urmston by the narrowest of margins, having recording 10 wins to the nine achieved by rivals Christleton.

 Both challengers scored 25-point victories, although Bramhall’s was by a cat’s whisker in a low-scoring game at Heaton Mersey, who were dismissed for 116, Damien Stringer 5-29, Simon Wilkinson 5-59. In reply, Bramhall were in trouble when, with Andrew Hall out for the game’s best innings of 40, they collapsed to 113-9 before tail-enders C. Johnson and N. Bell scored the five runs needed for victory.

 Christleton were comfortable six wickets winners at Poynton, the home side declaring on 154-8, Paul Allen 3-29, before the Little Heath men responded with 155-4, David Bates 46. Allen and his team can congratulate themselves on a fine season. 

Champions lose at Cheadle

After receiving the championship trophy from chairman Humpage, Urmston went on to lose their first game since April 25th by one wicket at Cheadle. Urmston were all out for 193, Samit Panda 45, Chris Hyde 4-64, Cheadle replying with 196-9 with one ball of the final over remaining, Grant Chessari 68, Ian Grindley 5-62.  Chris Weston’s team finish leaders by 27 points

 Grappenhall ensured local rivals Warrington were relegated with a 107 runs win at Broad Lane, Richard Green 101, Ian Hall 62 not out in a declared tally of 254-4.  Warrington’s recent improved run ended with an all-out reply of 147, Simon Baxter 4-30.

 Irby beat Cheadle Hulme by 77 runs at Mill Hill Road after posting 182, Adrian Kinsey and Phil Rennie both 37, Ewan McCray 6-68.  The Grove Park men mustered just 105, Mark Newman 4-44, Steve Hurworth 3-5.

 Upton ended on a winning note to ensure that Timperley finished in bottom place, winning by three wickets at Stockport road.  Timperley were all out for 131, Ian Linwood 4-51 and Upton replied with 132-7.
DIVISION 2

Oakmere and Burnage for the drop

OAKMERE, after one season and Burnage, five, are relegated to the Meller Braggins Cheshire League after losing their final games.

 Oakmere went down by two wickets at home to Stockport Georgians. The Overdale Lane club, who have played creditably and sportingly throughout their brief stay, were restricted to 166-9, Paul Guilford 55, John Leggett 4-51. Strong finishers Georgians, replied with 169-8, S. Normanton 44, Mike Cushion 3-51.

 Burnage wound up without a win in 14 games since June 13th, when they lost by seven wickets at Bredbury St. Mark’s another side who have finished well. Burnage scored 222, Sabtain Baig 71, John Usher 4-63 and Bredbury profited from an unbroken 160 fourth wicket stand between Peter Zybrand (90) and Rob Keyworth (76) to close on 224-3.

 Mobberley finish 10th nine points clear of Burnage despite losing heavily in a key game at Birkenhead Park, who declared on 202-5, Ian Cooper 60, Chris Stenhouse 51 not out.  Mobberley were all out for 194, Shahid Abbas 45, Chris Foran 5-72.

Umpire Jon Hacking, who stood on his own in this game, praised both sides for their outstanding sporting attitude in a game which could have resulted in either side’s relegation.

 Champions Bollington wound up on a three wickets winning note at Tattenhall, while

 Middlewich, who suffered fewer defeats (one) than any other club in the league, were outplayed at third-placed Sale.  Sale scored 127, Ian Dixon 59, Phil Davies 4-29 and Middlewich just held out at 91-9, Rick Halkon 5-23, Dixon 4-19.

 Outstanding Aussie Dominic Michael scored his fourth century – exactly 100 – in Marple’s losing draw at Brooklands, the home side having declared on 222-9, John Birchall 74, Dave Madden 64, Andy Greasley 6-76. Marple reached 204-8.
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The Premiership action in detail
BOWDON (won toss) v CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL

 Bowdon 159 (53 overs: A. Crozier 39, C. Hey 33, N. Murrills 33, O. Law 6-47); 

 Chester Boughton Hall 162-6 (52 overs: M. Griffiths 67no, W. Goodwin 31, G. Edwards 4-35).

Chester Boughton Hall (25 pts.) beat Bowdon (7 pts.) by 4 wickets.

DIDSBURY v WIDNES (toss)

 Widnes 215 (48 overs: A Hurdley 57, P Roberts 33, G. Dyson 32, A. Windle 4-46, J. Maltman 3-37);  Didsbury 206 (61 overs: P. Sperring 74, J. Mafani 31, S. Moore 5-65).

Widnes (25 pts.) beat Didsbury (8 pts.) by 9 runs

HYDE v ALDERLEY EDGE (toss)

 Hyde 249 (54 overs: D Berry 82, M. Makin 47, J. Duffy 37, D. Walker 33, J. Whittaker 4-42); Alderley Edge 251-4 (36 overs: S. Rauf 103no, M. Currie 101 = 151 second wicket stand , A. Day 33).

Alderley Edge (20 pts.) beat Hyde (12 pts.) by 6 wickets.

MACCLESFIELD (toss) v TOFT

 Toft 189 (S. Mudalige 67, T. Baron 4-36, S. Wilson 3-43); 

 Macclesfield 152 (K. Sawas 53, J. Bean 5-77, N. Muirhead 4-32)

Toft (24 pts.) beat Macclesfield (7 pts.) by 37 runs.

NANTWICH (toss) v OULTON PARK

 Nantwich 193 (60 overs: A. Newton 50, R. Doyle 42, R. Howell 31, N. Dumelow 4-55, G. Emmett 4-101 in 30 overs); 

 Oulton Park 195-2 (43 overs: B. Spendlove 75no, D., Leach 57). 

Oulton Park (25 pts.) beat Nantwich) 3 pts.) by 8 wickets.

OXTON (toss) v NESTON

 Neston 232-5 dec. (55 overs: J. Smith 79, D. Hurst 65, R. Dixon 3-60); 

 Oxton 141-7 (55 overs: N. Cross 54).

Neston (14 pts.) drew with Oxton (7 pts.)

Division One scores

CHEADLE v URMSTON (toss)

 Urmston 193 (49 overs: S. Panda 45, A. Landry 36, D. Dooler 5-30, C. Hyde 4-64); 

 Cheadle 196-9 (50.5 overs: G. Chessari 68, I Grindley 5-62, S. Panda 3-63).

Cheadle (25 pts.) beat Urmston (13 pts.) by 1 wicket.

GRAPPENHALL (toss) v WARRINGTON

 Grappenhall 254-4 dec. (50 overs: R. Green 101, I. Hall 62no, I. Wright 40); 

 Warrington 147 (S. Baxter 4-30, C. Park 3-46).

Grappenhall (25 pts.) beat Warrington (5 pts.) by 107 runs.

HEATON MERSEY (toss) v BRAMHALL

 Heaton Mersey 116 (47 overs: M. Bennett 31, D. Stringer 5-29, S. Wilkinson 5-59);

 Bramhall 119-9 (A. Hall 40, I. Hughes 3-31, W. Rashid 3-34).

Bramhall (25 pts.) beat Heaton Mersey (7 pts.) by 1 wicket.

IRBY (toss) v CHEADLE HULME

 Irby 182 (53 overs: A. Kinsey 37, P. Rennie 37, E. McCray 6-68); 

 Cheadle Hulme 105 (41 overs: Mark Newman 4-44, S. Hurworth 3-5, D. Collyer 3-33).

Irby (22 pts.) beat Cheadle Hulme (6 pts.) by 77 runs.
POYNTON (toss) v CHRISTLETON

 Poynton 154-8 dec. (50 overs: P. Allen 3-28); 

 Christleton 155-5 (47 overs: D. Bates 46, S. Ratcliffe 44, I. De Silva 31, L Guthridge 3-46).

Christleton (25 pts.) beat Poynton (6 pts.) by 6 wickets.
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TIMPERLEY (toss) v UPTON

 Timperley 131 (44 overs: N. Brown 38no, I. Linwood 4-51, I. Sharrock 3-28); 

 Upton 132-7 (33 overs: J. Williams 38, C. Page 4-34).

Upton (25 pts.) beat Timperley (8 pts.) by 3 wickets.

and in Division Two ….

BIRKENHEAD PARK (toss) v MOBBERLEY

 Birkenhead Park 202-5 dec. (50 overs: I. Cooper 60, C. Stenhouse 51no, I. Platt 42); 

 Mobberley 194 (49.5 overs: S. Abass 45, C. Foran 5-72, C. Ainsworth 3-38).

Birkenhead Park (24 pts.) beat Mobberley (7 pts.) by 8 runs.

BREDBURY ST. MARK’s v BURNAGE (toss)

 Burnage 222 (S. Baig 71, J. Usher 4-63, G. Mountford 3-34); 

 Bredbury 224-3 (P. Zybrands 90no, R. Keyworth 67no = unbroken third wicket stand of 160).

Bredbury St. Mark’s (25 pts.) beat Burnage (12 pts) by 7 wickets.

BROOKLANDS (toss) v MARPLE

 Brooklands 222-9 dec. (50 overs: J. Birchall 74, D. Madden 64, A. Greasley 6-76); 

 Marple 204-9 (50 overs: D. Michael 100).

Match drawn: Brooklands 16 pts. Marple 11 pts. 

OAKMERE (toss) v STOCKPORT GEORGIANS

 Oakmere 166-9 inns. closed (55 overs: P Guilford 55, J. Leggett 4-51); 

 Stockport Georgians 169-8 (S. Normington 44, M. Cushion 3-51).

 Stockport Georgians (25 pts.) beat Oakmere (6 pts.) by 2 wickets.

SALE v MIDDLEWICH (toss)

 Sale 127 (45 overs: I. Dixon 59, P. Davies 4-29); 

 Oakmere 91-9 (55 overs: R. Halkon 5-23, I. Dixon 4-19).

Match drawn: Sale 11 pts. Middlewich 7 pts. 

TATTENHALL v BOLLINGTON (toss)

 Tattenhall 142 (J Hope 34, T. Collin 4-35); 

 Bollington 143-7 (M. Knight 69 C. Rowe 48).

Bollington (20 pts.) beat Tattenhall (10 pts.) by 3 wickets.

Pick of Week

PREMIER LEAGUE:

Batting: o Sohail Rauf (Alderley Edge) 103no v Hyde

Bowling: Sean Moore (Widnes) 5-65 v Didsbury

All-rounder: None recorded 

FIRST DIVISION:

Batting: Richard Green (Grappenhall) 101 v Warrington;

Bowling: Ewan McCray (Cheadle Hulme) 6-68 v Irby

All-rounder: Samit Patel (Urmston) 45 and 3-63 v Cheadle

SECOND DIVISION:

Batting: o Dominic Michael (Marple) 100 v Brooklands;

Bowling: Andy Greasley (Marple) 6-76 v Brooklands.

All-rounder: Ian Dixon (Sale) 59 and 4-19 v Middlewich
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FINAL TABLES: Week 22

(2008 placings in parenthesis) 

ECB Premier League
P
W25
W20
D
Ab
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts. 

1. OULTON PARK (5)
22
2
10
4
2
4
86
27
389

2. BOWDON (2)

22
5
6
5
2
4
53
40
366

3. a NANTWICH  (3)
22
6
4
4
2
6
62
40
353

4. b ALDERLEY EDGE (1)
22
7
5
3
2
5
32
31
352

5. NESTON (7)

22
3
7
6
2
4
65
39
349

6. HYDE (4)

22
4
3
5
3
7
65
46
308

7. DIDSBURY ( - )

22
4
4
5
1
8
41
47
287

8. CHESTER B. HALL (6)
22
3
2
4
1
12
99
52
283

9. OXTON ( - )

22
1
5
6
2
8
81
43
279

10. TOFT (9)

22
1
6
1
0
14
70
51
268

11. c WIDNES  (8)

22
2
4
4
2
10
46
24
244

12. MACCLESFIELD (10)
22
1
2
3
1
15
63
60
203

a .  Nantwich 5 pts. deducted for slow over rate v Oxton May 9.

b .  Alderley Edge (25 pts.) v Nantwich (9) on May 16  awarded to Nantwich, who receive 16 residual  pts.  Alderley deducted a further 10 pts. for fielding ineligible player, total 35 pts. 

c.  Widnes played 5 games with an ineligible player from which they gained 78 points: Alderley Edge, May 9 (Widnes won 24-6 pts.); Toft, May 16 (Toft won 25-4); Macclesfield, May 23 (Widnes won 20-8); Didsbury, May 30 (Widnes won 25-7); Bowdon, June 13 (Bowdon won 22-5).   The Appeals panel awarded games which Widnes won to their opponents with the following residual pts: Alderley Edge 19; Toft 0; Macclesfield 17; Didsbury 18; Bowdon 3.  The panel reduced an original 128 pts. deduction to 60. 

Division One

P
W25
W20
D
Ab
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts. 

1. URMSTON  ( - )
22
2
11
2
4
3
48
20
378

2. BRAMHALL (7)
22
4
6
7
3
2
56
34
351

3. CHRISTLETON (6)
22
7
2
8
1
4
61
50
351

4. CHEADLE (10)

22
3
7
3
1
8
70
33
333

5. IRBY
( - )

22
1
7
3
3
8
89
32
319

6. GRAPPENHALL ( - )
22
1
8
4
2
7
58
38
307

7. CHEADLE HULME  (8)
22
2
5
8
1
6
76 
53
304

8. HEATON MERSEY ( - )
22
0
7
4
2
9
56
49
271

9. UPTON (5)

22
1
5
2
1
13
80
52
270

10. POYNTON (3)

22
1
4
6
2
9
72
52
259

11. WARRINGTON (9)
22
0
5
4
2
11
71
38
235

12. TIMPERLEY (4)
22
0
4
3
2
13
70
59
233

Division Two

P
W25
W20
D
Ab
L
Bat Bowl
Pts.

1.  BOLLINGTON ( - ) 
22
2
14
2
1
3
57
18
418   

2.  MIDDLEWICH  (3)  
22
4
8
7
2
1
34
32
358

3.  b  SALE (7)

22
1
8
7
1
4
65
46
337

4.  MARPLE (8)

22
0
6
9
2
5
109
56
321

5.  BREDBURY ST. M. (10)
22
1
8
6
2
5
48
41
304

6.  STOCKPORT GEO. (6)
22
4
2
6
4
6
55
40
283

7.  BROOKLANDS  ( - )
22
1
4
6
3
8
71
50
265

8.  TATTENHALL (4)
22
3
2
6
1
10
72
50
258

9.  BIRKENHEAD PK.( - )
22
2
4
6
3
7
40
44
253

10. MOBBERLEY (5)
22
1
2
5
2
12
86
57
236

11. a BURNAGE  (9)
22
1
2
3
4
12
75
51
227

12. OAKMERE  ( - )
22
2
3
4
1
12
50
39
216   

 a. Burnage 6 pts. deducted by Disciplinary panel. 

 b. Sale record includes 18 pts. for level-scores draw. 
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Bucks win Minor Counties title

CHESHIRE failed to mark their Centenary Year by winning the Minor Counties championship when they lost to Buckinghamshire by 117 runs at Slough in the inter-divisional play-off from Sunday to Wednesday last week.

 Bucks held the whip hand almost throughout after winning the toss on a firm wicket and running up 369-5 in their 90 overs on Day One. Former Middlesex batsman Fahim Quershi scored 162 and Jason Harrison 101 as the Cheshire bowlers toiled. The best return came from Chris Finegan with 2-70.

 On Day 2, Cheshire were bowled out for 305 in 88 overs, Rick Moore  62, Andy Hall unbeaten on 54, Warren Goodwin and Ben Spendlove both 41. 

 On Day 3, Bucks took 110 overs to compile 336 leaving Cheshire needing 401 to record an unlikely victory in the fourth innings. Danny Berry claimed 4-56.

  The huge target proved too much for Cheshire although they put up a typical fighting display, notably Ben Spendlove, 92 and Danny Berry 50 not out, but all-rounder Sam Cherry’s off-spin earned him a crucial 5-85 as Cheshire lost their last wicket at 283. 

 Bucks’ first championship win since 1987 was generally accepted as being a well-deserved.

Standing down

 Jason Whittaker and Chris Finegan have indicated they are to retire from three-day Minor Counties cricket, but skipper Hall is expected to be available to continue in 2010.

 The Cheshire team was:  Andy Hall captain, Matt Dawson (Bramhall), Warren Goodwin (Chester Boughton Hall), Nathan Dumelow, Ben Spendlove, Rick Moore (Oulton Park), Danny Berry (Hyde), Chris Finegan, David Hurst (Neston), Adam Syddall (Bowdon)., Jason Whittaker (Alderley Edge). 

 O David Sharp reports 1,700 hits on the Cheshire-county-cricket-club.org.uk website seeking up-dated information during the four day match at Slough. 

WOMEN LOSE LAST GAME (from Martin Saxon): Cheshire Women lost their last county championship match by three wickets against Middlesex at Stockport on Sunday.  Cheshire scored 132 (Lorna Thomas 26) and Middlesex topped that with 133-7, their England T20 World Cup winning star Beth Morgan being unbeaten with 68, while Hannah Gradwell took 2-20.

 Cheshire, who finished with a record of four wins and six defeats, remain in national Division Two in 2010. 

Cheshire at Derby in Fifties final

CHESHIRE hope for good support when they play their first ECB 50 Plus County championship final against Derbyshire on the county ground at Derby on Sunday, September 20th (11 a.m.).

  Due to the early start, the players and officials are being treated to an overnight stay at the adjacent Days Hotel, Pentagon roundabout, Nottingham Road, Derby DE 21 6DA (01332 200 630) where supporters should also be able to arrange accommodation 

  Team manager Paul Freedman says: “Derby have been very kind: there is no admission price and snacks, meals and drinks are available on the ground all day. I appeal to as many Cheshire folk as possible to get along and give us their support.”

 The journey is 80 minutes from the M6 junction 19. On arrival access to the ground is from the Pentagon roundabout via Nottingham Road entrance on left. There is ample car-parking available.

 The team is unchanged from the semi-final: Phil Thomas captain, Bernie Bishop, Garry Cash, Brian Coutts, John Fennah (wicket-keeper), Alan Hitchmough, David Jones, Chris Lees, Andy McIlroy, Gwyn Williams, Steve Yates. 12th man: Colin Norbury.  

League retain Mullaney Trophy

THE League retained the Mullaney Trophy when they beat the Derbyshire & Cheshire League by six wickets in a low-scoring match at Marple on Sunday.

 The D&CL were bowled out in 41 overs for 78, John Needham (Romiley) top-scoring with 41 not out, while the best of a varied attack were Paul Allen (Christleton) 3-17, Matt Higginbottom (Cheadle Hulme) 2-9, Ewan McCray (Cheadle Hulme) 2-11 and Adam Roylance (Grappenhall) 2-21.

 After the League had lost a wicket in the first over, Marple’s Jo Cash (26) and Chris Durham (Cheadle Hulme), 27 took the score to 65 before three batsmen fell prior to the close at 80-4 off 19 overs.

 League chairman David Humpage thanked Marple for hosting the game and praised team manager Harry Bramhall and his wife Dorothy for their hard work in selection and notifying the players respectively throughout the season. He presented the Mullaney Trophy, which the league first won in 2008, to skipper Paul Allen.

 A full scorecard will be carried in next week’s Newsletter. 
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Neston win last ball Forties thriller

NESTON beat Urmston by two wickets in a thrilling last-ball finish to Sunday’s Play-off final at Parkgate to celebrate an outstanding maiden season in Over Forties cricket. 

 On a perfect early autumn day with conditions to match, Urmston struggled to post 115-7 in their 20 overs, Neil Gardom and Kurt Edginton joint top-scoring with 23, while the experienced Dave Jones used the ball well to return 2-5 off four overs. 

 Neston got behind the clock, especially when first team paceman Kurt Edginton (2-9 off four overs) was hurling them down. But the home side came with the right men at the right time and Premiership bowler Paul Stimson and Mark Strong added 25 off the last three overs, including two runs off the final delivery.

 The trophies were presented by Competition Secretary Mike Talbot-Butler who thanked Neston for the first-class facilities provided and praised both teams for their successes throughout the season when they had  topped Groups A and C, Urmston being previously unbeaten. The Play-off winners’ Trophy went to Neston skipper Don Hurst, while the Champagne Moment award was won by Kurt Edginton for a huge six which fortunately fell just wide of his young son Harry, who was not exactly paying attention at the time.  

SCORECARD

URMSTON




NESTON

J. Marshall b Jones


6
P. Sullivan b Wilson


27

S. Allcroft b Jones


1
R. Thompson c Jones b Howell

2

C. Riddler c Lea-Sawain b Strong

4
G. Scriven c & b Howell


1

A. Newton b Stimson


14
A. Woolley c & b Howell


10

S. Sethi run out



21
G. Lea-Swain run out


4

S. Vose b Stimson


15
J. Brown c & b Wilson


13

N. Gardom not out


23
D. Jones b Edginton


16

K. Edginton c Thompson b Brown

23
D. Hurst c & b Edginton


4

Extras




9
P. Stimson not out


12

Total (for 7 wickets, 20 overs)

115
M. Strong not out



14

Did not bat: S. Howells, C. Wilson, P.Grindley.
Extras




13 Neston bowling:




Total (for 8 wickets, 20 overs)
              116 Jones 4-1-5-2; Strong 4-0-15-1; Stimson 4-0-17-2;
Did not bat: G. Clarke.

Brown 4-0-30-1; Clarke 2-0-21-0; 


Urmston bowling: Edginton 4-0-9-2; Howells

Woolley 2-0-21-0. 



4-1-15-3; Grindley 2-0-19-0; Vose 4-0-30-0;

 





Wilson 4-0-23-2; Sethi 2-0-9-0. 

Umpires: Barrie Burns and Ged Kinsey. 

o Christleton have withdrawn from the Over Forties section in 2010.

CLUB NEWS

When ALDERLEY EDGE staged the 2nd XI friendly between Lancashire and Middlesex only five overs’ play was possible from Wednesday to Friday because the pitch was sodden after a heavy Tuesday downpour.  In the Lancashire team were skipper Gareth Cross (Bowdon) and Oulton Park’s Louis Bentley 

CHEADLE HULME are planning to begin work on a new outfield drainage project at Grove Park in late-September.  It has been made possible by an ECB grant. 

CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL are to stage the final of the English Schools Cricket Association’s Bunbury Under 15s Cricket Festival in July, 2010.  Games will also be played at Neston, Tattenhall and Christleton. 

 Chester are wondering whether former fast bowler Kristian Rogers may rejoin them in 2010 now he is keeping goal for nearby Airbus UK in the Welsh League. He has been with Port Talbot Town since leaving Chester in 2007. 

CHRISTLETON have opted out of the Taylor Insurances-sponsored 2nd XI Cup in 2010. A replacement is sought to keep the section at 28 teams. 
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IRBY’s fine new ECB grant-funded three-lane net facility was opened on Sunday by Lancashire player Mal Loye.  The netting area, which chairman Mike Newman describes as “a fantastic facility which will enable practice and training for junior and senior members to take a big step forward” is situated on the second ground 100 yards from the pavilion. 

NANTWICH overseas player Lou Vincent was given sanction by the League to act as stand-in professional for Audley in the Staffordshire Cup final on Sunday.  The ex-New Zealand Test player won the Man of the Match award for a fine innings of 80 which helped beat Cannock by 42 runs. 

PLAYER of the Year ballot papers have gone out to ALL 36 CLUBS. Returns are so far in from Alderley Edge, Macclesfield, Oxton, Toft, Christleton, Oakmere, Upton and Warrington.   Any club without a ballot paper please contact MTB soonest. 

 Clubs should submit their AVERAGES soonest with the usual qualifications.  Website stats are not acceptable as a full and correct record. 

LOOKING BACK A WEEK …….

PREMIER LEAGUE pitch ratings on Saturday, September 5th:  4 – Chester; Widnes; 3 – Alderley Edge, Oulton Park.  Wet and not marked: Neston, Toft.

  The Didsbury v Macclesfield result sheet is still missing from August 29th, please return ASAP,

  Leading individual performers – Batting: Goodwin (CBH) 1,098 club record; Smith (Neston) 1,069; Currie (AE) 911; Vincent (Nantwich) 892; Leech (OP) 794.  Bowling: Whittaker (AE) 63; Bean (Toft) 54; Cross (Bowdon) 53; Browne (Nantwich) 50; Dumelow (OP) 47. Top all-rounder: Dumelow (OP) 769 runs and 47 wickets.

 Alderley Edge batsman Richard Wilkinson scored 73 in his team’s 96 runs victory over Macclesfield, not 47 as reported.  

  Against Bowdon, the highest scorer in Neston’s all out 115 was Damon Pavlinovich (22), while only Stephen Ball (25) topped 20 in the Bowdon reply of 69.  Bowdon’s number 11 batsman Gareth Edwards retired hurt.  

FIRST DIVISION pitch ratings: 4 – Bramhall (despite new pitch preparation before match); Christleton; 3 – Cheadle Hulme, Upton, Urmston, Warrington.

 Best individual performers.  Batting: De Silva (Christleton) 1,131; Dawson (Bramhall) 912; Gould (Poynton) 790-; Shahabuddin (HMersey) 630; Wilde (C Hulme) 6216.  Bowling: Wilkinson (Bramhall) 63; McCray (CHulme) 52; Shahabuddin (HMersey) 51; Guthridge (Poynton) 48; Stringer (Bramhall) 43. All-rounder: Shahabuddin (HMersey) 630 runs and 51 wickets returned to India before the last game. 

 Cheadle Hulme’s Adam Wilde, who took 5-58, then went on to carry his bat for 94 in a 10 wickets win against Poynton was on the field throughout the 71 overs match at Grove Park. 

 At home to Heaton Mersey, Christleton collapsed 97-0 to 139 all out.  Top scorer in ‘Mersey’s reply of 134-9, was J. Barnett not M. Newton. 

 The Cheadle v Upton game was unusual.  Cheadle were 45-9 when A. Watkins (no. 10) was joined by tail-ender C. Hyde. The pair added 96 for the 120th wicket – a 1st XI league record, taking the total to 141 (Hyde actually out-scoring his partner by 60 not out to 39). Upton then collapsed from 53-1 to 94 all out, their destroyers being the same pair C. Hyde (4-21) and A. Watkins (3-23). 

SECOND DIVISION pitch ratings: 4 – Bollington; Stockport Georgians; 3 – Marple, Middlewich, Mobberley.  Burnage cancelled. 

 Individual performances to September 5th: Michael (Marple) 1,000; Khan (Sale) 800; S. Parry (Middlewich) 719; P. Wood (Bredbury) 669; Jones (Mobberley) 659. Bowling: Ali (Bolly) 69; Greasley (Marple) 61; Aqeel (Bolly) 50; M. Halkon (Sale) 42; R. Halkon (Sale), Barlow (Bredbury) and Leggett (SGeorgians) all 41. All-rounder: Khan (Sale) 800 runs and 29 wickets.  

The individual stats given for all three divisions may not be correct as not all clubs are submitting full details from all games. 

  Bollington declared at 201-7 against Bredbury and were not 201 all out as reported. In Bredbury’s winning reply, Paul Wood (124no) and Darren Carr (52) put on 130 for the third wicket.  

 In the Marple v Oakmere game, Marple’s 1,000 run Aussie batsman Dominic Michael was dismissed for a duck. Oakmere scored 110-9 in reply, not 100-9. 

 Middlewich beat Birkenhead Park by 112 runs and not by two wickets as stated. 

 MISSING UMPS CARDS: No report as Ken Spilsbury is holidaying.  Double dollop next week. 
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Stockport win John North U17 Cup

STOCKPORT beat Oulton Park by 29 runs in the John North Under 17 Cup play-off final at Upton on Sunday.

 Stockport were all out for 78 (Man of the match George Barber 36, Kieron Barrington 4-5), then bowled Oulton out for 49 (Dodd 3-8, Patel 3-9).

 In the semi-final pllated earlier in the day, Stockport eliminated host club Upton.

 A full report will appear in next week’s Newsletter. 

Ashton on Mersey and Congleton promoted

ASHTON on Mersey and Congleton will be promoted to the County League from the First Division of the Meller Braggins Cheshire League in 2010. 

 Previously County League members in 1999-2000, Ashton had 389 points from 21 games up to and including Saturday, September 12th, followed by Congleton on 373. Northwich are a distant third on 320 and out of the reckoning. The league finishes on Saturday, September 19th with Ashton on Mersey at Hale Barns and Congleton at Malpas when Ashton need 11 points to ensure the title.  At the foot of the table are Winnington Park and Barrow, the latter relegated. 

 Stockport have won Division Two with Weaverham promoted alongside them, while Bowdon Vale and Alderley Park are relegated. Lindow and probably Cheadle Hulme Ladybridge will rise from Division Three with Wilmslow and Wistaston Village set to drop into the Cheshire Alliance.  

Your overseas player in 2010

CLUBS who experienced difficulty acquiring an overseas player in the past may wish to go through an organisation dedicated to doing that job for them.

 Steven Hirst, head of CricX.com has more than 300 players on his books including many who have proved outstandingly successful during the current season.

 The website to contact for further information is: www.cricx.com/newsitem.aspx?NewsID=89.

Fancy an umpires’ course?

COURSES designed to enrol new umpires and to give current players a better knowledge of the Laws have been arranged for the autumn and winter months at two central venues. 

 Both over 10 weeks, on Tuesday evenings from 7.30 from 9.30 p.m. they start at Hale Barns Cricket Club on September 29th and at Oakmere Cricket Club on January 10th, 2010. 

 If you are interested contact Ian Bishop 0161 962 5833 or Steve Goron 01625 532 838 or by e-mail on stevegemail-umpire@yahoo.co.uk
Alistair Davies tests your Cricket Law for the last time

DURING the second innings of a closely-contested match, a fielder falls awkwardly and is forced to leave the field.  A substitutute fielder takes his place.  A short time afterwards, the wicket-keeper suffers a broken finger and also leaves the field. The substitute fielder dons the pads with the intention of keeping wicket.

 Would the umpire allow him to do so? 

LAST WEEK’S POSER: THE striker hits a fair delivery, runs, then passes the non-striker at the bowler’s end.  As he does so the non-striker is standing in front of the popping crease but, with bat in hand, grounded behind the popping crease.  The wicket at the striker’s end is put down. There is an appeal.

 What should be the umpire’s decision? 

ANSWER: The striker is run out. The non-striker is in his ground by having his bat in hand grounded behind the popping crease, even though he, himself, is in front of it. 

Laws 29.1; 29.2 a ii; 29.2 d; 38.1a; 38.3 

TOMMY COOPERISMS ….

MY friend drowned in a bowl of muesli.

A strong currant pulled him in. 
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2009 SEASON UPS & DOWNS
ECB PREMIER LEAGUE CHAMPIONS: Oulton Park; Runners-up: Bowdon.

Relegated to Division One: Macclesfield and Widnes.

FIRST DIVISION CHAMPIONS: Urmston; Runners-up and promoted: Bramhall.

Relegated to Division Two: Warrington and Timperley.

SECOND DIVISION CHAMPIONS: Bollington; Runners-up and promoted: Middlewich

Relegated to Meller Braggins Cheshire League: Oakmere and Burnage.

PROMOTED FROM MELLER BRAGGINS CHESHIRE LEAGUE:

Ashton on Mersey and Congleton.

FRED GRAHAM T20 TROPHY WINNERS & ECB COCKSPUR CUP AREA FINAL QUALIFIERS: Oulton Park 

 Runners-up: Hyde; Semi-finalists: Urmston and Toft.

T20 PLATE WINNERS: Nantwich; Runners-up: Alderley Edge.

OVER 40s PLAY-OFF WINNERS: Neston; Runners-up: Urmston

JOHN NORTH UNDER 17s CUP WINNERS: Stockport; Runners-up: Oulton Park 

MULLANEY TROPHY WINNERS: Cheshire County League
CHESHIRE CUP WINNERS: Alderley Edge

CHESHIRE SHIELD WINNERS: Cheadle.

NORTH-WEST COLTS TROPHY WINNERS: Cheshire County League 

MINOR COUNTIES WESTERN DIVISION CHAMPIONS: Cheshire

A MATCH TO SEE ON SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20th
ECB 50 + County championship final (at the County ground, Derby, 11 a.m.)

DERBYSHIRE v CHESHIRE 

YOUR NEWSLETTER

A post-season Newsletter will be e-mailed or posted next week,

followed by a monthly issue throughout the winter

to keep you in touch with League and other

Cheshire cricket matters

                                               Mike.t-b@virgin.net:  September 14 / 09

                   Chapel Press 

CHESHIRE COUNTY LEAGUE
35th Annual 

Presentation Dinner
is at Mere Golf & Country Club on

Friday, October 2nd, 2009 (7 for 7.30 p.m.)

                   ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Guest speaker:

HENRY OLONGA

(former Zimbabwe Test player)

also Yorkshire comedian

GARRY MARSHALL
 oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo
The price of tickets is £30 (£28 for under 18s)

The event inner organiser is John Bygate 

Please book a place through your club

