          Sponsored by Chapel Press
CHESHIRE COUNTY

     CRICKET LEAGUE

2009 season Newsletter no. 3:  Saturday, May 2nd

Bowdon beat champions:

Gareth Cross 8-42

BOWDON beat reigning champions Alderley Edge by 65 runs and remain the only unbeaten team after just three games in the ECB Premier League
 Bowdon match-winner was Gareth Cross, who normally keeps wicket for Lancashire, but enjoys bowling in club matches. He claimed a remarkable 8-42 including a triple-wicket maiden to send Alderley back for 149, of which Indian batsman Sohail Rauf scored 61 and Mark Currie 32. Bowdon had declared on 214-9, brothers Stephen (60) and Dominic Ball (57) leading the way helped by an unbeaten 39 from Nick Murrills. 

 Widnes also suffered their first defeat, by 67 runs at Neston, who posted a useful 216-5, David Hurst 52, Jack Smith 50, At ur Rehman 4-76.  The normally strong Widnes batting line-up crumbled for 149, Tony Hurdley 34, Chris Finegan 4-39.

  Newly-promoted Oxton won their first game, by three runs, in an exciting finish on the ground of 100 per centers Nantwich, recovering from 60-5 to post 193-8, thanks to new boy Lee Dixon 78.  James Warrington took 4-53. The Dabbers Nantwich were bowled out for 190, Steve Ogilby 59, Chris Stenhouse taking 3-46, and teenage off-spinner Ross Dixon 3-47.

 Oulton Park won their second game in a row after being put in to post a best of the day tally of 258, Nathan Dumelow 68, Danny Leech 52.  Newcomer James Hawley, a  20 year-old paceman who made his debut for Cheshire the previous week-end, took  6-105 bowling unchanged for 27 overs up the Oulton slope. Apart from Tom Parfett 67, Macclesfield’s batting was poor and they were all out for 128, Dumelow completing a successful day for himself and his team with 3-17.

Didsbury: played 3 lost 3

Last season’s First Division champions Didsbury lost their third game in a row at Hyde who leap up to third place.  David Morgan 49 top-scored in Didsbury’s modest 165, Rob Woolley taking 4-34 and Danny Berry 4-47.  Skipper James Duffy then hit a rapid 79 and Chris Tipper 47 not out as Hyde coasted home by seven wickets. 

 Toft got off the mark with a 43 runs victory at Chester Boughton Hall, whose early form  is beginning to worry chairman Jim Law. There were two outstanding bowling performances in this match, first from Alex Kegg who returned figures of  21.2 – 11 – 45 – 6 to sent Toft back cheaply for 159, Pat Roberts 51.  This was bettered by Toft’s 6 ft. 8 ins. Dorset seamer – fully recovered from his London Marathon efforts the previous week-end.  Kitz had 24.5 – 11- 44 – 8 to shatter the Boughton Hall batting for 116, of which Warren Goodwin scored 41. 
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DIVISION !

Three in a row for Bramhall

BRAMHALL made it three First Division wins in a row under new skipper Nick Cantello, who refused to let Stockport County’s fall into administration worry him. They beat Cheadle by eight wickets at Church Lane after bowling their visitors out for 145, Chris Grindey 47, Kieron O’Connor 4-20, Simon Wilkinson 4-55. After Damien Stringer had scored 38, Andy Hall, and Cantello, with 59 and 30, knocked off the runs without being parted

 Irby continue to do well on their promotion as Division Two champions, winning by 90 runs at Heaton Mersey.  Aussie wicket-keeper/batman Dean Hayes cracked 78 of Irby’s 170, Waqar Rashid 5-86, after which ‘Mersey were bowled over for 80, Keith Holsgrove 4-32.

 Poynton, who have lost the services of former Cheshire batsman Nafees Din, continue to do well, although they made heavy weather of a three wickets win at Upton, the Wirralians third defeat in a row. Chris Camden struck a burly 62 in Upton’s 151-9 and Poynton went on to win with sound knocks from Chris Clark 57, and Paul Gould 55. James Williams took 4-49.

Urmston break duck

Urmston put an end to their bad start winning by 64 runs at Christleton after posting 204-7, Adam Landry 74, J. Knight-Green 63, Iroshan de Silva 4-63. Christleton were all out for 140, skipper Paul Allen scoring an unbeaten 54 and Ian Grindley taking 5-25.

 Grappenhall won their first game since promotion by three wickets at Timperley, who mustered only 133, M. Lee 47.  With 36 from Liam Parkinson, Grappenhall took the full 25 points, despite more good bowling from Timperley’s Aussie paceman Matt Wilkie, 4-39.

 Warrington gave their best display so far in a high-scoring draw at Cheadle Hulme with a fine unbeaten 111 by Mal Agar leading the way.  Warrington declared on 196-5, Ewan McCray 4-69, the Grove Park men replying with 174-9, McCray’s 33 not out fending off defeat after Adam Wilde had opened up with 60.

DIVISION 2

Middlewich’s perfect start

THREE games, three wins, 70 points sums up Middlewich’s perfect start to the season.

 Their latest victims were Burnage by seven wickets at Haddonfield, the Manchester side being bowled out for 135, R. Baig 35, Gavin Tomlinson 4-39.  Richard Clorley’s 41 saw Middlewich comfortably home after tea.

 Sale are not far behind, also with three wins after inflicting Bollington’s first defeat, by a tight 13 runs margin.  Sale could muster only 167, John Taylor 44, Matt Dawson 4-56, then bowled Bolly out for 153, Calum Rowe 66, Rick Halkon a magnificent 6-26.

 Brooklands have shrugged off their opening day defeat, although they needed a leg bye off the last delivery of the match to win at Tattenhall.  Tatters declared on 168-8, Andy Morris 44 not out, John Birchall 4-49, then Brooklands squeezed home at 169-7, the irrepressible Birchall contributing a key 69.

First  win for Park

Birkenhead Park won their first game and inflicted the third defeat on newcomers Oakmere, by the impressive margin of eight wickets.  Oakmere totalled 154, Paul Hutchinson 45, Matt Howard 3-30 after which Park coasted home at 155-2, skipper Tommy Hunter hammering 85 and John Crofton 59.

 Mobberley shot up the table with a five wickets win at home to Bredbury St. Mark’s, who batted first to total 180-5, Paul Wood 74 not out.  Mobberley made it with six overs left, Lee Jones 52, Graham Barlow 4-30.

 Marple had the better of the draw (15-10) at Stockport Georgians after posting 183,Garry Cash 65, Ifti Hussain 4-56.  Georgians’ last pair held out at 161-9, Mark Vincent 41.  Andy Greasley bowled unchanged for 26 overs to rerturn 4-61 and Aussie Dominic Michael 4-66.
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 SATURDAY’s ECB PREMIER LEAGUE RESULTS  

ALDERLEY EDGE (won toss) v BOWDON

 Bowdon 214-9 dec. (55 overs: S. Ball 60, D. Ball 57, N. Murrills 39no, S. Rauf 3-43);

 Alderley Edge 149 (42 overs: S. Rauf 61, M. Currie 32, G. Cross 8-42 including triple-wicket maiden).

 Bowdon (24 pts.) beat Alderley Edge (7 pts.) by 65 runs.

CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL (toss) v TOFT

 Toft 159 (49 overs: P. Roberts 51, A. Kegg 6-45);

 Chester 116 (43 overs: W. Goodwin 41, R. Kitzinger 8-44).

 Toft (23 pts.) beat Chester Boughton Hall (6 pts.) by 43 runs.

HYDE v DIDSBURY (toss)

 Didsbury 165 (55 overs: D. Morgan 49, M. Fisher 31, R.Woolley 4-34, D. Berry 4-47);

 Hyde 166-3 (40 overs: J. Duffy 79, C. Tipper 47no).

 Hyde (25 pts.) beat Didsbury (6 pts.) by 7 wickets.

NANTWICH (toss) v OXTON

 Oxton 193-8 innings closed (60 overs: L. Dixon 78, J. Warrington 4-53);

 Nantwich 190 (49.5 overs: S. Ogilvy 59, M. Dawson 45, C. Stenhouse 3-46, R. Dixon 3-47).

 Oxton (22 pts.) beat Nantwich (8 pts.) by 3 runs.

NESTON v WIDNES (toss)

 Neston 216-5 dec. (D. Hurst 52, J. Smith 50, At ur Rehman 4-76);

 Widnes 149 (A Hurdley 34, C. Finegan 4-39).

 Neston (24 pts.) beat Widnes (5 pts.) by 67 runs.

OULTON PARK v MACCLESFIELD (toss)

 Oulton Park 258 (55 overs: N. Dumelow 68, D. Leech 52, R. Moore 49, J. Hawley 6-105, C. Moores 3-21);

 Macclesfield 128  (T. Parfett 67, N. Dumelow 3-27).

 Oulton Park (25 pts.) beat Macclesfield (7 pts.) by 130 runs.

PICK OF WEEK:

 Batting: James Duffy (Hyde) 79 v Didsbury

 Bowling: Rupert Kitzinger (Toft) 8-88 v Chester Boughton Hall

 All-rounder: Nathan Dumelow (Oulton Park) 68 and 3-17 v Macclesfield

FIRST DIVISION

BRAMHALL (won toss) v CHEADLE

 Cheadle 145 (48 overs: C. Grindey 47, J. Buys 32, K O’Connor 4-20, S. Wilkinson 4-55);

 Bramhall 147-2 (41 overs: A. Hall 59no, D. Stringer 38, N. Cantello 30no).

 Bramhall (20 pts.) beat Cheadle (5 pts.) by 8 wickets.

CHEADLE HULME v WARRINGTON (toss)

 Warrington 196-5 dec. (50 overs: M. Agar 111no, R. Heaney 35, E. McCray 4-69);

 Cheadle Hulme 174-9 (50 overs: A. Wilde 60, E. McCray 33no, S. Carlile 3-55).

 Match drawn: Warrington 15 pts. Cheadle Hulme 9.

CHRISTLETON (toss) v URMSTON

 Urmston 204-7 dec. (50 overs: A. Landry 74, J. Knight-Gardner 63, I. de Silva 4-63);

 Christleton 140 (P Allen 54no, I. Grindley 5-25).

 Urmston (24 pts.) beat Christleton (6 pts.) by 64 runs.

HEATON MERSEY (toss) v IRBY

 Irby 170 (41 overs: D. Hayes 78, W. Rashid 5-86, S. Shahabuddin 4-47);

 Heaton Mersey 80 (29 overs: K Holsgrove 4-12, J. Hurworth 3-10).

 Irby (24 pts.) beat Heaton Mersey (5 pts.) by 90 runs.
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TIMPERLEY v GRAPPENHALL (toss)

 Timperley 133 (55 overs: M. Lee 47, D. Burns 3-17, C. Park 3-32);

 Grappenhall 135-7 (34 overs: L. Parkinson 36, C. Park 33, A. Wilkie 4-39).

 Grappenhall (25 pts.) beat Timperley (5 pts.) by 3 wickets.

UPTON v POYNTON (toss)

 Upton 151-9 dec. (50 overs: C. Camden 62, I. Sharrock 33, Jimmy Williams 3-9, R. Clark 3-30);

 Poynton 152-7 (47 overs: C. Clark 57, P. Gould 55, James Williams 4-49).

 Poynton (20 pts.) beat Upton (8 pts.) by 3 wickets.

PICK OF WEEK:

 Batting: Mal Agar (Warrington) 111 not out v Cheadle Huylmer

 Bowling: Ian Grindley (Urmston) 5-25 v Christleton. 

 All-rounder: Ewan McCray (Cheadle Hulme) 33 not out and 4-69 v Warrington. 

SECOND DIVISION

BIRKENHEAD PARK (won toss) v OAKMERE

 Oakmere 154 (55 overs: P Hutchinson 45, R. Lyons 32, M Howard 3-30);

 Birkenhead Park 155-2 (33 overs: T. Hunter 84, J. Crofton 59).

 Birkenhead Park (20 pts.) beat Oakmere (3 pts.) by 8 wickets.

BOLLINGTON (toss) v SALE

 Sale 167 (50 overs: J. Taylor 44, D. Halkon 32, M. Dawson 4-56);

 Bollington 153 (49.5 overs: C. Rowe 66, M. Knight 35, R. Halkon 6-26, H. Khan 4-44).

 Sale (23 pts.) beat Bollington (5 pts.) by 14 runs.

MIDDLEWICH v BURNAGE (toss)

 Burnage 135 (50 overs: R. Baig 35, G. Tomlinson 4-39);

 Middlewich 139-3 (39 overs: R. Clorley 41).

 Middlewich (25 pts.) beat Burnage (6 pts.) by 7 wickets.

MOBBERLEY v BREDBURY ST. MARK’s (toss)

 Bredbury 180-5 dec. (50 overs: P. Wood 74no);

 Mobberley 182-5 (44 overs: L. Jones 52, D. Leonard 40, M. Leonard 37, G. Barlow 4-39).

 Mobberley (25 pts.) beat Bredbury St. Mark’s (7 pts.) by 5 wickets.

 STOCKPORT GERORGIANS (toss) b MARPLE

 Marple 183 (48 overs: G. Cash 65, A. Edwards 31, I. Hussain 4-56, S. Normington 3-28);

 Stockport Georgians 161-9 (52 overs: M. Vincent 41, A. Greasley 4-61, D. Michael 4-66).

  Match drawn: Marple 15 pts. Stockport Georgians 10.

TATTENHALL v BROOKLANDS (toss)

 Tattenhall 168-8 dec. (50 overs: A. Morris 44no, M. Roberts 37, M. Roberts 37, J. Birchall 4-49);

 Brooklands 169-7 (50 overs: J. Birchall 69).

 Brooklands (20 overs) beat Tattenhall (10 pts.) by 3 wickets. 

PICK OF WEEK:

 Batting: Tommy Hunter (Birkenhead Park) 84 v Oakmere.

 Bowling: Rick Halkon (Sale) 6-26 v Bollington.

 All-rounder: John Birchall (Brooklands) 69 and 4-49 v Tattenhall.
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TABLES INCLUDING SATURDAY, MAY 2nd

ECB Premier League
P
W25
W20
D
Ab
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts. 

BOWDON

3
1
1
1
0
0
7
5
59

OULTON PARK

3
0
2
0
0
1
15
4
59

HYDE


3
1
1
0
0
1
4
5
54

NANTWICH

3
1
1
0
0
1
4
4
53

ALDERLEY EDGE
3
1
1
0
0
1
2
5
52

NESTON

3
0
1
1
0
1
20
9
51

OXTON


3
0
1
1
0
1
20
7
49

WIDNES

3
0
2
0
0
1
2
3
45

TOFT


3
0
1
0
0
2
17
4
41

MACCLESFIELD
3
0
1
0
0
2
8
7
35

CHESTER BO. HALL
3
0
0
1
0
2
13
12
27

DIDSBURY

3
0
0
0
0
3
8
8
16

First Division

P
W25
W20
D
Ab
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts. 

BRAMHALL

3
1
2
0
0
0
5
0
70

IRBY


3
1
1
1
0
0
14
4
65

POYNTON

3
0
2
1
0
0
5
4
51

CHEADLE HULME
3
1
0
2
0
0
12
8
49

GRAPPENHALL
3
1
0
0
0
2
16
5
46

CHRISTLETON

3
1
0
1
0
1
6
6
39

CHEADLE

3
0
1
1
0
1
11
5
38

HEATON MERSEY
3
0
1
1
0
1
6
9
37

URMSTON

3
0
1
0
0
2
10
6
36

TIMPERLEY

3
0
1
0
0
2
5
8
33

WARRINGTON

3
0
0
1
0
2
14
10
26

UPTON


3
0
0
0
0
3
6
8
14

Second Division
P
W25
W20
D
Ab
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts.

MIDDLEWICH

3
2
1
0
0
0
0
0
70

SALE


3
0
3
0
0
0
3
0
63

BROOKLANDS

3
1
1
0
0
1
8
3
56

TATTENHALL

3
1
1
0
0
1
6
4
55

MARPLE

3
0
1
1
0
1
21
7
50

BOLLINGTON

3
0
2
0
0
1
5
2
47

MOBBERLEY

3
1
0
0
0
2
5
8
38 

BURNAGE

3
0
1
0
0
2
11
6
37

BIRKENHEAD PARK
3
0
1
1
0
1
6
6
34

BREDBURY ST. MK.
3
0
0
1
0
2
14
12
28

STOCKPORT GEO.
3
0
0
1
0
2
17
8
27

OAKMERE

3
0
0
0
0
3
6
2
8
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Derbyshire ask for Lou Vincent

THE League Cricket Committee have given clearance for Nantwich’s Overseas player, the recently retired New Zealand Test all-rounder Lou Vincent, to play for Derbyshire in one-day cricket if required during June.

 Derbyshire coach John Morris – a former Nantwich player – approached the club asking for Vincent’s services to be made available as the county have experienced visa problems with several Kolpak players 

 Nantwich know that if Derbyshire require Vincent to play in the four – day (first-class) county championship he will no longer be eligible to play in the league. 

More on Play-cricket.com

LEAGUE secretary Geoff Wellsteed sends a further message to clubs on their Play-cricket.com website contributions: 

 “We have been delighted with the dramatically increased usage of the:League’s Play-cricket website.  Although it is now mandatory that premier clubs register their players and enter full weekly scorecard details, a significant number of clubs in Divisions One and Two are now also doing so. The advantages are considerable for casual users and the provision of detailed statistical data is a real bonus.  By 10 p.m. on Saturday, April 25th six results had already been posted and the number of hits in April has already outstripped usage for the whole of last season.

 Please make sure YOUR club is contributing.  At its next meeting on Thursday, May 21st, the Cricket Committee will consider extending the mandatory tag across all divisions.  Webmasters Darren and Sharon Sutcliffe are to be congratulated for their tremendous work in getting things up and running so quickly and responding to a number of niggles etc.

 Any system issues can be referred to the webmasters at dsooty54@btinternet.com.”

 Those wishing to gain access to the full set-out League results and other details are advised to enter via Cheshirecountycl.play-cricket.com/scoreboard/results.asp

‘Kitz’ runs in London Marathon

TOFT cricketer Rupert Kitzinger ran in the London Marathon for the first time on Sunday, April 26th raising money for cricket’s biggest charity, the Lord’s Taverners.  He writes:

 “It was an amazing experience getting my 6 ft. 8 ins. frame round the 26 miles course.  The Taverners’ charity aims to give young people, particularly those with special needs, a sporting chance.  My sponsorship page is still going and I would be grateful for further backing on www.justgiving.com/londonmarathonrupes”

 Rupert also tells Newsletter that, having spent the winter playing and coaching in Hong Kong, he has been asked by a Hong Kong national player if there is club in the League needing an Overseas player at short notice. If so they should contact Ghulam Mustafa, a quick bowler and hard-hitting batsman who is also outstanding in the field. His direct e-mail address is mustionfire@hotmail.com.

Saturday, April 25th revisted

LEAGUE chairman David Humpage visited Burnage, Didsbury, Cheadle, Brooklands, Toft and Oakmere.  He was particularly impressed with the Cheadle and Toft grounds.  

PREMIER LEAGUE

 Umpires pitch reports: Macclesfield and Neston 5; Didsbury, Oxton and Widnes 4; Toft 3.

 In their defeat at Macclesfield, Hyde earned 8 points, not 9 as reported.  Macclesfield umpires room was reported as below standard by the umpires.

 Correct totals in the Chester Boughton Hall v Widnes match were: CBH 262-7, Widnes 264-3, not 252 and 254 as respectively reported.

 Following his debut 6-23 against Didsbury, Bowdon’s Lancashire paceman Steve Cheetham had figures of 15-1-71-1 at Oxton.  Bowdon wicket-keeper Steve Bramhall, enjoying his 19th successive season of competitive cricket, snaffled three catches and a stumping.  Oxton all-rounder Mark Rowland donned the gloves and took a catch and two stumpings plus 41 runs.

 Another wicket-keeper, Alderley Edge newcomer Adrian Worrall took four catches in addition to scoring 71 runs at Neston. Lancashire staffman and Cambridge University law graduate  Adrian Shankar failed to score in his first two innings for Neston.
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FIRST DIVISION

 Pitch reports: Cheadle, Urmston 5; Cheadle Hulme, Grappenhall, Irby, Warrington 4.

 In Upton’s game at Cheadle Hulme, openers G. Earl (39) and A. Hughes (27) put on 65 before all 10 wickets fell for the addition of 53 runs.

 Batting for Heaton Mersey at Grappenhall, Heaton Mersey skipper Mark Bennett scored an unbeaten 148 out of 218 runs off the bat in 46.2 overs to compile the season’s biggest innings so far.

 Irby’s Martin Smith (89) and Steve Hurworth (58) enjoyed a 106 partnership for the third wicket against Poynton.   Now a bookshop owner in Audlem, Ken Simpson umpired in this match, returning to League duty after an absence of 20 years.

SECOND DIVISION

 Pitch reports: Marple, Oakmere, Stockport Georgians 4; Bredbury St. Mark’s, Brooklands, Burnage  3. 

  The Bredbury v Tattenhall match was ‘an absolute pleasure to umpire; our thanks to both captains’ reported umpires Alistair Davies and Garry Hambleton.

 Stephen Parry (82) and James Cornford (78) put together a 134 partnership for the third Middlewich wicket at Marple. 

 John Taylor (69 not out) and Hassan Khan (54) put together an unbroken 127 stand for Sale at Oakmere, following a 114 partnership against Brooklands seven days earlier.

  Number 8  batsman Mark Vincent was Stockport Georgians’ top scorer against Bollington with 62.   

  Umpires reports assessor Ken Spilsbury says Didsbury, Poynton and Middlewich failed to file from games played on April 25th.  Ken asks that captains who text their figures should state the names of their clubs and of the umpires on whom they are reporting. 

National championship wins for Hyde, Neston

RESULTS of first round games in the National Club championship played on Sunday, May 3rd included:

BOWDON lost at home to Barnsley by 31 runs: Barnsley 184-9 (Adam Syddall 5-46); Bowdon 153 (Antony Crozier 41).

HYDE won at Farnworth Social Circle (2008 Lancashire ko finalists) by 7 wickets: Farnworth SC 178 (Rob Woolley 3-32); Hyde 179-3 (Chris Tipper 89, Tom Twiney 75no). Hyde at home to Sefton Park. 

ALDERLEY EDGE lost at Chesterfield by 110 runs: Chesterfield 307-3;  Alderley Edge 197 (Jason Whittaker 62, Adam Worrall 41, Richard Wilkinson 35).

BRAMHALL lost by nine wickets at Sheffield United: Bramhall 82; Sheffield United 86-1.

NESTON beat New Brighton at Parkgate by 90 runs: Neston 191-8 (David Hurst 50, Andy Murphy 35, Sarn McPherson 32, Byron Cooper 30); New Brighton 101-9 (Paul Stimson 3-13.). 

CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL lost at home to Ormskirk by 106 runs: Ormskirk 232-7 (Alex Kegg 4-28); Chester 126 (Jim Gillson 24).

NANTWICH v Moddershall result not to hand. 

Sale through in Cheshire Cup

RESULTS of first round Cheshire Cup games played on Sunday, May 3rd:

SALE beat Hollingworth by 163 runs: Sale 284-8 (Mike Halkon 82no, C. Canning 56); Hollingworth 121.

Birkenhead St. Mary’s beat Hale Barns by 8 wickets: Hale Barns 85, Birkenhead 89-2.

Weaverham beat Ashton on Mersey by 94 runs: Weaverham 209-7 (John Ashley 82); Ashton on Mersey 115.

Chester County Officers beat The Grove (formerly Castrol) by 140 runs: CCO 220-6; The Grove 73.

Aston v Caldy

Stockport beat Ashley by 9 wickets: Ashley 95 Stockport 96-1.

Aston v Caldy no result to hand. 

DRAW for round two on Sunday, May 17th:

 Bredbury St. Mark’s v Grappenhall; Birkenhead St. Mary’s v BOLLINGTON; POYNTON v URMSTON; MIDDLEWICH v Congleton; BURNAGE v Winnington  Park; Romiley v Davenham; Old Parkonians v Crewe; Cheadle Hulme Ladybridge v Bowdon Vale; Malpas v CCO; BIRKENHEAD PARK v BROOKLANDS; Lymm OP v Aston or Caldy; BRAMHALL v  SALE. 
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Cheshire women beat Essex

SPONSORED by the Route Organisation, Cheshire beat Essex by six wickets in their first county championship match of the season at Cheadle on Sunday, May 3rd (writes Martin Saxon). 

 Essex were all out for 190 (Lorna Thomas 3-39) and Cheshire won comfortably at 192-4, Dawn Prestridge scoring 82 not out and Lauren Griffiths 40.

 Cheshire visit Yorkshire at the New Rover ground, Leeds in their next match on Sunday, May 10th (11 a.m.).

 The Cheshire Women’s League have been granted £9,900 under a National Lottery scheme which they intend to use to popularise girls’ cricket throughout the county, the aim being to launch a girls league in 2101.

 Chester Boughton Hall’s England World Cup winning medallist Lauren Griffiths is in a squad of 18 selected for the Women’s 20/20 World Cup to be played in the UK this summer.  The early group matches are at Taunton. 

WTB SAYS THANK YOU 

RESULTS Secretary Wyn Talbot-Butler offers thanks to many kind e-mail and telephone well-wishers and those who sent cards following her second spine operation at the Walton Neurological Centre, Liverpool. 

Now safely back home, Wyn hopes to be up and about again – and back to her Saturday evening stint by the ‘phone – before too long.

Alistair Davies tests your Cricket Law:  week 3

UNDER what circumstances can the umpires instruct the fielding

captain to take a bowler off?

Reminder of Week 2 poser:

A fielder leaves the field due to illness, returning 10 minutes before the side batting first lose their last wicket, having been off for more than 15 minutes.  When the side batting second start their innings, the previously ill player comes out to open and the opposing captain objects.  Is he entitled to do so?

ANSWER: No he is not. The 15 minutes’ restriction applies where the fielder goes off and on his return intends to bowl.  There is no implication for the batting side. The previously ill player would be entitled to open his team’s innings immediately (see Law 2.5 (c) (ii).
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LEAGUE FIXTURES ON SATURDAY, MAY 9th
ECB Premier League (12.30 p.m.)

BOWDON v NANTWICH


panel umpires: Jon Hacking & John Silver

DIDSBURY v OULTON PARK


Alistair Davies & Ian Drury

MACCLESFIELD v CHESTER BO. HALL
John Lofthouse & George Murphy

OXON v HYDE




Chris Smith & David Williams

TOFT v NESTON



Ray Prescott & Sandy Scrimgeour

WIDNES v ALDERLEY EDGE


Geoff Wellsteed & Paul Wilgose

First Division (1 p.m.)

CHEADLE v CHRISTLETON


Peter Hayes & John Noble

GRAPPENHALL v BRAMHALL

Colin Byron & David Sutton

IRBY v TIMPERLEY



Brian Jones & Ken Rothwell

POYNTON v HEATON MERSEY

Rick Davis & Liam Spires

URMSTON v CHEADLE HULME

Peter Bolger & Jim Shallcross

WARRINGTON v UPTON


Stuart Anderson & Brian Hanaby

Second Division (1 p.m.)

BREDBURY ST. MK. v MIDDLEWICH

Stan Davies & Peter Ogden

BROOKLANDS v MOBBERLEY

Neil Cornes & John Lowe

BURNAGE v STOCKPORT GEO.

Steve Goron & Terry Hill

MARPLE v BOLLINGTON


Ian Greensmith & Jim Whitehead

OAKMERE v TATTENHALL


Ged Kinsey & Don Speakman

SALE v BIRKENHEAD PARK


Glyn Roberts & Tom Spencer

MATCHES TO WATCH THIS WEEK: WEDNESDAY. MAY 6th

Over 50s Eric Marsh Trophy friendly

CHESHIRE v SHROPSHIRE (at Warrington, 1.30 p.m.)

League Over 40s

FIXTURES BEGIN IN FOUR NEW REGIONAL GROUPS (6.15 p.m.) 

Fred Graham T20 Trophy first round

POYNTON v HEATON MERSEY (Wednesday, May 6th, 6.15 p.m.) 

TIMPERLEY v CHEADLE HULME (Thursday, May 7th, 6.15 p.m.);

BIRKENHEAD PARK v NESTON (Sunday, May 10th, 1 p.m.).

SECOND ROUND (to be played by June 1st): Birkenhead Park / Neston v Upton; Irby v Oxton; Oakmere v Oulton Park; Chester BH v Widnes; Tattenhall v Nantwich; Middlewich v Christleton; Mobberley v Sale; Brooklands v Urmston; Timperley / Cheadle Hulme v Marple; Didsbury v Bowdon; Toft v Grappenhall; Macclesfield v Alderley Edge (holders); Bollington v Hyde; Stockport Georgians v Bredbury St. Mark’s; Burnage v Bramhall; Poynton / Heaton Mersey v Cheadle.  

Clubs are urged to arrange these games ASAP and notify the Fixture Secretary.

SUNDAY, MAY 10th

Minor Counties Cup

CHESHIRE v OXFORDSHIRE (at Christleton, 11 a.m.)

 Mike.t-b@virgin.net: Monday, May 4 / 09

