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Now Widnes lower

champions’ colours
WIDNES inflicted the second successive defeat on reigning ECB Premier League champions Alderley Edge with an impressive all-round performance at Beaconsfield Road.

 Architect of Widnes’ third victory in four games was teenage spinner Tom Evans with a 4-23 spell which helped dismiss Alderley for 143 after they had been 93-3 at one stage, only former Lancashire batsman Mark Currie, 38, looking settled.

 Earlier, Widnes had posted an impressive 227-7, with 52 from Luke McCoy and 38 each by Tony Hurdley and Pat Roberts.   

 Beaten at home by Bowdon the previous week, Mark Walker’s team lost only three games throughout the 2008 campaign. 

 Bowdon went four points clear at the top of the table with a 62 runs home victory over Nantwich after they had declared on 211-9, Carl Hey top-scoring with a stylish 58 and Stephen Ball 42. Nantwich, whose second successive reverse this was, were all out for 149, skipper Andy Newton 47, Cheshire left arm paceman Adam Syddall 6-44. 

 The match was described by Jon Hacking and John Silver as “a pleasure to umpire, with plenty of good spirit and humour and the pitch was the best we have seen at South Downs Road for many years”.  

 Nantwich have had five points deducted for bowling a slow over rate against Oxton on May 2nd. 

 Oulton Park made it three wins in a row with an eight wickets stroll at Didsbury, who are rock bottom following their promotion as First Division champions. Didsbury recovered from 20-5 to post 134, Marcus Fisher 56, Nathan Dumelow 4-25, a total Oulton passed comfortably at 136-2, Danny Leech 48 not out, Jonny Kettle 47.

233 stand by Chester batsmen

A magnificent third wicket partnership worth 233 between Warren Goodwin, who scorched to a highest of the season 168 and Australian Hayden Butterworth, 95, highlighted Chester Boughton Hall’s winning draw at Macclesfield. Goodwin’s score was a  Chester club record, beating the 150 by John Page in the Liverpool Competition in the 1950s. Boughton Hall declared at an impressive 296-5 after which Macc were content to hold out for a draw at 167-9, Ben Morrison 77, while teenage leg-spinner James Williams took 3-38.

 Oxton crashed to a miserable 104 all out at home to Hyde, Aussie paceman Sam Scammell taking 4-33 and Rob Woolley 3-13.  Hyde cantered home at 108-2.

 Dorset fast bowler Rupert Kitzinger batting at number eight, nearly pulled off an unlikely victory for Toft at home to Neston, who scored 196-8 batting first. David Hurst batted well for his 67 and Stan Clifford 42 after pulling a hamstring.  Toft slumped to 70-7 before a spectacular innings of 81 in 89 balls from Kitzinger almost pulled it off for Toft. They eventually fell 17 runs short at 179 after a last wicket stand worth 32. Neston’s  match-winning bowlers were consistent seamer Chris Finegan, 5-64 and left arm spinner Paul Stimson, 4-41.

 Umpires Sandy Scrimgeour and Ray Prescott gave both teams the maximum mark of four for excellent sportsmanship throughout. 

 Toft, who have booked former England bowler Angus Fraser to speak at their Sportsman’s Dinner on Friday, have purchased an impressive new £4,000 roll-on roll-off square cover. 

 . 

May 9 Newsletter ………..3

DIVISION ONE

Irby go top of table

FOUR weeks after coming up as Second Division champions, Irby can take a bow as leaders of Division One 

 Their third win was by two wickets at the expense of struggling Timperley, who batted 55 overs to post 173-6, M. Rudd 46, Ken Holsgrove 3-67.  Irby knocked off the runs in 37 overs, Martin Smith 38.

 One point behind are Bramhall, who lost their 100 per cent record when they failed to dislodge the Grappenhall lower order at Broad Lane. Cheshire wicket keeper Matt Dawson hit a fine not out 127 for Bramhall, who declared on 204-8, Grappenhall going on to reach 174-8, Richard Green 45, Simon Wilkinson 4-33.

 Cheadle shoot up to third place thanks to their 25 pointer against Christleton at Kingsway, after posting only 158, Matt Samuel 41, Guy Newell 3-41.  Christleton were bowled out for 90, former Middlewich batsman David Bates top-scoring with 30, while Dave Dooler took 4-20.

Shahabuddin 6-33 for ‘Mersey

Poynton lost their unbeaten record after being sent back for just 85 at home to Heaton Mersey, Indian paceman Syed Shahabuddin taking 6-33, his second six-wicket haul.  Earlier, Mark Bennett had top-scored with 42 in ‘Mersey’s 135, Ron Clarke 5-36.

 Congratulations to Upton on their first win, by 23 runs at Warrington, which sent the Walton Lea men to the foot of the table. Skipper Ian Linwood led the way for Upton, top-scoring with 43 out of his side’s 146, then taking 4-34 to help dismiss Warrington for 123.  Aussie paceman Steve Carlile took 7-38 for the losers. .

 Urmston are coming good, their second win being by four wickets at the expense of Cheadle Hulme. The Grove Park side declared on 172-8, Urms replying with 175-6, Mike Ness 75. 

DIVISION TWO

Leggatt 7-85 boosts Georgians

FIRED by a fine bowling stint of 7-85 from John Leggatt, Stockport Georgians chalked up their first win, by a three wickets margin in a high-scoring Second Division game at Burnage.

 With 75 from Nadeem Abbas, Burnage totalled a reasonable  175, but all their batsmen had trouble with Leggatt.  Georgians replied with 201-7, A. Platt 53, Adam Gaskarth 48, Sajid Mahmood 5-53.

 Middlewich stay top by eight points despite losing their 100 per cent record at Bredbury St. Mark’s. In-form skipper James Cornford hit 89 not out and Richard Clorley 87 to hoist Middlewich to 213-3, Bredbury then making a good fist of their reply to reach 187-6, Paul Wood 84.

 Mobberley were too good for promoted Brooklands, enjoying a 72 runs victory after declaring on 169-7, Lachlan Jones 68, Nigel Wood 51, Mark Roberts 4-54.  Brooklands only mustered 97, Steve Spiteri 4-11 and new all-rounder Jones 3-32.

Bolly look strong

Bollington look likely to make a good fight for promotion, beating Marple at Bowden Lane by 84 runs.  Bolly totalled 173-9, Abdul Aqeel 52, Dominic Michael 5-74, Andy Greasley 5-83, but Marple’s batsman failed and were all out for 89, Mo Ali 4-18.

 Sale had much the better (14 – 7 pts.) of a draw with Birkenhead Park at Dane Road after posting 213-5, Hassan Khan (64) and John Taylor (55) enjoying another big stand.  Park crawled to 134-7 after tea, Ian Platt 34, Rick Halkon 4-31.

 Oakmere avoided defeat for the first time at home to Tattenhall.   Robin Mulvihill top-scored with 41 for Tatters, while Indian batsman Madhur Jethlia and John Hope provided back up with 36 apiece.  Oakmere battled hard in the reply and reached 130-6, Crain Phelan batting well for an unbeaten 30 as his side returned a modest six points haul. 
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Saturday’s scores in detail

ECB PREMIER DIVISION

BOWDON (won toss) v NANTWICH

 Bowdon 211-9 dec. (55 overs C. Hay 58, S. Ball 42, G. Cross 38, A. Crozier 37no, M. Dawson 3-20, J. Warrington 3-843); Nantwich 149 (48 overs): A. Newton 47, A. Syddall 6-44, G. Cross 3-43.

 Bowdon (24 pts.) beat Nantwich (7 pts.) by 62 runs.

DIDSBURY v OULTON PARK (toss).

 Didsbury 134 (53 overs: M. Fisher 56, P. Sperring 41, N. Dumelow 4-25); Oulton Park 138-2 (36 overs: D. Leech 48no, J. Kettle 47.

 Oulton Park (20 pts.) beat Didsbury (5 pts.) by 8 wickets.

MACCLESFIELD v CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL (toss) 

 Chester 296-5 dec. (55 overs: W. Goodwin 168, H. Butterworth 95, I. Tait 3-68); Macclesfield 167-9 (55 overs: B. Morrison 77, J. Knight 36, J. Williams 3-38).

 Match drawn: Chester Boughton Hall 17 pts. Macclesfield 8.

OXTON (toss) v HYDE

 Oxton 104 (43 overs: C. Davies 21, S Scammell 4-33, R. Woolley 3-13; Hyde 108-2 (32 overs).

 Hyde (25 pts.) beat Oxton (3 pts.) by 8 wickets.

TOFT v NESTON (toss)

 Neston 196-8 dec. (55 overs: D. Hurst 67, S. Clifford 42; Toft 179 (53 overs: R. Kitzinger 81, C. Finegan 5-64, P. Stimson 4-41.

 Neston (24 pts.) beat Toft (7 pts.) by 17 runs.

WIDNES (toss) v ALDERLEY EDGE

 Widnes 227-7 dec. (55 overs: J. McCoy 52, A. Hurdley 38, T. Roberts 38, J. Whittaker 3-75); Alderley Edge 140 (M. Currie 38, T. Evans 4-23, Z.ur Rehman 3-27).

 Widnes (24pts.) beat Alderley Edge (6 pts.) by 87 runs.

PICK OF WEEK:

 Batting: Warren Goodwin (Chester Boughton Hall) 168 v Macclesfield

 Bowling: Adam Syddall (Bowdon) 6-44 v Nantwich

 All-rounder:  Z ur Rehman (Widnes) 21 and 2-27 v Alderley Edge

FIRST DIVISION

CHEADLE (won toss) v CHRISTLETON

 Cheadle 158 (45 overs: M. Samuels 41, G. Whittaker 32, G. Newell 3-41); Christleton 90 (37 overs: D. Bates 30, D. Dooler 4-20).

 Cheadle (23 pts.) beat Christleton (5 pts.) by 68 runs.

GRAPPENHALL (toss) v BRAMHALL

 Bramhall 204-8 dec. (50 overs: M. Dawson 127no, J. Marshall 34); Grappenhall 174-8 (50 overs: R. Green 45, S. Titchard 31, S. Wilkinson 4-33).

 Match drawn: Bramhall 14 pts. Grappenhall 9.

IRBY (toss) v TIMPERLEY

 Timperley 173-6 inn. closed (55 overs: M. Rudd 46, P. Ashling 34, K. Holsgrove 3-67); Irby 175-8 (37 overs: M. Smith 34, S. Hurworth 34, J. McCall 3-35).

 Irby (20 pts.) beat Timperley (6 pts.) by 2 wickets.

POYNTON (toss) v HEATON MERSEY

 Heaton Mersey 135 (49 overs: M. Bennett 42, R. Clarke 5-36, N. Smith 3-32); Poynton 85 (S. Shahabuddin 6-33, A. Catlow 3-21).

 Heaton Mersey (22 pts.) beat Poynton (5 pts.) by 50 runs.
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URMSTON (toss) v CHEADLE HULME

 Cheadle Hulme 172-8 dec. (50 overs: M. Taylor 39no, G. Higginbottom 36, G. Saunders 3-21); Urmston 175-6 (48 overs: M. Ness 75, C. Watson 35no). 

 Urmston (20 pts.) beat Cheadle Hulme (7 pts.) by 4 wickets.

 WARRINGTON (toss) v UPTON

 Upton 146 (47 overs: I. Linwood 43, D. Williams 33, S. Carlile 7-68); Warrington 123 (40 overs: M. Agar 32, I. Linwood 4-34).

 Upton (23 pts.) beat Warrington (7 pts.) by 23 runs.

PICK OF WEEK:

 Best batting: Matt Dawson (Bramhall) 127no v Grappenhall

 Bowling: Steve Carlile (Warrington) 7-68 v Upton.

 All-rounder: Ian Linwood (Upton) 43 and 4-34 v Warrington. 

SECOND DIVISION 

BREDBURY ST. MARK’s (won toss) v MIDDLEWICH

 Middlewich 213-3 dec. (50 overs: J Cornford 89no, R. Clorley 82); Bredbury 178-6 (50 overs: P. Wood 84, A. Keyworth 33no, T. Gledhill 3-62.

 Match drawn: Middlewich 15 pts. Bredbury 7.

BROOKLANDS (toss) v MOBBERLEY

 Mobberley 169-7 dec. (50 overs: L Jones 68, N. Wood 51, M. Roberts 4-54); Brooklands 97 (35 overs: S. Spiteri 4-11, L. Jones 3-32).

 Mobberley (24 pts.) beat Brooklands (4 pts.) by 74 runs.

BURNAGE (toss) v STOCKPORT GEORGIANS

 Burnage 197 (50 overs: N Abbas 75, J. Leggatt 7-45); Stockport Georgians 201-7 (49 overs: A Platt 53, A. Gaskarth 48, M. Vincent 39, S. Mahmood 5-53).

 Stockport Georgians (25 pts.) beat Burnage (14 pts.) by 3 wickets.

MARPLE (toss) v BOLLINGTON

 Bollington 173-98 dec. (50 overs: A. Aqeel 52, C. Gower 36, D. Michael 5-74, A. Greasley 4-83); Marple 89 (M. Ali 4-18).

 Bollington (23 pts.) beat Marple (5 pts.) by 84 runs.

OAKMERE (toss) v TATTENHALL

 Tattenhall 185-6 dec. (50 overs: R. Mulvihill 46, M. Jahti 36, J. Hope 36); Oakmere 130-8 (50 overs: D. France 30no).

 Match drawn: Tattenhall 10 pts. Oakmere 6.

SALE (toss) v BIRKENHEAD PARK

 Sale 213-6 dec. (50 overs: H. Khan 64, J. Taylor 58, B. Halkon 30, M. Green 3-64); Birkenhead Park 134-7 (50 overs: I. Platt 34, R. Halkon 4-31, J. Taylor 3-8).

 Match drawn: Sale 14 pts. Birkenhead Park 7 pts.

PICK OF WEEK:

 Batting: James Cornford (Middlewich) 89no v Bredbury St. Mark’s

 Bowling: John Leggatt (Stockport Georgians) 7-85 v Burnage

 All-rounder: Lachlan Jones (Mobberley) 68 and 3-32 v Brooklands.
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TABLES  INCLUDING  GAMES

 ON SATURDAY, MAY 9th

ECB Premier League
P
W25
W20
D
Ab
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts. 

BOWDON

4
1
2
1
0
0
11
5
83

OULTON PARK

4
0
3
0
0
1
15
4
79

HYDE


4
2
1
0
0
1
4
5
79

NESTON

4
0
2
1
0
1
24
9
75

WIDNES

4
0
3
0
0
1
6
3
69

ALDERLEY EDGE
4
1
1
0
0
2
4
9
58

* NANTWICH (5)
4
1
1
0
0
2
6
9
55

OXTON


4
0
1
1
0
2
22
8
52

TOFT


4
0
1
0
0
3
20
8
48

CHESTER BO. HALL
4
0
0
2
0
2
23
17
44

MACCLESFIELD
4
0
1
1
0
2
11
10
43

DIDSBURY

4
0
0
0
0
4
12
9
21

 * 5 points deducted for slow over rate v Oxton Saturday, May 2nd. 

First Division

P
W25
W20
D
Ab
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts. 

IRBY


4
1
2
1
0
0
14
4
85

BRAMHALL

4
1
2
1
0
0
13
4
84

CHEADLE

4
0
2
1
0
1
14
5
61

HEATON MERSEY
4
0
2
1
0
1
8
9
59

POYNTON

4
0
2
1
0
1
5
9
56

URMSTON

4
0
2
0
0
2
10
6
56

CHEADLE HULME
4
1
0
2
0
1
16
11
56

GRAPPENHALL
4
0
1
1
0
2
19
9
50

CHRISTLETON

4
1
0
1
0
2
7
11
45

TIMPERLEY

4
0
1
0
0
3
7
12
39

UPTON


4
0
1
0
0
3
9
8
37

WARRINGTON

4
0
0
1
0
3
16
15
33

Second Division
P
W25
W20
D
Ab
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts.

MIDDLEWICH

4
2
1
1
0
0
10
5
85

SALE


4
0
3
1
0
0
11
4
77

BOLLINGTON

4
0
3
0
0
1
8
2
70

TATTENHALL

4
1
1
1
0
1
10
8
65

MOBBERLEY

4
1
1
0
0
2
9
8
62

BROOKLANDS

4
1
1
0
0
2
8
7
60

MARPLE

4
0
1
1
0
2
21
12
55

STOCKPORT GEO.
4
1
0
1
0
2
17
8
52

BURNAGE

4
0
1
0
0
3
21
10
51

BIRKENHEAD PARK
4
0
1
2
0
1
8
9
41

BREDBURY ST. MK.
4
0
0
2
0
2
17
14
35

OAKMERE

4
0
0
1
0
3
7
5
14
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Forties new boys tie first game

OVER 40s newcomers Neston tied their first game at Irby in the opening programme of fixtures on Wednesday, May 6th.  Former record-breaking spinner Dave Jones made a welcome reappearance for Neston after retiring from Saturday cricket. 

 A large number of result cards failed to arrive by the week-end.  Match details msy be transmitted by e-mail, fax or telephone, the latter using the dedicated results line of 0606 888745. 

GROUP A RESULTS

 Christleton v Upton: Upton 166-3 (Sharrock 31, Camden 30, Shallock 30); Christleton 100 (Hollindale 32, Jones 3-2).  Upton won by 66 runs: 4 pts. 

Davenham v Tattenhall Wreckers. Tattenhall 103-5 (Nichols 30no); Davenham 42 (Morrey 3-6, Hope 3-9). Tattenhall won by 61 runs 4 pts. 

Irby v Neston: Irby 110-4 (M Newman 30ret, D. Newman 30ret, Crawford 22); Neston 110-5 (Scriven 30ret, Barber 30ret). Match tied: Irby 3 pts. Neston 3 pts. 

Open: Chester Boughton Hall.

GROUP B

Barnton v Warrington: Barnton won by default: Warrington could not raise team.

Grappenhall v Toft: Grappenhall 110-6 (Newell 34, Roberts 30, Hodgson 2-16); Toft 106-9 (Hope 30, Ward 17, Roylance 3-26,).  Grappenhall won by 4 runs: 4 pts. 

Mobberley v Nantwich Cavaliers: Mobberley 115-4 (Burgess 31, Darr 31, Thompson 30); Nantwich 106-7 (Cook 31, Litherland 3-6, Whittaker 3-21). Mobberlev won by 9 runs: 4 pts. 

 Open: Alderley Edge

GROUP C

Bowdon Vale Vikings v Urmston: Vikings 78-7 (Wilson 2-16); Urmston 81-1 (Cartwright 30ret, Ridley 29no). Urmston won by 9 wickets: 4 pts. 

Brooklands v Timperley:  Brooklands 108 (Willard 30); Timperley 111-9 (Prickett 32, Heathcote 31). Timperley won by 1 wicket: 4 pts.   Late card: fine.

Cheadle v Sale: Sale 124-5 (Harrop 33ret, Wilkes 28, Lund 2-15, Holmes 2-18); Cheadle 110-8 (Clayton 32ret, Oldfield 19, Carswell 18, Whitelegg 3-9, Harrop 2-6). Sale won by 14 runs: 4 pts. 

 Open: Bowdon.

GROUP D

Bredbury Saints v Romiley:  Romiley 110-5 (Parry 30ret, Saxelby 20); Bredbury 104-8 (Williams 27, Martin 22). Romiley won by 6 runs: 4 pts.  Late card: fine. 

Cheadle Hulme v Poynton Legends: cancelled due to unfit ground.   Late result: fine. 

Macclesfield v Marple: result missing.  No card received: fine. 

Open: Bollington

FIXTURES FOR WEDNESDAY, MAY 13th (6.15 p.m.)

 Group A:  Neston v Davenham; Tattenhall Wreckers v Christleton; Upton v Chester Boughton Hall. Open: Irby.

 Group B: Nantwich Cavaliers v Grappenhall; Toft v Barnton; Warrington v Alderley Edge Wizards. Open: Mobberley.

  Group C: Sale v Brooklands; Timperley v Bowdon Vale Vikings; Urmston v Bowdon. Open: Cheadle.

 Group D: Marple v Cheadle Hulme; Poynton Legends v Bredbury Saints; Romiley v Bollington. Open: Macclesfield

 O Clubs wishing to switch fixtures on Wednesday, May 27th (date of Euro Cup final United v Barca) to another day of same week should notify MTB in advance. Any changes have to be by mutual agreement, but clubs are urged to be as co-operative as possible.  

Cheshire 50s win Eric Marsh Trophy

CHESHIRE Fifties made a winning start to their season when they beat Shropshire by 111 runs to win the Eric Marsh Trophy in a pre-season friendly at Warrington on Wednesday, May 6th.

 Cheshire compiled 192-6, with 91 to Gary Cash (Marple) and 57 from new skipper Phil Thomas (Chester Boughton Hall).  Shropshire were bowled out for 81, spinner Peter Pearce (Alvanley) taking 5-18 and Chris Lees (Romiley) 4-5.

 Cheshire open their 50 Plus county championship programme against Derbyshire at Duffield on Tuesday, May 12th (1.30 p.m.) 

 O THE new Cheshire Sixties team open their Spitfire County championship programme against Worcestershire at Halesowen also on Tuesday, May 123trh (1.30 p.m.). 
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Fred Graham T20 Trophy begins

THE first round of the Fred Graham T 20 Trophy has got under way with Cheadle Hulme beating Timperley and Neston winning at Birkenhead Park. Scores: 

TIMPERLEY v CHEADLE HULME on Thursday, May 7: Cheadle Hulme 179-6 (20 overs: Battye 62, Wilde 36, Holes 30, Leathley 3-32); Timperley 77-9 (20 overs: Rudd 23no). 

 Cheadle Hulme won by 102 runs.

 BIRKENHEAD PARK v NESTON on Sunday, May 10: Neston 182; Birkenhead Park 179.  

Neston won by 3 runs.

 Poynton host Heaton Mersey in the final match of the first round on Monday, May 11th
ROUND TWO DRAW (all games to be completed by June 1st)

 Neston v Upton; Irby v Oxton; Oakmere v Oulton Park: Chester Boughton Hall v Widnes;

Tattenhall v Nantwich; Middlewich v Christleton; Mobberley v Sale; Brooklands v Urmston (Friday, May 22nd, 6.15 p.m.).

Cheadle Hulme v Marple; Didsbury v Bowdon; Toft v Grappenhall; Macclesfield v Alderley Edge (holders); Bollington v Hyde; Stockport Georgians v Bredbury St. Mark’s; Burnage v Bramhall;

Poynton or Heaton Mersey v Cheadle.

 Clubs are urged to arrange games ASAP and immediately notify Fixture Secretary. 

 Home clubs are reminded that they should telephone the result and highlights in the normal way immediately after the game and also submit a result sheet, but pitch ratings and umpires’ assessments are not required. 

Play-cricket.com

ANY system issues should be referred to the League webmasters at dsooty54@btinternet.com.

 Anyone wishing to gain access to the full set-out League results and other stats should enter via Cheshirecountycl.play-cricket.com/scoreboard/results.asp

Saturday, May 2nd revisited

LEAGUE chairman David Humpage visited Hyde, Stockport Georgians, Cheadle Hulme, Alderley Edge, Middlewich and Nantwich, He expressed pleasure at the condition of all six grounds.   

 PREMIER LEAGUE PITCH REPORTS:  4 marks: Alderley Edge, Nantwich, Neston; 3 marks: Chester Boughton Hall; Hyde, Oulton Park.  

  Andy Worrall (Alderley Edge) claimed two catches and two stumpings v Bowdon …………Gareth Cross’s three wickets in over for Bowdon at Alderley Edge accounted for three Ws, not Walcott, Worrall and Weekes, but Roger Wilkinson, Andy Worrall and Jason Whittaker …James Duffy (76no) and Dave Fitzsimmons (16) enjoyed 100 run partnership for second wicket for Hyde v Didsbury ….Nantwich v Oxton game finished overtime after Dabbers had taken five minutes short of four hours to bowl 60 overs and have had  five points deducted …Danny Leech (52) and Rick Moore (49) 100 runs stand for second wicket v Macclesfield.

 FIRST DIVISION PITCH REPORTS: 5 marks Christleton, Cheadle Hulme; 4 marks Bramhall

3 marks: Heaton Mersey; 2 marks Timperley, Upton. 

  Stand of 114 for third Urmston wicket at Christleton between Adam Landy (74) and J. Knight-Gibson (63). Christleton gained seven points from this game, not six as originally reported…Openers Mal Agar (carried his bat for 111) and R. Heaney (35) put on 115 for Warrington at Cheadle Hulme …No scorebox available for Heaton Mersey v Irby game .  Aussie wicket-keeper/batsman Dean Hayes scored 78 runs and took three catches for Irby in this matcgh …Grappenhall’s three wickets win at Timperley earned them 20 points not 25 as approved on result sheet by umpires and captains …Jimmy Williams (Poynton) took 3-9 and James Williams 4-49 for Upton in same game … No team has yet topped 250 runs and no bowler has  taken six wickets.

  SECOND DIVISION PITCH REPORTS: 4 marks: Middlewich, Mobberley, Stockport Georgians; 3 marks: Bollington, Tattenhall.  The result sheet from Birkenhead Park is missing. 

 Calum Rowe (66 not out) carried his bat through Bollington innings of 153 at Sale, resulting in 14 runs defeat …No team yet topped 250 runs in any innings.

 Umpires reports co-ordinator Ken Spilsbury reports only one card short for Saturday, May 2nd, from Poynton.  Poynton have yet to submit a card in the first three weeks of the season. 
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National win for Nantwich

NANTWICH beat NS&SCL premiership champions Moddershall by 25 runs in the first round of the National Club championship on Sunday, May 3rd.   It was the first time the Dabbers had met a club from Staffs in a competitve game since they left that league in 1996.

 Scores: Nantwich 214-5 (Chris Simpson 112); Moddershall 189 (C. Beech 100, Neil Davies 4-13). 

 Other CCL clubs who survived round one were Hyde and Neston, who are now away to Colwyn Bay

Cheshire Cup 2nd round draw

DRAW for the second round of the Cheshire Cup on Sunday, May 17th (1.30 p.m.):

 BREDBURY ST. MARK’s v GRAPPENHALL (umpires Lofthouse and Kirkbright); Birkenhead St. Mary’s v BOLLINGTON (Hadfield and Hanaby); POYNTON v URMSTON (R. Davis & G. Hill); MIDDLEWICH v CONGLETON (Spires and Sutton); BURNAGE v Winnington Park (Drury & Murphy); Romiley v Davenham (Herring 0161 331 8151 & Harris 01457 864 263); Old Parkonians v Crewe (Young 01352 755 881 & Wellsteed); Cheadle Hulme Ladybridge v Bowdon Vale (Wagstaff  01606 301 271 & Hughes 0161 976 2431); Malpas v Chester Co. Officers (Abberley 01606 301 2271 & Fletcher 01477 537 102)

 BIRKENHEAD PARK v BROOKLANDS (Kinsey & Williams); Lymm Oughtrington Park v Caldy (Lawson 01606 76587 & Hutchinson 01606 882 669); BRAMHALL v SALE (Silver & T Hill) to be played on Sunday, May 24th; TIMPERLEY v Stockport (Hayes & Lowe); CHEADLE HULME v CHEADLE (Whitehead  01625 260 159); HEATON MERSEY v UPTON (Burns & Hacking); Elworth v Lindow (Forster 01270 626 570 & Cooper 01270 587 141); Rode Park & Lawton v Weaverham (Myatt 01270 767 206 & Bennion 01270 213 543); MARPLE v Northwich (Speakman & Smith); Styal v IRBY (Squibbs 0161 476 6392 & Tweats 01260 280 020).

Shankar for Heywood

NESTON’s Lancashire county contracted batsman Adrian Shankar was directed to act as stand in professional for Heywood in the Central Lancashire League on Sunday.  Shankar has scored two runs in three innings so far for Neston.  

 With notification made in advance, this is in accord with League regulations.

Burnage Overseas player

BURNAGE have registered the League’s 27th Overseas player.  He is Haider Tirmzi, a Pakistani leg-spin bowling all-rounder, aged 15. 

 Known as Syed, he has played schools cricket in his home country and is currently studying at Burnage Media Arts College. 

Great Manchester Charity Run

ANDY Reynolds informs Newsletter that he will be one of 11 Bramhall members running for charity in the Great Manchester Run on Sunday, May 17th.

 Says Andy: “In running the 10 kilometre race through the City of Manchester, we’re raising money for Christie’s Cancer Hospital, which carries out great research into the treatment of cancer and this includes our president Peter Babbage, who was seriously ill with leukaemia last winter.  The hospital recently lost £6.5M in the Icelandic Banking collapse and is struggling to reclaim this.

 “We have already raised £1,000 and would ask players and members of clubs in the league to contribute as generously as they can to our cause.  Donations can be accepted at our webpage: www.justgiving.com/10kforChristies.”

  Credit and debit cards are accepted and donors can choose for the tax to be reclaimed in the Gift Aid scheme.  Andy’s group will also accept cheques made out to The Christie, which can be posted to him at Bramhall Cricket Club, Church Lane, Woodford, Stockport SK7 1PQ.

 O Peter Babbage himself has been presented with a Jaguar car by members of his family to celebrate his remarkable recovery.
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Oxfordshire beat Cheshire

CHESHIRE lost by two wickets to Oxfordshire at Christleton on Sunday in their second Minor Counties Cup game.  Oxford now top the group with three wins and  Cheshire may need to win both remaining games to qualify for the quarter-finals. 

 Skipper Andy Hall (Bramhall) top-scored with 72 in Cheshire’s tally of 284-9, other good innings coming from Warren Goodwin 46, Danny Leech 42 and James Duffy 37. Oxford were struggling at 174-6 and 253-8, but eventually overhauled Cheshire’s total with nine balls remaining at 286-8.  Danny Berry took 3-33 and Oulton Park’s Rick Moore, who made his first appearance when replacing the injured James Hawley, claimed 2-67.
 Cheshire’s third fixture is against Shropshire at Wem on Sunday, May 17th (11 a.m.). 

CHESHIRE women lost by seven wickets to Yorkshire at New Rover, Leeds, on Sunday.  Scores: Cheshire 123 (Lauren Griffiths 31); Yorkshire 124-3 (Dawn Prestridge 2-37).

 Cheshire next meet Lancashire at Alvanley on  Sunday, May 24th (11 a.m.). 

Sale’s £38,912 grant

SALE Cricket Club have been granted £38,912 through the Government’s £9.4M Community Club Development Programme, having been identified by the ECB as a club deserving support because of the strength of their junior cricket development programme.

 Chairman Rob Moore says: “We are delighted with this second grant because our priority is to upgrade the square. The whole square has been re-laid in two stages over 12 months and we are delighted with the quality of work already done.  We have installed a synthetic practice wicket to provide the best possible facilities for our 80 young members and upgrading the square will provide much improved match conditions”.

Neston lose groundsman

NESTON are losing highly-rated head groundsman John Mooney, who is quitting after 12 years to become a Sports Advisor with Rigby Taylor.

 Says chairman Phil Davis: “John has given us tremendous service and we thank him for his work in making the ground one of the best in the North-West. He will be a hard man to replace”

 Applications for this attractive job should be addressed to Mr. Davis at Neston Cricket Club, Parkgate, Neston CH64 6QJ.  E-mail: philipdavis@rentokil-initial.com

 o Neston are looking forward to Sunday, May 31st when they entertain MCC in their £750,000 pavilion opening match.  

o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o

 Alistair Davies tests your Cricket Law:  week 4

AS the bowler runs in to bowl, the striker indicates that he is not ready. However, the bowler releases the ball and the striker makes an attempt to play at it.  He makes contact with the ball with his bat and the ball goes into the air and is caught by a fielder.

 There is an appeal. …what is the umpire’s decision?

Reminder of Week 3 poser:

Under what circumstances can the umpires instruct the fielding captain to take the bowler off?

ANSWER: 

(a) The deliberate bowling a high, full-pitched ball (beamer)

(b) (b) If, after two previous warnings, the bowler bowls another ball considered by the umpire to the dangerous;
(c) After two previous warnings, the bowler runs onto the protected area;
(d) If, during an over, the bowler practices on the square;
(e) For a second offence of time wasting by any member of the fielding side, if this happens during an over, the bowler who is bowling is taken off.
(f) If the fielding side are found guilty of a second offence of changing the condition of the ball, the bowler who has bowled the previous delivery is taken off
  These items are is covered in Laws 17.1 (d); 42.3 (e) (ii); 42.7 (c) (ii); 42.8 (b); 42.9 (b) (ii); 42.12 (c) (i)
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LEAGUE FIXTURES ON SATURDAY, MAY 16th
ECB Premier League (12.30 p.m.)

ALDERLEY EDGE v NANTWICH

panel umpires:  Stan Davies & Terry Hill

CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL v DIDSBURY     John Lofthouse & Geoff Wellsteed

HYDE v BOWDON



Stuart Anderson & Glyn Roberts

NESTON v MACCLESFIELD


Don Flanagan & Ian Greensmith

OULTON PARK v OXTON


George Murphy & Chris Smith

WIDNES v TOFT



Alistair Davies & Dave Sutton

First Division (1 p.m.)

BRAMHALL v IRBY
Garry Hambleton & Ian Ramage (tel. 

 07818 252818)

CHEADLE HULME v CHEADLE

George Hill & John Silver

CHRISTLETON v GRAPPENHALL

Jon Hacking & Liam Spires

TIMPERLEY v POYNTON


Dave Goulding & Tom Spencer

UPTON v HEATON MERSEY


Bob Cunningham & Ray Prescott

WARRINGTON v URMSTON


Barrie Burns & Noel Cornes

Second Division (1 p.m.)

BOLLINGTON v BIRKENHEAD PARK

Rick Davis & Ian Drury

MARPLE v BURNAGE



Peter Bolger & Paul Wilgose

MIDDLEWICH v BROOKLANDS

Don Speakman & Brent Wilkinson

MOBBERLEY v OAKMERE


Brian Jones & Allan Lewis

STOCKPORT GEO. v BREDBURY ST. MK.
Sandy Scrimgeour and Jim Whitehead (tel.







01625 260 159).

TATTENHALL v SALE



Colin Byrom & Ged Kinsey

PREMIERSHIP FIXTURE CHANGES

Clubs have agreed to the following fixture changes due to Summer Balls and resulting boundary restrictions:

Saturday, June 27th becomes:       1st XIs Chester Boughton Hall v Alderley Edge




                  2nd XIs: Alderley Edge v Chester Boughton Hall

Saturday, August 15th becomes:   1st XIs: Alderley Edge v Chester Boughton Hall;

                                                         2nd XI: Chester Boughton Hall v Alderley Edge. 

Clubs are also reminded that they may bring forward the starting times of fixtures on Saturday, June 6th to accommodate any Cheshire players travelling that evening to Falmouth Cornwall for next day’s Minor Counties match in Cornwall.  

 If any agreements are reached, the home club should inform the Fixture Secretary.  

 Mike.t-b@virgin.net:  May 11 / 09

