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First win for Didsbury

LAST season’s First Division champions Didsbury registered their maiden ECB Premier League victory at Chester Boughton Hall, leaving their hosts the only top flight team yet to taste success.

 Things looked dodgy for Paul Sperring’s men when they performed one of their now characteristic slumps to 55-5 chasing a modest 139 as Alex Kegg (3-46) made early inroads. But the skipper himself (52) and Nick Anderson (45) added 88 without being parted for the sixth wicket to see the points safely collected.

 Earlier, the Boughton Hall innings had gone in the opposite direction to 139 all out after reaching 99-2, Warren Goodwin 56 and Hayden Butterworth 43 adding 95 for the third wicket. The next eight batsmen added only 40 runs as former Poynton left-arm spinner Jamie Maltman went through them with a remarkable return of 6-18. 

 Neston shot up to second place only eight points behind leaders Bowdon by virtue of their third win, proving too strong for Macclesfield at Parkgate. They registered a comfortable eight wickets victory after restricting their visitors to 168-8, Ben Morrison 64, Tom Parfett 53, left arm spinner Paul Stimson 4-40. Neston batted well in reply and after consistent skipper Jack Smith had been dismissed for 64, in-form teenager David Hurst went on to finish with 74 not out.

 Bowdon stay top thanks to a fine all-round performance by Lancashire’s Gareth Cross at Hyde. Normally Lancashire’s one-day wicket-keeper, the versatile Cross took 5-12 of 13 overs with his deceptive medium pacers to help bowl Hyde out for 99, James Duffy 39.  Cross then contributed a key innings of 66 as Bowdon limped home on 103-6, Rob Woolley 3-31. 

Toft duo rout Widnes

 Widnes had their good start to the season spoiled when they lost at home to Toft by seven wickets, their normally strong batting line-up crumbling to 123 all out against the unchanged pace and spin partnership of Dorset’s Rupe Kitzinger, 5-58 and Tasmanian Josh Bean, 5-53.   Pat Roberts hit 53 in Toft’s comfortable reply.

 Champions Alderley Edge surged back after two defeats, beating Nantwich by five wickets. The Dabbers declared on 196-8, Rob Cook-Sievwright 43, Sohail Rauf 3-31 and Alderley went on to win at 199-5, thanks to an unbroken sixth wicket partnership worth 93 between Roger Wilkinson (85) and Lancashire’s Oliver Newby (51).  The Nantwich attack was handicapped when veteran paceman Barrington Browne left the field injured after taking 3-27. This was Nantwich’s third defeat in a row as they wait for their former New Zealand Test batsman Lou Vincent to hit his first half-century. 

 Thanks to a big-hitting innings of 161 from Cheshire left-hander Danny Leech – this second century taking his individual tally to 432 - and 58 from Rick Moore, Oulton Park amassed 303-4 against Oxton at Little Budworth, Andy Birley’s fieldsmen dropping the centurion four times.  As Oxton went on to hold out for a draw at 166-6 thanks to a fighting 64 from Chris Davies, spectators were left wondering whether home skipper Nathan Dumelow should have declared earlier in a game already reduced by two overs through rain. 

May 16 Newsletter . ……….2

DIVISION 1

Bramhall crush Irby

BRAMHALL were comfortable winners of the big match in Division One, knocking Irby off top spot by a convincing eight wickets margin at Church Lane.

 Irby were bowled out for 132 by the spin partnership of Damien Stringer, 5-46 and Simon Wilkinson, 3-34. Former Poynton all-rounder Stringer went on to star with the bat scoring a dominant unbeaten 81 which helped his side establish a 14 points lead.

 Cheadle Hulme moved up to third place following an impressive four wickets ‘derby’ victory over Cheadle at Grove Park. They were helped by two impressive performances from their Derbyshire Academy youngsters. One was Matt Higginbottom, whose 3-21 (and 3-25 by Ewan McCray) helped send Cheadle back for 122.  Then teenage batsman/wicket-keeper Chris Durham top-scored with a stylish unbeaten 54 as ‘Hulme replied with 123-6.  

Grappers move up

Grappenhall’s improvement continued with a three wickets win on the near-perfect batting strip at Christleton, the home side posting 185-3, former Middlewich opener David Bates hitting 78 not out, Simon Ratcliffe 40.  Grappers made it with an over to spare thanks to Steve Titchard’s unbeaten 73 and 56 from Will Sharp.   

 Timperley spirits were raised by winning a low-scoring game against Poynton at Stockport road.  Outstanding this season, Paul Gould carried his bat with 61 in Poynton’s miserable 111, Mark Leathley taking 6-46 and Matt Wilkie 3-34.  Timperley also struggled against the pace of Aussie Leon Guthridge, 5-40, before edging home by three wickets. 

 Heaton Mersey shaded the draw points 10-8 at Upton after posting 155, Matt Norbury 45, James Williams 4-32.  Upton reached 132-8, George Earl 41, Mark Bennett 4-42.

 First fixture casualty of the season was Warrington v Urmston at Walton Lea where both sides took nine points under the contentious increased points rule voted in by clubs .     

DIVISION 2

Oakmere break duck

NEW boys Oakmere won their first game in impressive style at Mobberley where they were set to score 192 and did so with just three balls of a fine match to spare.

 Mobberley batted well to total 191-6 (Jonny Thompson 58) and Oakmere squeezed home at 192-6, Paul Guilford contributing 46, Rob Lyons 39 and Peter Yearsley 36.  

 Middlewich continued their trail-blazing at the top with an eight wickets demolition of Brooklands at Haddon Field, which looked a picture following more hard winter work by groundsman Geoff Tomlinson.  His son Gavin (5-37) was chiefly responsible for dismissing a below-strength Brooklands side for 125, after which the Middlewich made hay with buoyant skipper James Cornford unbeaten on 48.

 Sale stay hard on Middlewich’s heels after their fourth win, by eight wickets at Tattenhall and things are looking good for the Dane road men at this early stage. Tatters declared on 155-9, John Taylor and Rick Halkon both claiming 4-43  after which the Sale batsmen won comfortaby at 159-2, Hassan Kahn 49 not out Danny Halkon 45.

Low-scoring at Bolly

After their long journey the width of the county, Birkenhead Park were dismissed for 95 and lost by five wickets at Bollington’s Recreation Ground, Tom Cullen taking 6-28 and Mo Ali 4-27. Park made Bolly struggle after an early tea and Alistair Cairns took 4-19 to earn some bowling points for his side 

 Burnage produced their best result so far to win by five wickets at Marple. The home side declared on 183-9, James Crisall 49, Dominic Michael 49, Sajid Mahmood 5-73. To which Burnage replied with 185-5.

 First divisional casualty to the weather was Stockport Georgians v Bredbury St. Mark’s, morning rain creating a saturated outfield.  
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Premier League scores

ALDERLEY EDGE v NANTWICH (won toss)

 Nantwich 196-8 dec. (55 overs: R.Cook-Sievwright 44, R. Howell 31, S. Ogilby 30, S. Rauf 3-31, R. Wilkinson 3-71.

 Alderley Edge 199-5 (50 overs: R. Wilkinson 85no, O. Newby 51no, B. Browne 3-27).

Alderley Edge (25 pts.) beat Nantwich ( 9 pts.) by 5 wickets.

CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL v DIDSBURY (toss)

 Chester 139 (47 overs: W. Goodwin 56, H. Butterworth 43, J  Maltman 6-18).

 Didsbury 143-5 (51 overs: P. Sperring 52no, N. Anderson 45no, A. Kegg 3-46).

Didsbury (20 pts.) beat Chester Boughton Hall (7 pts.) by 5 wickets.

HYDE v BOWDON (toss)

 Hyde 99 (36 overs: J. Duffy 39, G. Cross 5-16).

 Bowdon 103-6 (38 overs: G. Cross 66, R. Woolley 3-31).

Bowdon (20 pts.) beat Hyde (5 pts.) by 4 wickets.

NESTON v MACCLESFIELD (toss)

 Macclesfield 168-8 dec. (55 overs: B. Morrison 64, T. Parfett 53, P. Stimson 4-40).

 Neston 169-2 (48 overs: D. Hurst 74no, J. Smith 64.)

Neston (25 pts.) beat Macclesfield (7 pts.) by 8 wickets.

OULTON PARK v OXTON (toss)

 Oulton Park 303-4 dec. (54 overs: D. Leech 161, R. Moore 56, B. Spendlove 46no).

 Oxton 166-8 (54 overs: C. Davies 64, N. Dumelow 3-33.  Reduced to 108 overs.
Drawn: Oulton Park 16 pts. Oxton 7 pts. 

WIDNES (toss) v TOFT

 Widnes 123 (45 overs: A. Duckers 25, R. Kitzinger 5-58, J. Bean 5-53).

 Toft 124-3 (31 overs: P. Roberts 43, E. Bones 38no).

Toft (25 pts.) beat Widnes (4 pts.) by 7 wickets.

Pick of the week:

 Batting: Danny Leech (Oulton Park) 161;

 Bowling: Jamie Maltman (Didsbury) 6-16 v Chester Boughton Hall.

 All-rounder: Gareth Cross (Bowdon) 66 and 5-12 v Hyde. 

First Division details

BRAMHALL (won toss) v IRBY

 Irby 132 (44 overs: D. Stringer 5-46, S. Wilkinson 3-34).

 Bramhall 135-2 (31 overs: D. Stringer 81no).

Bramhall (20 pts.) beat Irby (5 pts.) by 8 wickets.

CHEADLE HULME (toss) v CHEADLE

 Cheadle 122 (46 overs: G. Chessari 25, M. Higginbottom 3-21, E. McCray 3-25).

 Cheadle Hulme 123-6 (37 overs: C. Durham 54no).

Cheadle Hulme (20 pts.) beat Cheadle (7 pts.) by 4 wickets.

CHRISTLETON v GRAPPENHALL (toss)

 Christleton 183-3 dec. (50 overs: D. Bates 78no, S. Ratcliffe 40).

 Grappenhall 186-7 (49 overs: S. Titchard 73no, W. Sharp 56, P. Allen 3-41, M. Parkinson 3-61).

Grappenhall (20 pts.) beat Christleton (10 pts.) by 3 wickets.
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TIMPERLEY (toss) v POYNTON

 Poynton 111 (41 overs: P. Gould 61no, M. Leathley 6-46, M. Wilkie 3-34).

 Timperley 114-7 (35 overs: L. Guthridge 5-40.

Timperley (20 pts.) beat Poynton (6 pts.) by 3 wickets.

UPTON (toss) v HEATON MERSEY

 Heaton Mersey 145 (50 overs: M. Norbury 45, W. Rashid 32, J. Williams 4-32)

 Upton 132-8 (50 overs: G. Earl 41, M Bennett 4-42, W. Rashid 3-46).

Match drawn: Heaton Mersey 10 pts. Upton 8pts. 

WARRINGTON v URMSTON.

Match cancelled due to rain:  9 pts. each. 

Pick of the week:

 Batting: Damien Stringer (Bramhall) 81no v Irby

 Bowling: Mark Leathley (Timperley) 6-46 v Poynton

 All-rounder: Damien Stringer (Bramhall) 81not out and 5-46 v Irby. 

.Division Two scores

BOLLINGTON (won toss) v BIRKENHEAD PARK

 Birkenhead Park 95 (45 overs: T. Cullen 6-28, M. Ali 4-27).

 Bollington 96-5 (28 overs: M Ali 29, A. Cairns 4-19).

Bollington (20 pts.) beat Birkenhead Park (3 pts.) by 5 wickets.

MARPLE (toss) v BURNAGE

 Marple 183-9 dec. (50 overs: J. Crisall 69, D. Michael 49, S. Mahmood 5-73).

 Burnage 185-5 (49 overs: H. Ahmed 41, T. Mahmood 37, R. Baig 32).                             

Burnage (25 pts.) beat Marple (9 pts.) by 5 wickets.

MIDDLEWICH (toss) v BROOKLANDS

 Brooklands 125 (38 overs: C. Hart 30, G. Tomlinson 5-37).

 Middlewich 126-2 (29 overs: J. Cornford 48no, R. Clorley 37).

Middlewich (20 pts.) beat Brooklands (5 pts.) by 8 wickets.

MOBBERLEY v OAKMERE (toss)

 Mobberley 191-6 dec. (50 overs: D. Leonard 39)

 Oakmere 192-6 (49.3 overs: P. Guilford 46, P. Yearsley 36, P. Burrell 3-56). 

Oakmere (20 pts.) beat Mobberley (10 pts.) by 4 wickets. 

STOCKPORT GEORGIANS v BREDBURY ST. MARK’s

Match cancelled due to rain: 9 pts. each

TATTENHALL v SALE (toss)

 Tattenhall 158-9 dec. (50 overs: B. Mitchell 43, P. Kettle 34, J. Taylor 4-43, R. Halkon 4-43).

 Sale 159-2 (47 overs: H. Khan 49no, D. Halkon 45).

Sale (20 pts.) beat Tattenhall (7 pts.) by 8 wickets.

Pick of the Week:

 Batting: James Crisall (Marple) 69 v Burnage

 Bowling: Tom Cullen (Bollington) 6-28 v Birkenhead Park.

 All-rounder: Mo Ali (Bollington) 29 and 4-27 v Birkenhead Park.
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TABLES  INCLUDING  GAMES

 ON SATURDAY, MAY 16th

ECB Premier League
P
W25
W20
D
Ab
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts. 

BOWDON

5
1
3
1
0
0
11
5
103

NESTON

5
1
2
1
0
1
23
9
99

OULTON PARK

5
0
3
1
0
1
25
8
95

ALDERLEY EDGE
5
2
1
0
0
2
4
9
83

HYDE


5
2
1
0
0
2
4
8
82

TOFT


5
1
1
0
0
3
20
8
73

WIDNES

5
0
3
0
0
2
8
5
73

* NANTWICH (5)
5
1
1
0
0
3
12
12
64

OXTON


5
0
1
2
0
2
25
10
59

CHESTER BO. HALL
5
0
0
2
0
3
27
20
51

MACCLESFIELD
5
0
1
1
0
3
171
11
50

DIDSBURY

5
0
1
0
0
4
12
9
41

* 5 points deducted for slow over rate v Oxton Saturday, May 2nd. 

First Division

P
W25
W20
D
Ab
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts. 

BRAMHALL

5
1
3
1
0
0
13
4
104

IRBY


5
1
2
1
0
1
18
5
90

CHEADLE HULME
5
1
1
2
0
1
16
11
76

GRAPPENHALL
5
0
2
1
0
2
19
9
70

HEATON MERSEY
5
0
2
2
0
1
12
13
69

CHEADLE

5
0
2
1
0
2
18
8
68

URMSTON

5
0
2
0
1
2
10
6
65

POYNTON

5
0
2
1
0
2
7
13
62

TIMPERLEY

5
0
2
0
0
3
7
12
59

CHRISTLETON

5
1
0
1
0
3
13
15
55

UPTON


5
0
1
1
0
3
10
13
45

WARRINGTON

5
0
0
1
1
3
16
15
42

Second Division
P
W25
W20
D
Ab
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts.

MIDDLEWICH

5
2
2
1
0
0
10
5
105

SALE


5
0
4
1
0
0
11
4
97

BOLLINGTON

5
0
4
0
0
1
8
2
90

BURNAGE

5
1
1
0
0
3
21
10
76

MOBBERLEY

5
1
1
0
0
3
17
11
73

TATTENHALL

5
1
1
1
0
2
16
9
72

BROOKLANDS

5
1
1
0
0
3
12
8
65

MARPLE

5
0
1
1
0
3
27
15
64

STOCKPORT GEO.
5
1
0
1
1
2
17
8
61

 BIRKENHEAD PARK
5
0
1
2
0
2
8
12
44

BREDBURY ST. MK.
5
0
0
2
1
2
17
14
44

OAKMERE

5
0
1
1
0
3
7
5
34
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Bowdon quit Forties

 BOWDON have resigned from the Over Forties set-up without bowling a ball.

 They had an open date the first week and could not raise a team for their visit to Urmston on Wednesday, May 13th.

 Says skipper Paul Sinclair: “Basically, we lost some senior players because of the new group set-up.  We liked the old competitive system with promotion and relegation which made cricket keener. The open dates also mean losing continuity of availability.  We might rejoin if the system is changed”.

 Bowdon’s fixtures are expunged and their players are free to join other Forties teams. 

 .  

GROUP A RESULTS

 NESTON v DAVENHAM: Davenham 35 (Thorn 4-7, Jones 2-2); Neston 36-2.

Neston won by 8 wickets: 4 pts.

TATTENHALL WRECKERS v CHRISTLETON: Christleton 76-9 (Noble 28, Brock 2-8); Tattenhall 77-7 (Johnson 3-20).

Tattenhall Wreckers won by 3 wickets: 4 pts.

UPTON v CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL: No result card. 

 Open: Irby. 

GROUP B

NANTWICH CAVALIERS v GRAPPENHALL: Nantwich 162-6 (Newton 33, Mascarenhas 32, McKeown 30, Forster 20); Grappenhall 119-7 (Critchley 30, Moss 21, Green 20).

Nantwich  Cavaliers won by 43 runs: 4 pts. 

TOFT v BARNTON: Toft 170-1 (Hope 33no, Sheldon 30no, Mitchell 30no); Barnton 89-6 (Edwards 30no).

Toft won by 81 runs: 4 pts. 

WARRINGTON v ALDERLEY EDGE WIZARDS:  Alderley Edge 95 (Hutchinson 31no, Bowler 3-25); Warrington 96-2 (Batey 33ret).  

Warrington won by 8 wickets: 4 pts. 

 Open: Mobberley. 

GROUP C

SALE SILVERBACKS v BROOKLANDS: Sale 96 (Hamm 23, Harrop 21, Pardoe 4-10); Brooklands 100-2 (Law 31ret, Jones 30ret).

Brooklands won by 8 wickets: 4 pts.

TIMPERLEY v BOWDON VALE VIKINGS: Timperley 133-4 (Nicholson 32ret, Heathcote 31ret, Fisher 30ret, Froggatt 2-18); Bowdon Vale 127-6 (Thorpe 34ret, Nicholson 3-21).

Timperley won by 6 runs: 4 pts. 

URMSTON v BOWDON: match void.  No points allotted. 
Open: Cheadle. 
GROUP D

CHEADLE HUME v MARPLE (switched from Marple): Marple 126-3 (Bayhorpe 30ret, Gavin 30ret); Cheadle Hulme 129-5 (Potts 32ret, I. Brown 24, Greasley 2-8).

Cheadle Hulme won by 5 wickets: 4 pts.

POYNTON LEGENDS v BREDBURY SAINTS: Poynton 127-6 (Longhorn 22, Turnbull 22, Bowler 21no, Martin 2-15, Dykins 2-27); Bredbury 111-6 (Martin 30ret, Hall 2-22).

Poynton Legends won by 16 runs: 4 pts. 

ROMILEY v BOLLINGTON: Bollington 112; Romiley 104.

Bollington won by 8 runs: 4 pts. 

Open: Macclesfield

Missing result: Macclesfield v Marple on May 6th.
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FORTIES’ PLACINGS AFTER TWO GAMES

GROUP A


P
W
T
C
L
Pts.

TATTENHALL WRECKERS
2
2
0
0
0
8

NESTON



2
1
1
0
0
7

*UPTON



1
1
0
0
0
4

IRBY



1
0
1
0
0
3

CHRISTLETON


2
0
0
0
2
0

DAVENHAM


2
0
0
0
2
0

*CHESTER BO. HALL

0

 * Missing result: Upton v CBH May 13. 

GROUP B

BARNTON


2
1
0
0
1
4

GRAPPENHALL


2
1
0
0
1
4

MOBBERLEY


1
1
0
0
0
4

NANTWICH CAVALIERS

2
1
0
0
1
4

TOFT



2
1
0
0
1
4

WARRINGTON


2
1
0
0
1
4

ALDERLEY EDGE WIZARDS
1
0
0
0
1
0

GROUP C

TIMPERLEY


2
2
0
0
0
8

URMSTON


1
1
0
0
0
4

BROOKLANDS


2
1
0
0
1
4

SALE SILVERBACKS

2
1
0
0
1
4

BOWDON VALE VIKINGS

2
0
0
0
2
0

CHEADLE


1
0
0
0
1
0

GROUP D

URMSTON


2
2
0
0
0
8

CHEADLE HULME

2
1
0
1
0
6

POYNTON LEGENDS

2
1
0
1
0
6

BOLLINGTON


1
0
0
0
1
0

BREDBURY SAINTS

2
0
0
0
2
0

* MARPLE


1
0
0
0
1
0

* MACCLESFIELD

0
 

* Missing: Macclesfield v Marple May 6. 


                         FIXTURES FOR WEDNESDAY, MAY 20 (6.15 p.m.)

GROUP A: Chester v Tattenhall; Christleton v Neston; Davenham v Irby. Open: Upton.

GROUP B: Alderley Edge v Toft; Barnton v Nantwich; Grappenhall v Mobberley.  Open: Warrington.

GROUP C: Bowdon Vale v Sale; Brooklands v Cheadle. Open: Urmston, Timperley. 

GROUP D: Bollington v Poynton; Bredbury v Marple; Cheadle Hulme v Macclesfield. Open: Mobberley.

  o Clubs wishing to move fixtures on Wednesday, May 27th (date of Euro Cup final United v Barca) to another day of same week should notify MTB in advance. Any changes have to be by mutual agreement, but clubs are urged to be as co-operative as possible.  

Cheshire 50s lose to Derbyshire …

CHESHIRE lost their first 50 Plus County Championship game by four wickets against Derbyshire at Duffield on Tuesday, May 12th.

 Cheshire openers put on 61, chiefly through Steve Yates (34), then Colin Norbury matched that with a breezy 34, followed by good contributions from John Fennah (29), Garry Cash (20) and Andy McIroy (20) to post a  creditable 213-6.

 Derbyshire scored only 12 runs from the first 10 overs and at 104-4 were behind the clock, especially after a brilliant Fennah  leg-side stumping.  A productive partnership of  92 followed between old adversary Rob Dumelow (47)  – father of Oulton Park’s Nathan – and Clive Crocker who crashed the ball about for an effortless unbeaten 60, taking his side home at 217-6 with two overs to spare.

 Cheshire are due to meet Cumbria at Toft on Wednesday, May 20th (1.30 p.m.).
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… but 60s triumph on debut

MAKING their debut in the somewhat inappropriately entitled Spitfire 60 Plus County championship, Cheshire Vets trounced Worcester by 110 runs at Halesowen on Tuesday, May 12th.

 Cheshire amassed 272-2 in their 45 overs after Grappenhall’s Nick Sharp (133 not out) and team manager Andy Hurworth of Irby (106) had put on a massive 230 for the third wicket.  Worcester replied with 166-7, David Cain (Timperley) 3-19. 

 Cheshire meet Leicestershire in their first home game on Tuesday, May 19th at Malpas (1.30 p.m.). 

Fred Graham T20 Trophy 1st round completed

THE first round of the Fred Graham T 20 Trophy has been completed.  Details: 

TIMPERLEY v CHEADLE HULME on Thursday, May 7: Cheadle Hulme 179-6 (20 overs: Battye 62, Wilde 36, Holes 30, Leathley 3-32); Timperley 77-9 (20 overs: Rudd 23no). 

Cheadle Hulme won by 102 runs.

BIRKENHEAD PARK v NESTON on Sunday, May 10th: Neston 182-7 (20 overs: Pavlinovich 58, Hackett 52); Birkenhead Park 179-5 (20 overs: Hunter 56, Baker 40).

Neston won by 3 runs.

POYNTON v CHEADLE HULME: Monday, May 11th : Poynton 117-8  (20 overs: Guthridge 32); Heaton Mersey 118-2 (14 overs: Bennett 45 no).

Heaton Mersey won by 8 wickets. 

Middlewich first winners in round two

MIDDLEWICH v CHRISTLETON on Thursday, May 14th:  Christleton 101-8 (17 overs: I de Silva 35, J. Cornford 3-12); Middlewich 102-1 (10 overs: J. Prime 43no, K. Clowes 31.

Middlewich won by 9 wickets (away to Tattenhall or Nantwich in round 3). 

REMAINDER OF ROUND TWO DRAW (all games to be completed by June 1st)

NESTON v UPTON (no date)

IRBY v OXTON (no date)

OAKMERE v OULTON PARK (Tuesday, May 26, 6.15 p.m.): 

CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL v WIDNES (Bank Holiday Monday, 1.30 p.m.)

TATTENHALL v NANTWICH (Tuesday, May 19th, 6.15 p.m.).

MIDDLEWICH are through

MOBBERLEY v SALE (Tuesday, May 19, 6.15 p.m.); 

BROOKLANDS v URMSTON (Friday, May 22, 6.15 p.m.).

CHEADLE HULME v MARPLE (no date)

DIDSBURY v BOWDON (no date)

TOFT v GRAPPENHALL (no date)

MACCLESFIELD (Plate holders) v ALDERLEY EDGE (Cup holders): Friday, May 22 (6.15 p.m.)

BOLLINGTON v HYDE (no date)

STOCKPORT GEORGIANS v BREDBURY ST. MARK’s (Thursday, May 21st, 6.15 p.m.)

BURNAGE v BRAMHALL (Thursday, May 21, 6.15 p.m.); 

HEATON MERSEY v CHEADLE (Thursday, May 28, 6.15 p.m.).

 Clubs are urged to arrange games ASAP and immediately notify Fixture Secretary. 

 Home clubs should telephone the result and highlights in the normal way immediately after the game and also submit a result sheet, but pitch ratings and umpires’ assessments are not required. 

The website 

HOME clubs are urged to post their T20 scores, even if only in brief detail, on the League results website.  By so doing they will be able to see the draw for the following rounds which will come up automatically.  Any system issues or problems should be referred to League webmasters Darren and Sharon Sutcliffe at dsooty54@btinternet.com.

 To access the full set-out League results and other stats enter via Cheshirecountycl.play-cricket.com/scoreboard/results.asp

 May 16 Newsletter …….9

Saturday, May 9th revisited

LEAGUE chairman David Humpage visited Urmston, Sale, Bowdon, Warrington, Widnes and Grappenhall. 

PREMIER LEAGUE PITCH REPORTS:  4 marks: Bowdon; Macclesfield; Toft; 3 marks: Oxton; Widnes.  The Didsbury (v Oulton Park) sheet is missing. 

  The top four run-scorers in the division up to May 9th were: Warren Goodwin (CBH) 285; Danny Leech (Oulton Park) 271; Jack Smith (Neston) 251; James Duffy (Hyde) 241.  Top four wicket-takers: Chris Finegan (Neston) 16; Alex Kegg (CBH) 15; James Hawley (Macclesfield) and Jason Whittaker (Alderley Edge) both 14.

 The Oxton scorebox was marked as below standard.

 Ian Spencer (Widnes) took five catches in his side’s defeat of Alderley edge.

 Neston scored 23 points in their win at Toft, not 24 as previously stated.  In this game, Toft’s Rupert Kitzinger (81) and David Brock (20 not out) put on 41 for the last wicket before their side lost by 17 runs.

FIRST DIVISION PITCH REPORTS: 5 marks Grappenhall; 4 marks: Irby; Urmston; 3 marks: Cheadle, Warrington; 2 marks: Poynton. 

 Grappenhall and Poynton umpires’ rooms both marked below standard. 

 Top run-scorers to date: Mark Bennett (Heaton Mersey) 273; Matt Dawson (Bramhall) 220; Adam Wilde (Cheadle Hulme) 173; Andy Hall (Bramhall) 147. Bowlers: Syed Shahabuddin (Heaton Mersey) 19 wickets; Ewan McCray (Cheadle Hulme) and Simon Wilkinson (Bramhall) both 14; Matt Wilkie (Timperley) 13. 

 Bramhall’s Matt Dawson carried bat for innings of 127 v Grappenhall, then took two stumpings. This game at Broad Lane was halted while fielders prevented wind-blown runaway sightscreen from disappearing through gate. 

 In Irby v Timperley game,. T. Ashling scored 54 for Timperley and Adrian Kinsey 62 for winners.

 Poynton lost at home to Heaton Mersey in league on Saturday, then to same opponents at London Road in T20 on Monday.

 Apologies to Urmston player Jamie Knight-Gregson whose surname in previous Newsletters was given as Knight-Gregory, Knight-Gardner and Knight-Gibson.  Says MT-B: handwriting on results sheets is often indistinct. As for misspelling of a double-barrelled name – tell me about it!

SECOND DIVISION PITCH REPORTS: 4 marks: Brooklands, Marple, Oakmere; 3 marks: Bredbury, Burnage, Sale. The missing result sheet from May 2 gave 3 marks for Birkenhead Park.  

 Top batsmen:  John Birchall (Brooklands) 269 runs; James Cornford (Middlewich) 261; Paul Wood (Bredbury) 213; Mark Vincent (Stockport Georgians) 195. Leading bowlers: Rick Halkon (Sale) and Mo Ali (Bollington) 14 wickets; Andy Greasley (Marple) 13; Dominic Michael (Marple) 12.

 Mobberley gained 24 points in their victory over Brooklands, not 23 as reported.  Newcomer for Mobberley Lachlan Jones scored 68 and took 3-32.

 Middlewich’s second wicket partnership against Burnage realised 166 runs between James Cornford (89 no) and Richard Clorley (82).
 Andy Splatt (Stockport Georgians) scored 53 and took 3-29 v Burnage.  The match ball failed after 30 overs in this game in which case it should be returned to MTB for replacement).

 Matt Shelton was unable to continue after bowling 4.4 overs for Marple v Bollington. Andy Greasley and Don Michael went on to bowl the remaining 45.2 overs between them.

 No team has still topped 250 runs in any innings.

  Umpires reports co-ordinator Ken Spilsbury reports a clean bill of health for games played on May 9th, but reminds captains again that they should sent in an assessment whether they are playing at home or away. 
 Near washout in Cheshire Cup

SUNDAY’S Cheshire Cup second round programme was decimated by heavy showers and only one game was resolved, although Burnage had a walk over when Winnington Park withdrew.   Said organiser Ian Greensmith: “It was Cheshire Cup day – it was bound to rain!” Results:

  Upton 103-8; Heaton Mersey 110-0 (Mark Bennett 73no, Matt Norbury 32no); Burnage wo Winnington Park. 

  Re-arranged for Sunday, May 24th :  Romiley v Davenham; Old Parkonians v Crewe; Lymm OP v Caldy; Bramhall v Sale; Marple v Northwich; Styal v Irby.

  Sunday, May 31st: Poynton v Urmston; Middlewich v Congleton; Cheadle Hulme Lady. v Bowdon Vale; Cheadle Hulme v Cheadle 
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Cheshire Cup games yet to be re-arranged: Birkenhead St. Mary’s v Bollington; Malpas v Chester County Officers; Birkenhead Park v Brooklands; Timperley v Stockport; Elworth v Lindow; Rode Park & Lawton v Weaverham. The Bredbury v Grappenhall tie is likely to be played in mid-week as a T20. 

Cheshire lose to Shropshire on D/L

RAIN ruined Cheshire’s chances of beating Shropshire in a vital Minor Counties Cup group game at Wem on Sunday.

 A match severely curtailed by heavy showers was originally reduced to 40 overs and Cheshire had batted for 7.1 when the rain returned.  It was further reduced to 15 overs each and Cheshire scored 78-4.  Under the Duckworth/Lewis method, as calculated by the home club, Shropshire were set to score 96 and did so, going on to finish in 110-2 off 11 overs.

 “It was quite chaotic, with laptops and bits of paper flying everywhere”, said Cheshire’s Jim Law ruminating on a very cold, wet and ultimately disappointing day.  

 Cheshire have one group game left, against Bedfordshire at Marple on Sunday, May 31st and with one win and two defeats, are struggling to gain a quarter-final place

 o CHESHIRE, sponsored by the Route Organisation, meet Lancashire in their latest LV Women’s County championship Division Two game at Alvanley on Sunday, May 24th (11 a.m.). 

Neston lose groundsman

NESTON are losing highly-rated head groundsman John Mooney, who is lealving after 12 years to become a Sports Advisor with Rigby Taylor.

 Says chairman Phil Davis: “John has given us tremendous service and we thank him for his work in making the ground one of the best in the North-West. He will be a hard man to replace”

 Applications for this attractive job should be addressed to Mr. Davis at Neston Cricket Club, Parkgate, Neston CH64 6QJ.  E-mail: philipdavis@rentokil-initial.com

 o Neston are eagerly looking forward to Sunday, May 31st when they entertain MCC in their £750,000 pavilion opening match.  

o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o

Alistair Davies tests your Cricket Law:  week 5

HERE’s a good one: How can a run be scored without a run being completed while a wicket is lost off the same ball, with the bowler claiming the wicket and all this with no fielder involved? 

Reminder of Week 4 poser:

AS the bowler runs in to bowl, the striker indicates that he is not ready. However, the bowler releases the ball and the striker makes an attempt to play at it.  He makes contact with his bat and the ball flies into the air and is caught by a fielder.  What should be the umpire’s response to an appeal?

ANSWER:  Surprisingly to many perhaps, the striker is out caught. Once he attempts to play the ball he has brought himself back into the game and must suffer the consequences.  

 However, had the umpire called and signalled ‘dead ball’, the striker would be protected.  If there was no possibility of a catch he would benefit from any runs scored.   See Law 23.3 (b); 32.1
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LEAGUE FIXTURES & UMPIRES

ON SATURDAY, MAY 23rd
ECB Premier League (12.30 p.m.)

BOWDON v OULTON PARK


Ian Greensmith & Paul Wilgose

DIDSBURY v NESTON



Rick Davis & Ken Rothwell

MACCLESFIELD v WIDNES


Sandy Scrimgeour & Geoff Wellsteed

NANTWICH v HYDE



Jon Hacking & Glyn Roberts

OXTON v CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL
Don Flanagan & Ged Kinsey

TOFT v ALDERLEY EDGE


George Murphy & Chris Smith 


First Division (1 p.m.)

CHEADLE v WARRINGTON


Stuart Anderson & Jim Whitehead (tels

01625 260 159 / 07810 528 103)

GRAPPENHALL v CHEADLE HULME

Bob Cunningham & Ian Drury

HEATON MERSEY v TIMPERLEY

Stan Davies & Terry Hill

IRBY v CHRISTLETON


Barrie Burns & John Isterling

POYNTON v BRAMHALL


Steve Kirkbright & John Lofthouse

URMSTON v UPTON



Steve Goron & Garry Hambleton

Second Division (1 p.m.)

BIRKENHEAD PARK v TATTENHALL

Ray Prescott & Don Speakman

BREDBURY ST. MARK’s v MARPLE

David Goulding & Peter Hayes

BROOKLANDS v STOCKPORT GEO.

Peter Bolger & David Moss

BURNAGE v BOLLINGTON


Alistair Davies & Liam Spires

OAKMERE v MIDDLEWICH


Tom Spencer &Dave Sutton

SALE v MOBBERLEY



Tom Park & John Silver
WHAT TO WATCH ON SUNDAY, MAY 24th
National Club championship 2nd round (1 p.m.)

Group 5

COLWYN BAY v NESTON

HYDE v SEFTON PARK

Group 6

WALSALL v NANTWICH

LV Women’s County championship Division 2 (11 a.m.)

CHESHIRE v LANCASHIRE (at Alvanley) 

Cheshire Cup round 2 (1.30 p.m.)

RE-ARRANGED GAMES AS LISTED ON PAGE 9-10

 Mike.t-b@virgin.net:  May 18 / 09

