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Rauf ban cut to 4 weeks, but champions’ 35 points deduction stands 

THE season-long ban imposed by the League on Alderley Edge Overseas player Sohail Rauf has been reduced to four weeks by an Appeals committee meeting at Warrington.  Rauf will now be able to return the champions’ ranks with effect from Friday, June 19th. Other League and Cup competition organisers have been informed of this decision. 

 Ordered to stand, however, is the award of the Alderley Edge v Nantwich match on May 16th (which Alderley won by 25 pts – 9) to Nantwich, plus the deduction of a further 10 penalty points from Alderley Edge’s record. 

 The Appeals Committee headed by John Bygate, also comprising Rob Arnold, Brian Boys and Harry Sharrock, took their decision after hearing an explanation, by Alderley Edge’s representatives, for the unauthorised appearance Sohail Rauf made as stand-in professional for Burslem in the Staffordshire Cup on Sunday May 10th .

 The committee reminded clubs that they must abide by Regulation 7 c ii which reads: ‘No player currently playing in the League may play in a league or cup game outside the League. Any player wishing to do so must apply in advance to the Cricket Committee for permission.  Failure to do so will render the player ineligible for future games in the League’.

 They stressed that clubs should make players aware of this rule.  

Alderley Edge statement

In a statement to Newsletter, Alderley Edge captain Mark Walker writes:

 “I would like it emphasised that the Appeal panel unanimously believed that neither myself, nor anyone at Alderley Edge CC had any awareness that Sohail had played in the game in question. It is extremely important in demonstrating Alderley’s lack of culpability and amplifying how harsh that part of the penalty is. This potentially fatal blow to our hopes of retaining the league title has been laid upon us, irrespective of the fact that by everyone’s admission, we could do nothing about it, especially as the players are all made aware of the rules prior to each season.

  “Rest assured that our motivation for the rest of the season will be to demonstrate that whatever actions are taken against us, we will still be in there fighting.”

TRANSFER OF PLAYERS

THE transfers of three players with effect from Saturday, May 30th have been approved.  They involve:

 Stuart Grant (from Lowerhouse, Lancashire League, to Sale);

 James Taylor (from Wigan, Liverpool Competition, to Grappenhall);

 Peter Pearce (from Alvanley, Cheshire League, to Oakmere).

  Clubs are advised that if they wish to secure the transfer of players from outside or inside the league, they need to complete the appropriate transfer form, the main purpose being to ensure that the players have paid dues to their present clubs.  These forms can be obtained from the Competition Secretary. 

 o Following the intercession of the League, Suliman Khan has cleared his debts with former club Mobberley  and is clear to continue playing for Flixton. 
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WIDNES ONLY PREMIER WINNERS

ON SEASON’S HOTTEST DAY

ON a boiling hot day when bowlers were not at their best, five of the six ECB Premier League games were drawn, only Widnes claiming maximum points. 

 Widnes dismissed bottom of the table Didsbury for 172, Greg Dixon 44, with former Pakistan Test paceman Atur Rehman bowling unchanged to return the magnificent figures of 25-7-68-8. Widnes coasted home at 174-2 in 36 overs, Tony Hurdley (76 not out) and teenager Ben Williams (42) adding 116 for the second wicket to help clinch 25 points.

 Bowdon stay top although they failed to polish off Chester Boughton Hall who gave an encouraging display, although they remain the only team in the league without a win. Brian Jones hit 78 and Ian Claridge 60 in Bowdon’s 247-6 declared, to which Chester replied with 196-8 after being 72-5, Andy Pembroke 62 not out, Ollie Law 41, Adam Syddall 3-26.

 Oxton had the better (by 15 points to 9) of a drawn game against Wirral rivals Neston at Parkgate after posting 208-7, Lee Dixon 47, Chris Davies 43, Neil Cross 42, Dan Manchett 3-14.  Neston had their last pair at the crease at stumps on 172-9, in-form skipper Jack Smith scoring 97, while former Nestonian Lee Dixon took 4-33.  

 Before the end of June, Neston are due to host Oxton twice more, in the Fred Graham T20 and the Cheshire Cup.  

 Centuries for both Nantwich openers

After experiencing a batting drought in the first six weeks of the campaign, Nantwich openers Rob Howell and Chris Simpson (both 103) put on 177 runs at Oulton Park. 

 With former New Zealand Test batsman Lou Vincent (53) topping the half-ton for the first time, the Dabbers closed on 297-6, Nathan Dumelow 3-50.  Oulton looked dead and buried at 41-6, but lost no further wickets thanks to Danny Leech (90) and a gritty effort from Guy Emmett (9) who batted together for two hours. They closed on 153-6 to take seven points to Nantwich’s 15.  Leech became the first league batsman to top 500 runs when he reached 60. Jamie Warrington and Barrington Browne shared the six wickets to fall. 

 With a 16-10 return, Toft had the better of their drawn game against Macclesfield at Booth Park.  Andy Roberts scoring a sizzling 117 and Simon Hardstaff 53, while Ian Tate claimed 3-51 as Toft declared on 247-9.  Barney Cutbill’s men held out in determined style at 168-7, teenage spinner Danny Hancock claiming 3-21.

 With much ground to make up after their 35 points deduction, champions Alderley Edge managed only a losing draw at home to Hyde after being bowled out for 188 in 60 overs, Mark Walker 43, Tom Young 4-24.  Hyde reached 128-8, Jason Whittaker 3-41. 

DIVISION 1

First win for Warrington

AFTER being routed for 40 at Cheadle seven days earlier, Warrington recorded the first victory of their First Division season, a satisfying one of 71 runs against local rivals Grappenhall at Walton Lea.

 Chris Kirby top-scored with 49 in Warrington’s tally of 184-7, after which Grappenhall were bowled out for 113.  Steve Heydon took 4-25 and fellow Aussie Steve Carlile 3-24.

 Bramhall extended their top of the table advantage to 30 points with a maximum return at home to Heaton Mersey, whom they bowled out for 138,  Syed Shahabuddin 48, Simon Wilkinson 5-45. Bramhall went on to win by seven wickets, Damien Stringer 52, Andy Hall 46, Shahabuddin 3-47.

 Irby regained second place with a 16-12 points draw against Cheadle Hulme at Grove Park.  Australian wicket-keeper/batsman Dean Hayes played a superb innings of 156 – the highest divisional tally of the season – in Irby’s 251, Ewan McCray 5-86. ‘Hulme  recovered from 11-3 to post 196-8, Richard Battye 38, Mark Newman 3-46.

Ashwin Punja makes his mark

 Urmston continued their upsurge with an impressive nine wickets home win against Cheadle when the recently-arrived Ashwin Punja made his mark. The popular Man from Bangalore took 4-11 in Cheadle’s all out 146 (Rana Malook 50 not out), then lead his side‘s reply of 147-1 with a not out 61, aided by Mike Ness, 55 also not out.

 Christleton’s  talented Sri Lankan batsman Iroshan de Silva scored a silky unbeaten 126 to help his side beat Poynton by six wickets in a high-scoring game at Little Heath.  Brian Kingham hit  112 not 
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out to help Poynton declare on 234-4.  But Christleton topped that, also for the loss of four batsmen, thanks to de Silva and Simon Ratcliffe’s 66.

 Upton booted Timperley into the relegation zone with a 23 runs home win in a much lower scoring game.  James Williams top-scored with 43 in Upton’s modest 134, Matt Wilkie 4-44, but Timperley could muster only 111, Wilkie 36, Ian Linwood 4-13, James Williams 4-32.

DIVISION 2

Bollington go top

WITH a comfortable home win against Tattenhall, Bollington leap-frogged to the top of Division Two while rivals Middlewich and Sale played out a thrilling draw.

 Bollington totalled 182-7, Abdul Aqeel 51, then dismissed Tattenhall for 136, Mo Ali 5-36, Aqeel 4-38.

 It was much closer in the clash of unbeaten Middlewich and Sale, the Dane road men batting first to declare on 204-7, thanks almost entirely to a fine knock of 100 not out from Hassam Khan.  Middlewich were up with the clock while skipper James Cornford was going well, but when he was out for 60, his side lost impetus and closed just one run short at 203-8, Steven Parry 55 not out.  Khan also proved his worth with the ball by taking 5-61 as Sale edged the points 14-10.

 Stockport Georgians moved up to fourth place with a seven wickets home victory over Oakmere, who batted well enough to post 185, Paul Hutchinson 50, Andy Splatt 6-78.  Georgians replied with 186-3, the consistent Mark Vincent, 84 not out, putting on 104 for the fourth wicket with Nick Tyers, 42.

Brooklands’ fifth defeat

 Last season’s runaway Meller Braggins Cheshire League champions Brooklands suffered their fifth defeat at Marple where the home side’s Gary Cash, 91 not out and Dominic Michael, 63,  helped their side declare at 204-6.  Brooklands were then bowled out for 161, John Birchall 50, Andy Greasley 4-26.

 Bredbury St. Mark’s dismissed Burnage cheaply for 80 at Mauldeth Road, Chris Wood 4-20, then knocked off the runs in 22 overs at 81-3, Paul Wood 38 not out, Nadeem Abbas 3-38.

 By contrast, there were 463 runs scored on a fine batting wicket at Mobberley, the home side posting 243-9, David Leonard 69, David Johnson 51, N. Quinn 4-59. Visitors Birkenhead Park had one of their better days with the bat, replying with 220-9, Tommy Hunter 65, A. Liu 48, Lachlan Jones 6-78. 

PICK OF WEEK

Premier League 

Batting: Andy Roberts (Toft) 117 v Macclesfield.

Bowling: Atur Rehman (Widnes) 8-68 v Didsbury.

All-rounder: Lee Dixon (Oxton) 43 and 4-33 v Neston.

First Division: 

Batting: Dean Hayes (Irby) 156 v Cheadle Hulme. 

Bowling: Simon Wilkinson (Bramhall) 5-45 v Heaton Mersey.

All-rounder: Ashwin Punja (Urmston) 61no and 4-11 v Cheadle.

Second Division 

Batting: Hassam Khan (Sale) 100no v Middlewich.

Bowling: Lachlan Jones (Mobberley) 6-78 v Birkenhead Park.

All-rounder: Hassam Khan (Sale) 100no and 5-61 v Middlewich .
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SATURDAY’S MATCH DETAILS

ECB PREMIERSHIP

ALDERLEY EDGE v HYDE (won toss)

 Alderley Edge 188 (60 overs: M. Walker 42, C. Reid 34no, T. Young 4-24); 

 Hyde 128-8 (50 overs: M. Makin 26, J. Whittaker 3-41.

Drawn: Hyde 9 pts. Alderley Edge 8.

CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL v BOWDON (toss)

 Bowdon 247-6 dec. (55 overs: B. Jones 78, I. Claridge 60no, D. Ball 43); 

 Chester 199-7 (55 overs: A. Pembroke 62no, O. Law 41, A. Shaw 31, A. Syddall 3-26).

Drawn: Bowdon 16 pts., Chester Boughton Hall 8 pts.

NESTON v OXTON (toss)

 Oxton 208-7 dec. (55 overs: L. Dixon 47, C. Davies 43, N. Cross 42, S. Stokes 37, D. Manchett 3-14); 

 Neston 172-9 (55 overs: J. Smith 97, L. Dixon 4-33.

Drawn: Oxton 15 pts. Neston 9.

OULTON PARK v NANTWICH (toss)

 Nantwich 297-6 dec. (55 overs: R. Howell 103, C. Simpson 103,  - 177 opening stand - L. Vincent 54, N. Dumelow 3-56); 

Oulton Park 153-6 (55 overs: D. Leech 90no, J. Warrington 3-45, B. Browne 3-44).

Drawn: Nantwich 15 pts., Oulton Park 7 pts.

TOFT (toss) v MACCLESFIELD

 Toft 247-9 dec. (55 overs: A. Roberts 117, S. Hardstaff 53, S. Mudalige 37, I. Tate 3-51);

 Macclesfield 168-7 (55 overs: D. Hancock 3-21).

Drawn: Toft 16 pts., Macclesfield 10. 

WIDNES v DIDSBURY (toss)

 Didsbury 172 (50 overs: G. Dixon 44, M. Fisher 38, P. Raikes 36, Atur Rehman 8-68);

 Widnes 174-2 (36 overs: .A Hurdley 76no, B. Williams 42, Z  Rehman 36no).

Widnes (25 pts.) beat Didsbury (76pts.) by 8 wickets.

DIVISION ONE

BRAMHALL v HEATON MERSEY (won toss)

 Heaton Mersey 138 (45 overs: S .Shahabuddin 48, S. Wilkinson 5-45); 

 Bramhall 139-3 (38 overs: D. Stringer 52, A. Hall 46, S. Shahabuddin 3-47).

Bramhall (25 pts.) beat Heaton Mersey (6 pts.) by 7 wickets.

CHEADLE HULME v IRBY (toss).

 Irby 251 (50 overs: D. Hayes 156, E. McCray 5-86); 

 Cheadle Hulme 196-8 (50 overs: R. Battye 38, D. Hawes 33, J. Potts 31, M. Newman jun. 3-46).

 Drawn: Irby 16 pts., Cheadle Hulme 12.

CHRISTLETON v POYNTON (toss)

 Poynton 234-4 dec. (50 overs: B. Kingham 112no, P. Gould 49); 

 Christleton 235-4 (48 overs: I. de Silva 126no, S. Ratcliffe 66, L. Guthridge 3-75).

 Christleton (25 pts.) beat Poynton (12 pts.) by 6 wickets.
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UPTON v TIMPERLEY (toss)

 Upton 134 (48 overs: J. Williams 43, M. Wilkie 4-44); 

 Timperley 111 (44 overs: M. Wilkie 36, I. Linwood 4-123, J. Williams 4-32.)

Upton (22 pts.) beat Timperley (6 pts.) by 23 runs.

URMSTON v CHEADLE (toss)

 Cheadle 146 (43 overs: R. Malook 50no, M. Samuels 43, A. Punja 4-11, S. Panda 3-52); 

 Urmston 147-1 (32 overs: A. Punja 61no, M. Ness 55no).

Urmston (25 pts.) beat Cheadle (7 pts.) by 9 wickets.

WARRINGTON v GRAPPENHALL (toss).

 Warrington 184-7 dec. (50 overs: C. Kirby 49, R. Taylor 46, L. Heaphy 30); 

 Grappenhall 113 (41 overs: S. Heydon 4-25, J. Carlile 3-24).

Warrington (24 pts.) beat Grappenhall (5 pts.) by 71 runs.

DIVISION TWO

BOLLINGTON v TATTENHALL (won toss).

 Bollington 182-7dec. (45 overs: A. Aqeel 51, R. Morris 4-54); 

Tattenhall 136 (45 overs: M. Ali 5-36, A. Aqeel 4-38).

Bollington (25 pts.) beat Tattenhall (6 pts.) by 46 runs.

BURNAGE v BREDBURY ST. MARK’s (toss)

 Burnage 80 (44 overs: C. Wood 4-20, G. Barlow 3-20); 

Bredbury 81-3 (22 overs: P. Wood 38no, N. Abbas 3-38).

Bredbury St. Mark’s (20 pts.) beat Burnage (2 pts.) by 7 wickets.

MARPLE v BROOKLANDS (toss)

 Marple 204-6 dec. (50 overs: G. Cash 91no, D. Michael 63, J. Crisall 35); 

 Brooklands 161 (48 overs: J. Birchall 50, A. Greasley 4-26, S. Lee 3-28, C. Hart 3-58).

Marple (25 pts.) beat Brooklands (6 pts.) by 43 runs.

MIDDLEWICH v SALE (toss)

 Sale 204-7 dec. (50 overs: H. Khan 100no, P. Parry 3-39, P. Davies 3-49); 

Middlewich 203-8 (50 overs: J. Cornford 60, S. Parry 55no, H. Khan 5-61).

Drawn: Sale 14 pts., Middlewich 10 pts.

MOBBERLEY (toss) v BIRKENHEAD PARK

 Mobberley 243-9 dec. (50 overs: D. Leonard 69, D. Johnson 51, P. Burrell 30, N. Quinn 4-59, A. Cairns 3-71); 

 Birkenhead Park 220-9 (50 overs: T Hunter 65, A. Liu 48, J. Crofton 36, M. Evans 30, L. Jones 6-78).

Drawn: Mobberley 17 pts. Birkenhead Park 12.

STOCKPORT GEORGIANS (toss) v OAKMERE

 Oakmere 185 (55 overs: P Hutchinson 50, R.Lyons 34, A. Splatt 6-78); 

 Stockport Georgians 186-3 (42 overs: M. Vincent 84no, N. Tyers 42).

Stockport Georgians (20 pts.) beat Oakmere (4 pts.) by 7 wickets.
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TABLES  INCLUDING  GAMES

 ON SATURDAY, MAY 30th

ECB Premier League
P
W25
W20
D
Ab
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts. 

BOWDON

7
1
4
2
0
0
21
9
139

NESTON

7
1
3
2
0
1
26
13
128

WIDNES

7
1
4
0
0
2
8
5
118

* NANTWICH 

7
2
2
1
0
2
18
12
117

OULTON PARK

7
0
3
2
0
2
27
12
103

HYDE


7
2
1
1
0
3
7
18
97

OXTON


7
0
2
3
0
2
36
15
97

TOFT


7
1
1
1
0
4
36
14
97

** ALDERLEY EDGE
7
2
1
1
0
3
6
13
81

MACCLESFIELD
7
0
1
2
0
4
24
20
68

CHESTER BO. HALL
7
0
0
3
0
4
33
27
66

DIDSBURY

7
0
1
0
0
6
16
18
54

** Alderley Edge (25) v Nantwich (9 pts.) on May 16th awarded to Nantwich, who receive residue of 16 points.  Alderley a further 10 penalty points deducted for fielding ineligible player, total 35 

 * Nantwich 5 points deducted for slow over rate

First Division

P
W25
W20
D
Ab
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts. 

BRAMHALL

7
2
3
2
0
0
21
7
142

IRBY


7
1
2
2
0
2
29
14
112

URMSTON

7
1
3
0
1
2
10
6
110

CHEADLE HULME
7
1
2
3
0
1
21
16
108

CHRISTLETON

7
2
1
1
0
3
16
15
103

HEATON MERSEY
7
0
3
2
0
2
21
15
100

CHEADLE

7
0
3
1
0
3
24
9
95

GRAPPENHALL
7
0
2
1
0
4
301
17
89

POYNTON

7
0
2
2
0
3
18
18
80

UPTON


7
0
2
1
0
4
18
16
76

TIMPERLEY

7
0
2
0
0
5
8
21
69

WARRINGTON

7
0
1
1
1
4
20
16
67

Second Division
P
W25
W20
D
Ab
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts.

BOLLINGTON

7
0
6
0
0
1
18
2
140

MIDDLEWICH

7
2
3
2
0
0
14
9
135

SALE


7
0
4
3
0
0
29
12
127

STOCKPORT GEO.
7
1
2
1
1
2
17
8
101

TATTENHALL

7
1
2
1
0
3
19
13
99

MOBBERLEY

7
1
1
2
0
3
29
18
96

MARPLE

7
0
2
1
0
4
33
20
95

BREDBURY ST. MK.
7
0
2
2
1
2
20
14
87

BURNAGE

7
1
1
0
0
5
21
16
82

BROOKLANDS

7
1
1
0
0
5
17
15
77

BIRKENHEAD PARK
7
0
1
3
0
3
14
22
61

OAKMERE

7
0
1
1
0
5
11
10
43
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Over 40s cricket

GROUP C continues to provide problems following the late withdrawal of Bowdon. 

 The advice of Fixture secretary Sandy Scrimgeour is that the fixtures in that group stand as published, while the two clubs left with open dates each week should seek friendlies with clubs open in other groups if they wish. These fixtures are clearly set out on pages 222-225 of the handbook. 

RESULTS ON WEDNESDAY / THURSDAY. MAY 27 / 28

GROUP A

IRBY v CHRSTLETON: Christleton 120-4 (Tidy 33, Barlow 25); Irby 121-5 (A. Hurworth 29, M. Newman 21).

Irby won by 5 wickets: 4 pts.

NESTON v CHESTER BOUGHTON  HALL: re-arranged to June 4.

TATTENHALL WRECKERS v UPTON: Tattenhall 73; Upton 74-3 (I. Sharrock 24no).

Upton won by 7 wickets: 4 pts.

Open: Davenham 
GROUP B

ALDERLEY EDGE WIZARDS v NANTWICH CAVALIERS: Alderley Edge 87-9 (Jackson 30); Nantwich 91-6.

 Nantwich won by 4 wickets: 4 pts.

MOBBERLEY v BARNTON:  Barnton could not raise a team.

Mobberley won by default: 4 pts.

WARRINGTON v TOFT: Toft 129-4 (Chambers 30, Ward 30); Warrington 47 (Ashley 4-13, Smith 3-13).

Toft won by 82 runs: 4 pts. 

 Open: Grappenhall. 

GROUP C

BOWDON VALE VIKINGS v CHEADLE: Cheadle 70 (Land 21, Shakespeare 3-9); Bowdon Vale 71-1 (Webb 30, Fenton 27).

Bowdon Vale won by 9 wickets: 4 pts. 

TIMPERLEY v URMSTON. No card received. 

Urmston won: 4 pts. 

Open: Brooklands 
GROUP D

MACCLESFIELD v BREDBURY SAINTS: Bredbury could not raise team.

Macclesfield won by default: 4 pts.

MARPLE v BOLLINGTON: re-arranged to June 1

POYNTON LEGENDS v ROMILEY: Poynton 108-7 (Kingham 30, Wilde 30, Thompson 21, Stott 4-18); Romiley 80-6 (Potter 32, Oldlands 30, Hall 3-12, Hollick 2-15).

Poynton Legends won by 28 runs: 4 pts. 

Open: Cheadle Hulme. 

FORTIES’ PLACINGS

GROUP A


P
W
T
C
L
Pts.

UPTON



3
3
0
0
0
12

TATTENHALL WRECKERS
4
3
0
0
1
12

IRBY



3
1
1
1
0
9

NESTON



3
1
1
1
0
9

CHRISTLETON


4
0
0
1
3
2

DAVENHAM


3
0
0
1
2
2

CHESTER BO. HALL

2
0
0
0
2
0
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GROUP B

MOBBERLEY


3
2
0
1
0
10

NANTWICH CAVALIERS

4
2
0
1
1
10

TOFT



4
2
0
1
1
10

BARNTON


4
1
0
1
2
6

GRAPPENHALL


3
1
0
1
1
6

WARRINGTON


3
1
0
0
2
4

ALDERLEY EDGE WIZARDS
3
0
0
1
2
2

GROUP C

URMSTON


2
2
0
0
0
8

TIMPERLEY


3
2
0
0
1
8

BROOKLANDS


3
1
0
1
1
6

SALE SILVERBACKS

2
1
0
0
1
4

BOWDON VALE VIKINGS

3
1
0
0
2
4

CHEADLE


3
0
0
1
2
2

Bowdon have resigned and their record has been expunged. 

GROUP D

CHEADLE HULME

3
2
0
1
0
10

POYNTON LEGENDS

4
2
0
1
1
10

BOLLINGTON


2
2
0
0
0
8

MACCLESFIELD


3
1
0
1
1
6

MARPLE


3
1
0
1
1
6

ROMILEY


3
1
0
0
2
4

BREDBURY SAINTS

4
0
0
0
4
0

FIXTURES ON WEDNESDAY, JUNE 3 (6.15 p.m.)

GROUP A: Chester Boughton Hall v Irby; Christleton v Davenham; Upton v Neston. Open: Tattenhall. 
Thursday, June 4: Neston v Chester Boughton Hall (from last week). 

GROUP B: Alderley Edge Wizards v Mobberley; Barnton v Grappenhall; Warrington v Nantwich Cavaliers.  Open: Toft. 

GROUP C: Bowdon Vale Vikings v Brooklands; Urmston v Sale. Open: Cheadle, Timperley. 

GROUP D: Bollington v Macclesfield; Bredbury Saints v Cheadle Hulme; Romiley v Marple. Open: Poynton. 

Cheshire beat Bedfordshire

CHESHIRE beat Bedfordshire in their fourth and final Minor Counties Cup match at Marple on Sunday. Unfortunately they have not qualified for the quarter-finals after losing to Oxfordshire and Shropshire.

 Batting first, top of the group Bedfordshire were restricted to a modest 160 by fine bowling from Adam Syddall (Bowdon) with 4-31 and 3-19 by lively Alderley Edge seamer Jason Whittaker.

 Cheshire’s batting also lacked authority, but 43 from Warren Goodwin (Chester Boughton Hall) helped them win by two wickets with five balls remaining.

 Scores: Beds. 160; Cheshire 164-8.

 Cheshire begin their Minor Counties championship programme against Cornwall at Falmouth starting on Sunday, June 7th (11 a.m.). The fixture continues on Monday and Tuesday. 

 o STEVE DOUGLAS has resigned from his posts as Director and Coach of the Cheshire Women’s Cricket.  The former Poynton skipper plans to “pursue interests outside cricket”.

Neston pavilion opened

AN MCC XI provided traditional opposition when the handsomely refurbished and re-styled Neston pavilion was opened on Sunday.

 Club President Andrew Wallis told a full house of players, members and guests how the building work had been financed and said he expected it to herald a new era for all sports played at Parkgate.

 An official opening ceremony is planned for later in June and a match against an Old England Celebrity XI will also take place.

 Neston beat the MCC by three wickets, their visitors scoring 222-7 (Jon Bean 55), Neston replying with 226-7, the highlight being an unbeaten 80 from teenager Andy Clarke, now on the MCC Young Cricketers’ staff based at Lord’s. 
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Fred Graham T20 Trophy upsets

THE season’s first shock result in the Fred Graham T20 Trophy came on Tuesday, May 26th when Second Division Tattenhall knocked out Premiership Nantwich by six wickets in a 2nd round tie at Flacca Field. 

 Nantwich were held to 118-6, Graham Forster 3-22 and Tatters won with more than three overs to spare, Madhur Sehlia 48.

 The same evening, new boys Oakmere gave more elevated neighbours Oulton Park a fright before losing by 23 runs at Overdale Lane. Nine Oulton batsmen failed to reach double figures, although Louis Bentley (43) and Danny Leech (36) lifted their tally to a modest 130-9, Nick Ball 3-24.  Oakmere got to 53-1 before the self-introduction of Nathan Dumelow (4-24) reduced them to a final tally of 107, Nick Guest 35 not out. 

 In a massive programme of eight games played on a bright, sunny Thursday evening, Didsbury beat league leaders and 2008 finalists Bowdon by eight wickets after restricting their visitors to 94-8.  Greg Dixon cracked a rapid 60 as Didsbury went on to win by eight wickets.

 In an all-Premiership clash, Widnes won by two wickets at Chester Boughton Hall with one ball remaining, 17 year-old Alex Duckers 55.

 Burnage pulled off an unexpected seven wickets last-ball victory on the ground of First Division leaders Bramhall chasing 114-8. Nadeem Abbas was their match-winner with a fine unbeaten 64.

 There were also wins for Cheadle Hulme, Heaton Mersey, Hyde, Mobberley, Oxton, Neston and Urmston.

 A further surprise result ended the round on Sunday when Macclesfield knocked out holders Alderley Edge before a large and enthusiastic crowd at Victoria road covered by local radio.  Alderley posted the decent tally of 157-4 with Alan Day hitting 84 and Mark Currie 35, but Macc topped that after alarms at 5-2. Khalid Sawas went on to hit 93 off 52 balls and Tom Parfett 60 off 50 deliveries, putting on 155 in an unbroken third wicket partnership of 155 to clinch victory off the penultimate delivery. 

Second round results

MIDDLEWICH v CHRISTLETON (won toss) on Thursday, May 14th:  

 Christleton 101-8 (17 overs: I de Silva 35, J. Cornford 3-12); Middlewich 102-1 (10 overs: J. Prime 43no, K. Clowes 31).

Middlewich won by 9 wickets

STOCKPORT GEORGIANS (toss) v BREDBURY ST. MARK’s on Sunday, May 24th:  

Georgians 192-9 with 10 men (18.5 overs: Andy Splatt 97, S. Raja 4-25, A. Cox 4-34); Bredbury St. Mark’s 145-8 (19 overs: R. Keyworth 37no).

Stockport Georgians won by 47 runs. 

TATTENHALL v NANTWICH (toss) on Tuesday, May 26th:

 Nantwich 118-6 (20 overs: G. Forster 3-22); Tattenhall 119-4 (16.3 overs: M. Sethlia 48, P. Stern 37no).

Tattenhall won by 6 wickets.

TOFT v GRAPPENHALL (toss) on Tuesday, May 26th: 

 Toft 132-9 (20 overs: P. Roberts 30, G. Burns 3-16); Grappenhall 56 (13.2 overs: C. Park 21, R. Kitzinger 4-7, D. Brock 3-8).

Toft won by 76 runs. 

OAKMERE (toss) v OULTON PARK on Tuesday, May 26th:

 Oulton Park 130-9 (20 overs: L. Bentley 43, D. Leech 36); Oakmere 107 (19.5 overs: N Guest 35no, N. Dumelow 4-24, G. Emmett 3-16).

Oulton Park won by 23 runs. 

BOLLINGTON v HYDE (toss) on Thursday, May 28th: 

 Hyde 150-8 (20 overs:  J. Duffy 42); Bollington 129-8 (20 overs: T. Gower 59).

Hyde won by 21 runs 

BURNAGE v BRAMHALL (toss, at Bramhall) on Thursday, May 28th:

Bramhall 114-8 (20 overs: M. Dawson 38, H. Khan 4-24); Burnage 115-3 (20 overs: S. Abbas 64no).

Burnage won by 7 wickets. 

CHEADLE HULME v MARPLE (toss) on Thursday, May 28th:

 Marple 134-8 (20 overs: D. Michael 44, A Newington 26); Cheadle Hulme 138-1 (18 overs: D. Hawes 51, D. Forbes 45no off 21 balls, A. Wilde 34no).

Cheadle Hulme won by 9 wickets
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CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL (toss) v WIDNES on Thursday, May 28th:

Chester 118 (20 overs: H. Butterworth 29, W. Goodwin 23, G. Dyson 3-10); Widnes 119-8 (19.5 overs: A. Duckers 55, Rana ur Rehman 38, A. Kegg  -19).

Widnes won by 2 wickets. 

DIDSBURY v BOWDON (toss) on Thursday, May 28th:

 Bowdon 97-4 (20 overs: I. Claredge 51no); Didsbury 98-2 (13.3 overs: G. Dixon 60, G. Narayanan 23no).

Didsbury won by 8 wickets

HEATON MERSEY v CHEADLE (toss) on Thursday, May 28th: 

 Heaton Mersey 123 (20 overs: A. Catlow 36, R. Malook 3-21, A. Watkins 3-26); Cheadle 67 (15.5 overs: R. Malook 15, T. Malik 5-16). 

Heaton Mersey won by 56 runs

IRBY (toss) v OXTON on Thursday, May 28th: 

 Irby 149-6 (20 overs: S. Hurworth 56, J. Hurworth 37, D. Hayes 31); Oxton 150-2 (19.3 overs: C. Davies 75no, N. Cross 44).

Oxton won by 8 wickets 

MOBBERLEY (toss) v SALE on Thursday, May 28th:

 Mobberley 131 (20 overs: L. Jones 66, J. Taylor 3-17, R. Halkon 3-22); Sale 134-4 (19.1 overs: J. Benxafar 39, D. Halkon 36no).

 Sale won by 6 wickets 

NESTON (toss) v UPTON on Thursday, May 28th:

Upton 118 (20 overs: G. Earl 36, I. Sharrock 36, D. Manchett 3-15); Neston 122-4 (19.3 overs: D. Hurst 59no, S. Clifford 24).

Neston won by 6 wickets 

BROOKLANDS (toss) v URMSTON on Friday, May 29th: Urmston 140-7 (20 overs: C. Grindley 63, J. Birchall 3-19); Brooklands 105-8 (20 overs: J. Birchall 41, S. Panda 4-18, C. Grindley 3-18).

Urmston won by 35 runs. 

 MACCLESFIELD v ALDERLEY EDGE (toss) on Sunday, May 31st:  Alderley Edge 157-4 (20 overs: A. Day 84, M. Currie 34);  Macclesfield 160-2 (19.5 overs: K Sawas 93no, T. Parfett 60no).

Macclesfield won by 8 wickets.  

T20 TROPHY ROUND 2 DRAW (games to be played by July 1st):

 Neston v Oxton; Oulton Park v Widnes; Tattenhall v Middlewich; Sale v Urmston. 

 Cheadle Hulme v Didsbury; Toft v Macclesfield; Hyde v Stockport Georgians; Burnage v Heaton Mersey. 

PLATE T20 DRAW 

FIRST ROUND (to be played by June 15th):  Oakmere v Nantwich; Bredbury St. Mark’s v Poynton; Marple v Cheadle.  Remainder have byes. 

SECOND ROUND (by July 1st): Oakmere or Nantwich v Christleton; Irby v Birkenhead Park; Upton v Chester Bo. Hall; Mobberley v Brooklands; Bredbury or Poynton v Bollington; Marple or Cheadle v Bramhall; Timperley v Grappenhall; Bowdon v Alderley Edge 

 O Clubs should arrange games ASAP and immediately notify the Fixture Secretary. 

 O Home clubs should telephone the result and highlights in the normal way immediately after the game and also submit a fully-completed and signed result sheet, but pitch ratings and umpires’ assessments are not required. 

Website

HOME clubs in all divisions and at all levels of cricket throughout the league are urged to post their match details  - League and Cup - on the League results website.  

 Any system issues or problems should be referred to webmasters Darren and Sharon Sutcliffe at dsooty54@btinternet.com.

 To access the full set-out League results and other stats enter via Cheshirecountycl.play-cricket.com/scoreboard/results.asp

May 30 Newsletter ……11

Saturday, May 23rd revisited

PREMIER LEAGUE PITCH RATINGS: 3 marks: Nantwich, Toft; too wet to mark: Bowdon, Didsbury, Macclesfield, Oxton.

 Leading five batsmen to date: Leech (Oulton Park) 440 runs; Goodwin (CBH) 341; Smith (Neston) 315; Duffy (Hyde) 284; Hurst (Neston 276.

 Leading bowlers: Cross (Bowdon) 23 wickets; Whittaker (Alderley Edge) 19; Kegg (CBH) 18; Finegan (Neston), Kitzinger (Toft), Hawley (Macclesfield) , Warrington (Nantwich) all 17. 

 In Neston’s narrow in at Didsbury, Neston last pair D. Manchett (15) and D. Ward (7) put on 26 to achieve a one wicket win.  Jamie Maltman (Didsbury) took 6-50, not 6-13 as reported .

  In Widnes’ win at Macclesfield, Zia ur Rehman scored 39, not 58 as reported.

  Nantwich batsmen scored only one half-century between them in first six games (Steve Ogilby 59 v Oxton on May 2nd).  There were 4 lbws in the Hyde innings and two in Nantwich’s.

  In Alderley Edge’s seven wickets win at Toft, Alan Day (81) and Richard Wilkinson (68) put together a second wicket stand worth 141.  Both were eventually stumped Pat Roberts b John Bean.

DIVISION ONE PITCH RATINGS: 4 marks: Grappenhall, 3 marks: Heaton Mersey, Poynton.  too wet to mark: Cheadle, Irby, Urmston.

 Leading batsmen: Bennett (Heaton Mersey) 360 runs; Dawson (Bramhall) 353; Bates (Christleton) 225; Stringer (Bramhall) 195; Hall (Bramhall) 179.

 Top bowlers: Shahabuddin (Heaton Mersey) 24 wickets; Wilkinson (Bramhall) 23; Wilkie (Timperley) 20; McCray (Cheadle Hulme) and Stringer (Bramhall) both 14. 

 When Warrington were bowled out for 40 at Cheadle, their top batsman was James Hughes with 12.  The last eight wickets fell for 13 runs on a wicket badly affected after rain seeped under the covers.

 Grappenhall openers Rick Green (95) and Ian Wright (67) enjoyed a partnership of 138 against Cheadle Hulme.

 Heaton Mersey’s Mark Bennett (87) and John Williamson (38) put on 116 for the second wicket against Timperley, who were all out for 54 (Mark Leathley top-scored with 15), their last five wickets falling for 12 runs.

  When Mark Dawson (Bramhall) scored 110 against Poynton, it was his second century in three innings, not two as reported.

DIVISION TWO PITCH RATINGS: 4 marks:  Sale; 3 marks: Birkenhead Park, Bredbury; 2: Oakmere.  Brooklands was reported as below average without a mark.  Too wet to mark: Burnage.

 Top batsmen: Cornford (Middlewich) 372 runs; Birchall (Brooklands) 287; Rowe (Bollington) 278; Khan (Sale) 273; Taylor (Sale) 271.

 Top bowlers: M. Ali (Bollington) 20 wickets; R. Halkon (Sale) 19; Greasley (Marple) 17; Cullen (Bollington) and Leggett (Stockport Georgians) both 16.

  The Birkenhead Park v Tattenhall result sheet indicated only 2 points for Park and was signed by both captains and umpires to that effect.  In fact, Park gained 5 which was correctly reported in the phone-in.  All out for 112, Park lost their last six wickets for seven runs. 

 The Bredbury St. Mark’s dressing-0room was reported as below standard.

 The Oakmere pitch was criticised by the umpires as having been inadequately covered during the week.

 In Bollington’s innings of 254-8 at Burnage, Calum Rowe (96) and Mo Ali (71) put on 131 for the third wicket.  Burnage were 11-6 in reply before being bowled out for 80. The Burnage match arrangements and ground was strongly criticised by the umpires who have submitted a separate report to the league. 

 Umpires Assessment secretary Ken Spilsbury reports no missing cards. 

CLUB NEWS

TOFT’S Nigel Muirhead aimed to raise £500 for the club by cycling from Manchester to Liverpool on Sunday, May 31st. Nigel invites any of his admirers to donate anything from £1 upwards towards the club’s objective of raising £7,500 to build a children’s play area at Booth Park.  Website address: www.justgiving.com/nigelmuirhead1
 UPTON require a Level 2 coach with playing experience to assist coaching juniors on Friday evenings.  Anyone interested should contact Madelaine Ward, 17, Centurion Drive, Meols, Wirral CH47 7AL.  
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BRAMHALL’s Andy Reynolds reports a great result from the 11 runners who took part - all finished -  in the 10k Great Manchester Run.  The group hope to be able to hand over more than £2,500  to Christie’s Cancer hospital, where club president Peter Babbage received such wonderful treatment. Anyone who still wishes to donate can do so on-line at:  www.justgiving.com/10kforchristies. 

OULTON Park have spent £7,000 on a handsome new set of covers, after receiving a grant of £9,500 through Awards For All. They have sold their old covers to Meller Braggins League neighbours Winsford. 

 WARRINGTON player Chris Kirby is due to appear on the Channel 4 ‘Countdown’ programme on Wednesday, June 3rd at 3.25 p.m., his mum Beverly informs Newsletter.  Chris’s mum is the Warrington scorer Beverly Kirby. 

Mullaney Trophy dates

THE League have finalised the dates of their three Mullaney Trophy matches as follows:

 Sunday, July 5 v Merseyside & Southport Alliance away; Bank Holiday Monday, August 31st v Meller Braggins Cheshire League at Hale Barns; Sunday, September 6 v Derbyshire & Cheshire League at Marple.   The League will field teams drawn from their First and Second Divisions for these games. 

 It is also hoped to arrange an all-day mid-week challenge match during July at home to the Liverpool Competition.

 The League Under 18s are aiming to take on their Liverpool Competition counterparts in a one-off  match for the North-West Colts Trophy. 

Cheshire Cup latest

RESULTS of second round games in the Cheshire Cup played on Sunday, May 31st:

 Birkenhead St. Mary’s v Bollington: Bollington 309-3 (A. Aqeel 107no, R. Hough 76, A. Palazzo 62, M. Ali 48no); Birkenhead St. Mary’s 24 all out (G. Cullen 4-7).

 Poynton v Urmston: Urmston 98 (J. Williams 4-20); Poynton 99-4 (S. Dunn 34).

 Middlewich v Congleton: Congleton 239-9 (D. Foreman 52); Middlewich 240-6 (J. Cornford 121no).

 Cheadle Hulme Ladybridge v Bowdon Vale: CHL 142; Bowdon Vale 143-5.

 Malpas v Chester County Officers:  CCO 248 (M. Dickinson 74, J. Suckley 4-28); Malpas 250-5 (T. Coates 113no).

 Birkenhead Park v Brooklands: Brooklands 212-6 (S. Hart 46, D. Madden 40); Birkenhead Park 216-4  (M. Baker 94, T. Hunter 41).

 Timperley v Stockport: Timperley 188-9 (M. Maddocks 61, M. Bishop 49); Stockport 167 (K. Connor 85no).

 Cheadle Hulme v Cheadle: Cheadle Hulme 181-9; Cheadle 164-9. 
Third round draw (games on Sunday, June 14th unless stated):

 Neston v Oxton (Sunday, June 7th); Toft v Bowdon; Poynton v Chester Boughton Hall; Northwich v Macclesfield; Malpas v Burnage; Romiley v Alderley Edge; Widnes v Old Parkonians; Bollington v Cheadle Hulme; Sale v Didsbury; Caldy v Elworth (date to be agreed); Grappenhall v Heaton Mersey; Nantwich v Wallasey; Birkenhead Park v Irby; Hyde v Timperley (Sunday, June 21st); Oulton Park v Bowdon Vale; Middlewich v Weaverham.  

 The draw for the first round of the Cheshire Shield will be made this week. 

 Information kindly provided by Cheshire Cup Competitions organiser Ian Greensmith. 

Hyde, Neston in third round of National

Hyde and Neston have reached the third round of the National Club championship.   Hyde beat Sefton Park in round two and now host Liverpool Competition champions Ormskirk, while Neston won at Colwyn Bay and will be at home to Bolton Leaguers Kearsley, both ties on Sunday, June 14th.  

 Nantwich put up a brave effort before losing narrowly at Birmingham League giants Walsall, also in round two. 
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Neston top first Fair Play table

FAIR Play Table co-ordinator John Lofthouse reports: 

 There has been a reasonable start in line with previous seasons.  The six clubs below our accepted benchmark figure of 3 have work to do, however.

 Neston are clear at the front and the Premiership clubs all show well.

 Honourable mentions at this early stage go to Didsbury and Christleton, who are both much-improved following problems last term.

 New boys Brooklands and Oakmere have started brightly and are in the 10 top.

THE PLACINGS

1. 3.83 –  NESTON

2=   3.67 –  MOBBERLEY, NANTWICH, OAKMERE

5. 3.60 – BREDBURY ST MARK’s

6=   3.50 –  BOLLINGTON, CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL

8. 3.40 – WARRINGTON

9=   3.33 –  BIRKENHEAD PARK, BROOKLANDS, CHEADLE HULME, OULTON PARK, 

                    SALE, TIMPERLEY, TOFT, WIDNES

17.  3.20 – STOCKPORT GEORGIANS

18=  3.17 – ALDERLEY EDGE, BOWDON, CHRISTLETON, GRAPPENHALL, HYDE, 

                   MACCLESFIELD, MIDDLEWICH, TATTENHALL

26=  3.00 – CHEADLE, DIDSBURY, OXTON, UPTON, URMSTON

31=  2.83 – IRBY, POYNTON

33=  2.67 – BRAMHALL, HEATON MERSEY

35. 2.50 – MARPLE

36. 2.17  - BURNAGE

Umpires’ panel members vote after each game on the degree of sportsmanship shown by the players. Four marks go to a team who have epitomised the Spirit of the Game; Three to a team playing the game in as good spirit; Two to a team showing less than a good spirit, yet without incident; One for a team creating an antagonistic atmosphere; Nil points to a team demonstrating unacceptable behaviour. 

Last year’s winners Toft averaged 3.30 

Alistair Davies tests your Cricket Law:  week 7

A NO ball is called.  The ball pitches, rears up and the striker ducks to avoid injury.  The ball nevertheless hits him and rises into the air and lands on top of the boundary board, placed on the white line marking, then rebounds back into play. 

 What would you expect the outcome to be?

Reminder of Week 6 poser:

WHILE attempting to complete a quick single, the non-striker stumbles and falls to the ground, losing his bat in the process. The bat falls over the popping crease with the handle in front of the popping crease.  Just before the wicket-keeper removes the bails, the non-striker reaches out and touches the bat with his index finger.  There is an appeal. What should be the umpire’s decision? 

ANSWER: I expect this surprises many readers: one finger on the bat does NOT constitute the bat being held, therefore the batsman is out, run out.  Law 29.1; 38.1; 6.3 (a). 

IN response to many queries, I  have been asked about the validity of the umpires’ ruling in the Oxton v Chester Boughton Hall premiership game on Saturday, May 23rd. Chester’s Jim Gillson came in at number 11with a badly injured hand and was denied the opportunity to bat because he had been off the field for too long.

 Reference should be made to Law 2.5 in its entirely and to Tom Smith’s Cricket Umpiring and Scoring book page 34 which has a full explanation of this Law.

 Any restrictions to players returning after an absence is for bowling only and any batsman, so long as he has taken the field for some part of the game, is entitled to bat regardless of his condition. In cricket law, the umpires do not have a Duty of Care as to the fitness of a batsman’s ability to bat.    

 Having said that, the umpires’ on-field decision should be accepted as final. 
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LEAGUE FIXTURES & UMPIRES:

SATURDAY, JUNE 6th
ECB Premier League (12.30 p.m.)

BOWDON v NESTON



umpires: John Lofthouse & Ken Rothwell

DIDSBURY v TOFT



Alistair Davies & Dave Sutton

HYDE v OULTON PARK (11 a.m.)

Terry Hill & Chris Smith

MACCLESFIELD v ALDERLEY EDGE
Rick Davis & John Silver

NANTWICH v CHESTER BO. HALL
Stuart Anderson & George Murphy

OXTON v WIDNES



Don Flanagan & Paul Wilgose

First Division (1 p.m.)

CHEADLE v UPTON



Peter Bolger & John Lowe

GRAPPENHALL v URMSTON

Tom Park & Don Speakman

HEATON MERSEY v CHRISTLETON
Peter Ogden & Glyn Roberts

IRBY v WARRINGTON


Jon Hacking & Brian Jones

POYNTON v CHEADLE HULME

Ian Greensmith & Phil Prince

TIMPERLEY v BRAMHALL


Garry Hambleton & Liam Spires

Second Division (1 p.m.)

BIRKENHEAD PARK v MIDDLEWICH
Bob Cunningham & Ray Prescott

BREDBURY ST. MK. v BOLLINGTON
Stan Davies & Ian Drury

BROOKLANDS v BURNAGE

Steve Goron & Ged Kinsey

OAKMERE v MARPLE


Barrie Burns & 

Jim Whitehead tel. 01625 260159

SALE v STOCKPORT GEORGIANS

Dave Goulding & 

Ken Simpson tel. 01939 233 415

TATTENHALL v MOBBERLEY

Colin Byrom & John Noble 

SUNDAY, JUNE 7th

Minor Counties championship (at Falmouth, 11 a.m. daily) 

CORNWALL v CHESHIRE (continues on Monday – Tuesday)

Cheshire Cup 3rd round (1.30 p.m.)

NESTON v OXTON

Mike.t-b@virgin.net:  June 1 / 09

