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Hyde clean up after Neston skipper

answers early Father’s Day call  
NESTON’s seven match unbeaten run at the top of the ECB Premier League ended when Hyde administered a sobering eight wickets defeat at Parkgate, although the leaders’ 43 points advantage remains undented.

 The Neston innings was interrupted when team manager Bob Cooke ran onto the field with a mobile telephone message from skipper Jack Smith’s wife urging him to leave immediately to take her to Arrowe Park Hospital for an imminent birth. He had scored 76 at the time and was supervising a recovery from 70-7 to 147-7 in company with wicket-keeper Matt Knight.  Smith duly departed (officially retired out, according to umpire Don Flanagan) and Neston were dismissed for 170 in 45 overs, Knight 48.  Star of the Hyde attack was Cambridge UCCE paceman Rob Woolley who returned the figures of 20-4-56-8, the best of the premiership season.  Hyde stalled at 50-2 in response, but went on to win without further loss at 171-2, with Danny Leech on 66 and James Duffy 59 and move up to fourth in the table, compared with bottom place a month earlier. 

 Second-placed Toft also lost, by 46 runs at Oulton Park and the reigning champions could yet prove to be Neston’s principal challengers during the second-half of the season.  Jonny Kettle scored 57 and Rick Moore 51 in Park’s total of 193, spinners Jeremy Hart taking 5-50 and Jamie Lomas 5-68.  Rossall schoolmaster Guy Emmett’s post-tea burst of 5-53 proved too much for Toft who were all out for 147.

Chester 333-3: Goodwin 157

Chester Boughton Hall amassed the highest tally of the summer when they declared on 333-3 at Nantwich, Warren Goodwin contributing an elegant 157 with recently-arrived Indian all-rounder Ajit Ranjan, 77, helping him in a stand of 183 for the second wicket.  Nantwich reached 226-6 in reply, Ashley Shaw 55 not out, Ranjan 3-55.

 Oxton recovered from their mauling by Oulton Park a week earlier to end Bowdon’ s recent improved run. Bowdon declared on 163-9 (Carl Hey 53, Ross Dixon 4-25, Mark Rowland 4-38) and Oxton went on to win by two wickets at 164-8, Sean Moore 43 not out, Lee Dixon 37 – topping 500 for the season – while Lancashire paceman Matt Cheetham took 4-38.

 Skipper Paul Sperring had a good day for Didsbury in their winning draw at Alderley Edge.  Melbourne-born Sperring was unbeaten with exactly 100 when he declared his team’s innings at 228-5. Then, when Alderley replied with 180-9 (Mark Currie 51), Sperring’s off-spin earned him figures of 20-4-65-4 and Jonny Fawcett 3-41. An unusual feature of this game was injuries to both side’s opening bowlers, Jason Whittaker (in his 12th) and Nick Anderson (his first) both being unable to complete overs. 

 Bottom of the table Bramhall had the better of a drawn game at Urmston, declaring on 262-4 with 98 from Cheshire wicket-keeper Matt Dawson and 66 by John Harris.  Urmston got to 238-7, Sean Clarence’s 62 taking him over the 500-runs mark and stand-in skipper Mike Ness 58, while Nick Bell took 5-69. 

 o There was a happy ending to the Smith Saga, Jack’s wife giving birth to the couple’s second boy, Finlay Edward weighing 6 lb 8oz.,  just a few hours before the official Father’s Day
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DIVISION ONE

Widnes stake their claim

WIDNES are beginning to look the best bet for promotion from the First Division – after Grappenhall.

 They scored an important six wickets victory on the ground of fellow challengers Macclesfield after being set to score 212 in the 44 overs remaining in a game shortened by their own late arrival. Macclesfield batted 54 for their 211, Craig Melrose top-scoring with an aggressive 52, while Danny Moore bowled unchanged to return 6-71. With a fine innings of 80, Aussie left hander Scott Henry dominated the Widnes reply of 212-4 with eight balls left, stand-in skipper Tony Hurdley contributing  59 and Tom Barron claiming 4-41.

 Grappenhall lead is 16 now points after their winning draw against Cheadle Hulme at Broad Lane, Richard Green scoring a fine unbeaten 109 in their 237-6 declared, Ewan McCray 5-67. A solid knock of 93 by Richard Battye helped ‘Hulme to close on 199-6.

 All out for 53 at home to Macclesfield seven days earlier, the ‘other’ Poynton turned up at Cheadle where they shattered the Kingsway men by eight wickets chasing 182, Rana Malook 92, Matthew Heathcote 4-49.  There was nothing wrong with the Poynton batting this time especially Brian Kingham 86 and Rhys Burke 49 not out.

Upton up to eighth

Bottom of the shot not so long ago, Upton moved up to eighth with their second successive win, by five wickets at Christleton, who are now bottom.  Iroshan de Silva (91) and David Bates (86) helped Christleton declare on 230-5,  but Upton passed this score with eight balls remaining to win by five wickets, Kiwi George Earl 77 not out.

 Irby declared at 261-1 declared against toiling Heaton Mersey bowlers at Mill Hill Road, Aussie William Passas striking a fine 160, the highest score in any division this season. Passas and David Newman (74) put on 205 for the second wicket.  ‘Mersey replied with 179-8, veteran Hash Maitra top-scoring with a stolid 43, while paceman Mark Newman continued his good work with 5-69.

 Without a win since the second week of the season, Middlewich lost again, this time at home to Mobberley after posting a moderate 175 Stephen Parry 54, Mo Ali a magnificent 7-47.  Aussie Aaron Hazlewood top-scored with an unbeaten 89 as Bolly went on to win by two wickets. 

Division Two

MOBBERLEY FIGHTING HARD

AFTER failing to register in their first seven games in Division Two, Mobberley made it two victories in three with more fine batting at the expense of toiling Timperley bowlers.

 Mike Bishop’s men posted a decent 206-9, Peter Herrick 58, Abdul Aqeel 5-83, Steve Spiteri 4-82, Mobberley’s M. Saeed (108) and Nafees Din (84), both not out, made it all look easy as they coasted home by nine wickets in just 37 overs.

 Mobberley remain in penultimate position, 36 points ahead of Ashton on Mersey who still seek their first win since promotion and look to be coming adrift. Ashton lost by eighth game on the ground of top dogs Marple after posting only 147, A.T. Roscow 50 not out, Jo Cash 5-54, while dad Garry Cash snaffled four outfield catches.  James Crisall scored a rapid unbeaten 89 as Marple raced home by eight wickets inside 26 overs and now lead by 49 points.

The Halkons at it again!

 Sale are second after an eight wickets win at Bredbury St. Mark’s whom they dismissed for 115, Rick Halkon 4-24, Hasan Khan 4-44. The consistent Danny Halkon contributed 51 to Sale’s winning reply.

 Congleton’s good run ended when they lost at home to an improving Brooklands side by four wickets, scoring only 152, N. Saeed 5-53.  For Brooklands, David Madden top-scored with 50 and Ian Slinger took 5-47 .

 Teenager Simon Normanton scored a quality 117 and Nick Tyers 65 as Stockport Georgians ran up 221-8 at home to Tattenhall, who then mustered 188, A. Morris 50, Ifti Hussain 7-56.

 Warrington remain well in the promotion race after beating struggling Birkenhead Park at Walton Lea.  Park were all out 122, Steve Heydon 4-39, then an unbeaten 64 from Mal Agar helped Warrington pile up 25 points in an eight wickets success.

Runs galore at ‘Mersey

JAMES EMMERSON of Heaton Mersey reports: 

 Third XI cricket doesn’t normally feature in the Newsletter, but events in the ‘Mersey v Marple Sunday 3rd XI First Division game on June 20th which realised 528 runs for the loss of seven wickets, are worthy of mention. Keith Young (127) and Ayaz Cheema (109no) put on 234 for the second ‘Mersey wicket in a total of 287-3 declared. Marple then scored 241-4 to draw the match, Chris Marshall hitting 110no in a 115 runs second wicket stand with Mark Nicholls, 58. 

 Amazingly, there have been 15 century stands in senior cricket at ‘Mersey this season. 
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All Saturday’s scorelines

ECB PREMIER LEAGUE

ALDERLEY EDGE (9 pts.) drew with DIDSBURY (won toss, 15 pts.)

 Didsbury 228-5 dec. (55 overs: P.Sperring 100no, M. Fisher 33no); 

 Alderley Edge 180-9 (55 overs: M. Currie 51, J. Steele 33, P. Sperring 4-64, J. Fawcett 3-41).

BOWDON (10 pts.) lost to OXTON (won toss, 20 pts.) by 2 wickets.

 Bowdon 163-9 dec. (55 overs: C. Hey 53, S. Ball 33, R. Dixon 4-25, M. Rowland 4-38); 

 Oxton 164-8 (52 overs: S. Moore 43no, L. Dixon 37, C. Davies 36, M. Cheetham 4-38, G. Edwards 3-43).

NANTWICH (8 pts.) drew with CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL (won toss, 15 pts.)

 Chester 333-3 dec. (55 overs: W. Goodwin 157, A. Ranjan 77, O. Law 54no); 

 Nantwich 226-6 (55 overs: A. Shaw 55no, R. Doyle 46, C. Simpson 34, A. Ranjan 3-55).

NESTON (won toss, 7 pts.) lost to HYDE (25 pts.) by 8 wickets.

 Neston 170-9 (45 overs: J Smith retired 76, M. Knight 48, R. Woolley 8-56);

 Hyde 171-2 (48 overs: D. Leech 66no, J. Duffy 59no).

OULTON PARK (won toss, 24 pts.) beat TOFT (7 pts.) by 46 runs.

 Oulton Park 193 (J. Kettle 57, R. Moore 51,J. Hart 5-50, J. Lomas 5-68); 

 Toft 147 (48 overs: G. Emmett 5-53).

URMSTON  (9 pts.) drew with BRAMHALL (won toss, 16 pts.)

 Bramhall 262-4 dec. (55 overs: M. Dawson 98, J. Harris 66no, I. Grindley 3-51); 

 Urmston 238-7 (55 overs: S. Clarence 62, M. Mess 58, A. Landry 53no, N. Bell 5-69.

DIVISION ONE

CHEADLE (9 pts.) lost to POYNTON (won toss, 20 pts.) by 8 wickets.

 Cheadle 182 (48 overs: R. Malook 92, C. Brady 30, M. Heathcote 4-49, R. Clark 3-53); 

 Poynton 183-2 (47 overs: B. Kingham 86, R. Burke 49no, P. Gould 33).

CHRISTLETON (won toss, 13 pts.) lost to UPTON (25 pts.) by 5 wickets.

 Christleton 230-5 dec. (50 overs: I. De Silva 91, D. Bates 86, G. Earl 3-40); 

 Upton 236-5 (49 overs: G. Earl 77no, D. Warburton 38, I. Linwood 35no).

GRAPPENHALL (won toss, 15 pts.) drew with CHEADLE HULME (9 pts.)

 Grappenhall 237-6 dec. (50 overs: R. Green 109no, G. Burns 42, E. McCray 5-67); 

 Cheadle Hulme 199-6 (50 overs: R. Battye 93no, C. Durham 36, L. McCoy 3-45). 

IRBY (won toss, 16 pts.) drew with HEATON MERSEY (7 pts.)

 Irby 261-1 dec. (50 overs: W. Passas 160, D. Newman 74 = 2nd wicket stand of 205); 

 Heaton Mersey 178-8 (50 overs: H. Maitra 43, W. Appleton 37no, Mark Newman 5-69, D. Collyer 3-69).

MACCLESFIELD  (4 pts.) lost to WIDNES (won toss, 20 pts.) by 6 wickets.

 Macclesfield 211 (54 overs: C. Melrose 52, R. Porter 35, D. Moore 6-71); 

 Widnes 212-4 (43 overs: S. Henry 80, A. Hurdley 59, T. Barron 4-46). 

 This was a 98 overs match after late start.

MIDDLEWICH (10 pts.) lost to BOLLINGTON (20 pts.) by 2 wickets.

 Middlewich 175 (50 overs: S. Parry 54, M. Ali 7-47); 

 Bollington 177-8 (A. Hazlewood  89no, J. Howard 3-96).
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DIVISION TWO

BREDBURY ST. MARK’s (3 pts.) lost to SALE (won toss, 20 pts.) by 8 wickets.

 Bredbury 115 (R. Keyworth 33, R. Halkon 4-24, H. Khan 4-44);

 Sale 119-2 (29 overs: D. Halkon 51).

CONGLETON (9 pts.) lost to BROOKLANDS (won toss, 20 pts.) by 4 wickets.

 Congleton 152 (S. Maudling 32, N. Saeed 5-53); 

 Brooklands 153-6 (D. Madden 50, C. Hart 44, I. Slinger 5-47).

MARPLE (25 pts.) beat ASHTON on MERSEY (won toss, 7 pts.) by 8 wickets.

 Ashton 147 (A.T. Roscow 50no, J. Cash 5-54, M. Shelton 3-37); 

 Marple 148-2 (26 overs: J. Crisall 89no, B. Couchi 33).

MOBBERLEY (25 pts.) beat TIMPERLEY (won toss, 9 pts.) by 9 wickets.

 Timperley 206-9 dec. (50 overs: P. Herrick 58, A. Aqeel 5-83, D. Spiteri 4-82); 

 Mobberley 209-1 (38 overs: M. Saeed 108no, N. Din 84no).

STOCKPORT GEORGIANS (won toss, 24 pts.) beat TATTENHALL (9 pts.) by 33 runs.

 Georgians 221-8 dec. (S. Normanton 117. N. Tyers 65); 

 Tattenhall 188 (45 overs: A. Morris 50, I. Hussain 7-56).

WARRINGTON (25 pts.) beat BIRKENHEAD PARK (5 pts.) by 8 wickets.

 Birkenhead Park 122 (46 overs: A. Watson 33, S. Heydon 4-39, D. Pascoe 3-19); 

 Warrington 124-2 (38 overs: M. Agar 64no, T. Jones 31.).

PICK OF WEEK:

Premiership

Batting: Warren Goodwin (Chester Boughton Hall) 157 v Nantwich.

Bowling: Rob Wolley (Hyde) 8-56 v Neston.

All-rounder: oAjit Ranjan (Chester Boughton Hall) 77 & 3-55 v Nantwich

First Division

Batting: oWilliam Passas (Irby) 160 v Heaton Mersey.

Bowling: Mo Ali (Bollington) 7-47 v Middlewich.

All-rounder: oGeorge Earl (Upton) 77no & 3-40 v Christleton

Second Division

Batting: Simon Normanton (Stockport Georgians) 117 v Tattenhall.

Bowling: Ifti Hussain (Stockport Georgians) 7-56 v Tattenhall

All-rounder: none recorded.

o = Overseas player. 
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Placings after 10 games

ECB Premier League
P
W25
W20
D
C/A
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts.

NESTON

10
6
1
1
0
2
26
9
207

TOFT


10
1
3
3
0
3
53
20
164

OULTON PARK
10
3
2
1
1
3
22
10
156

HYDE


10
1
2
4
1
2
50
22
152

ALDERLEY EDGE
10
0
5
4
0
1
24
19
151

URMSTON

10
2
1
4
0
3
50
23
151

OXTON

10
3
1
2
0
4
32
15
146

CHESTER BO. HALL
10
1
2
2
0
5
52
24
145

* BOWDON

10
0
2
1
1
5
41
23
131

NANTWICH

10
0
2
3
0
5
50
29
125

DIDSBURY

10
1
1
5
1
2
33
27
122

BRAMHALL

10
0
2
1
0
7
44
23
109

 * Bowdon’s record includes 18 tie points from a level-scores draw.

First Division

P
W25
W20
D
C/A
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts.

GRAPPENHALL
10
1
7
1
0
1
21
8
196

MACCLESFIELD
10
2
4
1
0
3
26
12
170

WIDNES

10
1
4
2
1
2
36
15
167

CHEADLE

10
2
2
2
0
4
56
16
166

CHEADLE HULME
10
0
3
6
0
1
48
29
149

BOLLINGTON

10
1
4
2
0
3
22
17
148

POYNTON

10
3
1
1
1
4
19
13
136

UPTON


10
1
1
2
1
5
35
20
111

MIDDLEWICH

10
1
0
3
1
5
45
27
110

IRBY


10
0
2
3
0
5
39
23
108

HEATON MERSEY
10
0
1
5
1
3
40
27
104

CHRISTLETON
10
0
1
2
1
6
39
23
93

Second Division
P
W25
W20
D
C/A
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts.

MARPLE

10
3
6
0
0
1
31
5
231

SALE


10
1
5
2
1
1
36
10
182

WARRINGTON
10
2
4
1
1
2
29
13
181

CONGLETON

10
2
4
0
1
3
22
7
166

BROOKLANDS

10
1
4
1
0
4
35
14
156

TATTENHALL

10
2
2
2
0
4
25
21
140

BREDBURY ST. MK.
10
1
3
1
0
5
31
22
140

STOCKPORT GEO.
10
0
3
2
0
5
49
25
138

TIMPERLEY

10
0
2
2
1
5
49
21
121

BIRKENHEAD PARK
10
1
1
3
1
4
37
23
118

MOBBERLEY

10
2
0
1
0
7
40
22
114

ASHTON on MERSEY
10
0
0
1
1
8
40
29
78
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Red Insure T20 quarter-finals take shape

GRAPPENHALL and Toft have followed Didsbury, Alderley Edge,  Oulton Park and Chester Boughton Hall into the quarter-finals of the Red Insure T20, leaving two games  - Bollington v Cheadle and Irby v Widnes to be played  this week.

 Toft beat Urmston by two wickets and two balls to spare at Booth Park in a high-scoring game on Tuesday last week and now host Didsbury.

 Grappenhall eliminated Sale, the last representatives of Division Two, by nine wickets at Broad Lane on Thursday, when Richard Green added 65 to his earlier competition innings of 101 and 98, both not out as his side replied with 138-1 to Sale’s 134-9 (Hasan Khan 52, Gareth Burns 4-16). The Division One leaders now host holders Oulton Park.

Third round results

Played on Tuesday, June 15:  TOFT beat URMSTON (won toss) by 2 wickets:

 Urmston 168-4 (20 overs: S. Panda 62no, S. Clarence 40, M. Ness 37); Toft 170-8 (19.4 overs: E. Bones 48, S. Hardstaff 33).

 Played on Thursday, June 17: GRAPPENHALL (won toss) beat SALE by 9 wickets:

 Sale 134-9 (20 overs: H. Khan 52, G. Burns 4-16); Grappenhall 138-1 (18 overs: R. Green 65, J. McCoy 50no).

Yet to be played

BOLLINGTON v CHEADLE (Thursday, June 24)

IRBY v WIDNES (Tuesday, June 22)

Earlier round 3 results

DIDSBURY beat HEATON MERSEY by 8 wickets 
ALDERLEY EDGE beat HYDE by 9 runs

OULTON PARK beat NANTWICH by 75 runs 

CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL beat NESTON by 5 runs 
Quarter-final draw (games to be played by July 26):  

TOFT v DIDSBURY

BOLLINGTON or CHEADLE v ALDERLEY EDGE

GRAPPENHALL v OULTON PARK

IRBY or WIDNES v CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL

The semi-finals and final are at Chester Boughton Hall on Sunday, August 8th (12 noon).

PLATE UP-DATE

BRAMHALL completed the T20 Plate first round when they beat Cheadle Hulme on Monday last week. 

First round results:

Played on Monday, June 14:  BRAMHALL (won toss) beat CHEADLE HULME by 76 runs:

 Bramhall 175-6 (20 overs: K. O’Connor 56, J. Birchall 35); Cheadle Hulme 99-9 (20 overs: A. Hayes 4-21).

Earlier results:

BIRKENHEAD PARK beat TATTENHALL by 8 wickets.

OXTON beat MOBBERLEY by 4 wickets. 

Round 2

 Ashton on Mersey won their first game since promotion to the league when they beat Congleton at Little Ees Lane last Thursday to gain a place in the quarter-finals.  Scores:

ASHTON on MERSEY (won toss) beat CONGLETON by 17 runs:

 Ashton on Mersey 142-5 (20 overs: Mi. Roberts 66, P. Beaumont 3-16); Congleton 125-9 (20 overs: J. Lamb 30, P. Nunn 30, G. Gyves 4-26).

Remaining round 2 games (to be completed by June 30):

BRAMHALL v BREDBURY ST. MARK’s  (Tuesday, June 29)

BOWDON v TIMPERLEY (Monday, June 21: umpires Stuart Anderson and Tom Park). 

BROOKLANDS v MARPLE (Thursday, June 24)

POYNTON v MACCLESFIELD (Thursday, June 24: Glyn Roberts & Liam Spires).

BIRKENHEAD PARK bye

OXTON v UPTON (Thursday, June 24: Jon Hacking & Ged Kinsey) 

MIDDLEWICH v WARRINGTON (TBA)

 The quarter-finals to be played by July 18 and the semis by July 30.  Finals Day is at Chester on Sunday, August 8 

IMPORTANT ADVICE:  Clubs must arrange games as soon as the draw is known and the home club should then notify Competition administrator Jon Hacking (tel. 01244 814 110; e-mail jhacking@gmail.com) who will appoint panel umpires. Home clubs must telephone match results and details to the Competition secretary AND submit a result sheet within 72 hours (no umpires’ report required).

. 
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Over 40s reach half-way mark

THE season’s half-way mark (yes, already!) in the Over 40s section was reached on Wednesday, June 16th with Neston, Toft, Sale Silverbacks and Marple leading the four groups and looking favourites to figure in the play-offs at Warrington on August Bank Holiday Monday. But much can happen to change the situation during the next six weeks.

 Feature of Tattenhall Wreckers’ nine wickets win at Oxton in the West group was the hat-trick performed by Bob  Knight off the last three balls of the home innings.

 In the Central group. Toft are the only team to have won all six games, but lead Nantwich Cavaliers by only four points. 

 Feature of the North-East group games has been the good form of Iain Harrop’s Sale Silverbacks with five wins out of six.

 Romiley won their first game in the South-East group by 44 runs at home to Alderley Edge Wizards. At the top Marple lead Bollington by just two points. 

West group results

NESTON (4 pts.) beat IRBY by 3 wickets:

 Irby 92-9 (Rennie 25, Strong 3-14); Neston 96-7 (Scriven 31, Watkin 3-18).

OXTON lost to TATTENHALL WRECKERS (4 pts.) by 9 wickets:

 Oxton 125-8 (Callaghan 29, Knight 4-23, inc. hat-trick, Murray 3-27); Tattenhall 127-21 (Hill 33, Hope 32, Nicholls 30). 

UPTON lost to NEW BRIGHTON (4 pts.) by 29 runs:

 New Brighton 110-9 (Burns 31, N. Sharrock 3-18, P. Clark 3-20); Upton 81-7 (I. Sharrock 32, Chew 3-7). 

Central group

BOWDON v DAVENHAM: no result received. 

MOBBERLEY lost to TOFT (4 pts.) by 36 runs:

 Toft 141-4 (Mitchell 30, Walker 30); Mobberley 105-7 (D. Potts 30, Elwood 2-14). 

WARRINGTON lost to GRAPPENHALL (4 pts.) by 80 runs:

 Grappenhall 166-4 (Green 36, Fairbrother 35, Newall 32, N. Sharp 31): Warrington 86-6 (Bate 30, Roylance 3-3, Newall 2-2). 

North-East Group 

BOWDON VALE VIKINGS  (4 pts.) beat CHEADLE HULME by 6 wickets:

 Cheadle Hulme 117 (M. Bolger 32, Potts 32, Froggatt 2-6, Hutton 2-15, Shakespeare 2-356); Bowdon Vale 119-4 (Webb 31, Roberts 21, Potts 2-9). 

BROOKLANDS v URMSTON: Urmston won. No result received. 

 CHEADLE (4 pts.) beat TIMPERLEY by 33 runs:

 Cheadle 132-6 (Oldfield 31, McCall 2-22); Timperley 99-8 (Busby 34, Watkins 3-12). 

South-East group

BOLLINGTON (4 pts.) beat BREDBURY SAINTS by 6 wickets:

 Bredbury 74-7 (Clarke 30, Gilder 2-15); Bollington 75-6 (Lomax 30, Hayes 2-11). 

MACCLESFIELD (4 pts.) beat POYNTON LEGENDS by 8 wickets.

 Poynton 138-4 (Berzins 33, Saddington 31, Cowan 3-34); Macclesfield 140-2 (Platt 31, Cowan 30, Mannion 27, Knight 26).

ROMILEY (4 pts.) beat ALDERLEY EDGE WIZARDS by 44 runs:

 Romiley 146-3 (M. Potter 35, A. Potter 30); Alderley Edge 102-9 (Hooton 4-24).

FIXTURES ON WEDNESDAY, JUNE 23rd (6.15 p.m.)

WEST GROUP: Chester Boughton Hall v New Brighton; Irby v Upton; Neston v Tattenhall Wreckers. Open: Oxton.  

CENTRAL GROUP: Mobberley v Grappenhall; Nantwich Cavaliers v Davenham; Toft v Bowdon. Open: Warrington. 

NORTH-EAST GROUP Cheadle v Bowdon Vale Vikings; Sale Silverbacks v Cheadle Hulme; Timperley v Urmston. open: Brooklands. 

SOUTH-EAST GROUP: Marple v Macclesfield; Poynton Legends v Alderley Edge Wizards; Romiley v Bredbury Saints. Open: Bollington. 
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Over 40s tables inc. June 16th

West group


P
W
T
C
L
Pts.

NESTON



6
5
0
1
0
22

IRBY



6
3
0
1
2
14

NEW BRIGHTON


6
3
0
1
2
14

CHESTER BO. HALL

6
2
0
2
2
12

OXTON



6
2
0
1
3
10

TATTENHALL WRECKERS
6
2
0
1
3
10

UPTON



6
0
0
1
5
2

Central Group


P
W
 T
C
L
Pts.

TOFT



6
6
0
0
0
24

NANTWICH CAVALIERS

6
5
0
0
1
20

GRAPPENHALL


6
4
0
0
2
16

*DAVENHAM


5
2
0
0
3
8



MOBBERLEY


6
2
0
0
4
8

WARRINGTON


6
1
0
0
5
4

*BOWDON


5
0
0
0
5
0

* Missing result

North-East group

P
W
T
C
L
Pts.

SALE SILVERBACKS

6
5
0
0
1
20



URMSTON


6
4
0
0
2
16

BROOKLANDS


6
3
0
0
3
12

CHEADLE


6
3
0
0
3
12

BOWDON VALE VIKINGS

6
2
0
0
4
8

CHEADLE HULME

6
2
0
0
4
8

TIMPERLEY


6
2
0
0
4
8

South-East group

P
W
T
C
L
Pts.

MARPLE


6
5
0
1
0
22

BOLLINGTON


6
5
0
0
1
20

POYNTON LEGENDS

6
3
0
0
3
12

MACCLESFIELD


6
2
0
2
2
12

ALDERLEY EDGE WIZARDS
6
2
0
0
4
8

BREDBURY SAINTS

6
1
0
1
4
6

ROMILEY


6
1
0
0
5
4

OVER 60s WIN AGAIN

THE Spitfire 60 Plus County championship game between Cheshire and Yorkshire at New Rover, Leeds on Tuesday, June 15th  resulted in an 11 runs win for Andy Hurworth’s team, their third in succession. 

 Scores: Cheshire 196-7 (Tony Waddington 41, Ian Brown 41, Andy Hurworth 34); Yorkshire 185 (Ian Brown 5-6, Chris Lees 2-19).

 The Vets whirr into action this week against Northumberland & Durham at Cheadle Hulme on Tuesday (1.30 p.m.). 

  o Cheshire‘s next game in the National 50 Plus county championship is against Lancashire at Allerton on Wednesday, June 23rd (1.30 p.m.). 

CHESHIRE DEVELOPMENT TEAM TRIUMPH

CHESHIRE Development team scored a double success over the Yorkshire Academy in superb conditions at Tattenhall on Tuesday and Wednesday last week. “We were awesome!” cooed team manager Steve Amison. 

 In a 50 overs match on the first day, Cheshire amassed 402-6 with James McCoy needing only 137 deliveries to post 127, Ollie Law 51, Pat Roberts 45, Johnny Kettle 40, Khalid Sawas 39 and Danny Cranmer 35.  Yorkshire were then bowled out for 126, Jonny Fawcett taking 4-37 and James Hawley 3-16.

 In a switch to Twenty20 style cricket on the second day, Cheshire won by 31 runs.: Cheshire 167 (Calum Rowe 85); Yorkshire 136 (Danny Cranmer 4-28).

 The Development squad were due to host Warwickshire Under 19s at Middlewich on Monday and Tuesday this week with Tom Parfett  (Macclesfield) as captain, 11 a.m. daily.    
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Syddall blow for Cheshire

CHESHIRE began a three-day Minor Counties championship match against Wiltshire at Chester Boughton Hall on Sunday when they dismissed their visitors for 251 after being 140-2, spinners Jonnie Fawcett and Nathan Dumelow taking 4-35 and 4-81 respectively.

 Cheshire replied with 125-3 by the close, including an unbeaten 52 not out from Matt Dawson.

 Cheshire suffered a major setback when Bowdon ‘s Adam Syddall fell in the field and damaged the shoulder on which he had undergone a winter operation. He was taken to hospital and may be out of the rest of the match.

 Dumelow took over the captaincy due to the indisposition of Andrew Hall.

 Play continues on Monday and Tuesday (11 a.m. daily).

NATIONAL DATES

TWO League clubs are to figure in respective group semi-finals in the National championship.
 Grappenhall host Eagley from the Bolton League in Group 5 on Sunday, June 27th, while Alderley Edge are at home to Walmley from the Birmingham League in Group 7 on Sunday, July 4th. 

CHESHIRE CUP: ROUND 3 SHOCK FOR HYDE

RESULTS of Cheshire Cup 3rd round games played on Sunday: 
 Lindow 166-9 Oulton Park 168-6; Heaton Mersey 166 (H. Rashid 47) Stockport 167-4 (J. Crichton 55, T. Facer 53no); Urmston 296-7 (C. Allison 108, S. Clarence 61) Brooklands 235 (A.J. Hart 48); Sale 326-5 (H. Khan 97 off 49 balls, D. Halkon 60, K. Wellings 62, J. Benzafar 45) Hyde 316-8 (R. Woolley 136 off 80 balls, D. Fitzsimmons 80, T. Young 41no; played at Hyde); Chester Boughton Hall v Bramhall (now on June 27); Irby wo Rode Park & Lawton; Middlewich wo Upton; Oxton wo Winsford; Neston wo Cheadle Hulme.

 Round 4 (Sunday, June 27): Bollington v Oulton Park; Bowdon v Timperley; Irby v Stockport; Urmston v Elworth; Widnes v Middlewich (prov. on July 4); Sale v Neston; Oxton v Nantwich; Chester BH or Bramhall v Alderley Edge (July 11). 

CHESHIRE SHIELD first round results on Sunday: 

Aston 222-8 Parkfield Liscard 274; Birkenhead Park wo Barnton; Hale Barns wo Trafford MV.

 Round 2 draw and results: Parkfield Liscard v Crewe; Birkenhead St. Mary’s v Cheadle; Hawk Green v Congleton; Birkenhead  Park v Caldy; Warrington v Romiley; Chester CO 148 Lymm OP 188-6; Chelford v Hale Barns; Marple 279-7 (J. Crisall 104) Macclesfield 182.   Remaining games are to be played on Sunday, July 4th. 

 Cheshire Cup and Shield information provided by Competitions organiser Ian Greensmith. 

LATEST TRANSFERS

EDWARD FILER (from Brymbo to Chester Boughton Hall). June 16.

*LES CONNOLLY (from Grappenhall to Warrington). June 16.

 * Connolly played for Warrington before the transfer was applied for and was thus ineligible. Disciplinary action is following. 

NEW BRAMHALL NETS IN USE

BRAMHALL secretary Frank Norris reports to Newsletter: “Members are now using the new 4-lane net facility which replaces inferior nets constructed when the club moved to Church Lane 10 years ago. I had the pleasure of overseeing the project which has been funded by the ECB and ourselves.

 “The Cheshire Board’s Mike Woollard was invited for a chat and helped us get the project off the ground. The nets are the product of much hard work by many members and indicates the drive and ambition within the membership. I would like to put on record the brilliant support we have received from Mike and the ECB’s Dan Musson. An official opening date will be decided soon”.

REPRESENTATIVE CRICKET

WIDNES wicket-keeper Ian Spencer captains the League team to take on the Merseyside Competition in their second Mullaney Trophy game at Upton on Sunday, June 27th (1.30 p.m). 

  On Sunday, July 4th the League Under 18s take on Liverpool Competition for the North-West Colts Trophy at Orrell  (1 p.m.).

 World Cup final day, July 11th, sees the League play the Liverpool Competition in what is hoped will become an annual Challenge Match (1 p.m).

NORTHWICH TOP MELLER BRAGGINS TABLE

RESULTS of games played in the First Division of the Meller Braggins Cheshire League on Saturday, June 19:

 Ashley 191-4 Hale Barns 190-7 dec.; Mere 135 Marple 139-5; Oakmere 183-9 Northwich 249-2 dec.; Trafford MV 82 Stockport 136; Weaverham 131-8 Alvanley 129; Winnington Park 197 Davenham 217-2 dec.

 Placings after nine games: Northwich 182 pts.; Hale Barns 161; Malpas 161; Stockport 158; Alvanley 144; Ashley 137; Oakmere 129; Weaverham 120; Winnington Park 117; Trafford MV 114; Mere 94; Davenham 93. 

 The top two clubs are normally be promoted to the County League Second Division and the bottom two to the Meller Braggins Second Division. 
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Neston 4th teamer is Player of Month 

WINNER of the sponsors’ Performance of the Month award for April & May is Neston 4th XI batsman  Tom Williams for his record-break innings of 228 not out against Chester Boughton Hall 4th in a Saturday 3rd XI 2nd Division game at Filkins Lane on May 22nd. 

 Tom’s innings was compiled in 27.3 overs and was part of an unbroken opening partnership of 334 with Kurt Sturzy (94).  The previous highest League score was 212 by Pat Ashling for Bowdon 2nd in 2008.

MACCLESFIELD NOT MOVING:  Macclesfield have confirmed that they will not be moving from their present ground in Victoria road.  It was agreed at a recent EGM that the alternative sites inspected were not suitable and that the best course was to remain at their present home and put what financial resources they had to improving its facilities.

 Various fund-raising events are planned and Macclesfield will also seek ECB and other available grants to improve their dressing-rooms and general infrastructure. 

LORDS CRICKET BALLS: The League have received two supplies of 12 cricket balls from Lords  International suppliers of South Wales and plan to test them out in full First and Second Division programmes during July.  Details will be circulated later. 

OVERSEAS PLAYERS:  Of 29 Overseas players registered with the League by May 31st, South African Sifiso Mbili (Ashton on Mersey) and Indian Amit Uniyal (Oxton) are not now coming to the UK.  In addition, Brad Rasool (Neston) has left to play in the Devon League. No further applications can be accepted.

MID-SEASON MEETING:  A total of 14 clubs were absent from the mid-season Management Committee meeting at Timperley on Wednesday, June 16th.  This meeting will be dispensed with in 2011 unless there is a ‘hot topic’ requiring clubs’ attention and presence. 

LEAGUE RULING:  All clubs should note a tidying up of Rule 7c d on page 265 of the handbook. This currently reads “No player may make his first 1st or 2nd XI appearance of the season for his club during the last five Saturdays of the season unless he has already played in another 1st, 2nd ,  3rd or Over 40s League fixture for that club during the season (in 2010 the guiding date is August 15th.)

 The words Over 40s are to be deleted; therefore playing in an Over 40s game will not now count as a qualifying appearance. 

FIRST WEBSITE FINE:  The League have imposed the first fine for non compliance with the rule requiring clubs to post their full and accurate 1st XI scorecards on the website within 48 hours.  Hyde did not do so for their match on June 5th 

 Clubs have been warned by chairman David Humpage not to post derogatory remarks about the umpires, their opponents or opponents’ pitches on their websites. 

EXTRA BALLS: Clubs needing additional cricket balls should apply to League Treasurer Brent Wilkinson.  They will cost £15.10p each. 

GROUND INSPECTIONS:  Clubs who would like their ground inspecting under the ECB’s PQS scheme should apply to Grounds chairman John Bygate.  The ECB will foot the cost of such inspections and subsequent reports. 

UMPIRES’ QUIZ by Alistair Davies
LAST WEEK’S POSER: A No Ball is called and the ball hits the striker’s wicket, removing a bail.  The striker, not having heard the No Ball call, leaves his ground heading for the pavilion.  The wicket-keeper picks up the ball and removed the remaining bail with the ball in his hand and appeals. How should the umpire respond?

ANSWER: The striker is NOT OUT. As No Ball has been called, the wicket-keeper cannot make a stumping or a run out, as the batsman is not attempting a run. Had there been contract with the ball by another fielder, the striker could have been give out.  See Laws 24.15;  38.2 e.

THIS WEEK’S QUESTION: The ball is played out towards the umpire at square leg and a fielder retrieves it and the batsmen set off for a run. The fielder throws the ball, before the batsmen have crossed, but misses the wicket and the ball goes towards the boundary on the opposite side of the field.  The batsmen complete the first run and have crossed for the second when another fielder throws the ball to the bowler’s end.  The bowler misfields it and the ball crosses the boundary.  How many runs should be scored?

 o Alistair had a testing time when he umpired the Minor Counties Cup quarter-final between Shropshire and Suffolk at Shrewsbury on June 6th. Suffolk amassed 311-3 and Shropshire had reached 4-1 off seven balls when rain ended the game. He and his colleague supervised a bowl out which resulted in a somewhat fortunate win for Shropshire by five hits to three.  
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‘INNS & OUTS’: THE book which League secretary Geoff Wellsteed has co-written with Anthony Collis opens with a glowing foreword by David Frith, founding editor of Wisden Cricket Monthly, who writes: “This is a conspicuous piece of work, a pub-listing which is something of a history book as well… It therefore makes for a slightly dangerous book too, for it could inspire thirsty cricket-loving readers to go roaming around England and Wales ticking off the cricket-themed pubs.  How I’d love to join them … Indeed, might one discover a pub which has eluded the tireless sweep of Messrs Wellsteed and Collis?  It seems highly unlikely”.

 There are more than 350 cricket pubs featured and 500 photographs of related pub signs.

 There is an early bird discount until June 30th of £15 plus £3 postage and packing: apply to Square Leg Publications, 34a, Chawn Hill, Stourbridge, West Midlands DY9 7JB. The price the rises to £18 plus £3 

BEWARE MARPLE ROADWORKS: Clubs visiting Marple during the next  6 weeks should beware major roadworks approaching the town from the Stockport direction. Watch out for the diversion signs which will be posted. 
RICK DAVIS IS HOME: Back at his Macclesfield home after major heart surgery is League panel umpire Rick Davis.  Rick thanks those who sent him good wishes messages or visited him in Wythenshawe Hospital and hopes to be out watching cricket by early June.   

Harking back a week ……..

Premier League Umpires’ ground reports (maximum 20 in both pitch & outfield categories): Bramhall 14-20; Chester 18-20; Didsbury no result sheet received; Hyde 11-18; Oxton no result sheet received; Toft 16-18.

 Best individual performances to June 12th:  Batting:  Duffy (Hyde) 526; L. Dixon (Oxton) 491; Clarence (Urmston) 478.  Bowling: Hawley (Neston) 31; Whittaker (Alderley Edge) 26; Kegg (Chester) 25.  

 Chester v Bowdon: there was a partnership of 105 for the fourth Bowdon wicket between Jordan Clark (84) and Ian Claridge (55 not out).

 For the first time this season, no Alderley Edge batsman topped 50 in their tally of 121 all out at Hyde, the highest ‘scorer’ being Extras (33). 

 An opening partnership worth 140 between Toby Drummond (113) and Andy Bones (41) launched Toft towards their best of the day tally of 284-3 in the winning draw at home to Urmston. . 

  o Feature of Toft’s game against Urmston on a sun-kissed day at Booth Park was the visitors’ following which numbered more than 20 – highly unusual in the CCL. This excluded the Urms’ scorer, injured skipper Chris Watson.  MTB offers thanks for a welcome interval refreshment. 

 All umpires assessment cards for May 29, June and June 12 were submitted.

Division One ground reports: Bollington 13-14; Cheadle Hulme 14-16; Heaton Mersey 16-16; Poynton 191-19; Upton 18-17; Widnes no result sheet received. 

 Best performances.  Batting: Wilde (Cheadle) 496; Rowe (Bolly) 404; Henry (Widnes) 346.  Bowling: Tait (Macclesfield) and Ali (Bolly) both 31; Schuppan (Cheadle Hulme) 27.

  In their defeat at home to Grappenhall, Bollington’s innings reached 66-1, then only 33 further runs were scored.

 For Cheadle Hulme v Irby, openers Jordan Potts (70) and Danny Hawes (69) scored 140.  The Irby replied crashed to 94-9 before Dave Newman (60) and J. Overend (0 not out) added 33 for the 10th wicket in 10 defiant overs to hold out for a draw. Dan Schuppan took 7-58, his haul including including four batsmen bowled and two lbw.

 When Macclesfield won by 158 runs at Poynton, the home side managed only one double figure score (M. Heathcote  25) in an all out total of 53. Five other batsman failed to trouble the scorers.  The Poynton result sheet submitted contained only one page and was not fully completed. 

 Missing umpires assessment cards: May 29: Cheadle, Irby; June 5: Cheadle; Middlewich;  June 12; Cheadle. Assessor Ken Spilsbury reports that Cheadle have now missed five weeks in the first 10 @ £15 a time.

Division Two ground reports:  Ashton on Mersey 11-18; Birkenhead Park 14-19; Brooklands 14-16; Sale 16-16; Timperley 18-19; Tattenhall 18-19.

 Best individual performances.  Batting: Zybrands (Bredbury St. Mark’s) 441; Hope (Tattenhall) 418; P. Wood (Bredbury) 385.  Bowling: Williamson (Tattenhall) 38; Greasley (Marple) 32; R. Halkon (Sale) 31. 

  The Bredbury St. Mark’s victory at Ashton on Mersey produced 22 points for Bredbury (not 23 as marked by the umpires)   

 Scores in the Brooklands v Stockport Georgians game were 147 – 142, not 142- 137 as reported.  Steve Vincent made took catches for Georgians whose Gareth (not Gavin) Friday took seven wickets. 

 Marple had no scorer at Timperley.

  Slow bowler Craig Williamson had a bowling analysis of 24-4-104-2 in his team’s eight wickets win at Mobberley.  John Hope (83) and Paul Kettle (61not out) added 112 for the second Tatters wicket.

 Missing umpires assessment cards: June 5: Marple, Mobberley; June 12: Ashton on Mersey, Marple, Mobberley, Stockport Georgians. 

o Missing result sheets which should be submitted without further delay:   DIDSBURY v Nantwich (Premier League June 12); WIDNES v Christleton (Division One June 12); MIDDLEWICH v Sale (T20, May 27).
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Saturday, June 26th fixtures & umpires

ECB Premier League (12.30 p.m.)

BRAMHALL v HYDE




Alistair Davies & Peter Ogden




DIDSBURY v NESTON




Ian Drury & George Murphy

CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL v ALDERLEY EDGE
Jon Hacking & John Lofthouse

 

OXTON v NANTWICH




Don Flanagan & Ken Rothwell

TOFT v BOWDON




Ged Kinsey & Chris Smith

URMSTON v OULTON PARK



Dave Goulding & Glyn Roberts



 
First Division (1 p.m.)

BOLLINGTON v CHEADLE HULME


Stuart Anderson & Paul Herring

HEATON MERSEY v GRAPPENHALL


Ron Bedson & Graham Harris

MIDDLEWICH v CHRISTLETON



Colin Byrom & Stan Davies

POYNTON v IRBY




Bob Cunningham & Tom Park

UPTON v MACCLESFIELD



Peter Hanaby & Dave Sutton

WIDNES v CHEADLE




Trevor Burnett & Ian Greensmith
Second Division (1 p.m.)

ASHTON on MERSEY v MOBBERLEY


Peter Hayes & Steve Kirkbright

BIRKENHEAD PARK v BREDBURY ST. MARK’S
Barrie Burns & Brian Jones

BROOKLANDS v TATTENHALL


Clive Rice & Don Speakman




CONGLETON v WARRINGTON



Ken Simpson & Jim Whitehead

SALE v MARPLE




Jeff Plumpton & Ray Prescott

TIMPERLEY v STOCKPORT GEORGIANS

Liam Spires & Sagir Parkar

Clubs who seek early starts to watch World Cup football on Saturday should obtain the agreement of their opponents, then notify the Competition Sec. ASAP so that umpires can be notified.

SUNDAY

Mullaney Trophy (at Upton, 1.30 p.m.)

COUNTY LEAGUE v MERSEYSIDE COMPETITION






 THIS WEEK’S CRICKET QUOTE …..

 “For goodness sake skipper, say something even if it’s only ‘goodbye’ ”

  - Worcestershire’s Roly Jenkins to his England captain Bob Wyatt, not renowned for his calling.

 “See me at lunch time, Jenkins”.

  - Wyatt’s austere reply. 

 If the Newsletter is not received by mid-afternoon Monday, please contact mike.t-b@virgin.net
