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All in the melting pot

at half-way stage

HYDE were the only ECB Premier League club in the top nine to win on a day of high run-scoring as the season reached its half-way mark with temperatures up in the 80s.  

 Hyde recorded their third successive victory, by nine wickets after bowling out wooden spoonists Bramhall for 84 (Tom Young 5-40, Rob Woolley 3-35) and replying with 85-1 in just 17 overs (Danny Leech not out 40). This consolidated fourth spot for the Werneth Low team and  gives them every chance of staking a claim for the title ….especially with leaders Neston suffering their second successive defeat.

 This came when the Parkgate side were roundly outplayed at Didsbury who rattled up 212-7, Nick Anderson 53, Chris Finegan 3-62. Neston were dismissed for 134, Cheshire’s new left-arm spinner Jonny Fawcett taking 4-63.

 Toft stay second after amassing 310-8 in a winning draw against a toothless Bowdon attack at Knutsford.  Bowdon were minus opening bowlers Adam Syddall, possibly out for the season with a badly-damaged shoulder and Lancashire’s Steve Cheetham, summoned to act as a net bowler for England at Old Trafford. For Toft, Simon Hardstaff scored an unbeaten 101, Nigel Muirhead 77 and Adam Carolan 71, while spinner Gareth Edwards took 3-90.  Another Lancashire starlet, Academy batsman Jordan Clark was again prominent, scoring a quality 85 and with John Cooper, 57, added 134 for third wicket in Bowdon’s reply of 245-6. Their 11 points tally drops them to 11th place and the spectre looms of the club being relegated for the first time. 

Clarence defies Oulton Park

 Oulton Park continue to work up steam after a bad patch, but they couldn’t dislodge the Urmston tail-enders at Moorside road and had to be content with 16 draw points. Rick Moore scored 68 and Ben Spendlove 51 in Oulton’s 267-5 declared, Sean Clarence 3-75. Urmston responded with 228-8, the outstanding Aussie Clarence contributing 78 and Nathan Dumelow claiming 4-79.

 The day’s only other winners were lowly Nantwich, who did their prospects of survival a power of good with an improved performance at Oxton after posting a modest 163, Rob Howell 52, Sean Moore 3-42, Mark Rowland 3-51.  The usually strong Oxton batting collapsed from 91-2 to 146 all out (Chris Davies 46, Lee Dixon 38) against the pace of Jimmy Warrington, 6-43. 

 Former New Zealand Test batsman Lou Vincent pulled off five fine slip catches for the Dabbers and impressed umpire Don Flanagan reports: “One catch to dismiss young Ross Dixon was like David James at his best!” 

 Chester Boughton Hall looked odds on an overdue victory against Alderley Edge at Filkins Lane while Maroof Khan was at the wicket.  But when he was out for a quality 68, Chester collapsed from 170-3 to close on 226-9, five runs short of Alderley’s pre-tea tally of 231, Jonnie Usher 58 not out, Ajit Ranjan 6-75, Trevor Fabien 3-78.

AT MID-SEASON, 2009 ….Bowdon led the Premiership with 220 points, finishing runners-up with 366. Second, 28 points behind on 192, were Oulton Park who went on to win the title with 389.  

 Macclesfield were bottom of the table with 99 points on June 27th, 2009, failing to get off the bottom rung with a final tally of 203. Widnes were mid-table with 152 points at the half-way mark, then had eligibility problems and finished 11th with 244, including a 60 points deduction 
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Division One

ARE GRAPPENHALL SLIPPING?

AFTER winning their first seven games, Grappenhall have lost two and drawn one of the last four, Saturday’s visit to Heaton Mersey dealing the leaders a damaging 129 runs defeat.

 Gautam Narayanan top-scored with 54 in ‘Mersey’s all out 197, Dean Riches 4-42, but Grappers’ reply lacked the influence of skipper Steve Titchard and closed 19 behind on 178, Luke McCoy 57. South African all-rounder Gareth Basson was unplayable with a return of 6-32 off 12 overs to ease his side three places up the table.

 Second-placed Macclesfield reduced the deficit to 12 points with an 86 runs win at Upton after posting 191-7, Khalid Sawas 48. Upton’s recent good run ended with an all-out 105 against the pace of Ian Tate 5-41.

 Widnes remain third, only one further point behind, thanks to an eight wickets demolition of Cheadle at Beaconsfield road.  Opting to bat, Cheadle were all out 183, Chris Grindey 39, Danny Moore 4-83. Solid batting from Tony Hurdley 55, Scott Henry 49 not out and Chris Kirby, 46 not out saw Widnes home in 37 overs.

Five wins in six for Poynton

Poynton made it five wins in the last six by an eight wickets margin at home to Irby who were sent back for 140, Jamie Hurworth 59, Rhys Burke 3-79.  Ever-consistent Brian Kingham 56 highlighted Poynton’s reply.

 Divisional Player of the Year in 2009, Sri Lankan born Iroshan de Silva has come good after a slow start, contributing 121 to a best of season 276-3 at Middlewich, aided by the reliable David Bates, 70.  With only one win since promotion – back on April 24th – Middlewich got to 167-8 in reply for a 8 – 16 points draw, Stuart Price 41 not out, Paul Allen 3-35. 

 Calum Rowe scored 103 not out and Tom Gower 73 batted superbly to help Bollington declare at 263-3 in just 48 overs against Cheadle Hulme at the Recreation Ground.  Ewan McCray took all three wickets for 99. Beaten only once, Cheadle Hulme’s ‘response was a solid at 197-5, Jordan Potts 43.

DIVISION 2

Leaders Marple thrashed at Sale

AS in the two upper divisions, the Second Division leaders were also well and truly beaten, in this case by principal challengers Sale at Dane road. 

 Sale were right to bat after winning the toss, amassing 278-4, with openers Danny Halkon 116 (21 boundaries) and Ian Dixon, 76, putting on 182 for the first wicket to claim maximum bonus points. Stuart Gray went on to add an unbeaten 52, Andy Greasley 4-107. Marple were all at sea after tea, being dismissed 135 runs short at 143, Garry Cash 37, while Hasan Khan took 4-29, Rick Halkon 3-25 and Mike Halkon 3-54.  This reduces Marple’s lead to 29 points. 

 Warrington looked impressive in a 71 runs win at Congleton where they totted up 288-4 with 80 from T. Jones, 73 to James Hughes and from 45 from Mal Agar.  Congleton have a jewel in Kiwi batsman Jerrym Lamb who scored a classy 110 to dominate his team’s reply of 217, Robert Batey 4-53, Ryan Swart 3-30 and Steve Heydon 3-34. On this form, the men from Walton Lea are certain to stay in the promotion mix.

 Mobberley made it three wins in four and are moving in the right direction after their latest success, by three wickets at Ashton on Mersey, who scored an above average 194, Mark Duncan 40 not out, Abdul Aqeel 4-55. Back in the first team after a spell in charge of the thirds, Nathan Wood top-scored with 54 for Mobberley, David Leonard 47, C. Roscoe 4-78.

Park in trouble

Birkenhead Park have dropped into the relegation places after their fifth defeat, by 90 runs at home to Bredbury St. Mark’s who scored 217 batting first, Peter Zybrands 60, Paul Wood 43, Carl Ainsworth 4-48.  Skipper Chris Foran top-scored with 47 for Park, C. Nuttall taking 4-16.

 Best bowling of the day in any division was performed by Graham Forster who claimed 8-60 for Tsttenhall at Brooklands, whom they bowled out for 195, A.J. Hart 51, David Madden 50. Paul Kettle contributed 84 to Tatters’ reply of 196-7 which brought them a three wickets win.

 Umpires Clive Rice and Don Speakman report: “This was a really good game of cricket, played in a great spirit..  Both teams should be congratulated on an excellent effort in the heat”.

ANOTHER DOUBLE CENTURION: Adding to the growing list of double centuries scored in this perfect batting season, 19 year-old Chester Boughton Hall player Bob Evans hit 219 at Alderley Edge in a 2nd XI game on Saturday. The son of former Chester club chairman Phil Evans, Bob stands 6 ft. 3 ins and weighs 17 stone, so puts plenty of beef into his hitting

 It was his fourth century and the 10th recorded at all levels by Chester batsmen so far in 2010. 
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Straight from the scorebooks …..

ECB PREMIER LEAGUE

DIDSBURY (won toss, 25 pts.) beat NESTON (6 pts.) by 78 runs:

 Didsbury 212-7 dec. (55 overs: N. Anderson 53, P. Moors 44, M. Fisher 32, C. Finegan 3-62); 

 Neston 134 (46 overs: L. Camden 29, J. Fawcett 4-63, P. Sperring 3-20).

CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL (11 pts.) drew with ALDERLEY EDGE (toss, 17 pts.)

 Alderley Edge 231 (53 overs: J. Usher 58no, A. Worrall 46, M. Currie 45, A. Ranjan 6-75, T. Fabien 3-78); 

 Chester Boughton Hall 226-9 (57 overs: M. Khan 68, S. Ogilby 46, O. Law 42, M. Warnes 5-62).

HYDE (toss, 20 pts.) beat BRAMHALL (1 pt.) by 9 wickets

 Bramhall 84 (38 overs: T. Young 5-40, R. Woolley 3-35); 

 Hyde 86-1 (17 overs: D. Leech 40no).

OXTON (7 pts.) lost to NANTWICH (toss, 22 pts.) by 17 runs:

 Nantwich 163 (55 overs: R. Howell 52, A. Newton 45, S. Moore 3-42, M. Rowland 3-51); 

 Oxton 146 (46 overs: C. Davies 46, L. Dixon 38, J. Warrington 6-43, L. Vincent 5 slip catches).

TOFT (toss, 15 pts.) drew with BOWDON (11 pts.)

 Toft 310-9 dec. (55 overs: S. Hardstaff 101no, N. Muirhead 77, A. Carolan 71, G. Edwards 3-90; 

 Bowdon 245-5 (55 overs: J. Clark 85, J. Cooper 57, D. Ball 44.).

URMSTON (10 pts.) drew with OULTON PARK (toss, 16 pts.)

 Oulton Park 267-5 dec. (55 overs: R. Moore 68, B. Spendlove 51, N. James 47no, J. Kettle 37, S. Clarence 3-75);  Urmston 228-8 (55 overs: S. Clarence 78, J. Skelley 44, C. Watson 41, N. Dumelow 4-79). . 

DIVISION ONE

BOLLINGTON (won toss, 12 pts.) drew with CHEADLE HULME (9 pts.)

 Bollington 263-3 dec. (48 overs: C. Rowe 103no, T. Gower 73, E. McCray 3-99); 

 Cheadle Hulme 197-5 (52 overs: Jordan Potts 43).

HEATON MERSEY (24 pts.) beat GRAPPENHALL (9 pts.) by 19 runs.

 Heaton Mersey 197 (49 overs, G. Narayanan 54, D. Riches 4-42, G. Burns 3-64); 

 Grappenhall 178 (48 overs: L. McCoy 57, A. Roylance 33, G. Basson 6-23, H. Rashid 3-59).

MIDDLEWICH (toss, 8 pts.) drew with CHRISTLETON (16 pts.)

 Christleton 275-3 dec. (50 overs: I. de Silva 121, D. Bates 70); 

 Middlewich 167-8 (50 overs: S. Price 41, P. Allen 3-39, M. Parkinson 3-55).

POYNTON (toss, 20 pts.) beat IRBY (5 pts.) by 8 wickets.

 Irby 140 (50 overs: J. Hurworth 59, R. Burke 3-79); 

 Poynton 141-2 (37 overs: B. Kingham 56, R. Burke 34no).

UPTON (5 pts.) lost to MACCLESFIELD (toss, 23 pts.) by 86 runs:

 Macclesfield 191-7 dec. (50 overs: K. Sawas 48, R. Keen 32, S. McGowan 3-24); 

 Upton 105 (35 overs: I. Tait 5-41, T. Barron 3-25).

WIDNES (25 pts.) beat CHEADLE (toss, 7 pts.) by 8 wickets.

 Cheadle 183 (50 overs: C. Grindey 39, A. Punja 36, D. Moore 4-83, T. Evans 3-59); 

 Widnes 184-2 (37 overs: A. Hurdley 55, S. Henry 49no, C. Kirby 46no).
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DIVISION TWO

ASHTON on MERSEY (won toss, 12 pts.)  lost to MOBBERLEY (25 pts.) by 3 wickets:

 Ashton on Mersey 194 (50 overs: M. Duncan 43, A. Aqeel 4-55; 

 Mobberley 196-7 (48 overs: N. Wood 54, D. Leonard 47, N. Saeed 35, C. Roscow 4-75).

BIRKENHEAD PARK (6 pts.) lost to BREDBURY ST. MARK’s  (toss, 24 pts.) by 90 runs:

 Bredbury St. Mark’s 217 (50 overs: P. Zybrands 60, P. Wood 43, C. Ainsworth 4-48); 

 Birkenhead Park 127 (40 overs: C. Foran 47, C.Nuttall 4-16).

BROOKLANDS (toss, 12 pts.) lost to TATTENHALL (20 pts.) by 3 wickets.

 Brooklands 195 (48 overs: A. Hart 51, D. Madden 50, G. Forster 8-60); Tattenhall 196-7 (48 overs: P. Kettle 84).

CONGLETON (7 pts.) lost to WARRINGTON (25 pts.) by 71 runs:

 Warrington 288-4 dec. (50 overs: C. Jones 80, J. Hughes 73, M. Agar 45, D. Pascoe 32no); 

 Congleton 217 (46 overs: J. Lamb 110, R. Booth 39, R. Batey 4-53, R. Swart 3-30, S. Heydon 3-34).

SALE (toss, 25 pts.) beat MARPLE (5 pts.) by 135 runs:

 Sale 278-4 dec. (50 overs: D. Halkon 116, I. Dixon 76 = first wicket stand of 182, S. Grant 52no, A. Greasley 4-107); 

 Marple 243 (35 overs: J. Marshall 35, G. Cash 35, H. Khan 4-29, R. Halkon 3-25, M. Halkon 3-54).

 TIMPERLEY (toss, 16 pts.) drew with STOCKPORT GEORGIANS (10 pts.):

 Timperley 259-5 dec. (47 overs: P. Herrick 128no, A, Griffiths 40no); 

 Stockport Georgians 236-7 (50 53 overs: M. Naughtin 73, N. Liddell 3-77).

PICK OF WEEK

Premier League

Batting: Simon Hardstaff (Toft) 101no v Bowdon

Bowling: Jimmy Warrington (Nantwich) 6-43 v Oxton

All-rounder: o Sean Clarence (Urmston) 78 and 3-75 v Oulton Park. 

First Division

Batting: Iroshan de Silva (Christleton) 121 v Middlewich

Bowling: oGareth Basson (Heaton Mersey) 6-32 v Grappenhall

All-rounder: oRhys Burke (Poynton) 34no and 3-79 v Irby.

Second Division

Batting: Peter Herrick (Timperley) 128no v Stockport Georgians

Bowling: Graham Forster (Tattenhall) 8-60 v Brooklands

All-rounder: none recorded.

 o = overseas player. 
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Half-way league placings

ECB Premier League
P
W25
W20
D
C/A
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts.

NESTON

11
6
1
1
0
3
28
13
213

TOFT


11
1
3
4
0
3
63
23
179

OULTON PARK
11
3
2
2
1
3
32
14
172

HYDE


11
1
3
4
1
2
50
22
172

ALDERLEY EDGE
11
0
5
5
0
1
34
25
168

URMSTON

11
2
1
5
0
3
55
26
161

CHESTER BO. HALL
11
1
2
3
0
5
56
29
156

OXTON

11
3
1
2
0
5
34
20
153

DIDSBURY

11
1
2
5
1
2
38
27
147

NANTWICH

11
0
3
3
0
5
52
29
147

*BOWDON

11
0
2
2
1
5
46
27
142

BRAMHALL

11
0
2
1
0
8
44
24
110

 * Bowdon’s record includes 18 tie points from a level-scores draw.

First Division

P
W25
W20
D
C/A
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts.

GRAPPENHALL
11
1
7
1
0
2
25
13
205

MACCLESFIELD
11
2
5
1
0
3
29
12
193

WIDNES

11
2
4
2
1
2
36
15
192

CHEADLE

11
2
2
2
0
5
62
17
173

BOLLINGTON

11
1
4
3
0
3
32
20
163

CHEADLE HULME
11
0
3
7
0
1
53
31
158

POYNTON

11
3
2
1
1
4
19
13
156

HEATON MERSEY
11
0
2
5
1
3
44
27
128

MIDDLEWICH

11
1
0
4
1
5
49
29
118

UPTON


11
1
1
2
1
6
36
24
116

IRBY


11
0
2
3
0
6
43
24
113

CHRISTLETON
11
0
1
3
1
6
49
27
109

Second Division
P
W25
W20
D
C/A
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts.

MARPLE

11
3
6
0
0
2
34
7
236

SALE


11
1
6
2
1
1
41
10
207

WARRINGTON
11
2
5
1
1
2
34
13
206

CONGLETON

11
2
4
0
1
4
27
9
173

BROOKLANDS

11
1
4
1
0
5
43
18
168

BREDBURY ST. MK.
11
1
4
1
0
5
35
22
164

TATTENHALL

11
2
3
2
0
4
25
21
160

STOCKPORT GEO.
11
0
3
3
0
5
54
28
148

MOBBERLEY

11
3
0
1
0
7
40
22
139

TIMPERLEY

11
0
2
3
1
5
59
25
137

BIRKENHEAD PARK
11
1
1
3
1
5
39
27
124

ASHTON on MERSEY
11
0
0
1
1
9
48
33
90
JUNE 26 NEWSLETTER: 6

Red Insure T20 quarter-finals line-up

DRAW for the quarter-finals of the Red Insure T20, games to be played by July 26th is:

TOFT v DIDSBURY

CHEADLE v ALDERLEY EDGE

GRAPPENHALL v OULTON PARK (holders)

IRBY v CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL

  The semi-final line-up on Finals Day at Chester Boughton Hall on Sunday, August 8th will therefore be:

 Toft or Didsbury v Cheadle or Alderley Edge; 

 Grappenhall or Oulton Park v Irby or Chester Boughton Hall  

  In the remaining third round games played last week, Irby scored a 53 runs victory over Widnes at Mill Hill Road,. While e won by a comfortable seven wickets margin at Bollington on Thursday.

Remaining round 3 match details:

IRBY beat WIDNES (won toss) by 53 runs: Irby 164-7 (20 overs: J. Hurworth 50, S. Hurworth 30, P. Roberts 3-30); Widnes 101-8 (20 overs: R. Yandell 30, M. Newman 4-12).

BOLLINGTON (won toss) lost to CHEADLE by 7 wickets:

 Bollington 114-9 (20 overs: A. Palazzo 44, S. Plant 2-19); Cheadle 115-3 (19 overs: A, Punja 45no, A. Wilde 25). 

TIGHT FINISHES IN PLATE 

THE second round of the T20 Plate has seen one run victories for Timperley (at Bowdon) and for Brooklands (at home to Division 2 leaders Marple) when D. Whyley took 6-19, the best bowling performance in either T20 competition this season.  Other winners were Macclesfield at Poynton, when Aussie Rhys Burke claimed 6-25 for the losers, for Oxton against Upton and Ashton on Mersey at the expense of  Congleton.

  Remaining games: Bramhall v Bredbury St. Mark’s (Tuesday, June 29th) and Middlewich v Warrington yet to be arranged.  There will be no extension to the Wednesday, June 30th deadline.

Round 2 results:

BOWDON lost to TIMPERLEY (won toss) by 1 run: Timperley 158-4 (20 overs: M. Leathley 56, P. Herrick 35, A. Griffiths 25no); Bowdon 157-5 (S. Ball 57, I. Claridge 25no).

BROOKLANDS (toss) beat MARPLE by 1 run: Brooklands 117 (19.1 overs); Marple 116-8 (20 overs: G. Cash 36, D. Whyley 6-19).

POYNTON lost to MACCLESFIELD (won toss) by 9 runs: Macclesfield 157-8 (20 overs: R. Porter 84, K. Sawas 34, R. Burke 6-25); Poynton 147-8 (20 overs: C. Clark 35, B. Cutbill 3-25).

Marple

BIRKENHEAD PARK BYE

OXTON beat UPTON (won toss) by 15 runs:

 Oxton 97 (19 overs: T. Marsland 27; Upton 82 (19 overs: D. Warburton 30, C. Cunningham 2-13).

ASHTON on MERSEY beat CONGLETON by 17 runs

Quarter-finals draw to be played by July 18:

BRAMHALL or BREDBURY v TIMPERLEY

BROOKLANDS v MACCLESFIELD

BIRKENHEAD PARK v OXTON

ASHTON on MERSEY v MIDDLEWICH or WARRINGTON

  The semi-finals have to be played by July 30.  Finals Day is at Chester on Sunday, August 8 

IMPORTANT ADVICE:  Clubs must arrange games as soon as the draw is known and the home club should then notify Competition administrator Jon Hacking (tel. 01244 814 110; e-mail jhacking@gmail.com) who will appoint panel umpires. Home clubs must telephone match results and details to the Competition secretary AND submit a result sheet within 72 hours (no umpires’ report required).

. 
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Over 40s groups taking shape

HOLDERS of the Over 40s play-off trophy, Neston are going hot foot to retain the West group title with six wins in seven games – the other cancelled - after beating Tattenhall Wreckers at Parkgate.

 The Irby v Upton game was cancelled when Upton could not raise a team.

 It looks like Toft or Nantwich Cavaliers for the Central group. Toft remained the only 100 per centers with a home win over Bowdon, while Nantwich keep up the pressure after beating Davenham at Whitehouse Lane.

 Sale Silverbacks lead the North-East group by eight points following their 64 runs win against Cheadle Hulme at Dane road.

 It’s looking like Marple or Bollington for South-West honours, Marple beating Macclesfield by seven wickets while Bolly had an open date. 

 Bredbury Saints won a cracking match at Romiley when Ian Lakin hit a six off the last ball.  Alderley Edge Wizards conceded their game at Poynton. 

West group results

CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL v NEW BRIGHTON re-arranged for Thursday, July 1.

IRBY (4 pts.) beat UPTON who could not to raise team 

NESTON (4 pts.) beat v TATTENHALL WRECKERS by 54 runs:

 Neston 162-3 (Sullivan 32, N. Davies 32, Rickman 31, Scriven 30); Tattenhall 108-3 (Ferriday 30, Richard 30). 

Central group
MOBBERLEY lost to GRAPPENHALL (4 pts.) by 67 runs:

 Grappenhall 159-5 (Fairbrother 31, Roberts 30, Whittick 3-15); Mobberley 92-6 (Sutcliffe 24, Roylance 2-13, Hartley 2-17). 

NANTWICH CAVALIERS (4 pts.) beat DAVENHAM by 38 runs:

 Nantwich 151-2 (Cowap 32, Cook 31, Newton 30); Davenham 113-5 (Isherwood 33).  

TOFT (4 pts.) beat BOWDON by 27 runs:

 Toft 148-2 (Kitton 33, Sheldon 32, Mitchell 30); Bowdon 121-8. 

LATE RESULT from June 16: Bowdon (4 pts.) beat Davenham by 4 runs.

North-East group

CHEADLE (4 pts.) beat v BOWDON VALE VIKINGS by 1 run:

 Cheadle 128-7 (Oldfield 34, Hutton 3-14); Bowdon Vale 127-6 (Bottomley 33, Thorpe 29, Nicholas 29, Dooler 3-14).

SALE SILVERBACKS  (4 pts.) beat CHEADLE HULME by 64 runs:

 Sale 146-5 (Briggs 30, Whitelegg 30, Bolton 29, Pickles 2-20); Cheadle Hulme 82-7 (Tariq Butt 4-4-0-2).

TIMPERLEY (4 pts.) beat v URMSTON by 7 wickets:

 Urmston 149-8 (Newton 35, Cartwright 34, Prickett 2-17); Timperley 150-3 (Fisher 31, Brooks 30, Prickett 30, Tootell 2-16). 

South-East Group 

MARPLE (4 pts.) beat v MACCLESFIELD by 7 wickets:

 Macclesfield 100-6 (Knight 30); Marple 104-3 (Hayward 30, Littler 25).

POYNTON LEGENDS (4 pts.) beat ALDERLEY EDGE WIZARDS who could not raise team.   

ROMILEY lost to BREDBURY SAINTS (4 pts.)  by 6 wickets:

 Romiley 125-8 (Potter 32); Bredbury 127-4 (Clarke 30, Mountford 30).

LATE RESULT from June 16: Brooklands lost to Urmston (4 pts.) by 7 wickets. 
FIXTURES ON WEDNESDAY, JUNE 30th (6.15 p.m.)

WEST GROUP: New Brighton v Irby; Tattenhall v Chester Boughton. Hall; Upton v Oxton.  Thursday, July 1: Chester Boughton Hall v New Brighton. 

CENTRAL GROUP: Bowdon v Warrington; Davenham v Toft; Grappenhall v Nantwich.  

NORTH-EAST GROUP: Bowdon Vale v Urmston; Brooklands v Timperley; Cheadle v Sale.  

SOUTH-EAST GROUP: Alderley Edge v Marple; Bredbury v Poynton; Bollington v Romiley. 
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Over 40s tables inc. June 23rd

West group


P
W
T
C
L
Pts.

NESTON



7
6
0
1
0
26

IRBY



7
4
0
1
2
18

*NEW BRIGHTON

6
3
0
1
2
14

*CHESTER BO. HALL

6
2
0
2
2
12

OXTON



6
2
0
1
3
10

TATTENHALL WRECKERS
7
2
0
1
4
10

UPTON



7
0
0
1
6
2

 * Playing on July 1. 

Central Group


P
W
 T
C
L
Pts.

TOFT



7
7
0
0
0
28

NANTWICH CAVALIERS

7
6
0
0
1
24

GRAPPENHALL


7
5
0
0
2
20

DAVENHAM


7
2
0
0
5
8



MOBBERLEY


7
2
0
0
5
8

WARRINGTON


6
1
0
0
5
4

BOWDON


7
1
0
0
6
4

North-East group

P
W
T
C
L
Pts.

SALE SILVERBACKS

7
6
0
0
1
24



CHEADLE


7
4
0
0
3
16

URMSTON


7
4
0
0
3
16

BROOKLANDS


6
3
0
0
3
12

BOWDON VALE VIKINGS

7
2
0
0
5
8

CHEADLE HULME

7
2
0
0
5
8

TIMPERLEY


7
3
0
0
4
12

South-East group

P
W
T
C
L
Pts.

MARPLE


7
6
0
1
0
26

BOLLINGTON


6
5
0
0
1
20

POYNTON LEGENDS

7
4
0
0
3
16

MACCLESFIELD


7
2
0
2
3
12

BREDBURY SAINTS

7
2
0
1
4
10

ALDERLEY EDGE WIZARDS
7
2
0
0
5
8

ROMILEY


7
1
0
0
6
4

More Vets’ cricket

OVER 50s LOSE TO LANCS

CHESHIRE lost their vital game in the National 50 Plus county championship against old rivals Lancashire at Allerton on Wednesday last week by 26 runs with a team weakened by work calls and injuries.

 Lancashire piled up 221-7 thanks largely to a brilliant unbeaten 77 from Glen Bullock, Cheshire’s best bowlers being Ian Parkinson, 3-45 and Bernie Bishop, 2-33.

 After skipper Phil Thomas had been dismissed for 29, Cheshire appeared to be cruising at 151-3 from 31 overs. Then Gary Cash and Bishop went in the same over, both for 42 and the innings ended at 195, Mike Ingham claiming 3-23.

 Having lost twice, Cheshire need to win all the remaining games to stand any chance of progressing, starting with the visit of Nottinghamshire to Toft on Wednesday, June 30th (1.30 p.m.).  

RESULT of the Spitfire 60 Plus County championship game between Cheshire and Northumberland & Durham at Cheadle Hulme on Tuesday was a six wickets win for Andy Hurworth’s team, their fourth of the season.  

 Scores: Northumberland & Durham 221-9 (Alan Hitchmough 3-45, Howard Morris 23-19, Chris Lees 2-20); Cheshire 222-4 (Alan Hitchmough 67, Andy Hurworth 64no, Tony Waddington 38. 

 Cheshire were due to take on Leicestershire at Butterwell on Monday this week. 

FINE EFFORT BY CHESHIRE DEVELOPMENT TEAM 

CHESHIRE Development team fell 28 runs short of Warwickshire Under 19s total of  319 in their two-day game at Middlewich on Monday and Tuesday last week.  This was a good effort against England U19s’ Paul Best who took 5-74 and hit 92 runs (reports team manager Steve Amison). 

 Danny Cranmer (Hyde) was the pick of the bowlers on day one with the fine figures of 4-71 off 33 overs, while Jimmy Lomas (Toft) took 2-77 on debut 

 Cheshire replied with 291 on the second day, led by Macclesfield’s Tom Parfett, 71, Calum Rowe (Bollington), whose 50 including 10 rasping boundaries and Pat Roberts (Toft) 36 not out.   Sale opener Danny Halkon pulled out due to illness on the eve of the first day. 

 Teams for next two matches against Durham Academy Lancashire Under 19s will be released shortly.  
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Impressive Cheshire victory

CHESHIRE recorded an impressive eight wickets victory over Wiltshire in their second Minor Counties championship match of the season at Chester Boughton Hall from Sunday to Tuesday last week to collect maximun 24 points (writes Neil Goulding).
 Captained by Nathan Dumelow in place of Andrew Hall who was indisposed, Cheshire bowled Wiltshire out for 251 on the first day, David Levitt 97, Didsbury spinner Jonny Fawcett taking 4-35 and Dumelow 4-81.  Cheshire replied strongly with 404-7 declared, professional all-rounder Richard Logan leading the way with a fine unbeaten 139, aided by Matt Dawson 53, Lee Dixon 45 and Danny Berry 44, to establish a lead of 153. 

 Wilts were then bowled out again for 266, Levitt 75, Logan 4-64 and in passing their visitors’ total at 117-2, James Duffy was unbeaten with 41.

 Minus factor in Cheshire’s success was a first day shoulder injury suffered by Bowdon’s Adam Syddall which may keep him out for the remainder of the season. 

 O Cheshire’s next three-day game is against Dorset at Dean Park, Bournemouth from Sunday – Tuesday, July 4 - 6. 

Football 1 Cricket 0

THE League’s Mullaney Trophy game against Merseyside Competition at Upton on Sunday was called off at 36 hours’ notice due to so many players from both sides mysteriously becoming unavailable.

 Thanks are due to those players who confirmed their willingness to play to Harry and Dorothy Bramhall despite the doubtful counter-attraction of watching England on  tv and to Upton for the match arrangements, which had to be hurriedly undone.  The match will not be re-arranged.

 League officials hope for more loyalty and co-operation for the Under 18s’ North-West Colts Trophy game against the Liverpool Competition at Orrell on Sunday, July 4th and the seniors’ Challenge Match against the Competition at Widnes on Sunday, July 11th (both 1 p.m.).

‘NATIONAL’ GROUP FINALISTS

GRAPPENHALL beat Eagley by 38 runs at Broad Lane to reach their National Club championship group final on Sunday.

 Ian Wright (62) and Will Sharp (42) top-scored in Grappenhall’s excellent tally of 253-8 and their Bolton League visitors were bowled out for 215 (Michael Ward 53), Adam Roylance returning  the remarkable figures of  9-0-51-7. 

 The other surviving County League club, Alderley Edge are at home to Walmley from the Birmingham League on Sunday, July 4th. 

UNDER 15s FINAL AT GRAPPENHALL

FINAL of the Cheshire Under 15s NatWest Bank Trophy is to be played at Grappenhall on Thursday, July 1st (6.15 p.m.). Semi-final games were Nantwich v Heaton Mersey; Elworth v Alderley Edge,due to be played on Friday and Sunday respectively. 

FIRST WIN FOR CHESHIRE WOMEN

PRESS Officer Martin Saxon proudly reports the first Women’s county championship win of the win of the season for Cheshire, beating Worcestershire at Warrington by 173 runs.  Cheshire totalled 284 thanks to a magnificent innings of 107 by Dawn Prestridge, 68 not out from Lorna Thomas and 51 by Rachel Welsh.  Worcs were bowled out for 111, Hannah Gradwell 2-0, Kate Skelhorn 2-13 and Natalie Lyons 2-17.
SHAW KENT DEBUT AT LORD’S

NANTWICH pace bowler Ashley Shaw, who has a two-year professional contract with Kent, made his debut for the Spitfires in their Friends Provident Twenty20 game against Middlesex at Lord’s last Thursday.

 Ashley had the thrill – if that’s the word – of opening the bowling against Aussie stars Adam Gilchrist and David Warner, being wicketless and going for 42 runs in his four overs.  Kent lost by 13 runs after Ashley was left with one not out 

MELLER BRAGGINS RESULTS & PLACINGS

RESULTS of games played in the First Division of the Meller Braggins Cheshire League on Saturday, June 26th: Davenham 145 Mere 146-8; Hale Barns 143-8 Trafford MV 220-8 dec.; Malpas 127 Weaverham 139; Northwich 230-8 dec. Ashley 172-9; Stockport 249-5 dec. Winnington Park 124.

 Placings after 10 games: 1. Northwich 199; 2. Stockport 183; 3. Hale Barns 170; 4. Alvanley 169; 5. Malpas 168; 6. Ashley 148; 7. Weaverham 145; 8. Oakmere 135; 9. Trafford MV 130; 10. Winnington Park 121; 11. Mere 114; 12. Davenham 103. 

 The top two clubs are normally be promoted to the County League Second Division and the bottom two to the Meller Braggins Second Division. 
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Cheshire Cup & Shield update

NANTWICH and Bowdon reached the fifth round of the Cheshire Cup with respective victories at Oxton and at home to Timperley on Sunday.  Most other games were postponed due to the attraction of football on tv, not all having been officially notified to Competition organiser Ian Greensmith. 

 Nantwich won at Oxton for the second time in 24 hours, following up Saturday’s narrow league success with a 104 runs victory, Lou Vincent hammering 138 and Rob Howell 103 in a tally of 302-3. Oxton were all out for 198, Mark Rowland 67.

 At South Downs Road, Bowdon totted up 254-5, Jonny Gray 96 not out, Stephen Ball 72, Stephen Bramhall 31 not out.  One run winners in the League T20 Plate on the same ground six days earlier, Timperley lost by two runs at 252 all out with three balls remaining, after being 179-8, M. Brown 54, Peter Herrick 45.

 Round 3 game to be played on Sunday, July 4th: Chester Boughton Hall v Bramhall. Round 4: Irby v Stockport; Didsbury v Middlewich; Sale v Neston.  On Sunday, July 11th: Bollington v Oulton Park; Urmston v Elworth; Chester Boughton Hall or Bramhall v Alderley Edge.

 Cheshire Shield 2nd round on Sunday, July 4th: Parkfield Liscard v Crewe; Birkenhead St. Mary’s v Cheadle; Birkenhead Park v Caldy; Warrington v Romiley. On Sunday, July 11th: Hazel Grove v Congleton; Chelford v Hale Barns.  

 Information supplied by Ian Greensmith

PLAYER SUSPENDED: Nantwich player Nafeed Ahmad was suspended for a week for showing dissent to an umpire’s decision in his club’s match at Chester Boughton Hall on Saturday, June 19th.  

LEAGUE RULING:  All clubs should note a tidying up of Rule 7c d on page 265 of the handbook. This currently reads “No player may make his first 1st or 2nd XI appearance of the season for his club during the last five Saturdays of the season unless he has already played in another 1st, 2nd,  3rd or Over 40s League fixture for that club during the season (in 2010 the guiding date is August 15th.)

 The words Over 40s are deleted; therefore playing in an Over 40s game will not now count as a qualifying appearance. 

GROUND INSPECTIONS:  Clubs who would like their ground inspecting under the ECB’s PQS scheme should apply to Grounds chairman John Bygate.  The ECB will foot the cost of such inspections and subsequent reports. 

UMPIRES’ QUIZ by Alistair Davies
LAST WEEK’S QUESTION: The ball is played out towards the umpire at square leg and a fielder retrieves it and the batsmen set off for a run. The fielder throws the ball, before the batsmen have crossed, but misses the wicket and the ball goes towards the boundary on the opposite side of the field.  The batsmen complete the first run and have crossed for the second when another fielder throws the ball to the bowler’s end.  The bowler misfields it and the ball crosses the boundary.  How many runs should be scored?

ANSWER: For the purposes of overthrows, the position of the batsmen at the time of the throw is crucial.  The run in progress counts if they have crossed at the time of the throw.  In this case, they had crossed for their second run when the ball went over the boundary.  Therefore, two runs plus the boundary four (i.e.six runs) in total have been scored.

 See Laws 19.6 ii and iii.

THIS WEEK’S POSER: The side batting second need three runs to win off the final delivery of the match. The striker hits a fair ball along the ground and the batsmen run. On their third run, having crossed, the striker deliberately knocks the returning ball away from the fielder with his bat and completes hit run.

 There is an appeal.  If YOU were umpiring what would you judge to be the result of the match?

FANCY ATTENDING A COURSE?

TWO recruitment courses are planned by the Cheshire Association of Umpires following the close of the playing season, on the following starting dates: Tuesday, September 28th at Hale Barns and Tuesday, January 11th, 2011 at Oakmere.

 If you want more information or would like to attend, contact Ian Bishop on 0161 962 5833 or 07979242657 or e-mail ianbishop1934@btinternet..com. Alternatively contact  Steve Goron 01625 532 838; stevegoron@ntlworld.com
MID-SEASON MEETING:  The League Umpires & Scorers Association hold their mid-season meeting at Toft on Monday, July 5th (8 p.m.).

 Chairman Ian Greensmith plans to report on a variety of topics including suspicious bowling actions; consistency of umpires’ ground markings; discipline; feedback on umpiring exchanges and ECB ADO developments.

 The remaining meetings in 2010 are at Warrington on Wednesday, September 15th and the AGM at Toft on Wednesday, November 17.
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Unreported items from Saturday, June 19th ….

PREMIER LEAGUE umpires reports (pitch markings and outfield both carry a maximum of 20 pts.): Alderley Edge 15-19; Bowdon 12-17; Nantwich 17-19; Neston 17-20; Oulton Park 18-16; Urmston 19-19.

 Top individual performances after 10 games.  Batting: Duffy (Hyde) 585 runs; Clarence (Urmston) 540; L. Dixon (Oxton) 528. Bowling: Hawley (Neston) 32 wickets; Whittaker (AE) 28; Kegg (CBH) 27.

 The Bowdon innings against Oxton collapsed from 116-1 to 163-9, with seven batsmen scoring  in single figures.

 The aggregate score in the Chester (333) v Nantwich (226) match was 559 (for 9 wickets) the season’s highest.

  The Oulton Park innings declined from 100-0 to 193 against Toft with seven single figure scores. Top Toft batsman in a reply of 147, was Paul Ashley with 44 at number 8.

 Bramhall openers at Urmston, Matt Dawson (98) and Nick Atherton (32) put on 125, then Kieron O’Connor (29no) and J. Harris (66no) added 100 for the sixth wicket.

 Missing umpires report cards: Chester Boughton Hall, Didsbury. 

FIRST DIVISION Umpires reports: Cheadle 18-18; Christleton 17-20; Grappenhall 17-18; Irby 19-18; Macclesfield 14-11; Middlewich 14-20.

 Best individuals.  Batting: Wilde (Cheadle) 601; Henry (Widnes) 426; Earl (Upton) 417.  Bowling: Ali (Bollington) 38; D. Moore (Widnes) 32; Tait (Macclesfield) 31.

 For Cheadle against Poynton, skipper Rana Malook, 92 and Chris Brady, 32 contributed 122 out of 182 runs. Brian Kingham (86) and Rhys Burke (49no) put on 105 for the second Poynton wicket.

  In the Christleton home defeat by Upton, Iroshan de Silva (91) and David Bates (86) enjoyed a second wicket partnership worth 170.  .

 Stand in Widnes wicket-keeper at Macclesfield Chris Kirby took 2 catches and 2 stumpings.  Widnes’ Tony Hurdley (59) and Scott Henry (80) put on 130 for the second wicket .

 Watching the match at Macclesfield, the Newsletter Editor was told by stalwarts John and Danny Ackerley and Stewart Garnett - a junior coach without parallel -  of plans for ground improvements now the club have decided not to move. Work on the antiquated dressing-rooms will receive priority.  The pavilion was both blacked and packed out all afternoon while World Cup football was shown on a wide screen – the excellent cricket outside being largely ignored.  This scene is being re-enacted on cricket grounds throughout the UK this summer.   ….roll on July 12th, say some. 

 Missing umpires’ report cards: Cheadle Hulme, Widnes.

SECOND DIVISION umpires reports: Bredbury 15-18; Congleton 19-14; Marple 17-18; Mobberley 18-18; Stockport Georgians 16-17; Warrington 14-19.

 Individual performances.  Batting: Zybrands (Bredbury) 443; Din (Mobberley) 434; Hope (Tattenhall) 430. Bowling: Williamson (Tattenhall) 39; R.Halkon (Sale) 35; Greasley (Marple) 32.

 For Marple, Jo Cash (5-54) and his dad Garry (four catches) were responsible for the dismissal of eight Ashton on Mersey batsmen.

 For Stockpoirt Georgians against Tattenhall, there was a fifth wicket stand worth 140 between Simon Normanton (117) and Nick Tyers (65). Tattenhall’s eighth wicket pair A. Morris (50) and Mel Dobson (47) later put on an unavailing 65.

 Missing umpires’ report cards: Ashton on Mersey, Sale. 

‘INNS & OUTS’: The book which League secretary Geoff Wellsteed has co-written with Anthony Collis opens with a glowing foreword by David Frith, the cricket historian and founding Editor of Wisden Cricket Monthly.  

 There are more than 350 cricket pubs featured and 500 photographs of related pub signs.

 There is an early bird discount until Wednesday, June 30th of £15 plus £3 postage and packing: apply to Square Leg Publications, 34a, Chawn Hill, Stourbridge, West Midlands DY9 7JB. The price then rises to £18 plus £3 

 o Geoff Wellsteed had the pleasure of umpiring a match between the House of Lords and Commons v Dutch Parliament at Hampton Wick Royal Cricket Club on Friday. 

 Says Geoff: “It was quite an occasion and I was given a Lords and Commons tie which was similar to the CCL one I was wearing. Asked if I wanted my expenses paid by cheque or cash, I flipped my house and opted for cash!”

BEWARE MARPLE ROADWORKS:  Clubs visiting Marple during the next six weeks should beware major roadworks approaching the town from the Stockport direction. Watch out for the diversion signs. 
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Fixtures & umpires: Saturday, July 3rd   

ECB Premier League (12.30 p.m.)

CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL v NESTON

Barrie Burns & Glyn Roberts

DIDSBURY v HYDE




Stuart Anderson & Ian Greensmith

OULTON PARK v BRAMHALL



Phil Prince & John Silver

OXTON v ALDERLEY EDGE



Ian Drury & Chris Smith

TOFT v NANTWICH




Tom Park & AN Other

URMSTON v BOWDON




Stan Davies & Dave Goulding

First Division (1 p.m.)

CHRISTLETON v BOLLINGTON



Colin Byrom & Don Flanagan

HEATON MERSEY v CHEADLE HULME


Trevor Burnett & Peter Hayes

MIDDLEWICH v MACCLESFIELD


* Brian Coneeny & Clive Rice

POYNTON v GRAPPENHALL



John Lofthouse & Steve Walton

UPTON v CHEADLE




Brian Jones & Ken Rothwell

WIDNES v IRBY




Jon Hacking & Jeff Plumpton
* Coneeny tel  01925 261 313

Second Division (1 p.m.)

ASHTON on MERSEY v STOCKPORT GEORGIANS
John Lowe & *David Wilson

BIRKENHEAD PARK v MARPLE


Ray Prescott & Don Speakman

CONGLETON v BREDBURY ST. MARK’S

Wyn Harris & Liam Spires

SALE v MOBBERLEY




Peter Ogden & Sagir Parkar

TIMPERLEY v TATTENHALL



Bob Cunningham & Allan Lewis

WARRINGTON v BROOKLANDS


Ken Simpson & Dave Sutton

 * David Wilson tels. 0161 969 1408 / 07840 811 801.

SUNDAY

North-West Colts Trophy (at Orrell, 1 p.m.)

LIVERPOOL COMPETITION v CHESHIRE COUNTY LEAGUE






THIS WEEK’S CRICKET QUOTE …..

 “Players are not generally the best judges, that’s why we have umpires”.

 Sky television’s Mike Atherton giving his views on the controversial Test match referral system. 

 If the Newsletter is not received by mid-afternoon Monday, please grumble to mike.t-b@virgin.net
