Newsletter no. 3: May 1st, 2010
Scare for champions before

third win in row

OULTON Park registered their third ECB Premier League victory in a row at Nantwich, but not before the Dabbers – and the weather - had given them gave a real scare.

 Nantwich declared on 224-8, Chris Simpson 60, Danny Ahmed 45, Guy Emmett 3-38, to which Oulton made a confident reply with Louis Bentley running up 80 and Rick Moore 67.  But the introduction of part-time bowler Ray Doyle (4-42) halted the champions’ gallop and their last pair were left to scramble the winning run off what the umpires had announced would be the final delivery of the day with heavy rain falling. 

 Nevertheless, a 25 points return puts Oulton clear at the top and leaves the Dabbers trailing in 11th place after three successive defeats.

 Neston are second following an impressive six wickets victory against hitherto unbeaten Toft at Parkgate.  The Knutsfordians were bowled out for 150, Nigel Muirhead 34, Jordan Free 3-12, James Hawley 3-26.  To which Neston replied with 153-4, prolific Aussie batsman Brad Ransool contributing an unbeaten 87.

 The only other unbeaten side are Alderley Edge who knocked Urmston off top spot with a three wickets home win, which was down to some superb seam bowling by skipper Jason Whittaker.  He returned 18-3-60-8 to send Urmston back for 137, Steve France 38.  After good knocks from Richard Wilkinson (53) and Alan Day (48), Alderley collapsed from 53- to 59-5 as they struggled against the bowling of Ian Grindley, 3-38 and Jimbram Khan, 3-42 and were glad to cross the finishing line with 139-7.

First  win for Bowdon

Bowdon recorded their first win, by the narrow margin of 13 runs at Bramhall after posting a modest 162, James McDougall 58 and former Bowdon Vale teenager John Cooper 54, while Simon Wilkinson claimed 4-43.  Apart from Andy Hall, 31 and Matt Dawson, 30, the Bramhall batting failed against the pace of Steve Cheetham, 5-63 and Adam Syddall, 4-34 closing on 149.

 Chester Boughton Hall made it two wins in a row also by a three wickets margin at Didsbury, who drop to bottom spot. Didsbury mustered a disappointing 141 in 59 overs, Maroof Khan 3-18 while the tireless Alex Kegg bowling unchanged to post figures of 29-10-58-3. Warren Goodwin (58) led the way as Boughton Hall edged home, Jonny Fawcett 3-29.

 Hyde skipper James Duffy scored his second big century of the campaign to edge his side to a winning draw against Oxton at Werneth Low.  He struck 128 and with Danny Leech contributing 77, Hyde declared on 291-5, John Pearson 3-91.  Remembering their winning run chase against Neston a week earlier, Oxton had a go and reached 260-7, Lee Dixon (101) hitting his first century for the club, aided by Andy Gibson 53 and Tom Young claimed 3-58.
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Division 1

Macc win East-Cheshire derby by 4.15 p.m.

PROMOTED Bollington were no match for relegated Macclesfield in the big East-Cheshire derby at the Recreation Ground, losing by nine wickets to fall from top place to sixth in the First Division.

 On a wet pitch caused by vandalism to the covers, Bolly were put in and were all at sea against the pace of Ian Tait who followed up his 6-61 at Christleton seven days earlier with an even better 14-4-35-7.  Together with Craig Melrose, 3-29, he bowled Bolly out for 79 in 27 overs, only Calum Rowe, 26, settling. With only a 10 minutes break between innings, Macc went on to wrap the game up inside 22 overs, Khalid Sawas, 44 and skipper Tom Parfett, 32 adding 72 unbeaten for the third wicket .

 New divisional leaders are Grappenhall who won their third successive game against struggling Upton at Broad Lane.  Upton mustered only 131, George Earl 39, tail-ender Ian Sharrock 31, Andy Tetlow 3-34. Grappenhall knocked the runs off for the loss of five wickets, Ian Wright scorching to an unbeaten 68.

 Cheadle are second after beating out of form Christleton by two wickets at Kingsway.  David Bates contributed more than half (66) the Christleton tally of 120, Rana Malook 5-18, Ashwin Punja 3-46 before Cheadle themselves struggled to 124-8, M. Samuels scoring a crucial unbeaten 41 .

Another seven for Moore

Widnes’s Damien Moore was again among the wickets, returning 7-22 to rout Cheadle Hulme at Grove Park for 54, the season’s lowest tally. Skipper Ewan McCray (20) was the only home batsman to reach double figures, earlier having taken 3-91 at Widnes powered to 236-5 in a one-sided game. Ian Spencer 65 hit not out, Scott Henry 65 and near veteran Phil Catterall a quality 41.

 With his own total on 98, skipper James Cornford declared the Middlewich  innings closed on 185-6 at Irby, David Collyer 3-37. Irby went on to hold out at151-9, Aussie William Passas scoring a match-saving 61, wile Stephen Parry claimed 3-20.

 Another skipper to fall two runs short of his century was Heaton Mersey’s Mark Bennett, although his 98 was in a winning cause against Poynton, who batted first to post 183-9, Paul Gould 66.  ‘Mersey coasted home at 187-2, Bennett and John Williamson, 64 adding an unbroken 153 for the second wicket .

DIVISION 2

Meller Braggins champions foot the table

LAST season’s Meller Braggins Cheshire League champions Ashton on Mersey foot the Second Division table after suffering their third successive defeat, at Timperley. 

The Little Ees Lane men were bowled out for 70, Mark Maddocks taking 3-3 and Nick Liddell 3-26 on a seamer’s pitch.  With 31 from dependable Aussie Peter Herrick, Timperley had their first game won inside 22 overs, by eight wickets.

  MBCCL runners-up Congleton, on the other hand, made it two wins out of three at Mobberley, whom they bowled out for 180 (Abdul Aqeel 72 not out, John Higginbottom 5-29). Jerrym Lamb’s unbeaten 65 steered Congleton to a 25 pointer after tea. 

 Top spot, meanwhile, is enjoyed by Marple who were given a tough run by unbeaten Warrington at Bowden Lane.  Chris Kirby top-scored with 49 in Warrington’s 204-8, Marple going on to win by two wickets thanks to the evergreen Garry Cash, 82 not out. For Warrington, Ryan Swart impressed with 3-18.

Wood leads St. Marks’ chase

Bredbury St. Mark’s registered their first win, by seven wickets at Brooklands, after the home side had declared on 170-9.  Paul Wood’s hard-hit 81 not out dominated St. Mark’s reply.

 Stockport Georgians were impressive nine wickets home winners against Birkenhead Park, after the Wirral men had totalled 177, Chris Foran 53, Tom Leggett 5-77. A magnificent 105 with 19 fours by the in-form Adam Gaskarth, later showed the way.

 Sale merged 15-11 points to the good in a high-scoring draw at Tattenhall, on a pitch and ground which was a credit to master curator Brian Jarrard and his helpers. Hasan Khan top-scored with 83 and Chris Canning 52 to help Sale declare on 217-9, Craig Williamson 4-88. Tatters got to 206-6 in reply, Paul Kettle 54, Rick Halkon 4-57.
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All Saturday’s scorelines

ECB PREMIER LEAGUE

ALDERLEY EDGE (won toss, 20 pts.) beat URMSTON (8 pts.) by 3 wickets.

 Urmston 137 (37 overs: S. France 38, C. Watson 30, J. Whittaker 8-60); 

 Alderley Edge 139-7 (37 overs: R. Wilkinson 53, A. Day 48, I. Grindley 3-38, J. Khan 3-42).

BRAMHALL (won toss, 7 pts.) lost to BOWDON (23 pts.) by 13 runs

 Bowdon 162 (52 overs: J. McDougall 58, J. Cooper 54, S. Wilkinson 4-43, K. O’Connor 3-28); 

 Bramhall 149 (50 overs: A. Hall 31, M. Dawson 30, S. Cheetham 5-63, A. Syddall 4-34). 

DIDSBURY (5 pts.) lost to CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL (won toss, 20 pts.) by 3 wickets.

 Didsbury 141 (59 overs: M. Khan 3-18, A. Kegg 29-10-58-3); 

 Chester Boughton Hall 143-7 (48 overs: W. Goodwin 58, J. Fawcett 3-29).

HYDE (16 pts.) drew with OXTON won toss, 10 pts.)

 Hyde 291-5 dec. (55 overs: J. Duffy 128, D. Leech 77, M. Makin 36no, J. Pearson 3-91); 

 Oxton 260-7 (55 overs: L. Dixon 101, A. Gibson 53, G. Cashin 35, M. Rowland 33, T. Young 3-58).

NANTWICH (won toss, 13 pts.) lost to OULTON PARK (25 pts.) by 1 wicket.

 Nantwich 224-8 dec. (55 overs: C. Simpson 60, D. Ahmed 45, D. Ferris 30, L. Vincent 30, G. Emmett 3-38, J. Kettle 3 catches);

 Oulton Park 228-9 (52 overs: L. Bentley 80, R. Moore 67, R. Doyle 4-42). 

NESTON (25 pts.) beat TOFT (won toss, 8 pts.) by 6 wickets.

 Toft 150 (50 overs: N. Muirhead 34, J. Free 3-12, J. Hawley 3-26); 

 Neston 153-4 (48 overs: B. Rasool 87no.).

BEST OF WEEK:

Batting: James Duffy (Hyde) 128 v Oxton

Bowling: Jason Whittaker (Alderley Edge) 8-60 v Urmston.

All-rounder: none recorded.

DIVISION ONE

BOLLINGTON (1 pt.) lost to MACCLESFIELD (won toss, 20 pts.) by 8 wickets.

 Bollington 79 (27 overs: C. Rowe 26, I. Tait 7-35, C. Melrose 3-29); 

 Macclesfield 83-2 (22 overs:  K. Sawas 44no, T.Parfett 32no).

CHEADLE (won toss, 20 pts.) beat CHRISTLETON (8 pts.) by 2 wickets.

 Christleton 120 (43 overs: D. Bates 66, R. Malook 5-18, A. Punja 3-46); 

 Cheadle 124-8 (37 overs: M. Samuels 41no).

CHEADLE HULME (3 pts.) lost to WIDNES (won toss, 25 pts.) by 182 runs.

 Widnes 236-5 dec. (50 overs: I. Spencer 75no, S. Henry 65, P. Catterall 41, E. McCray 3-91); 

 Cheadle Hulme 54 (22 overs: D. Moore 7-22, P. Roberts 3-27).

GRAPPENHALL (25 pts.) beat UPTON (won toss, 7 pts.) by 5 wickets.

 Upton 131 (47 overs: G. Earl 39, I. Sharrock 31, A. Tetlow 3-34); 

 Grappenhall 132-5 (38 overs: I. Wright 68no).

HEATON MERSEY (won toss, 20 pts.) beat POYNTON (9 pts.) by 8 wickets.

 Poynton 183-9 dec. (50 overs: P. Gould 66, R. Clark 32); 

 Heaton Mersey 184-2 (42 overs: M. Bennett 98, J. Williamson 64no = 5th wicket stand of 153).

IRBY (8pts.) drew with MIDDLEWICH (won toss, 15 pts.)

 Middlewich 185-6 dec. (50 overs; J. Cornford 98no, A. Cole 43, L. Challinor 32, D. Collyer 3-37); 

 Irby 151-9 (50 overs: W. Passes 61, S. Parry 3-20). ). 
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BEST OF WEEK:

Batting: James Cornford (Middlewich) 98no v Irby

Bowling: Ian Tait (Macclesfield) 7-35 v Bollington.

All-rounder: E. McCray (Cheadle Hulme) 20 and 3-91 v Widnes.

DIVISION TWO

BROOKLANDS (8 pts.) lost to BREDBURY ST. MARK’s (won toss, 20 pts.) by 7 wickets.

 Brooklands 170-9 dec. (50 overs); 

 Bredbury St. Mark’s 171-3 (47 overs: P. Wood 81no.).

MARPLE (25 pts.) beat WARRINGTON (won toss, 12 pts.) by 2 wickets.

 Warrington 204-8 dec. (50 overs: C. Kirby 49, J. Hughes 36); 

 Marple 208-8 (48 overs: G. Cash 82no, S Jackson 36, S. Worrall 32, R. Swart 3-18).

MOBBERLEY (won toss, 10 pts.) lost to CONGLETON (25 pts.) by 6 wickets.

 Mobberley 180 (46 overs: A. Aqeel 72no, J. Higginbottom 5-29); 

 Congleton 181-4 (40 overs: J. Lamb 65no).

STOCKPORT GEORGIANS (won toss, 20 pts.) beat BIRKENHEAD PARK (9 pts.) by 9 wickets.

 Birkenhead Park 177 (46 overs: C. Foran 53, M. Tubbs 50, T. Leggett 5-77, I. Hussain 3-22); 

 Stockport Georgians 179-1 (45 overs: A. Gaskarth 105).

TATTENHALL (11 pts.) drew with SALE (won toss, 15 pts.)

 Sale 217-9 dec. (50 overs: H. Khan 85, C. Canning 52, C. Williamson 4-88); 

 Tattenhall 206-6 (50 overs: P. Kettle 54, A. Stewart 53, J. Hope 41, J. Gibbon 30, R. Halkon 4-57).

TIMPERLEY (won toss, 20 pts.) beat ASHTON on MERSEY (1 pt.) by 8 wickets.

 Ashton on Mersey 70 (35 overs: M. Maddocks 3-3, N. Liddell 3-26); 

 Timperley 71-2 (21 overs: P. Herrick 31). 

BEST OF WEEK:

Batting: Adam Gaskarth (Stockport Georgians) 105 v Birkenhead Park

Bowling: John Higginbottom (Congleton) 5-29 v Mobberley

All-rounder: none recorded.
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                          League tables after 3 games

ECB Premier League
P
W25
W20
D
C/A
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts.

OULTON PARK
3
2
1
0
0
0
0
0
70

NESTON

3
2
0
0
0
1
10
4
64

URMSTON

3
1
1
0
0
1
9
4
58

ALDERLEY EDGE
3
0
2
1
0
0
5
4
51

TOFT


3
0
1
1
0
1
20
7
49

CHESTER BO. HALL
3
0
2
0
0
1
7
1
48

OXTON

3
1
0
1
0
1
15
5
47

BOWDON

3
0
1
0
0
2
17
6
43

BRAMHALL

3
0
1
0
0
2
13
7
40

HYDE


3
0
0
2
0
1
24
11
39

NANTWICH

3
0
0
0
0
3
13
15
28

DIDSBURY

3
0
0
1
0
2
6
12
20

First Division

P
W25
W20
D
C/A
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts.

GRAPPENHALL
3
1
2
0
0
0
3
0
68

CHEADLE

3
1
1
0
0
1
10
4
59

MACCLESFIELD
3
1
1
1
0
0
8
3
58

WIDNES

3
0
2
0
0
1
9
4
53

MIDDLEWICH

3
1
0
2
0
0
12
8
49

BOLLINGTON

3
1
1
0
0
1
0
1
46

HEATON MERSEY
3
0
1
1
0
1
13
4
39

CHEADLE HULME
3
0
0
2
0
1
18
11
33

IRBY


3
0
1
1
0
1
3
4
29

POYNTON

3
0
0
1
0
2
17
6
25

UPTON


3
0
0
0
0
3
13
11
24

CHRISTLETON
3
0
0
0
0
3
16
7
23

Second Division
P
W25
W20
D
C/A
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts.

MARPLE

3
2
1
0
0
0
5
0
75

WARRINGTON
3
0
2
0
0
1
13
4
57

TATTENHALL

3
1
1
1
0
0
4
5
56

SALE


3
0
1
2
0
0
25
6
55

STOCKPORT GEO.
3
0
2
1
0
0
3
4
49

CONGLETON

3
1
1
0
0
1
1
2
48

TIMPERLEY

3
0
1
1
0
1
16
5
43

BIRKENHEAD  PARK
3
0
0
1
0
2
24
9
35

BREDBURY ST. MK.
3
0
1
0
0
2
6
7
33

BROOKLANDS

3
0
0
1
0
2
14
9
25

MOBBERLEY

3
0
0
1
0
2
14
7
23

ASHTON on MERSEY
3
0
0
0
0
3
12
9
21
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Neston first winners in Red Insure T20

NESTON became the season’s first winners in the Red Insure T20 when they beat Tattenhall by 107 runs in a round one match at Parkgate on Wednesday, April 28th, led by a fine innings of 122 from skipper Jack Smith.

 Neston totalled an impressive 188-4 from their 20 overs, Smith receiving good support from Andy Murphy, 38.  Tattenhall were all out for 79, John Gibbon 20, Jordan Free 4-12. Neston now host neighbours Oxton in round two.

  Last Thursday’s scheduled first round game was between Ashton on Mersey and Grappenhall was postponed and is re-scheduled for Wednesday, May 5th. 

 The final round one game between Timperley and Brooklands is on Friday, May 7th (umpires Alistair Davies and Peter Ogden). 

Second round draw (games to be played by May 31st) is:

Timperley or Brooklands v Toft

Bowdon v Urmston

Didsbury v Bramhall

Marple v Heaton Mersey

Cheadle Hulme v Bollington

Cheadle v Bredbury St. Mark’s

Poynton v Alderley Edge

Hyde v Macclesfield

Ashton on Mersey or Grappenhall v Mobberley

Middlewich v Sale

Congleton v Nantwich

Warrington v Oulton Park

Irby v Christleton

Birkenhead Park v Widnes

Upton v Chester Boughton Hall

Neston v Oxton

 Clubs should arrange games ASAP and notify coordinator Jon Hacking (tel. 01244 814 110; e-mail jhacking@gmail.com) who will appoint panel umpires.

Cheshire Cup results

RESULTS of Cheshire Cup first round games played on Sunday, May 2nd: 

 Trafford MV 95 Aston 96-1; Brooklands 278 (A. Hart 104) Warrington 177 (C. Kirby 45, P. Vasey 4-34); Chester CO walk over v Weaverham; Hawk Green 223-7 Lymm OP 199.

 Round 2: Romiley 167-9 (C. Rowe 4-23w) Bollington 169-5 (A. Hazlewood  61, M. Wood 41).

 Second round fixtures on Sunday, May 9th: Hawk Green v Timperley; Chester CO v Bredbury St. Mark’s; Middlewich v Hale Barns; Widnes v Birkenhead Park; Malpas v Winsford; Northwich v Cheadle; Davenham v Birkenhead St. Mary’s or Ashton on Mersey; Irby v Caldy; Marple v Rode Park & Lawton; Sale v Macclesfield; Congleton v Brooklands; Barnton v Upton; Ashley v Chelford; Poynton v Lindow; Crewe v Cheadle Hulme; Stockport bye. 

Moore stars in big Cheshire win

OULTON Park’s rapidly-improving all-rounder Rick Moore was the stand-out player when Cheshire coasted to a nine wickets win against Shropshire at Marple on Sunday in their first Minor Counties Cup group game.

 Shropshire, who had beaten Cumberland the previous Sunday, reached 48 without loss, then slumped to 76-8 before closing on 125 in the 43rd over. Moore took 4-24 and debut quick bowler Richard Logan  3-35.  Cheshire had the game won at 128-1 in the 24th over, Warren Goodwin 46 and Moore unbeaten on 62.  Didsbury spinner Jonny Fawcett made his debut and took a wicket. 

 The Marple ground looked in magnificent shape and long-serving groudsman Mike Hibbert can really take a bow. 

 Cheshire meet Northumberland at Jesmond in their second of four group games next Sunday (11 a.m.).   

CHESHIRE Over 50s play Shropshire at Bomere Heath in a traditional pre-season friendly on Wednesday, May 5th.

Vets’ fixtures begin on Wednesday, May 5th
OVER 40 fixtures begin in four regional groups on Wednesday, May 5th (6.15 p.m.). : 

 WEST GROUP: Neston v Chester Boughton Hall; New Brighton v Oxton; Tattenhall Wreckers v Irby.  

Open date: Upton.

CENTRAL GROUP: Davenham v Warrington; Grappenhall v Toft; Mobberley v Nantwich Cavaliers. Open: Grappenhall.  

 NORTH-EAST GROUP: Sale Silverbacks v Cheadle; Timperley v Brooklands; Urmston v Bowdon Vale.  Open: Cheadle Hulme. 

 SOUTH-EAST GROUP: Alderley Edge Wizards v Poynton Legends; Bredbury Saints v Romiley; Macclesfield v Marple. Open: Marple   Results should be notified to MTB by card, phone or e-mail. 
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In brief …..

DEVELOPMENT TEAM AT AIGBURTH

CHESHIRE name the following strong Development XII to play Lancashire 2nd at Liverpool CC on Tuesday, May 4th (11 a.m.): Adam Syddall captain (Bowdon), Pat Ashling wicket-keeper (Timperley), Louis Bentley (Oulton Park), Chris Connolly, Warren Goodwin (Chester BH), John Fawcett (Didsbury), James Hawley (Neston), James McCoy (Grappenhall), Khalid Sawas (Macclesfield), Chris Tipper (Northern), Naveed Sayeed (Brooklands), AN Other.   Manager: Steve Amison. Coach: Chris Murphy.

WEBSITE TAKES 20,000 HITS

THE League website administered by Darren and Sharon Sutcliffe had taken 20,000 hits this season up to April 28th. The Results and Stats sections have proved the most popular and it is hoped there will shortly be a facility for clubs to post the points scored. .

 The Sutcliffes and League secretary Geoff Wellsteed say a big thank you to clubs for their excellent cooperation.

 A reminder of the relevant addresses:  League website address: www.cheshirecountycl.play-cricket.com/home/home/asp.  Webmasters:dsooty54@btinternet.com / ssooty54@btinternet.com.

STEVE BRAMHALL’S TARGET

BOWDON wicket-keeper Steve Bramhall began the current season with a massive tally of 550 dismissals in League games, easily a record.  

 Now the father of four, aged 42, the former Notts, Lancashire and Cheshire player is keeping as well as ever and has set his sights on reaching 600 before hanging up those golden gloves. 

MORE HANDBOOK AMENDMENTS ….

PAGE 144: New e-mail for Bollington captain Matt Dawson mgdawson80@yahoo.co.uk

PAGE 145:  Bowdon captain Carl Hey e-mail: Carl@lswealth.co.uk
PAGE 187: Umpire Ged Kinsey mobile 07717 751 685.

Second tel. for umpire Ken Simpson 0845 168 4084.

PAGE 238.  Property Investment advertisement:  in last paragraph website address should be simpsonsresidential.co.uk. In last paragraph third line of e-mail should read: ken@simpsonsresidential.co.uk.  Last word on page should be source. Add second tel. 01939 233 415.

…AND FURTHER COPIES

FURTHER copies of the 2010 League handbook are available from MTB at a cost of £3.50, plus 30p postage.  Cheques to Cheshire County Cricket League.

 Also available at £5 is the Cheshire County Cricket Review from David Sharp. Contact him on 0161 499 

1852. E-mail: sharp@ashdale6.freeserve.co.uk

JOHN BURBIDGE CALLS FROM SA

FORMER Bramhall cricketer John Burbidge e-mails Newsletter from South Africa to send greetings to anyone who remembers him from the first League season in 1975. (MTB does: he was stumped off JB’s bowling playing for Northwich at Queensgate)  

 After a long business career in the financial services industry based at Jo’burg, John is recently retired and living in a beautiful part of the Cape along the Garden Route near Fancourt, where he enjoys golf and, especially competitive  bowls.  After reading the pre-season League Newsletter he sends his regards to old pals and colleagues such as Ian Brown, Peter Babbage, David Humpage, Gerry Hardstaff, Paul Agar, Steve Murrills and Dave Ewing.

 Anyone who would like to contact John can do so via his e-mail address  jburbidge@icon.co.za

PSST!  WANNA WATER HOG?

TOFT are selling their water hog machine, ex Lancashire CCC.  This is a ride-on version and can remove up to 6,000 gallons of water per hour and is in full working order. It can be viewed on www.ebay.co.uk. Item number 1604 2832 0100.  Or via Chris Spann tel. 07724 974 528 or groundsman Bernard Manning 01565 632 734.

NEW BOARD WEBSITE

CHESHIRE Cricket Board’s have created a smart new website: www.cheshirecricketboard.co.uk

 Nominations for the 2010 OSCA presentations at Lord’s on Monday, October 18th can be made via the website.
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Harking back to April 24th

Premier League. Umpires’ ground reports (max. 20 in each category): CBH v Hyde pitch 18; outfield 18; Didsbury 15, 13; Oulton Park 17, 12; Oxton 16, 19; Toft 18,15; Urmston 13,17.

 Wicket-keeper Matt Dawson took 2 catches and 1 stumping after scoring 74 for Bramhall at Didsbury. 

 Shaun Mudalige scored 51 for Toft against Alderley Edge. 

 In Nantwich’s defeat by Urmston, Lou Vincent (121no) and Chris Simpson (25) put in 104 for the second wicket, before batsmen number 1,4,5,6 and 8 all collected ducks.

Division One. Umpires reports: Christleton 17, 20; Heaton Mersey 15,15; Middlewich 14,18; Poynton 12,13; Upton 15, 16; Widnes 17,18.

  In Macclesfield’s win at Christleton Ben Morrison took three catches and scored 56.  

 Heaton Mersey collapsed from 190-4 to 202-9 dec. v Bollington, for whom Calum Rowe (57) and Tom Gower (78) put on 107 for the second wicket. 

 Adam Wilde (83) and Rana Malook (70) put on 154 for Cheadle’s first wicket before they went on to lose at Middlewich. 

 Chasing Irby’s 166-9, Upton crashed from 110-6 to 114 all out. 

 Widnes captain Ian Spencer scored 52 after taking 4 catches in their defeat by Grappenhall

Division Two.  Umpires reports: Ashton on Mersey 17, 15; Birkenhead Park 16,14; Congleton 16, 15; Sale 15,187; Timperley 13,18; Warrington 16,18.

 Replying to Ashton on Mersey’s 213-6, Tattenhall were struggling at 150-8 until A. Morris (53) and Mel Dobson (20) knocked the runs off with an unbroken 64 stand. 

 In Mobberley’s draw at Birkenhead Park, it was S. Abbas who scored 58, not S. Abbott. Birkenhead Park’s second wicket pair Adam Watson (113) and Ian Cooper put on 211 not 207. 

 In Marple’s win at Congleton, Garry Cash passed a record 17,000 League runs with his 66 not out. There were two Marple century stands, 114 for the second wicket between James Crisall and Brendan Couchi and 109 for the fourth between Couchi and Cash.  Steve Worrall took a catch and two stumpings.

 The Sale v Stockport Georgians result was incorrectly telephoned.  Scores: Sale 207-7; Georgians 156-6.Drawn: Sale 15 pts. Georgians 9. 

 For Timperley against Brooklands, Paul Ashling (145no) and Mike Bishop (42) added 143 for the third wicket.  Ashling later took two catches.

 Missing Umpires Assessment cards for April 24th: Cheadle; Middlewich; Mobberley.

 MELLER BRAGGINS Cheshire League First Division opening day scores: Ashley 191 Winnington Park 194-6; Davenham 168 Oakmere 169-8; Hale Barns 195-9 dec. Mere 155-6; Malpas 197-9 dec. Alvanley 191-8; Stockport 218-7 dec. Weaverham 160-9; Trafford MV 199 Northwich 241-5 dec.; 

Alistair Davies’ Umpiring quiz: Week 3

THE striker takes up his batting position 18 inches in front of the popping crease.  On seeing this and before entering his delivery stride, the bowler throws the ball at the striker’s end and hits his wicket with the striker out of his ground.

 What would you expect to happen?

LAST WEEK’S POSER: 

The striker plays at the ball which had pitched outside his leg stump, but misses and the ball, which would not have hit his wicket, glances him on the back leg.  Turning round, the batsman sees the ball roll gently towards his stumps, tries to knock it away with his bat, but in doing so flicks it onto his stumps, dislodging the bails.  What should be the outcome of any appeal?

ANSWER: The striker is not out lbw as the ball pitched outside the leg stump.  However, he is out bowled where, after playing at the ball he kicks or hits it onto his wicket after completing his stroke (the circumstances described). 

 See Laws 30.1 (a); 34.3; 36.1 (b).

Woman of Year nominee

LEAGUE 1st XI Results secretary Wyn Talbot-Butler was one of 60 nominees who attended the Cheshire Woman of the Year Presentation Luncheon at Eaton Park, Chester, the home of the Duke and Duchess of Westminster, on Wednesday, April 28th.

 Amid a glitter of OBEs and MBEs on the list, which included major achievers in many fields, the winner was Beryl Moss, of  Bickerton, a breast cancer survivor and Guide Dogs for the Blind charity fund-raiser.

  Commented Wyn, who last September received an ICC Centenary Medal for her part of serving the League since its 1975 foundation: “I have no idea who nominated me, but a warm thank you to that person.  My guest Dorothy Bramhall and I had a lovely day out”. 
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Fixtures & umpires for Saturday, May 8th
ECB Premier League (12.30 p.m.)

BOWDON v NANTWICH


Ian Greensmith & Peter Ogden

CHESTER BO. HALL v BRAMHALL

Stan Davies & Don Flanagan

OULTON PARK v ALDERLEY EDGE

Ged Kinsey & George Murphy

OXTON v DIDSBURY



Barrie Burns & Jon Hacking

TOFT v HYDE




Alistair Davies & Dave Goulding

URMSTON v NESTON



John Lofthouse & Tom Park

First Division (1 p.m.)

CHRISTLETON v IRBY



Colin Byrom & John Whitehead

MACCLESFIELD v CHEADLE


Wyn Harris & John Lowe

MIDDLEWICH v GRAPPENHALL

*Ted Fletcher & Clive Rice

POYNTON v BOLLINGTON


Ray Prescott & Steve Walton

UPTON v CHEADLE HULME


Chris Smith & David Williams

WIDNES v HEATON MERSEY


Ken Simpson & Dave Sutton

 * Fletcher tel. 01477 537 102

Second Division (1 p.m.)

ASHTON on MERSEY v BROOKLANDS

Garry Hambleton & Graham Harris

BIRKENHEAD PARK v TATTENHALL

Stuart Anderson & Brian Jones

BREDBURY St. MARK’s v MARPLE

Peter Bolger & *Chris Riddler

CONGLETON v STOCKPORT GEORGIANS
Ian Drury & Tom Spencer

SALE v TIMPERLEY



Trevor Burnett & Sagir Parkar

WARRINGTON v MOBBERLEY


Steve Kirkbright & Don Speakmnan

 * Riddler tels. 01484 686 776; 07793 060 706. 

Umpires standing in Meller Braggins Cheshire League (1.30 p.m.)

WINNINGTON PARK v NORTHWICH: Div. 1
Peter Hayes (with Norman Cook)


OLD PARKONIANS v WOODFORD: Div. 3
Ken Rothwell (with Chris Moore)

CRICKET QUOTES …..

 “He is my third umpire”.

 New Zealand’s Billy Bowden talking about God

mike.t-b@virgin.net
