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ALDERLEY EDGE

 TOPPLE CHAMPIONS

ALDERLEY EDGE outplayed Oulton Park to the tune of 133 runs and 25 points to 3 at Little Budworth to topple the reigning champions from top place in the ECB Premier League.

 Oulton were strangely off colour with bat and ball on a day dominated by their visitors after the loss of eight overs to rain.  Two 90 plus partnerships between Mark Currie (60) and Alan Day (50), then Andy Worrall (54) and Jason Whittaker (48), both not out, carried Alderley to an above par declaration tally of 255-4.

 Just for once, the powerful Park batting failed and they never recovered from 25-4, going on to close at 122 (Ben Gough top-scoring with 25) with 15 overs to spare. Now the only unbeaten team, Alderley bowled with accuracy and fire, especially Richard Wilkinson, 5-51, followed by spinner Mark Warnes who cleaned up with 3-5.

 This upset let in Neston to take the league lead with a two wickets win at Urmston, achieved with nine balls to spare. Urmston reached 227-9 led by skipper Chris Watson 52 and John Skelley 44 not out, James Hawley taking 4-54 and Jordan Free 3-40.  Jack Smith was again in superb form for the Parkgate men, leading the way in a reply of 229-8 with a polished 96, aided by a cameo 39 from Luke Camden. 

 Surprise packet Toft beat Hyde by 68 runs at Booth Park to send their visitors spinning to bottom spot.  New skipper Toby Drummond 77, aided by 44 from Andy Bones and 40 by Simon Hardstaff, enabled Toft to close on 235-6, Danny Cranmer 5-86.  Despite an unbeaten 59 from Danny Berry, Hyde’s reply was poor and they were all out for166, having no answer to the crafty leg-spin of Aussie Jeremy Hart, who announced himself as a true successor to Josh Bean (57 wickets in 2009) with figures of 18-2-75-7.

Slattery century 112 wins it for Didsbury

 Didsbury won their first game, by 25 runs in a high-scorer at Oxton, Paul Slattery’s 112 – the only century of the day – making the difference. Didsbury declared on 250-8, Andy Birley 4-98, then dismissed Oxton for a battling 225, Mark Rowland 63, Simon Stokes 41, Jonny Fawcett 3-35.

 After narrowly failing to beat Oulton Park a week earlier, Nantwich won their first game, by 30 runs at Bowdon, who cannot get going. Ray Doyle 43 and Nadeem Ahmad, 34, top-scored for the Dabbers in a total of 174 against good bowling by BBC Question of Sport producer Gareth Edwards, 5-70 and Adam Syddall 4-70. Apart from Carl Hey, 38 and 16 yesr-old former Hale Barns batsman Joe Cooper, 32, Bowdon were unable to get the better of Ahmad, 4-23 and Lou Vincent, 3-43 and were all out for 144.

 A superb bowling spell of 7-26 by former Brooklands all-rounder John Birchall helped Bramhall register an 89 runs win against Chester Boughton Hall at Filkins Lane.  Kieron O’Connor, 85, top-scored in Bramhall’s all out 201, Alex Kegg 4-55, before CBH were rattled out for 112, of which wicket-keeper Steve Ogilby scored 59. 

 Said Chester chairman / scorer Jim Law: “It’s been freezing all day here; we’ve lost badly and now I have to drive to Northumberland to get ready for scoring again to-morrow for Cheshire.  What a lovely game is this cricket!
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Division 1

4 OUT OF 4 FOR GRAPPENHALL

AN impressively re-built Grappenhall side is setting the pace at the top of the First Division, Saturday’s five wickets win at Middlewich being their fourth in a row.

 On what is currently probably the best batting wicket in Cheshire, hitherto unbeaten Middlewich were restricted to an under par 216-6, Stephen Parry scoring a quality 70 not out.  Grappers passed this score with two overs to spare, their Old Trafford Connection coming good with Steve Titchard scoring 63 and Richard Green 53. On a day when Grappenhall’s most famous Old Boy Neil Fairbrother, of Lancashire and England fame, made his league debut for the club 2nd XI).

 Macclesfield are looking strong in what could turn out to be a highly competitive division, their third win in four being at the expense of Cheadle, by 55 runs at Victoria Road. Skipper Tom Parfett was out one short of what would have been a fine century off the penultimate ball of an innings declared closed on 204-6. Cheadle were all out for 149, L.Little 34, Craig Melrose continuing his come back with 6-71 and Barney Cutbill 4-39. 

20 wickets for Danny Moore

Widnes continued to look good in a 80 runs victory over Heaton Mersey at Beaconsfield road. Scott Henry scored 70 and Danny Naughton 68 in Widnes’ all-out 231, to which ‘Mersey replied with 151, South African batsman Gareth Basson 51. In form Widnes seam bowler Danny Moore claimed 6-62 off 20 accurate overs, taking his tally to 20 wickets.

 Christleton enjoyed their first win, by two wickets at Little Heath against Irby, whom they bowled out for 159, Steve Hurworth 43, Paul Allen 4-37, Iroshan de Silva 3-22. Christleton replied with 162-8, Jerry Creek 45, Dave Collyer 3-26.

 Bollington recovered from their mauling by Macclesfield to inflict something similar on Poynton. Calum Rowe’s 89 led the way as Bolly declared on 220-8, Rick Clark 4-62 and Poynton lost their last batsman at 142, Brian Kingham 50, Mo Ali 5-37.

 Cheadle Hulme won their first game by seven wickets at bottom of the table Upton. With a 5-21 return, Ewan McCray scuttled Upton for 105 and Damien Stringer’s unbeaten 53 then saw ‘Hulme home by seven wickets.

DIVISION 2

Marple reach 100 points

A 25-point win over the hills at Bredbury St. Mark’s kept Marple firmly at the top of the Second Division table.

 They can hardly go wrong with former Cheshire off-spinner Andy Greasley in such rich form.  His figures of 21-8-48-7 helped dismiss Bredbury for 179 (Rob Keyworth 56) after his own side had totted up a handsome 216-7 before tea, John Mason 71, Chris Wood 3-30.

 Warrington registered their third win by four wickets against Mobberley at Walton Lea after restricting their visitors to 182, to which Younis Khan contributed a bustling 77 batting at seven.  Lewis Nunn took 4-36. Warrington responded on 185-6 with one over to spare, Mal Agar 43, Brian Morris scoring a key 33 not out and Abdul Aqeel taking 4-76.

Sharp contrast

There has been a sharp contrast in the form of the two clubs promoted from the Meller Braggins Cheshire League.  Runners-up Congleton registered their third win by 113 runs at home to Stockport Georgians and currently lie fourth.  M. Rees top-scored with 53 in Congleton’s 244-9, G. Friday 6-70, to which Georgians came back with 131, John Higginbotham 5-38.

  Reigning MBCL champions Ashton on Mersey, meanwhile, prop up the table with four straight defeats after losing by seven wickets to Brooklands.  Ashton were all out for 134, Anthony Roscow 42, Paul Vesey 6-34, then Brooklands coasted home at 138-3, Dave Madden 68.

 Birkenhead Park’s first win was by the wide margin of nine wickets at home to Tattenhall who had made such a bright start to the season.  Tatters were bustled out for 93 by Carl Ainsworth’s magnificent 7-52, after which Park won comfortably with Ian Cooper and Adam Watson not out with 46 and 35 respectively.

 Sale continued their impressive progress with an eight wickets derby win against Timperley at Dane road.  Paul Herrick’s innings of 62 was the only bright spot in a Timperley all out tally of 135, leg-spinner Rick Halkon 6-39 and Sale responded with 140-2, Hasan Khan 55 not out.
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                          Saturday’s scorelines ….. 

ECB PREMIER LEAGUE

BOWDON (7 pts.) lost to NANTWICH (won toss, 23 pts.) by 30 runs.

 Nantwich 174 (55 overs: R. Doyle 43, N. Ahmad 34, C. Simpson 32, G. Edwards 5-50, A. Syddall 4-70); 

 Bowdon 144 (50 overs: C. Hey 38, J. Cooper 32, N. Ahmad 4-23, L. Vincent 3-43).  

CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL (6 pts.) lost to BRAMHALLL (won toss, 24 pts.) by 89 runs

Bramhall 201 (55 overs: K. O’Connor 85, A. Hall 36, A. Kegg 4-55, M. Khan 3-36); 

Chester Boughton Hall 112 (38 overs: S. Ogilby 59, J. Birchall 7-26).

OULTON PARK (won toss, 3 pts.) lost to ALDERLEY EDGE (25 pts.) by 133 runs.

 Alderley Edge 255-4 dec. (51 overs: M. Currie 60, A. Worrall 54no, A. Day 50, J. Whittaker 48no); 

 Oulton Park 122 (36 overs: R. Wilkinson 5-51, M. Warnes 3-5). 

Match reduced to 102 overs by rain. 

OXTON (9 pts.) lost to DIDSBURY (won toss, 25 pts.) by 25 runs.

 Didsbury 250-8 dec. (55 overs: P Slattery 112, A. Birley 4-98, R. Dixon 3-49); 

 Oxton 225 (51 overs: M. Rowland 63, S. Stokes 41, L. Dixon 39, J. Fawcett 3-35).

TOFT (won toss, 24 pts.) beat HYDE (6 pts.) by 68 runs.

 Toft 235-6 dec. (55 overs: T. Drummond 77, A. Bones 44, S. Hardstaff 40, D. Cranmer 5-86); 

 Hyde 166 (45 overs: D. Berry 59no, J. Hart 7-75).

URMSTON (won toss, 12 pts.) lost to NESTON (25 pts.) by 2 wickets.

 Urmston 227-9 dec. (55 overs: C. Watson 52, J. Skelley 44no, S. Clarence 33, G. Saunders 31, J. Hawley 4-54, J. Free 3-40); 

 Neston 229-8 (54 overs: J. Smith 96, L. Camden 39). 

DIVISION ONE

CHRISTLETON (20 pts.) beat IRBY (won toss, 10 pts.) by 2 wickets.

 Irby 159 (48 overs: S. Hurworth 43. A. Kinsey 36, P. Allen 4-37, I. de Silva 3-22); 

 Christleton 162-8 (48 overs: J Creek 45, D. Collyer 3-26, Mark Newman 3-83).

MACCLESFIELD (24 pts.) beat CHEADLE (won toss, 6 pts.) by 55 runs.

 Macclesfield 204-6 dec. (50 overs: T. Parfitt 99, R. Keen 38); 

 Cheadle 149 (42 overs: L. Little 34, C Melrose 6-21, B. Cutbill 4-39). 

MIDDLEWICH (13 pts.) lost to GRAPPENHALL (won toss, 20 pts.) by 5 wickets.

 Middlewich 216-6 dec. (50 overs: S. Parry 70no, J. Cornford 39); 

 Grappenhall 218-5 (48 overs: S. Titchard 63, R. Green 53).

POYNTON (won toss, 6 pts.) lost to BOLLINGTON (won toss, 25 pts.) by 78 runs.

 Bollington 220-8 dec. (50 overs: C. Rowe 89, A. Hazlewood 35, R. Clark 4-62); 

 Poynton 142 (49.2 overs: B. Kingham 50, P. Gould 32, M. Ali 5-37).

UPTON (4 pts.) lost to CHEADLE HULME (won toss, 20 pts.) by 7 wickets.

 Upton 105 (37 overs: E. McCray 5-21, C. Durham 2c 2 st); 

 Cheadle Hulme 108-3 (33 overs: D. Stringer 53no, G. Earl 3-30).

WIDNES (won toss, 25 pts.) beat HEATON MERSEY (8 pts.) by 80 runs.

 Widnes 231 (50 overs: S. Henry 70, D. Naughton 68 = 137 for second wicket, N. Wells 4-33, W. Rashid 3-78); 

 Heaton Mersey 151 (42 overs: G. Basson 51, D. Moore 6-62).
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DIVISION TWO

ASHTON on MERSEY (6 pts.) lost to BROOKLANDS (won toss, 20 pts.) by 7 wickets.

 Ashton on Mersey 134 (48 overs: A. Roscow 42, P Vesey 6-34);

 Brooklands 138-3 (41 overs: D. Madden 68).

BIRKENHEAD PARK (won toss, 20 pts.) beat TATTENHALL (1 pt.) by 9 wickets

 Tattenhall 93 (30 overs: A. Stewart 35, C. Ainsworth 7-52, C. Stenhouse 3-41); 

 Birkenhead Park  94-1 (34 overs: I. Cooper 46no, A. Watson 35no).

BREDBURY ST. MARK’s (8 pts.) lost to MARPLE (won toss, 25 pts.) by 37 runs.

 Marple 216-7 dec. (50 overs: J. Mason 71, R. Lindsay 34, C. Wood 3-30); 

 Bredbury St. Mark’s 179 (47 overs: R. Keyworth 56, P. Wood 34, A. Greasley 7-48).

CONGLETON (25 pts.) beat STOCKPORT GEORGIANS (won toss, 7 pts.) by 113 runs.

 Congleton 248-9 dec. (50 overs M. Rees 53, A. Dale 41, J. Lamb 36, G. Friday 6-70);

 Stockport Georgians 131 (40 overs: J. Higginbotham 5-38, J. Copeland 3-28).

SALE (won toss, 20 pts.) beat TIMPERLEY (5 pts.) by 8 wickets.

 Timperley 135 (48 overs: P. Herrick 61, R. Halkon 6-39); 

 Sale 140-2 (37 overs: H. Khan 55no, I. Dixon 40).

WARRINGTON (25 pts.) beat MOBBERLEY (9 pts.) by 4 wickets.

 Mobberley 182 (50 overs: Y. Khan 77, L.Nunn 4-36, B. Morris 3-34);

 Warrington 185-6 (49 overs M. Agar 43, B. Morris 33no, C. Kirby 31, A. Aqeel 4-76).

BEST PERFORMANCES OF WEEK:

Premier League 

Batting: Paul Slattery (Didsbury) 112 v Oxton.

Bowling: John Birchall (Bramhall) 7-26 v Chester Boughton Hall.

All-rounder: Nadeem Ahmad (Nantwich) 34 and 4-23 v Bowdon.

First Division 

Batting: Tom Parfett (Macclesfield) 99 v Cheadle.

Bowling: Danny Moore (Widnes) 6-62 v Heaton Mersey.

All-rounder: none recorded.

Second Division 

Batting: Younis Khan (Mobberley) 77 v Warrington.

Bowling: Andy Greasley (Marple) 7-48 v Bredbury St. Mark’s

All-rounder: Brian Morris (Warrington) 33no and 3-34 v Mobberley.

LES ATWELL  HEART ATTACK

Popular and long-serving Upton 4th XI player Les Atwell suffered a heart attack during Saturday’s game at Urmston 4th and was rushed to Manchester Royal Infirmary, where he underwent an emergency operation.

 Les was said to be in a stable condition the following day and will remain in critical care for 2-3 days before being transferred to a hospital in the Wirral later in the week.

 All who know Les will wish him well   
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                              League tables after 4 games

ECB Premier League
P
W25
W20
D
C/A
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts.

NESTON

4
3
0
0
0
1
10
4
89

ALDERLEY EDGE
4
0
3
1
0
0
10
4
76

OULTON PARK
4
2
1
0
0
1
1
2
73

TOFT


4
0
2
1
0
1
24
7
73


URMSTON

4
1
1
0
0
2
17
8
70

BRAMHALL

4
0
2
0
0
2
17
7
64

OXTON

4
1
0
1
0
2
20
9
56

CHESTER BO. HALL
4
0
2
0
0
2
8
6
54

NANTWICH

4
0
1
0
0
3
16
15
51

BOWDON

4
0
1
0
0
3
19
11
50

DIDSBURY

4
0
1
1
0
2
11
12
45

HYDE


4
0
0
2
0
2
27
14
45

First Division

P
W25
W20
D
C/A
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts.

GRAPPENHALL
4
1
3
0
0
0
3
0
88

MACCLESFIELD
4
1
2
1
0
0
12
3
82

WIDNES

4
0
3
0
0
1
14
4
78

BOLLINGTON

4
1
2
0
0
1
5
1
71

CHEADLE

4
1
1
0
0
2
13
7
65

MIDDLEWICH

4
1
0
2
0
1
22
11
62

CHEADLE HULME
4
0
1
2
0
1
18
11
53

HEATON MERSEY
4
0
1
1
0
2
18
7
47

CHRISTLETON
4
0
1
0
0
3
16
7
43

IRBY


4
0
1
1
0
2
9
8
39

POYNTON

4
0
0
1
0
3
19
10
31

UPTON


4
0
0
0
0
4
15
13
28

Second Division
P
W25
W20
D
C/A
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts.

MARPLE

4
2
2
0
0
0
10
0
100

WARRINGTON
4
1
2
0
0
1
13
4
82

SALE


4
0
2
2
0
0
25
6
75

CONGLETON

4
1
2
0
0
1
6
2
73

TATTENHALL

4
1
1
1
0
1
4
6
57

STOCKPORT GEO.
4
0
2
1
0
1
5
9
56

BIRKENHEAD  PARK
4
0
1
1
0
2
24
9
55

TIMPERLEY

4
0
1
1
0
2
20
6
48

BROOKLANDS

4
0
1
1
0
2
14
9
45

BREDBURY ST. MK.
4
0
1
0
0
3
10
11
41

MOBBERLEY

4
0
0
1
0
3
20
10
32

ASHTON on MERSEY
4
0
0
0
0
4
16
11
27

MAY 8 NEWSLETTER:  6

Richard Green ton in Red Insure T20

GRAPPENHALL’s former Lancashire batsman Richard Green scored an unbeaten 101 as Grappenhall coasted to a 103 runs win at Ashton on Mersey in the first round of the Red Insure T20.   A century by Jack Smith (Neston) had featured the opening game played the previous week.

 The first round has been completed by wins for Neston and Brooklands. 

First round results

Wednesday, April 28

NESTON (won toss) beat TATTENHALL by 107 runs.

 Neston 186-4 (20 overs: J. Smith 122, A. Murphy 38); Tattenhall 79 (15.5 overs: J. Free 4-12).

Wednesday, May 5

ASHTON on MERSEY lost to GRAPPENHALL(won toss) by 103 runs.

 Grappenhall 195-6 (20 overs: R. Green 101no); Ashton on Mersey 92-8 (B. Riches 3-27).

Friday, May 7 

TIMPERLEY lost to BROOKLANDS (won toss) by 45 runs.

 Brooklands 166-6 (20 overs: Fuller 40, Hart 32, Brown 2-33, Hendrick 2-38); Timperley 121-9 (20 overs: Griffiths 24, Hart 2-14, Jones 2-26 on debut).

Second round draw (games to be played by May 31):

Brooklands v Toft

Bowdon v Urmston

Didsbury v Bramhall

Marple v Heaton Mersey

Cheadle Hulme v Bollington 

(Thursday, May 20, umpires: John Lofthouse & Alistair Davies)

Cheadle v Bredbury St. Mark’s

Poynton v Alderley Edge


(Postponed on Thursday, May 6)

Hyde v Macclesfield


(Friday, May 14)

Grappenhall v Mobberley

Middlewich v Sale

Congleton v Nantwich


(Thursday, May 20)

Warrington v Oulton Park

Irby v Christleton



(Tuesday, May 11)

Birkenhead Park v Widnes

Upton v Chester Boughton Hall

(Thursday, May 13

Neston v Oxton

 Round three has to be played by June 28th; the quarter-finals by July 26th and the semi-finals and finals at Chester Boughton Hall on Sunday, August 8th (fall-back date Sunday, August 15th).

 Clubs should arrange games ASAP and notify coordinator Jon Hacking (tel. 01244 814 110; e-mail jhacking@gmail.com) who will appoint panel umpires.

 Home clubs should also note that they need to telephone the results and details of all games AND submit a result sheet within 72 hours, which does not require an umpires’ report. 

Area finals in Staffordshire

THE winners of the Red Insure T20 will gain entry to the ECB Cockspur Cup T20 Area finals this year to be staged on a Staffordshire ground on Sunday, August 22nd.  

 The inter-league champions draw is: North Staffs. & South Cheshire League v Birmingham League v North Wales League v Cheshire County League.  (Each league plays three games). The winners there go through to the Regional finals on September 5th with the national finals scheduled for Southampton’s Rose Bowl on Tuesday, September 22nd, when Sky will televise the events live and the winners will win an all-expenses paid cricket holiday in Barbados. 

Sunday’s Cheshire Cup results  

RESULTS of Cheshire Cup games played on Sunday, May 9th 

 First round: Birkenhead St. Mary’s 202-9 Ashton on Mersey 204-4 (M. Timms 69).

 Round 2: Romiley 167-9 (Rowe 4-23) Bollington 169-5; Widnes 258-8 (S. Henry 138) Birkenhead Park 175 (A. Watson 55, A. Duckers 4-49); Parkfield Liscard 207-5 Grappenhall 210-6 (R. Green 73, W/ Sharp 43no).

  Further round 2 games on Sunday, May 16th: Hawk Green v Timperley; Chester CO v Bredbury St. Mark’s; Middlewich v Hale Barns; Malpas v Winsford (May 23rd); Northwich v Cheadle; Davenham v Ashton on Mersey; Irby v Caldy; Marple v Rode Park & Lawton; Sale v Macclesfield; Congleton v Brooklands; Barnton v Upton; Ashley v Chelford; Poynton v Lindow; Cheadle Hulme v Crewe. Stockport bye. 
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Over 40s off to bright start

DESPITE some dodgy weather, all but three games were played in the opening programme of Over 40s section games on Wednesday, May 5th. 

 The exceptions were at Sale, where Cheadle cried off due to a shortage of players (many having gone to watch Manchester City’s unlucky defeat by Spurs in the Premier League). Also unplayed were those at newcomers New Brighton, and Macclesfield, whose grounds were unfit.

WESTERN GROUP RESULTS

Neston v Chester Boughton Hall: result not known

New Brighton (2 pts.) v Oxton (2 pts.): match cancelled due to rain:

Tattenhall Wreckers (4 pts.) beat Irby by 6 wickets: 

Irby 93-6 (D. Newman 31, Lea 26, Gray 3-61); Tattenhall 94-4 (Sandford 31, Hope 28, D. Newman 2-18).

 Open: Upton

CENTRAL GROUP

Davenham (4 pts.) beat Warrington by 8 wickets: Warrington 68-6 (Boys 20, Garber 2-17, S. Woodcock 2-8); Davenham 71-2 (M. Bentley 26, Gough 24).

Grappenhall lost to Toft (4 pts.) bv 4 runs:

Toft 132-6 (Mitchell 31, Hope 26, Sheldon 25); Grappenhall 128-7 (Newell 31, Green 28).

Mobberley lost to Nantwich Cavaliers (4 pts.) by 42 runs: Nantwich 134-2 (Blackledge 31, Newton 31); Mobberley 92-5 (Sinclair 321, Percival 2-18).

Open: Bowdon.

NORTH-EAST GROUP

Sale Silverbacks (4 pts.) beat Cheadle by default: Cheadle could not raise a team.

Timperley lost to Brooklands (4 pts.) by 36 runs: Brooklands 137-4 (Higgins 30, Law 30, Lewis 34); Timperley 101-6 (Dutton 29, Brooke 3-26).

Urmston (4 pts.) beat Bowdon Vale Vikings by 53 runs: Urmston 165-3 (Sethi 31, Pollard 31, Williams 30, Edginton 30); Bowdon Vale 112-4 (Bottomley 32, Froggatt 32).

 Open: Cheadle Hulme

SOUTH-EAST GROUP

Alderley Edge Wizards lost to Poynton Legends (4 pts.) by 10 wickets: Alderley Edge 105-4 (Cheetham 33, Perry 33); Poynton 107-0 (Kingham 33, Martin 32).

 Bredbury Saints (4 pts.) beat Romiley by 23 runs: Bredbury 109-5 (18 overs: Clarke 26, Amison 20); Romiley 86 (Oldland 30, Potter 27, Coffey 2-9).

 Macclesfield (2 pts.) v Marple (2 pts.): match cancelled due to rain. 

 Open: Bollington

FIXTURES ON WEDNESDAY, MAY 12th (6.15 p.m.)

WESTERN GROUP: Chester B.H. v Tattenhall Wreckers; Irby v New Brighton; Oxton v Upton. Open: Neston.

CENTRAL GROUP: Nantwich Cavaliers v Grappenhall; Toft v Davenham; Warrington v Bowdon. Open: Mobberley.

NE GROUP: Bowdon Vale Vikings v Timperley; Brooklands v Sale Silverbacks; Cheadle Hulme v Urmston. Open: Cheadle.

SE GROUP: Marple v Alderley Edge Wizards; Poynton Legends v Bredbury Saints; Romiley v Bollington. Open: Macclesfield 

CHESHIRE 50s HALTED: Persistent drizzle caused Cheshire Over 50s’ annual pre-season friendly against Shropshire at Bomere Heath to be abandoned on Wednesday last week.  Cheshire had reached 83-5 (Steve Yates 33) off 23 overs.  Four new recruits on show in former Minor Counties bowlers Andy Greasley (Marple) and John Potts (Cheadle Hulme), also Neil Titchard (Timperley) and Phil Trickett (Timperley).

 Cheshire open their National 50 Plus championship programme against Yorkshire at Brighouse on Wednesday, May 19th. 

 CHESHIRE OVER 60s visit Northumberland & Durham in their opening game on Tuesday, May 11th. 

Cheshire trounced at Jesmond

CHESHIRE suffered their heaviest Minor Counties Cup defeat on record at Jesmond on Sunday when Northumberland beat them by 291 runs in their second group match. Scores: Northumberland 394-6 Cheshire 175.

 Meanwhile Staffordshire, Cheshire’s opponents at Grappenhall next Sunday (11 a.m.) beat Cumberland by 114 runs at Leek. 

DEVELOPMENT XI LOSE: Cheshire Development XI lost their first game of the season by 96 runs against Lancashire 2nd at Liverpool on Tuesday last week.  Lancashire amassed 305-6, Colwyn Bay and former Bowdon batsman Gareth Cross scoring 98 and Cheshire replied with 209 (James McCoy 40, Steve Cheetham 5-37) 
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Out and about …..
TWO MORE OVERSEAS PLAYERS

REGISTERED in time to play on Saturday were two more overseas players, bringing the total to 28.

 Didsbury have signed Barbadian all-rounder Chioke Payne, 21, who played for Northants and Durham Under 17s and Under 19s on a previous stay in the UK. Last season Payne played premier league cricket in Barbados.  His arrival was delayed by the volcanic ash problem.

 To play for Mobberley is Mohammed Ibrahim Rony, a 24 year-old all-rounder from Bangladesh, who is studying in Manchester. Rony has played top league cricket in his home country for the past six years.

WEBSITE PROMLEMS FOR JUNIOR SECTION

THE League Junior section are experiencing problems with clubs failing to register results on the ECB play-cricket website.  Chairman Gary Dixon says the onus is on all home teams to post results on the website within 48 hours – and this is not happening.

 Junior secretary David Vallance has issued a circular to all organisers asking them to remind Junior coaches / managers to post results of all matches on the website.  Under 9s results and fixtures are particularly delinquent, he claims. He says imposing fines appears to be no deterrent and officers may decide to exclude clubs who continually fail to post results, as it makes it impossible for Results secretaries to manage the league tables and is unfair to those already administering results in line with League rules.

SENIOR WEBSITE

THE informative senior League website is administered jointly by Darren and Sharon Sutcliffe.

  A reminder of the relevant addresses:  League website: www.cheshirecountycl.play-cricket.com/home/home/asp.  Webmasters:dsooty54@btinternet.com / ssooty54@btinternet.com.

BRAMHALL IN CHARITY RUN

BRAMHALL cricketers are to take part in the Greater Manchester 10k Run round the city centre on Sunday, May 16th to raise money for Christie’s Cancer Hospital where president Peter Babbage received life-saving treatment. Anyone who would like to contribute should follow the run’s website: www.justgiving.com/10kmforchristies or by e-mail to Andy Reynolds on bramhallnews@googlemail.com

NORRISONIANS’ SOS

BRAMHALL secretary Frank Norris, founder member of the family team Norrisonians Cricket Club,  plans to arrange a 25th anniversary in early September with a T20 match.  He has been been unable to secure the Bramhall ground, and ask any neighbouring club to offer their ground. If you can help, please contact Frank on 0777 197 2962 or family.norris52@ntllworld.com

MELLER BRAGGINS RESULTS

RESULTS of Meller Braggins Cheshire League First Division games on Saturday, May 1st: Alvanley 137-8 Davenham 133; Mere 138 Ashley 138-9; Northwich 112-6 Malpas 111; Oakmere 128-8 Stockport 215-4 dec.; Trafford 211-7 dec. Winnington Park 195-8; Weaverham 111-7 Hale Barns 112-9. 

REPRESENTATIVE MATCHES ARRANGED

THE League’s two representative matches against the Liverpool Competition have been confirmed:

 The seniors will meet at Widnes on Sunday, July 11th (1 p.m.), when players throughout the league will be eligible for selection.  A week earlier, on Sunday, July 4th the League will visit the Competition in a one-off North-West Colts Trophy final at Orrell (also 1 p.m.).  This is for Under 18s players.

 Sunday, May 27th sees the League First & Second Division XI meet the Meller Braggins Cheshire League in their first Mullaney Trophy fixture (1 p.m.).  Widnes wicket-keeper Ian Spencer will captain the League team. 

 League team manager is Harry Bramhall, whose mobile telephone number is now 07889 974 4731; home 01925 601 639; e-mail: Dorothy.Bramhall@talktalk,net.

CHESTER EXIT NATIONAL

CHESTER Boughton Hall became the first League club to exit the National championship when they lost by three wickets to Highfield on Sunday, May 2nd.   Scores: CBH 146; Highfield 147-7 (White 3-36).

 Eight League clubs playing on Sunday, May 16th are: Bradshaw v Urmston; Fulwood & Broughton v Bowdon; Eagley v Oxton; Hyde v Romiley; Darwen v Neston; Heaton v Widnes; Alderley Edge v Wolverhampton; West Bromwich Dartmouth v Nantwich.  Playing on Sunday, May 23rd: Grappenhall v Wallasey. 
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Revisiting games on Saturday,  May 1st

Premier League. Umpires’ ground reports (max. 20 in each category):  

 Alderley Edge pitch 12 – outfield 18; Bramhall 16-19; Didsbury 14-13; Hyde 13-16; Nantwich 17-19; Neston 19-19.

 Wicket-keeper Andy Worrall took 4 catches in the defeat of Urmston (all off Jason Whittaker, who had  8-60).

 James Duffy (128) and Danny Leech (77) added 166 for third Hyde wicket v Oxton.

 Nantwich batsman Nafeed Ahmed, not Danny Ahmed, scored 45 vs. Oulton Park.

 Bowdon recorded 23 points in their victory at Bramhall, not 25 as reported on result sheet.

 There were no late umpires cards

Division One. Umpires ground reports:  

 Bollington 12-14; Cheadle 18-18; Cheadle Hulme 13-18; Grappenhall 17-14; Heaton Mersey 14-13; Irby 15-19.

 Cheadle Hulme wicket-keeper Chris Durham took 2 stumpings and a catch in a home defeat by Widnes, whose own ‘keeper Ian Spencer took 3 catches and scored 72 not out.  In Cheadle Hulme’s all out 54, five batsmen scored ducks. Danny, not Damien, Moore who took 7-22 for Widnes

 For Cheadle v Christleton, wicker-keeper Jonny Reeh claimed four catches. Chasing 120, Cheadle were 62-8 before their ninth wicket pair M. Samuels (41) and C. Hydey (32) doubled the score to close on 124-8. There was a 40 minutes tea interval in this game.

 In Upton’s defeat at Grappenhall, wicket-keeper Chris Dhenin took 2 stumpings and a catch.

 Late umpires cards: Cheadle, Middlewich.

Division Two.  Umpires ground reports:  Brooklands 15-14; Marple 15-17; Mobberley 15-17; Tattenhall 16-15; Timperley 14-15; Stockport Georgians 14-16.

 According the result sheet signed by umpires and captains, there were no scorers in the Timperley v Ashton on Mersey game = two x £15 fines.

 Stockport Georgians’ second wicket pair at Brooklands, Adam Gaskarth (105) and Mark Vincent (46) put on an unbroken 130 for the second wicket.

 In Bredbury St. Mark’s victory at Brooklands, Graham Barlow took 4-61.

 There were no late umpires cards

 Alistair Davies’ Umpiring quiz: Week 4

THE striker makes contact with the ball which rolls towards the wicket. He knocks it away, but it goes towards a fielder who, seeing that the striker is out of his ground, throws the ball at the wicket, but misses.  The batsmen set off and complete one run.  At this stage, there is an appeal.

 What would you expect the umpires’ ruling to be and should the run be allowed? 

LAST WEEK’S POSER:

THE striker takes up his batting position 18 inches in front of the popping crease.  On seeing this and before entering his delivery stride, the bowler throws the ball at the striker’s end and hits his wicket with the striker out of his ground.

 What would you expect to happen?

…. THE ANSWER: 

The bowler has thrown the ball, so the umpire would call and signal ‘No ball’. However, a batsman can be run out off a no-ball.  The reason why the striker was out of his ground is irrelevant. So the striker is out, run out.

 See Laws 24.4; 38.1 
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Fixtures & umpires for Saturday, May 15th
ECB Premier League (12.30 p.m.)

ALDERLEY EDGE v BOWDON


Ian Drury & Ian Ramage

BRAMHALL v NANTWICH


John Lofthouse & Chris Smith

CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL v OXTON

Jon Hacking & Phil Prince

DIDSBURY v TOFT



Stuart Anderson & George Murphy

HYDE v URMSTON



Ged Kinsey & Geoff Wellsteed

NESTON v OULTON PARK


Ian Greensmith & Glyn Roberts

First Division (1 p.m.)

BOLLINGTON v CHEADLE


Peter Bolger & Steve Kirkbright

CHEADLE HULME v MIDDLEWICH

Nigel Hardern & Ken Rothwell

GRAPPENHALL v CHRISTLETON

Don Flanagan & Graham Harris

HEATON MERSEY v UPTON


* Mike Boffey & Jim Whitehead

IRBY v MACCLESFIELD


Trevor Burnett & Don Speakman

POYNTON v WIDNES



Barrie Burns & Peter Ogden

* Boffey tel. 01948 871 250

Second Division (1 p.m.)

ASHTON on MERSEY v SALE


Wyn Harris & David Sutton

BROOKLANDS v MARPLE


Bob Cunningham & Jeff Plumpton

MOBBERLEY v BREDBURY ST. MARK’s
* John Bone & Clive Rice

STOCKPORT GEORGIANS v WARRINGTON
Ron Bedson & Stan Davies

TATTENHALL v CONGLETON


Colin Byrom & Peter Hanaby

TIMPERLEY v BIRKENHEAD PARK

Liam Spires & Steve Walton

* Bone tels. 01606 782 076 / 07787 134 624

Exchange umpires standing in Meller Braggins Cheshire League (1.30 p.m.)

NORTHWICH v DAVENHAM: Div. 1

Allan Lewis (with Martin Roberts)

BOWDON VALE v ASTON: Div. 2

Tom Park (with Stuart Naylor) 
CRICKET QUOTES …..

 “A fart competing with thunder”

 Former England captain Graham Gooch commenting on England’s 5-0 Ashes whitewash in 2006-07. 

mike.t-b@virgin.net
