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NESTON CONFIRM TOP SPOT AS

CHAMPIONS SUFFER AGAIN

NESTON confirmed their right to lead the ECB Premier League when they outplayed reigning champions Oulton Park at Parkgate to register an eight wicket victory.

 Cheshire pace bowler James Hawley was the man of the match with a magnificent 6-24 return off 16 lethal overs, receiving good support from the evergreen Chris Finegan, 3-44.  The normally strong Oulton batting failed for the second successive week, Ben Gough being their top scorer with 33. 

 Skipper Jack Smith led by example when Neston replied before being dismissed for 40 as his side coasted to an eight wickets win and early finish. 

 Neston achieved their fourth win in five games without Aussie-based batsman Brad Rasool who has left the club in controversial circumstances to join Paignton in the Devon League. The circumstances surrounding the sudden departure of Rasool, who had scored 268 runs in his first three games, is being investigated by the ECB and the two leagues.

 Alderley Edge and Bowdon were involved in a thrilling finish culminating ina  level scores draw at Moss Lane. Alderley batted first to post 186, Richard Wilkinson 67, Adam Syddall 5-66.  After good knocks by Stephen Ball, 56 and Carl Hey, 47 Bowdon needed two runs off the last ball to snatch victory, but tail-ender Gareth Edwards only managed a single and the innings closed on 186-9, Tom Atkinson 4-21.  Jason Whittaker’s team thus retained the division’s only unbeaten record by the skin of their teeth. 

Lancashire trials for 140 not out Goodwin

A superb innings of 140 not out by Warren Goodwin helped Chester Boughton Hall beat old rivals Oxton in a high-scoring game at Filkins Lane.  Lee Dixon contributed a hard-hitting 110 to Oxton’s all out tally of  229, Alex Kegg 5-79.  Chester went on to win by a comfortable six wickets margin with 12 overs to spare thanks to Goodwin, who is currently having trials with Lancashire. Strangely, this was the first league century he had scored on his home ground. 

 Oxton included seam bowler Sean Moore, formerly with Widnes, and currently studying at Cardiff University, where he is playing for the UCCE. 

 Nantwich are recovering rapidly after opening the season with three defeats, a 106 runs victory at Bramhall shooting them up to the half-way mark. The Dabbers posted 237-8, Chris Simpson 57, Rob Howell 53, Ray Doyle 53 and apart from Matt Dawson’s 48, the Bramhall batsmen were out of sorts and all out for 131, Doyle completing a good day with 3-33.

 There were 580 runs scored for the loss of just 15 wickets in a drawn game between Hyde and Urmston, the Werneth Low men posting 301-8, Danny Leech 107, Mike Morris 61, Sean Clarence 6-53.  New South Wales all-rounder Clarence completed a  notable all-round performance with an innings of 133 as Urmston reached 279-7 in reply. Hyde’s 17 points return was not enough to lift them off bottom place and they remain the only team without a win.  

 Didsbury beat Toft by four wickets after dismissing their Manchester road visitors cheaply for 148, Pat Roberts 50, Jonny Fawcett 4-59.  Didsbury were in trouble at 57-4 before coasting to149-6, Nick Anderson, 53 and Derek Morgan, 42 turning the tables with a match-winning 86 partnership for the fifth wicket. Dorset pace bowler Rupert Kitzinger returned 4-23, but failed to add to his opening burst. 
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DIVISION ONE

Battle of the Big Two?

The First Division title battle is showing signs of becoming a battle between a new-look Grappenhall and relegated Macclesfield, the only two unbeaten teams.

 Grappenhall made it five out of five with a comfortable seven wickets victory against struggling Christleton at Broad Lane, dismissing their visitors – whose last four batsmen scored ducks -  for 79, David Bates 27, Luke McCoy 3-9, Steve Titchard 3-14. 

 Macclesfield are just one point behind after a six wickets win at Irby, whom they dismissed for 130, after a 69 opening stand between C. McGinn, 55 and M. Smith, 36.  Rob Porter then went through the remainder of the order with a fine 7-26 return, while Barney Cutbill chipped in with 3-45.

 Adam Wilde brought his tally from five innings to 368 as he led Cheadle to a 137 runs victory at Bollington.  The former Cheadle Hulme player top-scored with 127 in an imposing tally of 263, Mo Ali enjoying his second successive seven wicket haul (7-81).  Bolly’s batting collapsed to 126 all out, Rana Malook 5-50, Ashwin Punja 4-48.

 Upton halted their run of defeats with a winning draw at Heaton Mersey, but remain at the foot of the table. In Upton’s 216-8, Jimmy William scored 78 and Hassan Rashid  took 4-74. Later, ‘Mersey held out out at 146-9, thanks to an unbeaten 55 from South African Gareth Basson with 55. George Earl took 5-42.

  Poynton’s first win was at the expense of Widnes, who are blowing hot and cold.  Rick Clark took 4-48 and Keith Allen 4-48 to dismiss Widnes for 116 and they passed that score for the loss of three wickets

 Improving after a slow start, Cheadle Hulme beat Middlewich by six wickets at Grove Park, their visitors occupying the crease for 55 overs to post 165-8, Stephen Parry 61, Damien Stringer 4-59.  Former Poynton all-rounder Stringer then hit a superb unbeaten 94 as his new side coasted to victory .

DIVISION TWO

Brooklands halt Marple gallop

MARPLE still lead Division Two but had their colours lowered for the first time in a tight finish at Brooklands.  

 Marple declared on 213-7, James Crisall 58 and Brooklands just made it on 214-9 with two balls remaining, Alex Fuller 82 not out, Andy Greasley 4-51.

 Sale are second after inflicting Ashton on Mersey’s fifth successive defeat at Little Ees Lane.  Sale’s modest tally of 157-9 was down to a 10th wicket stand worth 71 between Rick Halkon (34no) and R. Woodward (29) who put on 71, against a keen attack led by Andrew Roscow 5-60.  Ashton’s batsmen have not come to terms with County League bowling yet and they were all out for 126, Anthony Roscow 41, while Rick Halkon cleaned up with a 6-28 return  off 16 overs of accurate leg spin.

  Warrington slip to third after being held to a high-scoring draw at Stockport Georegians, whose form has been good.  Mark Vincent was unbeaten with 92 in Georgians’ 238-9 and Warrington tallied 211-8, Liam Heaphy 52, Brendan Morris 51, enoying a sixth wicket stand worth 88 

 Bredbury St. Mark’s found the Mobberley bowling to their liking with a declared tally of 243-3, Paul Wood 93, Paul Zybrands 75 not out.  Mobberley mustered 160, W. Beresford-Iunce 54, Yunis Khan 34, John Usher 4-61.

 Tattenhall were back to form after their mauling at Birkenhead, beating Congleton by seven wickets at Flacca field.   The prolific Craig Williamson took 6-47 and with Mal Dobson taking 3-23 (and four catches) Congleton were spun out for 126, Adam Brown 40.  John Hope was unbeaten with 64 as Tatters made it by seven wickets.

 Skipper Mike Bishop (82 not out) led the way as Timperley piled up 223-5 declared at Stockport road, Birkenhead Park’s last pair holding out in the gloaming at 191-9, Chris Stenhouse 61, Mark Maddocks 5-31.
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Saturday’s scorelines in detail

ECB PREMIER LEAGUE

ALDERLEY EDGE (won toss, 11 pts.) drew with BOWDON (18 pts.)

 Alderley Edge 186 (57 overs: R. Wilkinson 67, A. Syddall 5-66, S. Cheetham 3-32);  

 Bowdon 186-9 (53 overs: S. Ball 56, C. Hey 47, T. Atkinson 4-21).

BRAMHALL (6 pts.) lost to NANTWICH (won toss, 25 pts.) by 106 runs.

 Nantwich 237-8 dec. (55 overs: C. Simpson 57, R. Howells 53, R. Doyle 53);

 Bramhall 131 (48 overs: M. Dawson 48, J. Birchall 36, R. Doyle 3-33, J. Warrington 3-36, L Vincent 3-39).

CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL (25 pts.) beat OXTON (22 pts.) by 6 wickets.

 Oxton 229 (53 overs: L. Dixon 110, G. Cashin 36, A. Kegg 5-79, T. Fabian 3-21); 

 Chester Boughton Hall 230-4 (45 overs: W. Goodwin 140no, T. Fabian 36, J Gillson 30).

DIDSBURY (25 pts.) beat TOFT (won toss, 7 pts.) by 4 wickets.

 Toft 148 (49 overs: P Roberts 50, A. Bones 32, J. Fawcett 4-59); 

 Didsbury 149-6 ( 56 overs: N. Anderson 53, D. Morgan 42, R. Kitzinger 4-23).

 HYDE (16 pts.) drew with URMSTON (won toss, 11 pts.)

 Hyde 301-8 dec. (53 overs: D. Leech 108, M. Morris 61, S. Clarence 6-53); 

Urmston 279-7 (57 overs: S. Clarence 133, M. Ness 41, G. Saunders 39no, D. Cranmer 3-87).

 NESTON (won toss, 20 pts.) beat OULTON PARK (3 pts.) by 8 wickets.

 Oulton Park 109 (43 overs: B. Gough 33, J. Hawley 6-24, C. Finegan 3-44);

 Neston 111-2 (31 overs: J. Smith 40).

FIRST DIVISION

BOLLINGTON (7 pts.) lost to CHEADLE (won toss, 25 pts.) by 137 runs.

 Cheadle 263 (50 overs: A. Wilde 127, C. Grindey 33, M. Ali 7-81); 

 Bollington 126 (28 overs: R. Malook 5-50, A. Punja 4-48).

CHEADLE HULME (won toss, 20 pts.) beat MIDDLEWICH (4 pts.) by 6 wickets.

 Middlewich 165-8 innings closed (55 overs: S. Parry 61, D. Stringer 4-59); 

 Cheadle Hulme 168-4 (44 overs: D. Stringer 94no).

GRAPPENHALL (won toss, 20 pts.) beat CHRISTLETON (2 pts.) by 7 wickets.

 Christleton 79 (40 overs: D. Bates 27, L. McCoy 3-9, S. Titchard 3-14); 

Grappenhall 82-3 (30 overs).

HEATON MERSEY (8 pts.) drew with UPTON (won toss, 17 pts.)

 Upton 216-8 dec. (50 overs: J. Williams 78, D. Warburton 34, H. Rashid 4-74); 

 Heaton Mersey 146-9 (50 overs: G. Basson 55no, G. Earl 5-42).

IRBY (won toss, 6 pts.) lost to MACCLESFIELD (25 pts.) by 6 wickets.

 Irby 130 (45 overs: C. McGinn 55, M. Smith 36, R. Porter 7-26, B. Cutbill 3-45); 

 Macclesfield 131-4 (32 overs: B. Morrison 76, T. Parfett 41).

POYNTON (25 pts.) beat WIDNES (won toss, 4 pts.) by 7 wickets.

 Widnes 116 (37 overs: D. Naughton 50, R. Clark 4-29, K. Allen 4-48); 

 Poynton 118-3 (37 overs: C. Clark 31no).
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SECOND DIVISION

ASHTON on MERSEY (7 pts.) lost to SALE (won toss, 22 pts.) by 31 runs.

 Sale 157-9 dec. (50 overs: R. Halkon 34no, R. Woodward 29 = 10th wicket stand of 71, Andrew Roscow 6-50, C. Roscow 3-53); 

Ashton on Mersey 126 (44 overs: Anthony Roscow 42, R.Halkon 6-28).

BROOKLANDS (25 pts.) beat MARPLE (won toss, 15 pts.) by 1 wicket.

 Marple 213-7 dec. (50 overs: J. Crisall 58, J. Mason 49); 

 Brooklands 214-9 (49.4 overs: A. Fuller 82no, N. Sayeed 41, A. Greasley 4-51).

MOBBERLEY (won toss, 6 pts.) lost to BREDBURY ST. MARK’s (25 pts.) by 83 runs.

 Bredbury St. Mark’s 243-3 dec. (49 overs: P. Wood 93, P. Zybrands 75no, D. Carr 49); 

 Mobberley 160 (31 overs: W. Beresford-Ince 53, Y. Khan 34, J. Usher 4-61).

STOCKPORT GEORGIANS (won toss, 6 pts.) drew with WARRINGTON (12 pts.).

 Stockport Georgians 238-9 dec. (50 overs: M. Vincent 92no, R. Swart 3-36, S. Heydon 3-77); 

 Warrington 211-8 (50 overs: L. Heaphy 52, B. Morris 51, M. Agar 30, S. Normanton 3-33).

TATTENHALL (won toss, 20 pts.) beat CONGLETON (6 pts.) by 7 wickets.

 Congleton 126 (50 overs: A. Brown 40, C. Williamson 6-47, M. Dobson 3-23 and 4 catches); 

Tattenhall 127-3 (41 overs: J. Hope 64no, P. Kettle 30).

TIMPERLEY (17 pts.) drew with BIRKENHEAD PARK (won toss, 9 pts.)

 Timperley 223-5 dec. (50 overs: M. Bishop 82no, M. Rudd 37);

 Birkenhead Park 191-9 (50 overs: C. Stenhouse 61, M. Maddocks 5-31).

BEST PERFORMANCES OF WEEK

Premier Division 

Batting: Warren Goodwin (Chester Boughton Hall) 140no v Oxton

Bowling: James Hawley (Neston) 6-24 v Oulton Park.

All-rounder: Sean Clarence (Urmston) 133 and 6-53 v Hyde.

First Division

Batting: Adam Wilde (Cheadle) 127 v Bollington.

Bowling: Mo Ali (Bollington) 7-81 v Cheadle.

All-rounder: Damien Stringer (Cheadle Hulme) 94no and 4-59 v Middlewich.

Second Division 

Batting: Paul Wood (Bredbury St. Mark’s) 93 v Mobberley.

Best bowling: Rick Halkon (Sale) 6-28 v Ashton on Mersey

All-rounder: Rick Halkon (Sale) 34no and 6-28 v Ashton on Mersey 

Funeral of Frank Bailey

THE funeral of former Manchester Association president Frank Bailey, who died aged 82 at his Heaton Moor home on May 8th, will be held in the Old Chapel at Manchester Crematorium, off Princess Parkway, on Thursday, May 20th at 12 noon.  

 It will be followed by a wake at Old Trafford, the home of Lancashire County Cricket Club where Frank was a highly esteemed vice-president. 
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                              League tables after five games

ECB Premier League
P
W25
W20
D
C/A
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts.

NESTON

5
3
1
0
0
1
10
4
109

ALDERLEY EDGE
5
0
3
2
0
0
14
9
87

URMSTON

5
1
1
1
0
2
22
12
81

TOFT


5
0
2
1
0
2
28
10
80

CHESTER BO. HALL
5
1
2
0
0
2
8
6
79

OULTON PARK
5
2
1
0
0
2
3
3
76

NANTWICH

5
0
2
0
0
3
21
15
76

DIDSBURY

5
1
1
1
0
2
11
12
70

BRAMHALL

5
0
2
0
0
3
19
11
70

OXTON

5
1
0
1
0
3
30
11
68

* BOWDON

5
0
1
0
0
3
19
11
68

HYDE


5
0
0
3
0
2
37
18
61

 * Bowdon’s record includes 18 tie points from a level-scores draw.

First Division

P
W25
W20
D
C/A
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts.

GRAPPENHALL
5
1
4
0
0
0
3
0
108

MACCLESFIELD
5
2
2
1
0
0
12
3
107

CHEADLE

5
1
2
0
0
2
18
7
90

WIDNES

5
0
3
0
0
2
16
6
82

BOLLINGTON

5
1
2
0
0
2
7
6
78

CHEADLE HULME
5
0
2
2
0
1
18
11
73

MIDDLEWICH

5
1
0
2
0
2
24
13
66

POYNTON

5
1
0
1
0
3
19
10
56

HEATON MERSEY
5
0
1
2
0
2
20
11
55

IRBY


5
0
1
1
0
3
16
10
48

CHRISTLETON
5
0
1
0
0
4
16
9
45

UPTON


5
0
0
1
0
4
25
18
45

Second Division
P
W25
W20
D
C/A
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts.

MARPLE

5
2
2
0
0
1
20
5
115

SALE


5
0
3
2
0
0
27
6
97

WARRINGTON
5
1
2
1
0
1
18
9
94

CONGLETON

5
1
2
0
0
2
10
4
79

TATTENHALL

5
1
2
1
0
1
4
6
77

STOCKPORT GEO.
5
0
2
2
0
1
15
13
72

BROOKLANDS

5
1
1
1
0
2
14
9
70

BREDBURY ST. MK.
5
0
2
0
0
3
15
11
66

TIMPERLEY

5
0
1
2
0
2
30
11
65

BIRKENHEAD  PARK
5
0
1
2
0
2
28
12
64

MOBBERLEY

5
0
0
1
0
4
24
12
38

ASHTON on MERSEY
5
0
0
0
0
5
18
16
34
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Christleton withdraw from Red Insure T20

CHRISTLETON have pulled out of the Red Insure T20 because of shortage of players and their scheduled second round opponents Irby receive a bye into round three. Christleton’s withdrawal also rules them out of the Plate competition for first and second round T20 losers.

 Cheadle became the first club to reach round three when they beat Bredbury St. Mark’s by eight wickets on Wednesday last week, Dave Dooler taking 5-17. 

 At the time Newsletter went to press four of 16 second round ties had yet to be arranged. 

First round results

NESTON beat TATTENHALL by 107 runs.

ASHTON on MERSEY lost to GRAPPENHALL by 103 runs.

TIMPERLEY lost to BROOKLANDS by 45 runs.

Second round results

IRBY walk over CHRISTLETON

CHEADLE beat BREDBURY ST. MARK’s (won toss) by 8 wickets.

 Bredbury St. Mark’s 135-9 (20 overs: C. Wood 44, D. Dooler 5-17); Cheadle 138-2 (18.3 overs: A. Punja 47no, A. Wilde 33, R. Malook 33).

UPTON lost to CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL (won toss) by 44 runs:

Chester Boughton Hall 172-6 (20 overs: J. Gillson 45, T. Fabian 39, A. Leech 36, G. Keenan 3-16); Upton 128-9 (20 overs: G. Earl 27, J. Williams 3-12).

HYDE beat MACCLESFIELD (won toss) by 2 wickets.

 Macclesfield 156-5 (20 overs: K. Sawas 65, R. Kean 30); Hyde 159-8 (18.5 overs: D. Leech 28, B. Cutbill 2-22, R. Porter 2-33).

Remaining 2nd round games to be played by May 31:

Brooklands v Toft


Friday, May 21 (umpires Tom Park & Glyn Roberts)

Bowdon v Urmston


TBA

Didsbury v Bramhall


Thursday, May 20 (Graham Harris & Tom Park)

Marple v Heaton Mersey


Thursday, May 27 (Stuart Anderson & Paul Herring)

Cheadle Hulme v Bollington 

Thursday, May 20 (umpires: John Lofthouse & Alistair Davies)

Alderley Edge v Poynton


Wednesday, May 19 (Rick Davis & Glyn Roberts)

Grappenhall v Mobberley


Tuesday, May 18 (Barrie Burns & Jon Hacking)

Middlewich v Sale


TBA

Congleton v Nantwich


Thursday, May 20 (Peter Bolger & Paul Herring)

Warrington v Oulton Park


TBA

Birkenhead Park v Widnes


TBA

Neston v Oxton



Wednesday, May 19 (Jon Hacking & Ged Kinsey)

 Round three has to be played by June 28th; the quarter-finals by July 26th and the semi-finals and finals at Chester Boughton Hall on Sunday, August 8th (fall-back date Sunday, August 15th).

 Clubs should arrange games ASAP and notify coordinator Jon Hacking (tel. 01244 814 110; e-mail jhacking@gmail.com) who will appoint panel umpires.

 Home clubs should telephone the results and details of all games to the Competition secretary AND submit a result sheet within 72 hours, when an umpires’ report is not required.

Area finals in Staffordshire

THE winners of the Red Insure T20 will gain entry to the ECB Cockspur Cup T20 Area finals this year to be staged on a Staffordshire ground on Sunday, August 22nd.  

 The inter-league champions draw is: North Staffs. & South Cheshire League v Birmingham League v North Wales League v Cheshire County League.  Each league plays three games. The winners go through to the Regional finals on Sunday, September 5th in the West Midlands. The national finals are scheduled for Southampton’s Rose Bowl on Thursday, September 23rd, when Sky will televise the events live and the winners win an all-expenses paid cricket holiday in Barbados. 

Cheshire Cup results  on Sunday

RESULTS of Cheshire Cup second round games played on Sunday, May 13th

 Hawk Green 248 Timperley 252-7 (Ashling 100); Bredbury 238-3  (Carr 122no) Chester CO 193; Hale Barns 230-6 Middlewich 232-2 (Cornford 88not); Winsford wo Malpas; Cheadle 165 (Brown 52) Northwich 167-6; Ashton on Mersey wo Davenham; Heaton Mersey 235 (Basson 75) Aston 175 (H. Rashid 4-29); Irby 330-5 (Smith 103, Kinsey 102) Caldy 235-8 (Thomas 5-46); Macclesfield 180-8 (Griffiths 59) Sale 181-3 (Dixon 63 not); Congleton 128 Brooklands 129-3; Barnton 128 Upton 129-3; Ashley 234-9 Chelford 221-9; Lindow wo Poynton; Cheadle Hulme 368-5 (Batty 100no, Jordan Potts 90, Bailey 64) Crewe 184-9. Stockport bye  

The Marple v Rode Park & Lawton game is on Sunday, May 23rd. 
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Not too cold for Forties

WHILE two results are outstanding, it is believed a full programme of games was played in the Over 40s section on Wednesday, May 12th in cold, but fine weather. 

 New Brighton made a losing debut in the Western group, losing by 12 runs at Irby.

 In the Central Group, Nantwich Cavaliers have won both games so far. 

 Sale Silverbacks have a 100 per cent record in the North-East zone.

 Poynton Legends beat Bredbury Saints to give them an eight points return from their opening South-East matches. 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 12 RESULTS: WESTERN GROUP

Chester Boughton Hall (4 pts.) beat Tattenhall Wreckers (0 pts.) by 20 runs:  

 CBH 135-1 (Forrest 32, Gillson 30, Fleet 30); Tattenhall 115-9 (Hope 26, Kegg 3-15, Thistlewood 2-14, Gillson 2-19).

Irby (4 pts.) beat New Brighton (0 pts.) by 12 runs: 

 Irby 138-4 (D. Newman 31, Smith 30, Verry 2-12); New Brighton 126 (Botes 33, Rylance 32, D. Newman 5-13).

Oxton (4 pts.) beat Upton (0 pts.) by 4 wickets:

 Upton 113-8 (Charles 30, Owen 27, Davies 3-26); Oxton 114-6 (D. Clarke 30, Callaghan 29, P. Clark 3-15, Simcox 3-28).

 Late result from May 5th: Neston (2 pts.) v Chester Boughton Hall (2 pts.) cancelled due to rain. 

CENTRAL GROUP

Nantwich Cavaliers (4 pts.) beat Grappenhall (0 pts.) by 21 runs:

 Nantwich 115-8 (Blackledge 30); Grappenhall 94-9.

Toft v Davenham:  no result received. 

Warrington (4 pts.) beat v Bowdon (0 pts.) by 15 runs:

 Warrington 132-2 (Molyneux 33, Bate 21); Bowdon 117-4 (Cramner 32, Shenman 31). 

NORTH-EAST GROUP

Bowdon Vale Vikings (4 pts.) beatTimperley (0 pts.) by 16 runs:

 Bowdon Vale 128-4 (Bottomley 30, Thorpe 30, Prickett 2-20); Timperley 112-9 (Carson 32, Crowson 2-16, Howell 2-18).

Brooklands (0 pts.) lost to Sale Silverbacks (4 pts.) by 4 wickets:

 Brooklands 101-7 (Brooke 36); Sale 105-6 (Battersby 31).

 Cheadle Hulme v Urmston: no result received.

 SOUTH-EAST GROUP

Marple (4 pts.) beat Alderley Edge Wizards (0 pts.) by 10 wickets:

 Alderley Edge 93-7 (Read 32, Smith 2-012); Marple 94-0 (Worrall 31, Littler 30, Ashton 23).

 Poynton Legends (4 pts.) beat v Bredbury Saints (0 pts.) by 51 runs:  

Poynton 135-5 (Kingham 33, Wilde 25, Hall 24, Cox 2-25); Bredbury 84-9 (Coffey 30, Bell 2-10, Bowler 2-10, Potts 2-16). 

Romiley (0 pts.) lost to Bollington (4 pts.) by 5 runs:

 Bollington 136-2 (McKernan 33, Matlock 30, Patterson 30, Reeves 2-29); Romiley 131-6 (Taylor 31, Potter 30, G. Wood 3-21). 

FIXTURES ON WEDNESDAY, MAY 19th (6.15 p.m.)

WESTERN GROUP: New Brighton v Chester B. Hall; Tattenhall Wreckers v Neston; Upton v Irby. Open: Oxton.

CENTRAL GROUP: Bowdon v Toft; Davenham v Nantwich Cavaliers; Grappenhall v Mobberley. Open: Warrington.

NORTH-EAST GROUP: Bowdon Vale v Cheadle; Cheadle Hulme v Sale Silverbacks; Urmston v Timperley. Open: Brooklands.

SOUTH-EAST GROUP: Alderley Edge Wizards v Macclesfield; Bollington v Poynton Legends; Bredbury Saints v Marple. Open: Romiley. 

ANDY HURWORTH SHOWS WAY: Cheshire opened their National 60 Plus county championship programme against Northumberland & Durham at Norton on Tuesday last week with a six wickets victory, led by player-manager Andy Hurworth (Irby) with a fine innings of 109. Cheadle Hulme duo Ian Brown  - who actually hit a six -  and Bob Worsley paired up for a vital fifth wicket partnership worth 45, to close on 234-4 with an over to spare.

 Earlier the Cheshire bowlers (apart from Chris Lees, 2-31) had also taken a hammering as the North-Easterners closed on 232-3 on a superb batting surface. 

 The Over 60s host Leicestershire at Chester Boughton Hall on Tuesday, May 18th (1.30 p.m.). 

CHESHIRE open their National 50 Plus championship programme against Yorkshire at Brighouse on Wednesday, May 19th (1.30 p.m.). 
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Cheshire beat Staffs

CHESHIRE made a rapid recovery from the hammering they took against Northumberland the previous week to beat  Staffordshire by six wickets at Grappenhall on Sunday in their third Minor Counties Cup group game. 

 Staffs. were dismissed for 200 in the 49th over, professional fast bowler Richard Logan taking 5-34. Cheshire replied with 203-4 in 42 overs, Oulton Park’s Ben Spendlove being unbeaten with 83 not. 
 o Cheshire need to win their final group game against Cumberland at Netherfield next  Sunday to stand any chance of topping their group and entering the quarter-finals on June 13th. 

NATIONAL KO BEGINS

ALDERLEY Edge produced a fine performance to beat Birmingham League visitors Wolverhampton in the first round of the National Club championship on Sunday. Results of games to hand (other invited to notify Newsletter ASAP):

Bradshaw v Urmston

Fulwood & Broughton v Bowdon

Oxton conceded at Eagley

Romiley 168-7 Hyde 172-3 (J. Duffy 76, D. Leech 59).

Grappenhall v Wallasey is on Sunday, May 23rd;

Darwen v Neston

Chester Boughton Hall lost to Highfield on May 8th;

Heaton v Widnes

Wolverhampton  157 (J. Whittaker 3-14); Alderley Edge 158-4 (A. Day 38no, Currie 34).

West Bromwich Dartmouth v Nantwich

WEBSITE WARNING

THE ECB have warned the League that their £1,000 payment may be in jeopardy if clubs fail to post full 

details of all 1st XI matches on the official play-cricket.com website. One Premier League home club on Saturday, May 8th provided a sketchy and incomplete scoresheet which was picked up at ECB HQ at Lord’s.

 Webmaster Darren Sutliffe advises: “The best approach to ensure clubs adhere to the full ECB requirements is to direct them to access and print off the two documents on the Play Cricket admin. forum which explains the processes to be followed with inputting and checking scorecards and alo the procedure for registering players whether new or transferring from another clb,. It s important o follow these processes and the implications for not doing so. Despite the request to clubs to indicate the total points gained for each game in the Highlights section of the result summary page, few clubs are doing this.

 THE informative League website is administered jointly by Darren and Sharon Sutcliffe. The relevant addresses are:  League website: www.cheshirecountycl.play-cricket.com/home/home/asp.  Webmasters:dsooty54@btinternet.com / ssooty54@btinternet.com.

CRAIG TAKES 9  WARWICKS WICKETS

PLAYING for Bradford / Leeds UCCE against Warwickshire at Weetwood, Leeds last week, Tattenhall spinner Craig Williamson had match figures of 29-7-80-9, the UCCE’s best on record against first-class opposition.  In the same team was Rick Moore (Oulton Park) celebrating his 21st birthday.

MELLER BRAGGINS RESULTS

RESULTS of Meller Braggins Cheshire League First Division games on Saturday, May 8th:  

 Ashley 165-8 dec. Weaverham, 169-8; Davenham 185-7 Malpas 201-8 dec.; Hale Barns 194-9 dec. Oakmere 106; Stockport 254-3 dec. Alvanley 130; Trafford MV 204-9 dec. Mere 109; Winnington Park 143-9 Northwich 160-9 dec. 

 Placings after three games: Hale Barns 65 pts; Northwich 60; Stockport 55; Trafford MV 49; Malpas 46; Winnington Park 46; Ashley 45; Alvanley 44; Weaverham 42; Oakmere 31; Davenham 31; Mere 22. 

LEAGUE TEAM NAMED

THE League meet the Cheshire League in the first of three Mullaney Trophy fixture at Sale on Sunday, May 23rd (1 p.m.) with the following team:

 Ian Spencer wicket-keeper and captain, Danny Moore (Widnes), Calum Rowe (Bollington), Paul Allen (Christleton), Stephen Parry (Middlewich), Danny Halkon, Rick Halkon, Hasan Khan (Sale), Adam Wilde (Cheadle), Chris Stenhouse (Birkenhead Park), Rick Clark (Poynton). Late changes may have to be made.

  League team manager is Harry Bramhall, whose mobile telephone number is now 07889 974 4731; home 01925 601 639; e-mail: Dorothy.Bramhall@talktalk,net.

FIRST TRANSFERS

ASHLEY HOUGHTON (Middlewich to Winnington Park) to play 3rd XI Sunday cricket. May 14th. 

MICHAEL WHITEHEAD (Northwich to Middlewich). May 14th. 
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Saturday, May 8th revisited

Premier League. 

 Umpires’ ground reports (max. 20 in pitch & outfield categories): Bowdon 12 - 18; Chester 16 – 20; Oulton Park 18-14; Oxton 18-18; Urmston 14-15; Toft 19-19.

 Leading individual stats to date – Batting: James Duffy (Hyde) 284 runs; Bowling: Jason Whittaker (AE) & Jibram Khan (Urmston), both 15 wickets.  

 There were 4 lbws in the Bowdon innings of 144 in reply to Nantwich’s 174.

 In their defeat of Oulton Park, AE wicket-keeper Adam Worrall scored 54 not out and took 3 catches.  This was a 102 overs game, the only time in the first 4 weeks of season that rain had intervened.

For Didsbury at Oxton, Paul Slattery had scored 112 out of 169 when he was fourth out. Didsbury wicket-keeper P. Brierley took 2 catches and 1 stumping.

 For Urmston v Neston, C. McPherson took 3 slip catches.

 Toft v Hyde umpires Alistair Davies and Dave Goulding reported: “An excellent spirit was shown by both teams.  The teas were very good and we were well looked after, as usual at Toft.

 All umpires report cards were submitted.

Division One. 

 Umpires ground reports:  Christleton 15-19; Macclesfield 12-12; Middlewich 17-19; Poynton 16-15; Upton 13-15; Widnes 19-15.

 Leading individual stats:  Batting: Calum Rowe (Bollington) and Adam Wilde (Cheadle) both 241 runs; Bowling: Danny Moore (Widnes) 20 wickets.

 Irby had no scorer for their game at Christleton.

 Macclesfield wicket-keeper Paul Hughes took 3 catches against Cheadle.

 For Bollington against Poynton, Mo Ali had a bowling return of 7-37, not 5-37 as reported.  This was, in fact, the best bowling performance of the day.

 For Cheadle Hulme at Upton, wicker-keeper Chris Durham took 2 catches and 2 stumpings.

 For Widnes at home to Heaton Mersey, Scott Henry (70) and Danny Naughton (68) put together a second wicket stand of 137.  The reverse side of the Widnes result sheet was not faxed. This incurs a £15 fine all clubs should note. 

  Late umpires card:  Macclesfield.

Division Two.  

 Umpires ground reports:  Ashton on Mersey 15-17; Birkenhead Park 14-12; Bredbury 15-15; Congleton 18-17; Sale 16-15; Warrington 17-20.

 Leading individual performances: Batting: Adam Gaskarth (Stockport Georgians) 245 runs; Bowling: Craig Williamson (Tattenhall) 18 wickets.

 According the result sheet signed by umpires and captains, there were no scorers in the Timperley v Ashton on Mersey game on May 1st.  Umpire Ian Greensmith now reports that there were two in attendance (£15 fine for Mr. Greensmith for incorrect sheet?). 

Ashton on Mersey batsmen had only one score of 50 or more in the first 4 weeks – the 100 recorded by S. Webb against Tattenhall on April 24th.

 Congleton had no scorer for the second innings in their home game against Stockport Georgians, whose wicket-keeper Steve Vincent took 2 catches and a stumping.

 Late umpires card: Timperley.

 o Umpires assessments coordinator Ken Spilsbury reminds captains that a marking of 1 in either the Control or Adjudication category should be accompanied by a report e-mailed to Umpires Association chairman Greensmith. 

Umpires quiz Week 5 set by Alistair Davies

A delivery pitches outside the line of the off-stump, then hits the striker on the front leg, which is outside the line of the off-stump. The batsman is attempting to hit the ball through mid-off.  In the umpire’s opinion the ball would have hit the wicket. There is an appeal ….what should be the umpire’s ruling? 

LAST WEEK’S POSER: The striker makes contact with the ball which rolls towards the wicket. He knocks it away, but it goes towards a fielder who, seeing that the striker is out of his ground, throws the ball at the wicket, but misses.  The batsmen set off and complete one run.  At this stage, there is an appeal.

 What would you expect the umpires’ ruling to be and should the run be allowed? 

THE ANSWER: The striker is NOT OUT as he is allowed to hit the ball twice in defence of his wicket. While normally no runs can be scored from a second hit, they may be added from overthrows that follow the successful defence of the wicket. Thus, one run would be allowed in this case. 

 Law 34.3; 34.4 
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Saturday, May 22: fixtures & umpires

ECB Premier League (12.30 p.m.)

BOWDON v NESTON




Ian Drury & John Lofthouse

NANTWICH v ALDERLEY EDGE


Ian Greensmith & Jon Hacking

OULTON PARK v HYDE



Alistair Davies & Phil Prince

OXTON v BRAMHALL




Stuart Anderson & Don Flanagan

TOFT v CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL


Peter Ogden & John Silver

URMSTON v DIDSBURY



Stan Davies & Glyn Roberts

First Division (1 p.m.)

CHEADLE v IRBY




Trevor Burnett & Garry Hambleton

CHRISTLETON v CHEADLE HULME


Jeff Plumpton & Clive Rice

MACCLESFIELD v GRAPPENHALL


Peter Hayes & Chris Smith

MIDDLEWICH v HEATON MERSEY


Steve Kirkbright & Ray Prescott

UPTON v POYNTON




Peter Hanaby & Ken Rothwell

WIDNES v BOLLINGTON



Bob Cunningham & Ged Kinsey

Second Division (1 p.m.)

BIRKENHEAD PARK v ASHTON on MERSEY

Barrie Burns & Brian Jones

BREDBURY St. MARK’s v STOCKPORT GEORGIANS
Peter Bolger & Tom Spencer

CONGLETON v TIMPERLEY



John Lowe & Ken Simpson

MARPLE v MOBBERLEY



George Murphy & Liam Spires

SALE v BROOKLANDS




Paul Herring & Jim Whitehead

WARRINGTON v TATTENHALL



Colin Byrom & Don Speakman

Sunday, May 23rd

Mullaney Trophy (at Sale, 1 p.m.)

CHESHIRE COUNTY LEAGUE v CHESHIRE LEAGUE

CRICKET QUOTES …..

“This is like dying and going to heaven”.

 Actor Boris Karloff on being given a seat in the front row of the Lord’s pavilion balcony for an England v Australia Test match. 
mike.t-b@virgin.net
