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Who’s to stop Neston …now 

43 points ahead of field?

WITH a convincing eight wickets win on the ground of bottom club Bramhall, Neston stretched their lead to 43 points at the top of the ECB Premier League.  

 Neston were in control throughout after Bramhall had opted to bat first and been bowled out for a modest 147, spinner Paul Stimson taking 4-22 and Luke Camden 3-31.  Skipper Jack Smith led his side’s reply from the front with an immaculate 83 out of 148-2 as the Parkside men pocketed 25 useful points from their seventh victory in nine games. 

 Previously the only unbeaten side in the entire league, Alderley Edge suffered a 140 runs pasting at Hyde, who outplayed them from the start by posting a massive 261-7, Danny Berry top-scoring with 74 not out, while 73 from James Duffy took him over the 500 runs mark for the season against Richard Wilkinson, who plugged away to return 4-83.  Alderley’s normal powerful batting line-up flopped to an all out 121, Greg Lomax 4-40, Rob Woolley 3-45.

 Toft retained second place with a winning draw from a high-scoring game against fellow challengers Urmston at Booth Park.  Tony Drummond, 113 and Simon Hardstaff, 88 shared a high-quality second wicket stand worth 140 in Toft’s best-of-the-day tally of 284-3 declared. Urmston were well on course at 204-2, but when Samit Panda was out for 58 they collapsed against Dorset paceman Rupert Kitzinger (5-45) and were content to settle at 243-8, New South Wales Cricket Development Officer Sean Clarence remaining unbeaten with 130.

Champions revive

 After playing so well in recent weeks, Oxton suffered a 10 wickets mauling at home to champions Oulton Park in a game completed in under 43 overs.  When Oxton opted to bat first they were all out for 70, promising young seamer Alex Matthews taking 4-19 and Guy Emmett 4-29. Park openers then knocked off the runs in 14.5 overs to clinch their first win since May 1st, Jonny Kettle contributing 38 and Rick Moore 33.  Could a strong Oulton rally in the second-half of the season provide a genuine challenge to the leaders? 

 Chester Boughton Hall posted a decent enough 237-8 at Filkins Lane, Ollie Law 57, Maroof Khan 52, but it was insufficient to prevent Bowdon from registering their second win, by four wickets. Lancashire Academy batsman Jordan Clark top-scored with 84 and Ian Claridge 55 not out, but Alex Kegg (6-81) made the batsmen work hard.

 Didsbury emerged with a winning draw at home to Nantwich after declaring on 243-7, Pat Moors 72, Greg Dixon 31, Jamie Warrington 4-81.  Nantwich got as far as 175-7, Nafeed Ahmad 40, Jonny Fawcett 4-42 as their disappointing season continued.  

 O Many games throughout the league on another superbly sunny day started early to enable players to watch the England v USA World Football Cup opener on television. 

 For anyone who has gone into hiding to escape the hype – and the truly dreadful vuvuzelas   - the result was a 1-1 draw ! 
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First Division

Quick recovery by Grappenhall

AFTER thei shock setback they suffered at Irby the previous week, Grappenhall recovered their equilibrium to win by 138 runs at Bollington and stay 15 points clear at the top of the First Division.

 James McCoy slashed his way to 112 in Grappenhall’s tally of 237-8 after 46 overs when enterprising skipper Steve Titchard declared early. Stuart Plant bowled well to claim 5-64.

 In reply Bolly got to 66-1, Rick Hough 30, then collapsed against the wily bowling of Titchard who took 5-15 as the home side collapsed to 99 all out with the help of Simon Guest (3-2-3-3).

 Macclesfield stay on their heels thanks to a massive 158 runs victory in a one-sided game at Poynton.  Khalid Sawas contributed a fine 105 to Macc’s 211-5 declared before Poynton were bowled out for 53, paceman Ian Tait continuing his good form with a 5-21 return.

 Cheadle took 16-10 draw points from their visit to Heaton Mersey, after posting an impressive 274-8, the consistent Adam Wilde 68, Waqar Rashid 5-43.  ‘Mersey skipper Mark Bennett broke a thumb fielding and took no further part in the game and could be laid low for a month. His team-mates rallied round with a fighting reply of 204-7, Jonny Williamson and Gareth Basson both 53, Adam Catlow 43.

First win for Upton

Upton posted their first win and moved off the foot of the table when they outplayed Middlewich at Old Greasby Road.  James Williams and George Earl top-scored with 64 and 58 not out respectively as Upton declared on 203-6, Stephen Parry 4-89.  Middlewich, whose only win since promotion was back on April 24th, were all out for a disappointing 137, Stephen Parry 49, Williams 3-14, Earl 3-38.

 Widnes outplayed new wooden-spoonists Christleton at Beaconsfield road, but could not force victory and had to be content with a 16-9 draw.  Paul Roberts top-scored with 40 for Widnes (I. Naseer 5-76) in an innings pf 198, the Christleton response closing on 150-8.

 Cheadle Hulme could not remove the Irby tail at Grove Park and had to be content with a 17-6 draw, although credit is due to the Wirral team’s last pair who held out for 10 overs to close on 127-9 (Dave Newman 60 not out, Dan Schuppan 7-59).  Cheadle Hulme had earlier declared on 242-6, Jordan Potts 70, Danny Hawes 69, Mark Newman 3-40.

DIVISION TWO

A close call for Marple

LEADERS Marple had a scare before winning their Second Division game at Timperley – by one run – to go 50 points clear.

 Marple were bowled out for 108, Brendan Couchi 40 and Timperley’s Mark Maddocks capturing a superb 6-48. Then Andy Greasley got to work, the former Cheshire off-spinner claiming an even better 7-53 as Timperley were whisked out for 107, Mike Bishop 41.

 Sale re-established their promotion credentials with an impressive 134 runs victory over Warrington at Dane road.  Hasan Khan (106 not out) master-minded Sale to 257-7, then had a hand in bowling Warrington out for 123, although leg-spinner Rick Halkon, 5-28, took the major honours. .

 Congleton are delighted with the good form they have shown since promotion, their latest effort being to beat Birkenhead Park by 33 runs at Booth Street and to go third. Congleton scored 166, Adrian Dale 38, Adam Watson 6-62 after which Park were dismissed for 133, Ian Platt 36 not out, Ian Stringer  4-14 and Jerrym Lamb (not a misprint) 3-51.

Bredbury look useful

Bredbury St. Mark’s are enjoying a useful season, their 47 runs victory at Ashton on Mersey being their fourth. Bredbury totalled 156, Tony Boyle 5-27, before Ashton succumbed for 109, Graham Barlow 5-31.

 Mobberley’s revival last week was short-lived as they suffered an eight wickets defeat at Tattenhall after their batsmen had done well enough to post 197-8, Nafees Din 56, M. Saeed 55, Craig Williamson bowling unchanged to return figures of 24-5-104-2. Tattenhall replied with 200-2, the in-form John Hope 83, Paul Kettle 61 not out. 

 Brooklands beat Stockport Georgians by five runs at Georges road after posting a modest 143, M. Azam 51, Gavin Friday bowling unchanged for a handsome 7-67.  Georgians last man was out at 137, Paul Vesey 5-57 off 24 overs and Naveed Saeed 4-35. 
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Saturday’s scores in detail

ECB PREMIER LEAGUE

BRAMHALL (won toss, 5 pts.) lost to NESTON (25 pts.) by 8 wickets.

 Bramhall 147 (55 overs: N. Cantello 32, P. Stimson 4-22, L. Camden 3-31); 

 Neston 148-2 (35 overs: J Smith 83, J. Cooper 34).

CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL (13 pts.) lost to BOWDON (won toss, 20 pts.) by 4 wickets.

 Chester 237-8 dec. (55 overs: O. Law 57, M. Khan 52); 

 Bowdon 239-6 (53 overs: J. Clark 84, I. Claridge 55no, A. Kegg 6-81).

DIDSBURY (won toss, 15 pts.) drew with NANTWICH (9 pts.)

 Didsbury 243-7 dec. (55 overs: P. Moors 72, G. Dixon 71, N. Anderson 33, J. Warrington 4-87); 

 Nantwich 175-6 (55 overs: N. Ahmad 40, C. Simpson 35, J. Fawcett 4-42).

HYDE (won toss) beat ALDERLEY EDGE (5 pts.) by 140 runs

 Hyde 261-7 dec. (55 overs: D. Berry 76no, J. Duffy 73, R. Wilkinson 4-83); Alderley Edge 121 (40 overs: G. Lomax 4-40, R. Woolley 3-45.

OXTON (won toss, 0 pts.) lost to OULTON PARK (25 pts.) by 10 wickets.

 Oxton 70 (28 overs: A. Marshall 4-19, G. Emmett 4-29); 

 Oulton Park 75-0 (25 overs: J. Kettle 38no, R. Moore 33no).

TOFT (won toss, 16 pts.) drew with URMSTON (9 pts.)

 Toft 184-3 dec. (55 overs: T. Drummond 113, S. Hardstaff 88, A. Bones 41); 

 Urmston 243-8 (55 overs: S. Clarence 130no, S. Panda 58, R. Kitzinger 5-45).

DIVISION ONE

BOLLINGTON (4 pts.) lost to GRAPPENHALL (won toss, 25 pts.) by 138 runs.

 Grappenhall 237-8 dec. (46 overs: J. McCoy 112, L. McCoy 37, S. Plant 5-64); 

 Bollington 99 (29 overs: R. Hough 30, S. Titchard 5-15, S. Guest 3-3).

CHEADLE HULME (17 pts.) drew with IRBY (won toss, 6 pts.)

 Cheadle Hulme 242-6 dec. (50 overs: J. Potts 70, D. Hawes 69, Mark Newman 3-40);

  Irby 127-9 (50 overs: D. Newman 60no, D. Schuppan 7-50).

HEATON MERSEY (10 pts.) drew with CHEADLE (won toss, 16 pts.)

 Cheadle 274-8 dec. (50 overs: A. Wilde 68, C. Brady 37, W. Rashid 5-43); 

 Heaton Mersey 204-7 (50 overs: J. Williamson 53, G. Basson 53, A. Catlow 43, R. Malook 3-44, J. Whiteley 3-66). 

POYNTON (won toss, 3 pts.) lost to MACCLESFIELD (24 pts.) by 158 runs.

 Macclesfield 211-5 dec. (50 overs: K. Sawas 105, T. Parfett 30); 

 Poynton 53 (28 overs: I. Tait 5-21, T. Barron 4-32).  

 This result was not telephoned. 

UPTON (24 pts.) beat MIDDLEWICH (won toss, 5 pts.) by 46 runs.

 Upton 203-6 dec. (50 overs: J. Williams 64, G. Earl 58no, S. Parry 4-89); 

 Middlewich 137 (41 overs: S. Parry 49, N. Gill 30, J. Williams 3-14, G. Earl 3-38).

WIDNES (won toss, 16 pts.) drew with CHRISTLETON (9 pts.)

 Widnes 198 (48 overs: P. Roberts 40, I. Naseer 5-76); 

 Christleton 150-8 (50 overs).

JUNE 12 NEWSLETTER: 4

DIVISION TWO RESULTS

ASHTON on MERSEY (6 pts.) lost to BREDBURY ST. MARK’S (22 pts.) by 47 runs

 Bredbury 156 (50 overs: C. Wood 33, P. Zybrands 31, T. Boyle 5-27); 

 Ashton on Mersey 109 (47 overs: G. Barlow 5-31, C. Wood 3-7).

BIRKENHEAD PARK (7 pts.) lost to CONGLETON (23 pts.) by 27 runs.

 Congleton 166 (49 overs: A. Dale 38, A. Watson 6-62); 

 Birkenhead Park 133 (45 overs: I. Platt 36no, I. Stringer 4-14, H. Lamb 3-51).

BROOKLANDS (22 pts.) beat STOCKPORT GEORGIANS (won toss, 7 pts.) by 5 runs.

 Brooklands 143 (50 overs: M. Azam 51, G. Friday 7-67);

  Stockport Georgians 137 (47 overs: P. Vesey 5-57, N. Saeed 4-35).

SALE (won toss, 25 pts.) beat WARRINGTON (7 pts.) by 134 runs

 Sale 257-7 dec. (48 overs: H. Khan 106no, D. Gandy 46, J. Benzafar 40, R. Swart 3-44); 

 Warrington 123 (40 overs: J. Mitchell 36, T. Clutterbuck 32, R. Halkon 5-28, H. Khan 3-26).

TATTENHALL (25 pts.) beat MOBBERLEY (won toss, 9 pts.) by 8 wickets.

 Mobberley 197-8 dec. (50 overs: N. Din 56, M. Saeed 55, N. Wood 30, M. Dobson 3-45); 

 Tattenhall 200-2 (47 overs: J. Hope 83, P. Kettle 62no).

TIMPERLEY (6 pts.) lost to MARPLE (won toss, 21 pts.) by 1 run

 Marple 108 (35 overs: B. Couchi 40, M. Maddocks 6-48, G. Brown 3-37); 

 Timperley 107 (43 overs: M. Bishop 41, A. Greasley 7-53).

BEST OF THE WEEK:

Premier League 

Batting: oSean Clarence (Urmston) 130no v Toft

Bowling: Alex Kegg (Chester Boughton Hall) 6-81 v Bowdon.

All-rounder: oSean Clarence (Urmston) 130no & 2-84 v Toft.

First Division 

Batting: James McCoy (Grappenhall) 112 v Bollington.

Bowling: o Dan Schuppan (Cheadle Hulme) 7-58 v Irby

All-rounder: Johnny Williams (Upton) 64 and 3-14 v Middlewich

Second Division 

Batting: Hasan Khan (Sale) 106no v Warrington.

Bowling: Gavin Friday (Stockport Georgians) 7-67 v Brooklands.

All-rounder: Hasan Khan (Sale) 106no & 3-15 v Warrington. 

o = Overseas player. 

  .
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Placings after nine games

ECB Premier League
P
W25
W20
D
C/A
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts.

NESTON

9
6
1
1
0
1
20
8
200

TOFT


9
1
3
3
0
2
51
15
157

ALDERLEY EDGE
9
0
5
3
0
1
20
16
142

URMSTON

9
2
1
3
0
3
45
21
142

OULTON PARK
9
3
1
1
1
3
18
10
132

CHESTER BO. HALL
9
1
2
1
0
5
42
21
130

HYDE


9
0
2
4
1
2
50
22
127


OXTON

9
3
0
2
0
4
32
15
126

* BOWDON

9
0
2
1
1
4
35
19
121

NANTWICH

9
0
2
2
0
5
46
27
117

DIDSBURY

9
1
1
4
1
2
25
22
107

BRAMHALL

9
0
2
0
0
7
34
19
93

 * Bowdon’s record includes 18 tie points from a level-scores draw.

First Division

P
W25
W20
D
C/A
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts.

GRAPPENHALL
9
1
7
0
0
1
11
5
181

MACCLESFIELD
9
2
4
1
0
2
23
10
165

CHEADLE

9
2
2
2
0
3
48
15
157

WIDNES

9
1
3
2
1
2
36
15
147

CHEADLE HULME
9
0
3
5
0
1
44
26
140

BOLLINGTON

9
1
3
2
0
3
22
17
128

POYNTON

9
3
0
1
1
4
19
13
116

MIDDLEWICH

9
1
0
3
1
4
39
23
100

HEATON MERSEY
9
0
1
4
1
3
36
26
97

IRBY


9
0
2
2
0
5
29
19
92

UPTON


9
0
1
2
1
5
35
20
86

CHRISTLETON
9
0
1
2
1
5
29
20
80

Second Division
P
W25
W20
D
C/A
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts.

MARPLE

9
2
6
0
0
1
31
5
206

SALE


9
1
4
2
1
1
36
10
162

CONGLETON

9
2
4
0
1
2
16
4
157

WARRINGTON
9
1
4
1
1
2
29
13
156

BREDBURY ST. MK.
9
1
3
1
0
4
29
21
137

BROOKLANDS

9
1
3
1
0
4
35
14
136

TATTENHALL

9
2
2
2
0
3
20
17
131

STOCKPORT GEO.
9
0
2
2
0
5
45
25
114

BIRKENHEAD PARK
9
1
1
3
1
3
33
22
113

TIMPERLEY

9
0
2
2
1
4
41
20
112

MOBBERLEY

9
1
0
1
0
7
40
22
89

ASHTON on MERSEY
9
0
0
1
1
7
34
28
71
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Red Insure T20 quarter-finals take shape

FIRST four clubs through to the quarter-finals of the newly-sponsored Red Insure T20 Trophy are Didsbury, Alderley Edge, Chester Boughton Hall and holders Oulton Park.

 Didsbury were comfortable winners at home to Heaton Mersey last Thursday after restricting their First Division visitors to 85-9. They went on to win by eight wickets with a neat all-round performance from Paul Sperring with 2-13 and 39 not out.

 Alderley Edge beat last season’s defeated finalists Hyde by nine runs the same evening after posting 150-4, Chris Reid (45) and Jason Whittaker (35) adding an unbroken 87 for the fifth wicket.  Hyde replied with 141-8, Dave Fitzsimmons 43.

 Also on Thursday, Chester Boughton Hall ousted premiership leaders Neston by five runs in an unusual game at Filkins Lane after scoring 135-6 (Jim Gillson 52). Neston reached  97-0 off 13 overs, then 106-1 with five overs left, but closed on 130-4, skipper Jack Smith finishing unbeaten with 75. Ollie Law’s 3-7 off 18 deliveries was the late key. 

 At Whitehouse Lane on Friday, Fred Graham Trophy holders Oulton Park beat Nantwich by 75 runs after posting 132-7 thanks largely to a hard-hit 66 from Jonny Kettle, who figured in a rapid 77 opening partnership with Ben Gough (27) with Jamie Warrington taking  3-19. The Dabbers’ batting was unrelentingly poor, only Chris Simpson (18) reaching double figures against Chris Jones (3-12), who led a tight seven-man attack. 

Third round details:

 DIDSBURY (won toss) beat HEATON MERSEY by 8 wickets:  Heaton Mersey 85-9 (20 overs: P. Sperring 2-13); Didsbury 89-2 (12.5 overs: P. Sperring 39no).

ALDERLEY EDGE  beat HYDE (won toss) by 9 runs: Alderley Edge 150-4 (20 overs: C. Reid 45no, J. Whittaker 35no, D. Cranmer 3-6); Hyde 141-8 (20 overs: D. Fitzsimmons 43, T. Young 23no, E. Harding 2-13, T. Pettini 2-19, J. Whittaker 2-36).

NANTWICH lost to OULTON PARK (won toss) by 75 runs: Oulton Park 132-7 (20 overs: J. Kettle 66, J. Warrington 3-19); Nantwich 57 (19.2 overs: C. Jones 3-12, A. Matthews 2-3, R.Taylor 2-5, N. Dumelow 2-22).  

CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL beat NESTON (won toss)  by 5 runs: Chester  135-6 (20 overs: J. Gillson 52, W. Goodwin 28, A. Leech 27, P. Stimson 2-27);  Neston 130-4 (20 overs: J Smith 75no, W. Greve 35, O. Law 3-9). 

Remaining 3rd round games to be played by June 28th:

TOFT v URMSTON (Tuesday, June 15: umpires Tom Park & Steve Walton)

BOLLINGTON v CHEADLE (TBA)

GRAPPENHALL v SALE (Thursday, June 17: umpires Jon Hacking & Jeff Plumpton)

IRBY v WIDNES (TBA)

 Quarter-final draw (games to be played by July 26th):  

 Toft or Urmston v Didsbury; Bollington or Cheadle v Alderley Edge; Grappenhall or Sale v Oulton Park; Irby or Widnes v Chester Boughton Hall. 

 . The semi-finals and final are at Chester Boughton Hall on Sunday, August 8th. 

PLATE UP-DATE

WITH a home win over Tattenhall last Thursday, Birkenhead Park joined Oxton in the 2nd round of the T20 Plate. One game remains to be played.  Details:

BIRKENHEAD PARK beat TATTENHALL (won toss) by 8 wickets:

 Tattenhall 101 (19.5 overs: R. Sandford 31, A. Watson 4-14); Birkenhead Park 102 -2  (16.1 overs: M. Dabbs 46, A.Watson 33).

Remaining 1st round game:

BRAMHALL v CHEADLE HULME (Monday, June 14: umpires Barrie Burns and Don Speakman)

Second round (to be played by June 30th):

BRAMHALL or CHEADLE HULME v BREDBURY ST. MARK’s

BOWDON v TIMPERLEY

BROOKLANDS v MARPLE

POYNTON v MACCLESFIELD

BIRKENHEAD PARK bye

OXTON v UPTON

ASHTON on MERSEY v CONGLETON (Thursday, June 17: umpires Barrie Burns & Steve Kirkbright) 

MIDDLEWICH v WARRINGTON

 The quarter-finals are to be played by July 18th and the semi-finals by July 30th.  Finals Day is at Chester Boughton Hall on Sunday, August 8th.

IMPORTANT ADVICE:  Clubs must arrange games as soon as the draw is known and the home club should then notify Competition administrator Jon Hacking (tel. 01244 814 110; e-mail jhacking@gmail.com) who will appoint panel umpires.  Birkenhead did not inform Mr. Hacking of their tie against Tattenhall and no umpires were sent. 

 Home clubs must telephone match results and details to the Competition secretary AND submit a result sheet within 72 hours (no umpires’ report required).
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Toft beat Dabbers in Over 40s

TOFT inflicted the first defeat on Nantwich Cavaliers in the Central Group of the Over 40s section on Wednesday, June 9th and now share the lead, with the Knutsfordians having a game in hand.

 There’s no stopping reigning champions Neston in the Western group, their seven wickets win against Oxton at Parkgate leaving them unbeaten, with a four points lead over Irby.  Localised rain hit two games in this group with games at Tattenhall and Chester called off.

 It’s looking like Marple or Bollington for the South-East title.  Marple chalked up their fifth win at the expense of Poynton Legends, while Bolly won at Alderley Edge.   

 Brooklands are enjoying a revival in the North-East group, their win at Cheadle Hulme being the third in five games.  But Sale Silverbacks are still setting the pace at the top with an eight points lead after winning at Timperley. 

WESTERN GROUP RESULTS

Chester Boughton Hall v Irby cancelled due to rain, 2 pts. each

Neston (4 pts.) beat Oxton by 7 wickets:

 Oxton 106-4 (Varey 30, Benson 30, Brown 2-18); Neston 108-3 (Egerton 32, Lea-Swain 30).

Tattenhall Wreckers v Oxton cancelled due to rain, 2 pts. each 

CENTRAL GROUP

Grappenhall (4 pts.) beat Bowdon by 28 runs:

 Grappenhall 140-3 (A. McCoy 31, Hartley 31, Newell 30); Bowdon 112-8 (Gray 27, Mullins 2-6, Nicholson 2-18).

Mobberley (4 pts.) beat Warrington by 48 runs:

 Mobberley 138-5 (Sinclair 31, Potts 30); Warrington 90-8 (Boys 28, Sinclair 2-3).

Nantwich Cavaliers lost to Toft (4 pts.) by 4 wickets.

 Nantwich 109-8 (Cook 32); Toft 111-4 (Hope 31, Walker 29).

LATE RESULT FROM JUNE 2: Bowdon lost to Mobberley (4 pts.).  No result card received. 
 NORTH-EAST GROUP

 Cheadle Hulme lost to Brooklands (4 pts.) by 12 runs.

 Brooklands 127-9 (Law 32, Buchan 30, Russell 3-16); Cheadle Hulme 115-7 (Dare 30, M. Bolger 3e0, Belwood 3-17).

Timperley lost to Sale Silverbacks (4 pts.) by 5 wickets.:

 Timperley 80-9 (Fisher 30, Harrop 3-7); Sale 85-5 (Davenport 21).

  * This result was obtained from the website. No official notification: £15 fine. 

Urmston (4 pts.) beat Cheadle by 9 wickets:

 Cheadle 1189-4 (Oldfield 30, Grindey 30, Sethi 3-22); Urmston 123-1 (Dartnell 33, Vose 33, Newton 21).

SOUTH-EAST GROUP

 Alderley Edge Wizards lost to Bollington (4 pts.) by 5 wickets:

 Alderley Edge 121-8 (Hutchinson 32, G. Wood 4-18); Bollington 127-5 (Patterson 30).

Macclesfield v Romiley: no result in. 

Marple (4 pts.) beat Poynton Legends by 120 wickets:

 Poynton 117-6 (Martin 32, Smith 2-21, Parkinson 2-21); Marple 118-0 (Littler 32, Worrall 30, Baythorpe 25).

LATE RESULT FROM JUNE 2: Romiley lost to Marple (4 pts.) by 6 wickets:

 Romiley 141-8 (Hooton 34, Shenton 34, Saxelby 26, Oldland 20, Stephenson 4-26); Marple 143-4 (Worrall 32, Littler 32, Hayward 23, Baythorpe 22).

FIXTURES ON WEDNESDAY, JUNE 16th (6.15 p.m.)

WESTERN GROUP: Neston v Irby; Oxton v Tattenhall Wreckers; Upton v New Brighton. Open: Chester Boughton Hall. 

CENTRAL GROUP: Bowdon v Davenham; Mobberley v Toft; Warrington v Grappenhall. Open: Nantwich Cavaliers. 

NORTH-EAST GROUP: Bowdon Vale Vikings v Cheadle Hulme; Brooklands v Urmston; Cheadle v Timperley. Open: Sale Silverbacks.

SOUTH-EAST GROUP: Bollington v Bredbury Saints; Macclesfield v Poynton Legends; Romiley v Alderley Edge Wizards. Open: Marple. 
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Over 40s tables inc. June 9th

West group


P
W
T
C
L
Pts.

NESTON



5
4
0
1
0
18

IRBY



5
3
0
1
1
14

CHESTER BO. HALL

6
2
0
2
2
12

NEW BRIGHTON


5
2
0
1
2
10

OXTON



5
2
0
1
2
10

TATTENHALL WRECKERS
5
1
0
1
3
6

UPTON



5
0
0
1
4
2

Central Group


P
W
 T
C
L
Pts.

TOFT



5
5
0
0
0
20

NANTWICH CAVALIERS

6
5
0
0
1
20

GRAPPENHALL


5
3
0
0
2
12

DAVENHAM


5
2
0
0
3
8



MOBBERLEY


5
2
0
0
3
8

WARRINGTON


5
1
0
0
4
4

BOWDON


5
0
0
0
5
0

North-East group

P
W
T
C
L
Pts.

SALE SILVERBACKS

6
5
0
0
1
20



BROOKLANDS


5
3
0
0
2
12

URMSTON


5
3
0
0
2
12

CHEADLE


5
2
0
0
3
8

CHEADLE HULME

5
2
0
0
3
8

TIMPERLEY


5
2
0
0
3
8

BOWDON VALE VIKINGS

5
1
0
0
4
4

South-East group

P
W
T
C
L
Pts.

MARPLE


6
5
0
1
0
22

BOLLINGTON


5
4
0
0
1
16

POYNTON LEGENDS

5
3
0
0
2
12

ALDERLEY EDGE WIZARDS
5
2
0
0
3
8

BREDBURY SAINTS

5
1
0
1
3
6

*MACCLESFIELD

4
0
0
2
2
4

*ROMILEY


4
0
0
0
4
0

 * Macclesfield v Romiley result missing. 

VETS’ COUNTY BLANK

CHESHIRE’s game against Northumberland at Hyde in the National 50 Plus county championship on Wednesday, June 9th was postponed due to rain and will be re-arranged. 
  Cheshire next meet Lancashire at Allerton on Wednesday, June 23rd (1.30 p.m.). 

THE Spitfire 60 Plus County championship game between Cheshire and Derbyshire at Irby on Tuesday, June 8th was also postponed due to rain and will be re-arrtanged. Andy Hurworth’s team are next in action against Yorkshire at New Rover, Leeds on Tuesday, June 15th (1.30 p.m.). 

TWO CHESHIRE DEVELOPMENT XII GAMES

CHESHIRE Development squad of 12 players to meet Yorkshire Academy at Tattenhall on Tuesday and Wednesday, June 15th & 16th (11 a.m. daily) is:  Pat Roberts wicket-keeper and captain (Toft), Dan Cranmer (Hyde), Chris Davies (Oxton), Jon Fawcett (Didsbury), James Hawley (Neston), Jonny Kettle (Oulton Park), James McCoy, Luke McCoy (Grappenhall), Charlie Reid (Alderley Edge), Calum Rowe (Bollington), Khalid Sawas, Ian Tait (Macclesfield).  

 To host Warwickshire Under 19s at Middlewich on Monday and Tuesday, June 21st and 22nd (11 a.m. daily): Tom Parfett captain (Macclesfield), Dan Cranmer (Hyde), Danny Halkon (Sale), James Hawley, David Hurst (Neston), Jonny Kettle (Oulton Park), Ollie Law (Chester Bo. Hall), Mark Newman (Irby), Jimmy Lomas (Toft), James McCoy, Andy Tetlow (Grappenhall), Calum Rowe (Bollington). 

 Team manager is Steve Amison and coach Chris Murphy. 
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Lee Dixon hits 169 in Cheshire record stand

DRAFTED into the Cheshire team when Oulton Park’s Luis Bentley was called up by Lancashire 2nd, Oxton left-hander Lee Dixon enjoyed a dream debut in a rain-hit Minor Counties championship match against Oxfordshire at Banbury last week.

 Dixon dominated a Cheshire record seventh wicket stand of 170 with skipper Andy Hall (48) his innings 211 ball innings containing 20 fours and three sixes enabling Cheshire to declare on 333-9.  This gave them a lead of 39 over Oxfordshire who had declared on 294-8, James Hawley 3-53. The previous seventh wicket record was 149 set up in 2002 by Simon Renshaw (100) and Steve Ogilby (82) against Wiltshire at Westbury. 

 In their second innings Oxford had reached 81-1 by close of play on day two before the third day was washed out, both teams earning nine points. 

 Bentley’s call-up by Lancashire was also hit by rain, the Red Rose county’s two innings Twenty20 Cup quarter-final against Derbyshire at Glossop on Monday being lost on the Duckworth/Lewis (MBEs both) method.

CUP KO AT GRANTHAM: Lincolnshire reached the semi-finals of the Minor Counties Cup when they beat Cheshire by four wickets at Grantham on Sunday.  A fine 140 from Chester’s Warren Goodwin, plus 34 by Luis Bentley helped Cheshire post a healthy 285 in their 50 overs. But Lincs benefited from a magnificent innings of 169 by former Derbyshire and Kent left-hander Daniel Birch which saw them race home with four overs to spare at 286-6.   

 o Boughton Hall is the venue of Cheshire’s next Minor Counties championship game, against Wiltshire from Sunday – Tuesday, June 20th – 22nd.       
TWO THROUGH IN NATIONAL

TWO League clubs will figure in respective group semi-finals of the National championship on Sunday, June 27th.
 Grappenhall host Eagley from the Bolton League in Group 5, while Alderley Edge are at home to Walmley from the Birmingham League in Group 7.

VINCENT PLAYS FOR NORTHANTS

THE League have given Nantwich Overseas player Lou Vincent permission to play a brief series of games for Northants in the Pro40 and Twenty20 competitions. He made his debut against Lancashire at Old Trafford last Wednesday, scoring 11 runs in a heavy defeat, then hit 18 in a victory over Worcester on Friday and 38 when Yorkshire were beaten at Leeds on Sunday. 

 Vincent has registered, but not signed a contract, for the midlands county.  

CHESHIRE CUP: ROUND 3 DETAILS

RESULTS of 3rd round games in the Cheshire Cup played on Sunday: Bollington wo Ashton on Mersey; Lindow 185-7 v Oulton Park (abandoned: replay Sunday, June 20); Bowdon 117-2 Ashley 116; Northwich  96 (N. Brown 4-20, M. Bishop 4-21) Timperley 148 (P. Ashling 47);  Stockport v Heaton Mersey 220-8 (G. Basson 90; abandoned: replay Sunday, June 20); Urmston v Brooklands 69-2 (abandoned: re-play Sunday June 20); Didsbury 204-3 (P. Sperring 85no, N. Anderson 72no) Widnes 208-5 (P. Roberts 78, A. Hurdley 72); Middlewich wo Upton; Hyde v Sale 130-7 (abandoned: replay on Sunday. June 20); Neston v Cheadle Hulme 63-1 (abandoned:  replay on Sunday, June 20); Oxton wo Winsford; Bredbury St. Mark’s 157 (B. Mogg 4-22) Nantwich 158-4 (G. Cairns 50); Chester Boughton Hall v Bramhall (postponed to June 27); Alderley Edge 257-4 (M. Currie 113, R. Wilkinson 90no) Grappenhall 174 (J. McCoy 46, R. Green 31, R. Wilkinson 3-37); Rode Park & Lawton v Irby on Sunday, June 20.  Elworth are through after beating Toft. 

CHESHIRE SHIELD first round ties to be staged on Sunday, June 20 are: Aston v Parkfield Liscard; Birkenhead Park v Barnton; Hale Barns v Trafford MV. Round 2 is on Sunday, July 4th. 

 Cheshire Cup and Shield information provided by Competitions organiser Ian Greensmith. 

TRANSFER FOR ROB WOOLLEY

ALL-rounder Rob Woolley has returned to see out the season at Hyde following a transfer from Cambridge League club March Town. Rob has been studying at Cambridge University and has played for their UCCE team

 Another transfer takes Martin O’Neill from Tattenhall to Oulton Park. 

LEONARD SUSPENDED

MOBBERLEY player David Leonard has been suspended for a week in accordance with the League Disciplinary procedure for abuse of cricket equipment during a Second Division game against Stockport Georgians.

NORTHWICH TOP MELLER BRAGGINS TABLE

RESULTS of games played in the First Division of the Meller Braggins Cheshire League on Saturday, June 12:

 Alvanley 228-9 dec. Mere 165-8; Davenham 210-5 dec. Trafford MV 157-8; Malpas 145-4 Winnington Park 144; Northwich 64-3 Hale Barns 59; Oakmere 172-8 Weaverham 186-5 dec.; Stockport 199-9 Ashley 70.

 Table after 8 games: Northwich 165; Hale Barns 149; Malpas 141; Alvanley 138; Stockport 133; Oakmere 121; Ashley 1122; Winnington Park 111; Trafford MV 109; Weaverham 95; Mere 87; Davenham 68. 
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UMPIRES’ QUIZ by Alistair Davies
LAST WEEK’S POSER: A fielder feels unwell and leaves the field of play and is absent for 24 minutes.  He returns, having obtained consent, but after 12 minutes goes off again and is absent for a further 18 minutes, when he again returns.  How long will he have to be on the field of play before he can bowl?

ANSWER: He needs to be on the field for 30 minutes. (24 plus 18 minus 12).  See Law 2.5 c 

THIS WEEK: A No Ball is called and the ball hits the striker’s wicket, removing a bail.  The striker, not having heard the No Ball call, leaves his ground heading for the pavilion.  The wicket-keeper picks up the ball and removed the remaining bail with the ball in his hand and appeals. How should the umpire respond?
BOWDON COMPLETE £60,000 PRACTICE FACILITY

BOWDON have completed work on an impressive four-lane synthetic turf practice net facility at the side of their famous Victorian pavilion.

 The facility comprises four 37-metre lanes with a fully enclosing netting system.  It was 75 per cent funded by an ECB grant with additional help from Lord’s Taverners at a total cost of more than £60,000.

 The development was driven and overseen by past chairman Bruce McDougall and ground chairman Keith Teasdale, both former first team players. The principal contractors were the ECB approved pitch system suppliers Total-Play Ltd. of Northampton with the work sub contracted to Bancroft’s of Hyde.

 Bruce McDougall tells Newsletter: “In view of other clubs’ ground improvements this is a notable development. We were fortunate to have a sizeable piece of land available and we believe we have created a decent legacy for future generations bearing in mind we have already have more than 150 registered junior players.

 “Cheshire Cricket Board Development Officer Mike Woollard has been a considerable help, but he tells us to beware that funds for this type of development are drying up.  Could this be related to the 2012 Olympics?   It now looks as though we will have to fund any new scorebox ourselves”, concludes the South Downs club’s loyal servant, himself the current 1st XI scorer. 

June 5th and all that …..
Premier League Umpires’ ground reports (maximum 20 in both pitch & outfield categories):  Alderley Edge 17-19; Bowdon 11-18; Nantwich 14-20; Oulton Park 14-15; Toft 14-19; Urmston 15-19.

 Top performers to date. Batting: Dixon (Oxton) 490 runs; Duffy (Hyde) 453; Currie (AE) 447. Bowlers: Hawley (Neston) 30 wickets; Whittaker (AE) 26; Syddall (Bowdon) 22.   

 In the Alderley Edge v Neston game, wicket-keepers Andy Roberts (Neston) took 4 catches and Andy Worrall (Alderley Edge) a catch and two stumpings.

 Rob Cook-Sievwright took 4 catches for Nantwich v Hyde.

  O WTB/MTB enjoyed the superb setting of Alderley Edge’s ground to watch the key game against leaders Neston. Thanks are offered for a warm welcome especially from Messrs Roff and Elliott and a splendid cuppa.  An infinitely more enjoyable experience than attending the first day of the England v Bangladesh Test at Old Trafford 24 hours earlier among hundreds of beer-swilling non cricketers.  Incidentally, we both heartily dislike The Pojnt. 

Division One ground reports: Cheadle 16-18; Christleton 15-20; Irby 18-15;  Irby 18-15; Macclesfield 17-14; Middlewich 16-18; Upton 17-18.

 Performances.  Batting: Wilde (Cheadle) 428; Rowe (Bolly) 390; Cornford (Middlewich) 338. Bowlers: Ali (Bolly) 29; Tait (Macclesfield) 26; D. Moore (Widnes) 235.

 For Christleton against Poynton, I. Naseer scored 42, not Iroshan de Silva as reported.  Josh Morgan-Jones, aged 16, scored an impressive 22 not out on his senior debut for Christleton.  Poynton had no scorer.

 Grappenhall wicket-keeper Liam Parkinson took 4 catches in his side’s defeat at Irby.

 Macclesfield v Heaton Mersey points were 23-9, not 23-8 as reported.

 Unreported in the Middlewich innings v Widnes were Stephen Parry 30 and Lee Challinor 3-24.  

  For Upton at home to Bollington, A. Cotter (not A. Cullen as reported) scored 69 out of 134-9, seven of his colleagues failing to reach double figures.

Division Two ground reports: Birkenhead Park 16-10; Bredbury 18-16; Congleton 17-14; Marple 15-17; Mobberley 14-18; Warrington 17-19.

 Top performances:  Zybrands (Bredbury) 410; P. Wood (Bredbury) 356; Hope (Tattenhall) 335. Bowlers: Williamson (Tatters) 36; R. Halkon (Sale) 26; Greasley  (Marple) 25.

 Match-winner for Timperley at Bredbury when they chased 288-6 was Alex Griffiths a 16 year-old close-season acquisition who hit an unbeaten 76 off 32 balls at number 10 – a position in which he won’t bat again,vows skipper Mike Bishop.   It was Overseas player Peter Herrick, not Peter Herring (an umpire officiating miles away at Mobberley) who opened for Timperley. 

 Slip fielder Garry Cash took 3 catches for Marple v Tattenhall.

 For Warrington v Ashton on Mersey T. Jones (53) and James Hughes (116) put together a 153 partnership for the second wicket.  

   o Missing Red Insure T20 Trophy 2nd result sheets: Didsbury v Bramhall, May 20th; Middlewich v Sale, May 27th.
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Saturday, June 19th fixtures & umpires

ECB Premier League (12.30 p.m.)

ALDERLEY EDGE v DIDSBURY



Stan Davies & Glyn Roberts

BOWDON v OXTON (12 noon)



Ian Drury & Tom Park

NANTWICH v CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL

Ian Greensmith & Phil Prince

NESTON v HYDE




Don Flanagan & Ged Kinsey

OULTON PARK v TOFT




Jon Hacking & George Murphy

URMSTON v BRAMHALL



Stuart Anderson & Chris Smith
First Division (1 p.m.)

CHEADLE v POYNTON




Ron Bedson & Peter Ogden

CHRISTLETON v UPTON



Ken Simpson & Dave Sutton

GRAPPENHALL v CHEADLE HULME


Barrie Burns & Steve Walton

IRBY v HEATON MERSEY



Colin Byrom & Brian Jones

MACCLESIELD v WIDNES



Peter Bolger & Jim Whitehead

MIDDLEWICH v BOLLINGTON



Steve Kirkbright & Ken Rothwell
Second Division (1 p.m.)

BREDBURY ST. MARK’s v SALE


Trevor Burnett & Peter Hayes

CONGLETON v BROOKLANDS



John Lowe & Tom Spencer

MARPLE v ASHTON on MERSEY


Wyn Harris & Sagir Parkar

MOBBERLEY v TIMPERLEY



Ray Prescott & Clive Rice

STOCKPORT GEORGIANS v TATTENHALL

Paul Herring & Liam Spires


WARRINGTON v BIRKENHEAD PARK


* Tony Barnes & Jeff Plumpton

* Tony Barnes tel. 0161 449 7311

* Exchange panel umpire standing in Meller Braggins Cheshire League First Division:

TRAFFORD MV v STOCKPORT



Bob Cunningham 
AND FINALLY, THIS WEEK’S CRICKET QUOTE …..

“Come on Eddie, give it the bastard.  It was his bloody forefathers who took all that land from your bloody forefathers”.

 Call from Melbourne’s infamous Bay 13 when very fast Aborigine bowler Eddie Gilbert was bouncing Douglas Jardine during England’s 1932-33 Australian tour. 

If the Newsletter is not received by mid-afternoon Monday, please contact mike.t-b@virgin.net
